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The International Outreach of BibleHelp.org

This book is a partial printout of my website BibleHelp.org.
BibleHelp.org has 18,000 new visitors a month from 120
countries. Over 100,000 chapters are accessed every month.
Although thiswebsite was started asasmall persona ministry, it
hastaken on alife of itsown. It has become aministry in-and-of
itslf. | fill work full-timeasaCorrections Officer, but thiswebsite
has given me opportunities| never thought would be possible.

Now that thewebsitehasgrown, | fed itisimportant to raise prayer
support for it. Therefore, | am asking you to consider praying for
this website on a daily basis. Not only would it be greatly
appreciated, it would give your prayers an international impact.
You can download aprayer card at:

BibleHelp.org/prayweb.htm

Prayer Reminder Card

God will lead peopleto thewebsite
who could be helped by the material
God will meet the needs of the
vigtors hearts

| will have God-givenwisdom sl
answer peopl€ squestions

Bibleel.r

- | Over 18,000 new visitors a month
Using the Internet to bring Christ to a lost world Misits from over 120 countries
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| nter national Outreach of

BibleHelp.org

Over 28,000 new peopleamonth visit BibleHelp seeking spiritual
help. Thesevisitscomefrom thefar cornersof theworld (over
130 countries). Listed below isapartia list of countries:

Albania
Andorra
Anguilla
Antigua and Barbuda
Argentina
Aruba

Australia
Austria
Bahamas
Barbados
Belarus
Belgium

Belize

Bermuda
Bolivia
Bosnia-Herzegovina
Botswana

Brazil

Brunei Darussalam
Bulgaria
Cambodia
Canada
Cayman Islands
Chile

China
Colombia
Costa Rica
Croatia

Cyprus

Czech Republic
Denmark
Dominica
Dominican Republic
Ecuador

Egypt

El Salvador
Estonia

Faroe Islands
Fiji

Finland

France
Georgia

Germany
Gibraltar
Greece
Greenland
Guatemala
Guyana
Honduras
Hong Kong
Hungary
Iceland
India
Indonesia
Ireland
Israel

Italy

Ivory Coast
Jamaica
Japan
Jordan
Kazakhstan
Kuwait
Kyrgyzstan
Kenya
Latvia
Lebanon
Liechtenstein
Lithuania
Luxembourg
Macedonia
Malaysia
Malta
Mauritius
Mexico
Moldavia
Morocco
Mozambique
Namibia
Nepal
Netherlands
New Caledonia
New Zealand
Nicaragua

Norway

Oman

Pakistan

Panama

Papua New Guinea
Paraguay

Peru

Philippines

Poland

Polynesia (French)
Portugal

Romania

Russian Federation
Saint Lucia

San Marino

Saudi Arabia
Singapore

Slovak Republic
Slovenia

South Africa

South Korea

Spain

Sri Lanka

Sweden
Switzerland

Taiwan

Tanzania

Thailand

Trinidad and Tobago
Turkey

Turks and Caicos Is
Uganda

Ukraine

United Arab Emirates
United Kingdom
United States
Uruguay

Vatican City State
Venezuela

Yemen

Yugoslavia

Zambia

Zimbabwe
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Commentsfrom our Visitors

“Great stuff that youwrote ... Your materia is
excelent” -Darell

“1 wasvery moved by your site! Thank you sooo
very much for making clear Who Jesusisfor us...”
-SamHolland

“God blessyou for your book of Thelncredible
Power of Prayer.” -DergjeEthiopiaAfrica

“Yoursisawonderful site. ... You havealot of
good material andwe' |l besureto “advertise” the
siteto themembersof our church.” -Boband
Angie

"1 amcurrently producingasmall magazine... | am
hopeful youwill permit meto use someof your
writingsin our magazine.... your writingsarewell
worthprinting ... | will dsolistyour siteas"amust
stop by Site"" inour magazine.—Phil (magazine
owner inAustralia)

“1 have gonethru abitter divorce 2 yrsago now
and havejust started to get over the bitterness

... Thank you, your siteisjust what God knew |
needed and sent methere so on ablessed start.” -
Linda

“| just wanted to drop alineto say that your articles
onthe net hasencouraged me and hasgiven me
someinsightson how to share Christ with others!
Thank you very muchfor publishing thepart on
Friendship Evangelism! -Monica Malaysia

“Thank youfor your sectionson God'swill. ...
Today | havefound myself encouraged and inspired
at acrossroadsinmy life. I’vereally beenina
dragged out Sump, but | think that today will bethe
turning point that’sbeen needed. Thanksfor
pointing me back towardsGod.” -David

“I found your sitevery interesting ... | read most of
it over afew day, it raised someinteresting
issues. And | enjoyedit.” -Terje Australia

“ ... mayyoupleaseadsohelpus ... by writingan
article specifically for our paper ...” -Spike (a
group of teenswith asmall newspaper in South
Africa)

“... eventhough | have been teaching theBiblefor
thelast 22 years, | haveindeed learned many new
thing from your book ... your book hasrekindled

thefireinsdeof me...” -Alabert Bombay

“I wasreading thisarticle on here about forgiveness
.... lamwondering about forgivingyourself. ... |
feel horrible. | want to fedl better.” -anonymous

“I logged ontothiswebsite.... | wanttoserve
Godforever” -Anette Africa

“1 just wanted to thank you HEARTILY for your
Biblestudy ... | just startedit, and I am finding your
study so helpful! 1 angoingtotakeonesectiona
day, digest it, and meditate on the Biblical and
theological concepts. | am eventaking notes!” -
Jamie

“I just want to say thank for web-siteslikeyours. |
found many information/spiritud guidancethatis
quiteinteresting and quitetrue.” -Nico South
Africa

“I just haveto comment that thissiteisterrific!” -
Michelle

“You have such agreat site; God blessyou and
your work.” -lrene

“... I don’'t want to hurt anymore, | have hurt so
muchinmy life” -anonymous
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“... many areandwill continueto benefit fromyou
writings’ -Bev

“I surfed today for referencesconcerning thewill of
God ... captured my interest.” —Micke Sweden

“Something (Holy Spirit ?) told metogoon-line
and | visited your website. | read and printed out
both reference sections of Chapter 9.07 and found
them extremely helpful particularly section 2 (in-
depth). Againthank you so muchfor your website.

| will becertaintorecommendit to others. Keep up
your wonderful work for theLord.” -Michael

“I honestly think that the Holy Spiritled meto your
ste” -Jamie

“I just wanted to thank you for al thegood you are
revedingwith BibleHelp.org. | waslookingfor
some help with anissueand stumbled my way to
thesiteand found great comfort and understanding
inwhat | read. | amnow adaily visitor tothesite
and will promoteit tofriends. Thank youfor caring
and teaching the Christian Faithin such acasua
informativeway” -Todd

“Pleaseinform mewhen thedownloadablefile
wouldbeavailable. I'minterested to have my own
complication of thearticles. Fortunately, | am at the
crossroad of my religiouslifeandI’dliketolearn
moreabout my faith.” -Yvette Philippines

“I redly enjoy your Site.” -Rich

“Thank you, thiswasexactly what | waslooking
for” -Marcel

“I recently found your siteonlineand | hadtolet
you know ... It hasbeen ablessingtomy life. |
found it wheni most neededit.” -Josh

“... Thethingthat concernsmeisthat | carry this
‘an’ inmy heart andit hurtssobadly...” -
anonymous Romania

“God blessyoufor your servicetothesaints’ -
Albert

“Thank you for putting up such ahelpful page.” -
Sely

“Praise God! | entered bible study inan engine, saw
your Steand itintrigued me. | clicked on about
sumbling Chrigtians, which, unfortunately iswherel
amnow. You haveuplifted metremendoudy. How

| wish| knew the email addresses of so many
membersof my former church. | would forwardit
tothemall. But, primarily, you have helped meto
get back ontrack with God.” -Sonny

“Thanksand God blessyou abundantly.” -Anette
Ghana, Africa

“I just want totell you that what you haveisavery
awesomething.” -Jeff

“I truly aminspired by what | haveread sofar.
Godisworkinginmy lifethroughyour efforts, and |
thank God for all your hard work.!!!” -Bev

“1 am not sureexactly surewhy | am struggling, but
... I don't know why I’'m doing this, but | hateit.”
-Rick

“Awesome, No wordsexcept All glory to God. “ -
Annahona

“... Oh, how I felt touched by theportion | have
currently beabletoread.” -Gerald

“I’'m grateful for your websiteand information about
how to know God'swill for our lives. Thank you.”
-Amy

“I have alwayshad atremendousfear of death, and
about ayear and ahalf ago, | wasdiagnosed with
Hodgkin’sLymphoma, and about eight weeksinto
my treatment, my brain madeatremendousshift. All
of thesudden, | became constantly engulfedin my
fear of death. | waswondering if therewasany
way for meto be helped to overcomethis, so | can
enjoy my lifeagain...” -Jason

“Interesting Website. Gracebetoyou.” -John
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“Sofar | haven't found any that you missed. You
didareally goodjob. | redly likeyour site.” -
Noreen

“I just want to tell you that something wonderful
happened to metoday through your writings.

Many issuesthat | have been facing were soothed
over by the peace and assurance | found in your
words... | believethe Lord was speaking tome

... Thank you so very much from the bottom of my
heart.” -Greg

“Thank-you mikefor answering my desperate call
for help. | am back ontrack. “ -Sophia

“1 wanted you to know that | deeply predicate your
siteand | commend you on your examples, they
seemwel| thought out and applicable ... and would
liketo use someof thematerialsyou haveat our
local church” -Carl

“Thanksfor having thissiteso | could print what |
needed.... “ -Tom

“Your sStewasvery useful... ” -Ron

“1 would liketo thank you for having such aprecise
and informativewebsite such asthisone! Thetopics
and studiesin your websitegavemeinspiration,
hope, and answersto alot of my questions.” -
Paige

“Thank youfor creating such agreat Stewith just
theinformation | needed about doing God'swill.” -
Sirley

“1 found your websitetoday, | redlly, redly likeita
lot.” -Noreen

“... I «ill don’t know why thishappened, | never
wanted to hurt JESUS ... Pray to help menot to
look at thecircumstances... and now | fed |
HAVEMESSED ITALL UR” -Richard

“Thank youfor your ministry and help.” -
Anonymous

“l just wanted totell you | just read your pageon
the Power of Prayer. | think thissort of thingis
excellent. Keep it up + may God Blessyou
aways!” -Coner

“I'just want to thank you very much for the chapter
of your book on* Standing up for principles.” It has
been agreat reading for meand acomfortin
knowingthat | havedonetheright thingindeciding
not to pursueaviolation of my rightsand principles
inawork environment. ... | look forwardto
reading more of your book.” -Hellen

“Your chapter ‘ Finding theElusive Will of God' is
very good material. | amusing for our current Bible
Study. -Regimon

“... I doenjoy readingitandit dsorefreshesmy
mind. Hearing theway you explainthingswas
helpful and | really didenjoyedit ... Pleasekeep
up thegood work inthe Name of Our Lord.” -Rev
Dale

“Your Chapter 9.07 had somehel pful informationin
it describingthe Trinity. 1t can bequiteacomplex
subject.” -Jerry

“Hi, | havejust been reading your siteand can't get
enough. Itispriceless.” -Bill

“1 stumbled on your web sitetoday during asearch
andfound severa topicsvery helpful. Thank you
for your work.” -Phil

“I redlly likeyour references concerning Jesus
ChristasGod.” -John

“ ... theLordled meheretoday... your obedience
totheLord hasblessed me.” -Dawn

“Thank you very muchfor dl thisinformation, it has
helped megresatly. Afriendreferred metothissite
because| had aBibleproject for school. | greatly
appreciatethe many stories and have used many of
them.” -Am
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“Wanted to say | really enjoyed thewritingon
creation, it wasvery interesting.” -Lance

“I interested very much with your ideaand
approach of friendshipevangelism ... hopefully
will gpply itinmy ministry.” -Berson

“Your gteisenlighteningand | gppreciatethe
emphasison JesusChrist.” -Edwin

“Thanksfor your web-site.” James
“Yoursisawonderful website” -Angie

“| found your sitetoday and | am very excited.” -
Anonymous

“ ... Itisawonderful blessing to haveaplacesuch
asthisto cometo and berefreshed. Onceagain, |
say Thank You!” -Doug

“Itsamazing, my husband and | werehaving a
discussion about Jesusbeing God and | couldn’t
fully answer hisquestion ... when| jumped onthe
web and found your web site ... you had put it
together perfectly ... itwaseasy totalk to my
husband about it. So thank you againfor your
wonderful web site.” -Christine

Thank you for such awonderful website. Your
websiteissoinspirational. | will besureto passit
ontomy friends. -Mark

Letter one: "...if you could takeaminuteto pray
for my cat (Rocco) to find hisway back home safe
| wouldredlly appreciatedl thehelp | can get.”
Letter two: "Hi | just sent ane-mail 2 secondsago
asking for youto say aprayer to help my kitty
come home and wouldn't you know it by thegrace
of God thevery second | clicked on send now he
jumped right in thewindow out of nowherel don't
exactly know what to think of that but it was pretty
amazing thetiming of thewholethingwell | just
wanted totell you thanksanyways." -Allison
[Editor'sNote: Well, | don't know what to think
either. Incaseany of you arewondering, my
prayersare not that powerful.]

Editor’'sNote:

Sincemany of theseemailsarefrom different
countries, they had somegrammatica errors, etc.
Asaresult, some of the commentshad to be edited
alittleto correct someof theglaring errors. | have,
however, |eft most of thesmaller problems
unchanged.




BibleHelp.org

M eet theAuthor

Mikeand Janet

BibleHelp.org originally started asapersonal
ministry of Michael and Janet Bronson (both lay-
Christians). It has, however, takenonalifeof its
own. It hasabout 17,000 new visitorsamonth
from over 120 countries. About 85,000 chapters
are accessed amonth. Go to the Comments page
to seewhat some of thevisitorshavesaid.

MikeworksasaCorrection Officer in aprison that
wasonceknown asthe“Largest Walled Prisonin
theWorld.” HehasAssociate Degreesin Science
and in Computer Electronics(EET). Healso
graduated from New TribesMission’smissionary
training (Bible School, Boot Camp, Jungle Camp,
and Language Schoal).

Mikedesigned several computer projectsfor the
Department of Correctionsand, asaresult, was
asked towork onloaninthe Deputy Director’s
office. WhileintheDeputy Director’soffice, he
worked toimprove security withinthe prison
system through the use of computers.

A couple projectshe designed are Satistical
Analysis of Assaults (SSA) and Prisoner Visit
Registration (PVR). With SSA, dataonall
assaultsarefed into the computer and analyzed.
Graphsare printed showing assaultsby time,
location, weapons used, etc. Theassaultsat each
prison are compared with the assaults of the other
40 prisons. Theprogramiseven ableto compen-
satefor various security levelsand prison popula-
tions. Asaresult, many “hot spots’ wereidentified
and rectified. Assaultshave been greatly reduced.
A sampleof the printoutsisshown below.

With PVR, dl peoplevisiting prisonersmust register
on astatewide computer system. Not only hasthis
system eiminated an antiquated paper registration
system, it hasgreatly increased prison security. |
won't gointothedetails, but we have substantially
reduced alargevariety of security problemswith
thissystem.

Janet isahigh school chemistry teacher. Shehasa
BSfrom Liberty University and aMastersdegree
fromMSU. LikeMike, Janet isvery computer-
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literateand isskilled in programming and computer
repair. Shehasworked hard getting computerized
lab stationsfor her studentsand multimediatool sfor
her teaching.

Janet hasapassion for sewing and hasaPfaff 2140
embroidery sawing machine. Sheenjoysmaking
clothing from scratch and hasdevel oped aministry
of making special clothing for newborn babies, etc.
Being ableto embroider professiona designsonthe
finished product tops off abeautiful garment.

Mikeand Janet share many commoninterests.
They both werelifeguardswhen they werein school
and enjoy constructionwork. They areboth skilled
in carpentry, eectrica wiring, plumbing, roofing,
and some cement work. They usetheir construc-
tion skillsasan outreach to their neighborsand
would liketo beableto do somemissionary
congtruction projectsinthefuture.

Mikeand Janet host many family and church parties
at their home. Their two acresof land and 5-stall
garageareided for largecrowds. Kidslove
playing fooshall, air hockey, and racquetball (the
courtisbuiltinthegarage). Their fountain (which
pumps 5,000 gallonsan hour) is, of course, a
gigantic kid-magnet. Occasiondly, anunsuspecting
adultisaso“attracted” tothecool inviting water.

“Foodfights’ areabig hit with everyone. Mikeand
Janet buy two grocery cartsfull of day-old bread
(for $7) and have 20 minutes of total mayhem.
Whenit'sfinished, bread iseverywhere. Apart
fromthe plastic bags, thereisno cleanup. The
birds, squirrels, and deer eat it al withinafew days.

I nteresting Side Notesabout Their Engagement

Thefirst“I loveyou.” ThefirsttimeMiketold
Janet heloved her wasin afortune cookieat a
Chineserestaurant. Mikeinsertedthenoteina
fortune cookieand made arrangementswith the
manager to haveit delivered at the end of themeal.
However, thewaitress brought thewrong cookies.
Fortunately, the manager redlized what happened
and corrected the problem.

Asking permission for Janet’shand. Mike
asked Janet’ sfather for permissiontomarry his
daughter. After hewasgiven permission, Mike
gave him 10 ceramic cows. The chapter Johnny
Lingo'sEight Cow Wife explainsthe significance
of thisgift.

Theproposal. Mikeand Janet were eating ameal
at afancy restaurant when Janet noticed somegold
writing on her plate. Asshecleared the platewith
her fork, she saw thewords, * Janet, will you marry
me?’ (Mike had the plates custom madeacouple
weeksearlier.) Asasidenote, Janet almost missed
thisproposal. Shelived two hoursaway and she
almost canceled her visit because of amagjor
snowstorm.

Her engagement ring. Since Mikeloveschoco-
late, he asked Janet if shewould make some
brownies. When she broke open one of the eggs,
out came her engagement ring. Ittook Mike 10
hoursof experimenting to figure out away to
successfully get thering insdetheegg. Needlessto
say, Janet wasabit surprised.

Mike"hard at work”
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Preparing for awater
baloonfight Mike
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Our fountain that pumps 5,000 gallonsan hour
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Janin her sawing room

Mikein Junglecamp (1975)
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Ourfamily
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Oneof our famous*food fights”
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Thekitchen / dining room that we remodel ed from scratch
(It' snicehaving awifewhoisasgood in construction asmyself)
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How Quickly are People Goingto Hell?

Onaverage, it hasbeen estimated that someone diesand goesto Hell every
timeyour heart beats. For moreinformation, go to http://biblehel p.org/
signal.htm (achapter called Sgnal of Need ) to see how thisestimate has

been calculated. Hereishow the numbersadd up:
1.65 persecond

99 perminute
5925 per hour
142thousand per day
52million peryear
3.6hillion peraveragelifetime(70years)

The World Famous Destiny Counter

13,745,286

| have created the Destiny Counter to help you visuaizethisproblem. Thegoa of this
counter isto help Christians seethe urgency of taking the gospel to therest of theworld.
To start thiscounter, go to http://biblehel p.org/l ost.htm. You can leave this counter
running onyour computer (in the background) for days, weeks, or months. You can
|eavethe counter running even though you havelogged off from the I nternet
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A Rose Standing Amongst
the Rubble

Chapter: 1.01
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1984 -2002

Panicked eyesturn skyward asthe sirensbegin to
scream. Theblack storm clouds, 200 feet above
theground, pull behind itself avaleof darkness.
Thesesinister clouds, rolling likewaveson abeach,
look likeevil itsdlf ispouring into thetown.

What started out asanormal storm now gripsthe
attention of every onlooker. Itisjust amatter of
time beforethe calm would be shattered. Atfirdt,
theflag in the center of town showsjust ahint of a
breeze. Gradualy, it beginsto riseup, showingits
full colors. Asthewindincreases, thepolebegins
to bend under the pressure. Suddenly, theflagpole
snapsoff, sending 20 feet of metal intoacar’s
windshidd.

Nearby, trees are shattering like matchsticksasthe
stormgrowsinintensity. Thehowl of thewindis
replaced by the dreaded sound of afreight train.
Thebeast dropsitslong arm out of the sky to
demonstrateitsawesome power. Thetornado,
dancing back and forth, showsno mercy to the
homesbelow. Asquickly asit began, theterror
wasover. Inamatter of minutes, multiple homes
and livesaredestroyed.

Inthemidst of themayhem and destruction wasan
unusua sight. A singlerosestanding boldly amongst
therubble. Thisfragilebeautiful flower survivedthe
storm. It survived adestruction that even concrete
and stedl couldn’t withstand.

Thisroseisan excellent pictureof what aChristian
should belike: Strong enoughto survivethe
storms, whileremaining beautiful and refreshing.
Unfortunately, many Christiansfindit difficult tobe
both strong and refreshing. The Christianswho are
very strong tend to bemore cold and sterileand
thosewho arerefreshing tend to beless consistent
inther Christianwalk.

Being aChristianisafantastic experience. Obvi-
oudly, theforgivenessof our snsand our inheritance
inHeaven areimportant benefitsof our faith.
However, our lifehereon earth should befulfilling
andrewarding. Unfortunately, many Christians
have never experienced the* abundant life’ of which
Jesus spoke.

Livinginafdlenworld can bedifficult. Thereare
diseases, hardships, and premature deaths. Mean,
rude, and cruel peopleoften disrupt our lives.
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Everyone, both Christiansand non-Christianshave
tofacethese problems. AsChristians, however, we
have an additional adversary: Satan. Heknows
hurting usisthe oneway he can hurt an otherwise
untouchable God. Of course, if aChristianis
successful inleading othersto Christ, hebecomes
even moreof atarget for Satan.

To preparefor these difficulties, many work hard at
becoming strong and faithful Christians. They
ground themselvesin theWord and become
extremely disciplined. Not only isthiscommend-
able, thisissomething dl Christiansshould do.

Unfortunately, many Christiansdevelop ahard
emotiond exterior whiletrying to solidify themselves
againgt Satan’sattacks. They losetheloveand
passionfor Jesus. Their warm and gentletouch
becomescold and firm. Their loving and passionate
speech becomessterol and clinical. TheseChris-
tiansarenolonger refreshing to bearound. They
havelost theinner beauty that attractsothersto
Chrigt. Inasensg, itislikeapersonbeingtrained
by themilitary’s Specia Forces. They become
excd lent fighting machines, but their persondity
becomesdtiff andformd.

=Ny

Remember therose? It didn’t survivethestorm
becauseit washard like steel or stone. Itssurvival
had nothing to dowithitsown strength. Likewise,
our survival inthisstorm of lifewill not be because
of our internal strength. Our protection hasto come
from something that ismore powerful thanthe
storm. God isour protection. Ps33:16-20 says
thesizeof theKing'sarmy can't savehim, a
warrior’sgreat strength can’t help him escape, and

ahorse'sgreat strength can’t bring deliverance. Ps.
3:3says, “Youareour helpand shidd.” (Atthe
end of thischapter aremany versescalling God our
shield and protector.™)

God expectshischildrento bediligent intheir
spiritual preparations. Weareto ground ourselves
in HisWord and develop aclosewak with Him.
However, our livesshould still be as soft and
refreshing astherose. Our strength and stability
should comefrom the protective hand of God, not
our hardness. Prov. 21:31 says, “A horseis
prepared for theday of battle, but safety isfromthe
Lord.” God requiresustodo our part to protect
ourselvesspiritualy, but God isthe onewho
actudly providestheprotection.

Thishardening processisanatural occurrencethat
takes place whenever apersonisexposed to rough
elements. For example, when apersonworkswith
rockseveryday, hewill develop ahard protective
coatingonhishandscalled callous. Likewise, when
apersonworksinadifficult and hostileenviron-
ment, hisemotions can become calloused.

“I’'mgoingtokill that officer if hedoesn’t back off!”
an angry prisoner vented to another prisoner. “I'm
sick andtired of thisplaceand I’ mfed up with
being toldwhat todo.” A coupleminutesearlier |
had arun-inwith this prisoner up on the Fourth
galery intheprisonwherel worked. Unknownto
the prisoner, an officer inanearby gunturret
overheardthethreatsonmy life. Before other
officerscould be brought into put himinto segrega-
tion, the prisoner went down to the officer working
onBaseintheblock and said, “Youtell Bronsonto
back off. If that punk keepsmessingwith me, I'll
drop him off the Fourth gallery.” (Sinceitwould be
too offensiveto quote verbatim what the prisoner
sad, | diminated someof hischoiceadjectives.)

Subsequently, hewaslocked up for threatening
behavior. To our surprise, thisprisoner, whowasin
prison for double murder, wasfound not guilty of
threatening to murder me and wasrel eased back
into general population. Thereason: The prisoner
never madethethreatsdirectlyto me. Sincehe
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never told meto my facethat hewanted tokill me,
the prison court ruled the prisoner’ swordswere
not intended to intimidate me or cause meto fear
for my life. Thisruling caused such uproar that even
theFreePressranan articleabout it (Nov. 10,
1986).

Working with violent, anti-social peoplewithintense
behaviora problemsisextremdly difficult. Inorder
to copewiththis, many officersdevelop ahard
exterior. Althoughthishard exterior helpsthe
officer deal with somebrutal Situations, itisa
hindrancein dealing with norma stuations. This
hard exterior isnot conduciveto ahappy homelife.

It doesn’t haveto bethisway, though. A person
who workswith rocks can uselotionto keep his
handssoft. Likewise, anofficer workinginaprison
can keep himsalf from becoming emotiondly hard.
Itisn't easy, but it canbedone. Surprisingly, the
officerswho have been ableto accomplishthisare
usually themost successful in dealing with prisoners.
Not only canthey handle the rough situations, but
their camand friendly demeanor often defuses
volatilestuations.

Although being emotiondly callousedisproblem-
atic, being spiritudly calloused iseven moreprob-
lematic. Thereareacouplewaysapersoncan
become spiritually calloused. Oneway isfora
person to focustoo much on their Christian prepa-
rationsand subsequently losetheir lovefor Jesus.
Thereisareason why seminariesare sometimes
referredtoas” cemeteries.” The Churchin Ephesus
(Rev 2:1-7) wasdoctrinally sound, but had “lost
theirfirstlove.” Themechanicsof their Chritian
experience became moreimportant than the person
withwhom they were supposed to adore.

Exposuretothedaily grind of the Christian experi-
enceisanother way aperson can become spiritually
calloused. | think pastorscan easily relatetothis.

A pastor’sjob, by itsvery nature, can bevery
difficult. However, strifeintheir church, brought on
by petty fightsover thingslikethe color of the
carpet, takesitstoll. Tosurvive, many pastorshave
become calloused spiritudly.

A life that’s refreshing and victorious

My goal for thisbook isto help you develop a
Chrigtianlifethat isexciting, consistent, and victori-
ous. | want you to beableto develop aChristian
lifethat not only isstrong enough to withstand the
storms, but onethat will be attractive and refreshing
to others.

| think you' Il find thisbook iswritten from aper-
spective quitedifferent from other bookson Chris-
tianliving. | havehad four yearsof Bibletraining
(New TribesIngtitute) and have worked asafull
time Christianworker. | asoknow thedifference
between | ofty theol ogical theoriesand practical
down-to-earth solutions. Havingworkedinthe
prison system for over 15 years, | know exactly
wherethe*“ rubber meetstheroad.” | think you'll
find the solutionsprovided in thisbook arepractica
and beneficia. Toillustratethe uniqueapproach |
havetakeninthisbook, | will tell you about another
experiencel have had.

When | wasan officer at the prison, the Deputy
Director of Correctionsdiscovered that | was
skilled with computersand asked metowork in his
office. | designed computer programsfor himfor
over four years. | wasinavery unique position.
Not only was| highly skilled with computers, | also
had an intimate knowledge of prison operations(a
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rarecombination). Asaresult, | wasabletodesign
computer programstailored-madefor the prisons.

| knew from first-hand experiencethe areasthat
would benefit the most from computersand | knew
how to writethe programsto meet these needs.
These programswere down-to-earth and practical.

Likewise, | amcurrently inauniquepositioninthe
field of Chrigtian service. Not only do| have
extengvetheologicd training, | haveanintimate
knowledge of thestruggles Christiansface. |
personally had to struggleinawidevariety of
stuations. Thesolutions| have developed arenot
targeted for aspecific group, such asthelay-
Christian or the pastor. These practical and down-
to-earth solutions have been devel oped for Chris-
tiansinal walksof life.

Thisbook provides practica solutionsto many of
the common problems Christiansencounter. Itis
designedto help bring the Christiantoamore
mature and enjoyablewalk in Christ. A balanced
and mature Christianwill bemore cons stent,
productive, and happy in his Christian experience.

Recently, I bought my wifeaPfaff sawing machine
that also doesembroidery. It'safantastic machine,
but each card holding about 15 embroidery designs
cost about $120. A couple monthsafter | pur-
chased themachine, | discovered therewere places
onthelnternet that gave away freedesigns(some
made by professionalsand othersby sewing
enthusiasts).

After spending several hundred hourssearching the
far cornersof theInternet, | have collected over
18,000 designs. Although there are hundreds of
stesthat offer only onefreedesign, thereare other
sitesthat offer 50 to 600 designs. Asahelpto
other embroidery enthusiasts, | posted severd
articleson the Net showing wherethesedesignscan
befound. Moreimportant, | have shown them how
to get over 4,000 designsby vigitingonly 10 Sites.

I nstead of spending anincredibleamount of time
searching the Net, they can acquireanimpressive
library of designsvery quickly. Thebottomlineis
this: massivegainscan bemadewithminimal effort

(incomparison) if you focuson the correct aress.

Thissame principle holdstruewhenit cometo
developing spiritud maturity. A great dedl of
spiritua maturity and stability can beobtainedif the
Christianfocusesonthecorrect areas. That isthe
purposeof thisbook. Christian maturity is, of
course, anever-ending process. | havefound,
however, aChristian can greetly reducehis
strugglesand frustrationsif heiswell groundedin
somebasic areas. View thisbook the sameway as
theembroidery list | havementioned. Itwill not
provideyou all of theanswers, butit’ll giveyoua
great start.

My desireisnot to make money from thisbook.
My desireisto help othersdevel op asolid and
excitinglifein Christ. Thisisthereason| amnow
making thisbook availableonthelnternet. Hope-
fully, inthenear futureyou will beableto download
aprintableversion of thisbook.

| haveliteraly invested severa thousand hoursand
several thousand dollarsin devel oping thisbook.
My wife has sacrificed agreat dedl of her time
editingthemanuscripts. If you find thisbook
helpful, please sharethisInternet addresswith a
friend and pray that God would usethismaterial for
HisGlory.

Versescalling God our
shield and protector

Ps. 28:7 “TheLordismy strength and my shield.”
Is. 43:2 “Whenyou passthroughthe
waters, | will bewith you, and when you pass
though theriversthey will not sweep over you”

Ps. 7:10 “My shieldisGod Most High.”

Ps. 115:9 “Heisour helpand shield”

Ps. 144:2 “Heismy loving God and my fortress,

my stronghold and my deliverer, my shieddinwhom
| takerefuge.”
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Dt. 33:12 “Let thebeloved of the Lord rest
securdly inHim, for Heshieldshimal day long.”

2Sam. 22:3 “My God ismy rock inwhom | take
refuge, my shield ... "

Ps. 33:20 “Heisour helpand our shield.”
Ps. 91:7 “ A thousand may fall at your side, ten
thousand at your right hand, but it will not come

near you.”

Prov. 2:7 “Heismy shield to thosewho wak
blamdess”

Prov. 30:5 “Heisashieldto those who take
refugeinHim.”

Ps. 91:4 “Hewill cover youwith hisfeathersand
under Hiswingsyouwill find refuge; Hisfaithfulness
will beyour shidd.”

Ps. 3:3“Youareashieddaroundme... "
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TheVictoriousLife

Chapter: 1.02
Copyright © Michaegl Bronson 1984 -2002

Theheinousclicking noise pounded away asthe
roller coaster dowly worked itsway up thefirst hill.
Asthe carsreached thetop of the 250-foot hill, its
occupantspreparefor theinevitable. Suddenly, the
roller coaster began itsrapid descent and thethrill-
seekersplunged toward Earthat 70 m.p.h.. The
cold metal tracksguided the carsthrough their reign
of terror. Itssolid grip subjected itsoccupantsto
pressuresasgreat asthree G's (threetimesthe
forceof gravity).

Roller coastersat the amusement parksare gredt,
but they arelessthan desirableinyour spiritua life.
Thespiritua roller-coaster ridethat plaguesmany
Christians causesan enormousamount of frustra-
tion, guilt and discouragement. It producesafedling

of helplessnesssimilar to that of being thrown about
inasmall sailboat by the mighty ocean waves.
Disllusonment beginsto surface. Guilt overwhems
usand our lack of answered prayers seemsto
indicatethat something must bewronginour lives.
Wefed likethe apostle Paul didin Romans7:15-
24. HerePaul sayshe cannot do thethingsthat he
wantsto do, and he doesthe thingsthat he doesnot
want to do.

Our spiritual defeatsmay be small and unnoticesble
or they may be common knowledgeto those
around us. When aperson acceptsChristandis
born again, hereceivesanew spiritual nature. His
old naturedoesnot die, but rather, continuesto war
againstthenew nature. The Christianwill dways
experiencethisstruggle between thetwo naturesas
each battlesto gain supremacy. Thisbattlerages
throughout our lifetimeand can beintenseand
amost overwhemingat times.

Therecanbealifeof victory for the Christian, alife
freefrom therelentlessupsand downsof theroller-
coaster ride. Many Christianshaveresignedtothe
ideathat they cannot obtainvictory or “rest” inthis
lifetime. Thesepeopledo not redizethat victorious
living canbearedlity. Christiansdo not needtobe
subjected to every dubioushill and valley of the
gpiritual roller coaster. Thebeliever canaobtain
consistency, peaceand rest. However, let usnot
confusethisvictoriouslifewith unattainablesinless
perfection. AvictoriousChrigtianlifeisnot alife
void of sin, temptation and frustration, but alife of
control and consistency.

Being victoriousisnot aresult of being a“ super”
Christian or specidly “touched” by God. Rather, it
comesfrom an understanding of our truepositionin
Christ. Anincomplete understanding of God's
forgiveness producesatremendousamount of guilt
and frustration, thus spiritud fatigue. Thisunder-
standingissimilar tothat of aloving and mature
married couple. Thiscouplehasdevel oped adeep
trust and understanding of each other. They do not
hopethey cantrust thejudgment of the other, they
know they can. When circumstances seemto say
otherwise, their trust in each other will carry them
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through until they cantalk it out.

Satan fightson many frontsin our livesand some
tacticsare more effective than others. Making us
feel overwhelmed, isolated or completely self-
sufficient are hismost powerful tools. Anim-
proper understanding and approach to these areas
will leave usvulnerableto the attacks of Satan.

Focusing on our past sinsand failurescan over-
whelmus. Thisisoneof themost destructivetools
of Satan. Withit, hestedsour joy and spiritua
grength. Intheir ownlives, many Christiansfindit
hardto“forgiveand forget” their snsand short-
comings. Whether itisasinglemgjor failure, or an
accumulation of many small failures, theresultistill
thesame. Wefed weare unworthy of enjoying
intimatefelowshipwith God.

The victorious lifeis not a life free of external struggles
and temptations. It is, though, alife of INNER peace and
rest.

We must learnto completely clean our datewith
Godandfed fully forgiven after each sin. Picture
having some special company over for dinner. Your
best chinaand tablecloth areout. Asthedinner
darts, everyoneisvery careful not to spill anything
onthebeautiful tablecloth. Inevitably, though,
someone makesthefirst spill. Thisperson, of
course, feelsbad and agreat effortismadenot to
doitagain. Asthemea continuesand morestains
appear, the guestsarel ess cautious about being
doppy. By theend of theweek, thetableclothisso

soiled that no oneredly caresif they arethe next
oneto spill. The consensushasbecome”What
difference doesone more stain make?’

Many Christianshavefailed so many timesthey just
do not seethe point intrying anymore. They have
failed so many timesaready they fed there'sno
benefitinresisting their current temptation. How-
ever, if the Christian seeshimsalf ashaving aperfect
record, heismuch moredeterminedtoresist
temptation. When we understand the marvelous
truth of being completely forgiven, wewill not fed
overwhelmed or defeated.

Learning to leavethe past behind reducesagreat
dedl of stressand pressure. Wemust liveinthe
present. Wehaveno businesswallowinginthesins
of our past or fretting over the potential hazards of
our future. Wemust continually draw ontheLord
for our strength. Being victoriousinthe past does
not mean wewill bevictoriousinthe present.
Having aclosewak with the Lordin the past does
not necessarily reciprocateto aclosewalk with
God now. Our strong communion of the past
providesno strength for the present. We must
draw our strength from God continually. Many
songsrevolve around the regeneration process of
waiting onthe Lord and drawing our strength from
him. Yet, “ Day by Day,” nor “Hour by Hour” is
frequent enough. Wemust draw fromHim*“Mo-
ment by Moment.”

TheVietcong (VC) usedisolation to break our
POWsduring theVietnamwar. They would
separate asoldier from therest of the POWs
requiring himto carry the burdensof hiscollapsed
worldaone. TheVCwould parade beforehim
newspaper clippingsof anti-war protestsshowing
how hiscountry had betrayed him. Sometimes, the
fina crushing blow would comewhentheVC
showed himaletter or telegram (usualy forged)
telling him hiswife had divorced him or that one of
hischildren had died. Many prisonerswere over-
whelmed and gaveup al hope. Thisresultedin
mental and physical deterioration. Some POWs
wereisolated for many yearsfrom thetruth and
their families
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| solation producesfedlingsof rejection and aban-
donment, leading to resentment, frustration and
discouragement. Thethought that no onereally
caresfor you can beemotionally devastating.
When aperson percelveshimself asfacingahostile
world aone, hebecomesoverwhelmedwitha
feeling of futility. Now, emotional, physical and
spiritua deterioration setsin.

Fedling cut off from our friends, especidly our
Chrigtianfriends, can bepainful. Yet, feeling cut off
from God isextremely devastating. Satanwill do
everything within hispower to makeusfed isolated
from God. Hemay amplify our weaknessesand
failures, thentry to convince usthat God isdisap-
pointed. Wedo not usually feel God hasoutright
deserted us, but wethink Hemust betired, impa
tient or just plain disgusted with us. We convince
ourselves God must beviewing uswiththe same
critical eyeweview ourselves.

Satanisthefather of lies, and hewill lieto usabout
God and other Chrigtians. Heknowsif wefed
abandoned by God we may smply giveup ato-
gether. Wemay gofor yearsor evenalifetime
beforewefindthetruth. AsChristians, our rela-
tionship with God should be based on what the
Biblesays, and not on what people or Satan says.
Understanding thiswill saveusmuchfuturegrief.

An ever-present danger of aChristian living suc-
cessfully isthetemptation of becoming overconfi-
dentinone'sskillsand abilities. Thereoncewasa
woodpecker pecking away at amighty oak tree.
Thebird pecked once, twicebut on thethird hit, a
lightning bolt happened to strikethetreeand
knocked it over. After picking himsalf up off the
ground, the bird thought “Who would have guessed
that after just three peckswith my beak, thistree
wouldfall over.” Becareful togive Godfull credit
for al themighty worksthat He doesinyour lives.

Not only isoverconfidenceaninsultto God, it a so
deniesHimof Hisdueglory. Overconfidence
leavesusopenfor spiritua bankruptcy. Spiritual
bankruptcy happens anytimewerely more on our
own strength than God’s. Satan isnot too con-

cerned with how herendersusineffective, only the
fact that weareineffective. If hecannot drag the
Christian backward with sinand guilt, hewill try
tripping him up with abig pushforward, making him
too successful. However, the net result of both
tacticsistill thesame: TheChristianturnsfrom
God' smighty power to human strength and intellect.

Victory and stability grow inour lifeaswelearnto
draw our strengthfrom God. Thisstrength, stability
and thefruitsof the Spirit are natural by-products of
acommitted Christian. A grapevine doesnot
struggle and strain to produce grapes; it produces
them naturally. Likewise, we Christiansdo not
becomefruitful whenwestruggleand strive; a
fruitful lifemust comenaturaly.

You cannot have a "mountain-top experience"
without valleys to contrast the difference.

Inner rest, aninternd lifefree of struggles, worries
and pressures, characterizesthevictoriouslife.
Although the Christian can be plagued by many
externa problems, theinner spirit can beat peace
and unconcerned withthefuture. Thisrest alows
thebeliever torgjuvenate hisstrength. Isaiah
40:31asays, “But they that wait (or rest) uponthe
Lord shal renew their strength.” Restingquietly in
theLordisimportant. When Psalms46:10astates,
“Bedtill and know that | am God,” itisemphasizing
theimportance of making timein our busy schedule
to reflect on the presence and person of God.
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Some Christiansview thevictoriouslifeasalifefree
from temptation and conflict. Thiscould not be
further fromthetruth. Althoughwearepromised
victory if wefollow God principles, weare not
promised an absence of temptationsand conflicts.

Thechildren of Isragl were promised complete
victory intheir conquest of the Promised Land if
they remained faithful and obedient to God. This
victory, though, wasnot given autometically; they
had to fight each battleoneat atime. Inthefirst
sevenyearsof conquest, Israel did not loseasingle
soldier in battle except on oneoccasion. Thebattle
atAiisfoundinJoshua?. Inthisconflict, Isragl lost
36 men because of the sin committed by one
person, Achan. Oncethissinwasconfessed and
punished, | srael again becamevictorious. Unfortu-
nately, after sevenyears, |sragl turned their eyes
away from God and their victoriouslifeended.

Therearethreelessonsto belearned fromIsragl’s
conquest of thePromised Land. First, alifeof
victory doesnot include an absence of problems
and conflicts. Second, there can bevictory and rest
for thebdiever inthislifetime. Wecan have
consstent victory inal temptationsandtrialswe
face. Findly, thisvictory and rest isdependent
solely on our obedienceto God.

Hebrews4:1-11 exhortsusto “enter into Hisrest.”
Thisrestiscompared withtherest (or victory)
|srael had when they first entered the Promised
Land. Therewere many Old Testament Hebrews
who missed God'srest and victory because of their
unbelief. We, as Christians, can chooseto enter
into Hisrest or facealifeof frustration and
sruggles.

God created theworld and universein six daysand
on the seventh day Herested. Thework had been
completed and God rested. Likewise, the book of
Hebrewsexhortsusto rest in the sameway God
rested onthe seventh day. Hehasdoneall the
work for usthrough Christ who died onthe cross.
Now, we can rest from our inner struggles. God
created the Sabbath Day to provide the Hebrews
with physical rejuvenation. Likewise, God has

created aninner Sabbath Day rest to provide us
with spiritud rejuvenation.

Thechoiceisours. Wecanrestin Christ, draw
from Hisstrength and producefruit naturally, or we
canlivealifeof fruitlessstrugglesand frustrations.
Enteringinto Hisrestisnot an optionfor the
Christianworker; itisaprerequisite.
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Learn to Walk before
You Run

Chapter: 1.03
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1984 -2002

Theground shook asthedriversrevved their mighty
enginesin preparation for the quarter-mile sprint.
Thetworacecars, standing sideby side, will be
pushed near their breaking point to obtain the best
time. Both driversready themselvesfor themassive
accelerationthat will pinthemtotheir seets.

Thedtarting flag dropsand thedriversengagetheir
engines. Onecar boltsout with athundering roar.
Theother jerksforward 30 yardsand stalls. The
driver flusheswith embarrassment astheredlization
setsin; hestarted theracein third gear.

Everythinginlifehasanatural progresson; you start
out smply and dowly, gradualy working your way
up to something moreadvanced. Thisprinciple
appliesin Chrigtian serviceaswell. Spiritualy, you
must learntowalk beforeyoutry torun. If yourun
beforeyou areready, youwill end up just like our
racecar driver; stalled and humiliated. Not only
would thisbeamajor embarrassment for you, but
anareato beridiculed by unbelievers.

In Luke 14:28-32, Jesus stressed the dangers of
rushinginto aChristian serviceunprepared. The
believer must first count the cost to seeif heis

willingand ableto pay theprice. Jesusillustrated
thiswith the story of amanwho started to build a
house but soon discovered hedid not have enough
money to completeit. Asaresult, al thosearound
him mocked him. AsChristianworkers, we must
carefully evaluate our preparation and maturity to
determinehow fast weshould* run” spiritualy.

In 1 Timothy 3:6, Paul explicitly warnsusabout
putting anovice (new Christian) inaposition of
leadership. New Christiansdo not havethe matu-
rity or stability to handlethe pressuresand tempta-
tionsof leadership. A noviceinsuchaposition can
easly swell up with pridedueto hislack of spiritua
Sability.

Anyone can start a race, but
not just anyone can finish it.

Before you set out on your spiritual race,
be sure you are prepared and ready.

Mapletreesdemonstrate the stability brought on by
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dow consistent growth. Soft maplesgrow quickly.
Yet, because of therapid growth they are more
proneto cracking. (My car experienced thisafter
anicestorm.) Hard maples, onthe other hand,
grow slowly. Thisdow consistent growth produces
asolid treethat can withstand most storms. Spiri-
tual and emotiona stability usudly isaresult of dow
consistent growth. Do not expect to achieve 15
yearsof spiritua growthinthreemonths. Likewise,
do not alow yourself to be put into aposition of
Spiritua servicethat requiresspiritua maturity
beyond your present capacities.

“Christian Workers. Prepared and Ready,” focuses
onthe specia needsof the Christianworker. This
sectionisdesigned to help you avoid some of the
maor pitfallsthat have rendered many Christian
workersunusablein Christianservice.
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The Same Sun that Melts
Wax, Hardens Clay

o

Chapter: 1.04
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1984 -2002

Thesmdll plane shook violently asitslanding gear
clippedthetop of atree. Another violent shimmer
resonated through the plane asit ripped off thetops
of severa other trees. Screams, mingled with the
loud sound of crushing metal, pierced theair. Then,
therewassilence. Blood, glass, and snow deco-
rated what used to be the cockpit of the small
privateplane.

AsMikeand Ed pulled themsel vesfrom thewreck-
age, they discovered that two of their friendsdidn’t
survivethecrash. Thoughthey considered them-
selveslucky to have survived, they soonredlized
surviving the crash wasins gnificant compared to
what lay ahead of them.

Thecrash occurred inthemiddle of winter (Dec.
1981) and they were stranded somewhereon
Mount McKinley inAlaska. Evenif they were
experienced mountain climberswith adequate gesr,
their chancesof survival would beminimal. Al-
though they werefortunate enough to have been
reported missing, arescuewastill far from certain.
Short days (4 hoursof daylight) and blizzard
conditionshampered several rescue attempts. After
fivedays, however, arescue party madeit tothe

crashsite. Mikelost al of histoesand 5fingersand
Ed lost both of hisfest.

Seventeen yearslater (Nov. 15, 1998), Datelineran
astory onthesetwo men. It wasamazing how
differently thesetwo men responded to thisaccident.
They both were exposed to the sametragedy, yet
thelr responseswere completely opposite. Mike
appeared to bevery bitter and angry. He even sued
thevery people (Nationa Guard) who tried to rescue
him. Ed, onthe other hand, seemed to be happy and
hasgotten onwith hislife. He seemsto have ac-
cepted thelossesthat life dealt him and hasmoved
on. Infact, with artificia legs, heeventriedtoclimb
thevery mountainthat amost took hislife.

Someoneoncesaid, “ The same sun that meltswax,
hardensclay.” Theattitudewith whichweapproach
aproblemwill determinetheeffect it will haveonus.
Similar experiencescanimpact peopledifferently.
Problemswill either soften you and hel p conformyou
to God'swill or they will harden you with bitterness
and anger. A difficult experiencewill either makeyou
more appreciative of God or more hostileto Him.
Weall know of peoplewho are bitter and angry with
God because of something that has happened intheir
life. Yet, thereareother peoplewho havegone
through similar experiencesand are very happy and
appreciativeof God.

Thebasicdifferenceisthe person’sattitude. They
can either blame God (whichwill result in bitterness)
or they can keep their eyesfocused on Jesus. Fo-
cusing on Jesus does not make your troublesgo
away nor doesit help you “make sense” of the
confusion. It does, however, helpyoumaintaina
proper perspective of eternity and keep you heading
intheright direction.

Thenexttimeyou arefaced with adifficulty, remem-
ber that you have achoiceon how it will affect you.
You can alow thisproblem to soften your heart
toward God or you can alow it to harden your heart
with bitterness. If you become hardened and bitter,
you haveonly yourself toblame.
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Thelongest day

Chapter: 1.05
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1984 -2002

Imaginewaking up with aprofound sense of dga
vu. Today seemsto be starting out exactly the
sameasyesterday did. You know itisFebruary
3, but everyoneelse seemsto think it is February
2. Everyoneisdoing exactly what they did
yesterday. Theradioisplayingthesamemusic and
the newspapersare covering the same stories.
Eventhequestions, | mean answers, read on
Jeopardy arethe same. Day after day thisphe-
nomenarepeatsitself. Thecyclehasnoend. Even
when desperation drivesyoutokill yoursdlf, the
dreaded day startsall over again. Despiteyour
better judgment, you think to yourself, “Maybethis
isHdl.”

Themovie, Groundhog Day, hasasimilar story-
line. Phil (played by Bill Murray) isasdlfish,
obnoxious, and sarcastic TV weathermanwhois
sent to the small town of Punxsutawney to report
whether or not the groundhog seeshisshadow. Phil
can't stland thissmall-town mentality and resents
being put onthisassignment. Thisisoneday he
would lovetoforget, but hecan't. Itjust keeps
repeatingitself. Of al daystorelive, thisisprob-
ably oneof theworst.

Phil goesthrough avariety of emotions. Atfirst he

isconfused and scared. After awhilehebeginsto
realize, if thereisno tomorrow, thenthereareno
consequencesfor hisactions. Heengagesinalarge
variety of activitiessuch asoveregting, tryingto
outrun the police, robbing an armor car, etc. He
learns, likemany other unfortunate people, un-
bridied pleasureisnot fulfilling. Heisleftfeeing
empty and unsatisfied.

Phil turnshissightsonanew conquest; winning the
heart of afellow reporter, Rita. Everyday hetalks
to her, asking her questionsabout what shewantsin
aman and what she caresdeeply about. Everyday
he buildson what he haslearned from the previous
day. Eventualy, helearnsexactly what to say and
dotomakeher fal for himinoneday. Itisthe
perfect day with the perfect guy. Hismotives,
however, areimpureand he endsup getting
dapped. Hetriesit againthenext day and again
getsdapped. Day after day hegetssapped. The
adventure of hisconquest startsto growsold.
Although hewantshisconquest, hisheartisno
longer init. Heisjust going through themotions.
Eventhispursuitlosesal meaning and fulfillment.

Hispleasureturnsto despair. Hefigurestheonly
way hecan break thiscycleistokill himself. So,
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oneday hekidnapsthat troublesome groundhog
and drivesatruck off acliff. Tohishorror, heisstill
stuck inthecycle. Hetriesevery possibleway to
kill himself, but the dreaded day keepsreappearing.
Waking up after dozensof “ successful” suicides, he
concludeshemust beagod. Hepointsouttoa
friend that heisnot the God, but just agod. His
friend responds, “ You arenot God. Trust meon
thisone. Thisis12 yearsof Catholic school
talking.” Phil responds, “Well, maybe Godisnot
actualy al-knowing. MaybeHe sbeen around so
long, it just seemslikeHeknowseverything.”

Phil turnsaway fromthinking heisagod. Yet, heis
so unhappy. What, then, ishegoing to dowith his
eternity of days? Seeking hisown pleasureand
ambitionshasleft himempty. Thisiswherehislife
makesapositivechange. Therearetwo thingsthat
changeinhislife. First, he startsthinking about
othersinstead of himsalf. Since he hasexperienced
thisday thousands of times, heknowsexactly when
anoldlady will haveaflat tire, whenachildwill fall
out of atree, and when acustomer will chokeon
somefood at thelocal restaurant. Everyday he
makessure heisthereto help themintheir time of
need.

Thesecond changeishisdecisontoliveinthe
present. He hasachoice of despising each day or
enjoyingit. Hedecidesto makethe most of the
timehehas. So, in between hel ping other people,
hegtartsimproving himsalf. Helearnsto play the
piano. Hestudiescounseling and medicine. He
usestheseskillsfor the benefit of others.

Phil learnsto accept thelife he hasbeen given.
Sinceheisnolonger seeking persona gain, others
areattracted to him. Sincehehaslearnedtolivein
the present and to be content with whatever life
bringshim, hiseternity of daysisnolonger viewed
asacurse. Phil isachanged man. Althoughheis
no longer trying to win Rita sheart, she becomes
atracted to him. Heinadvertently becomesher
ideal man. Once Phil changesfromtheinsideout,
themysteriouscycleof dayssuddenly disappears.
Just ashisnightmare camewithout notice, it dso left
without notice.

Thereismuchwe canlearn fromthisscenario. One
of themost important lessonsistoliveinthe
present. Most of ushavedifficulty livinginthe
present. Weare continually looking forwardtoa
futureevent. We are often unhappy with some part
of our present circumstanceand weassume, lifewill
be more enjoyablewhen these problemsare
resolved. For example, wemay say, “When | get
married ...” or “When | haveababy ...” or
“Whenl finishcollege...” or “Whenthispain
goesaway ...” or “When| lose40pounds...” In
redlity, if thisproblem doesgo away, therewill
alwaysbeanother to takeitsplace.

Maybethefutureevent you arewaitingforis
Heaven. You might bethinking, “When| get to
Heaven and rid myself of thiscrippled body....” or
“I can’t wait to get to Heaven to get out of this
terriblemarriage....” With somepeople, it may
even besomething like, “1 can’t wait to get to
Heaventoget al of my rewards....”

We are so preoccupied with waiting for or pre-
paring for somefuture event that we completely
missout onthe present. Sometimesweview time
only asthe space between pointsA and B. We
endurethistimeinstead of livingittothefullest.
Takeacloselook at your life. Areyoulivinginthe
present or areyou just enduring thepresentin
anticipation of afutureevent?
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What’sImportant to You?

Chapter: 1.06
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1984 -2002

A man giving aseminar about time management
gavethefollowingillustrationto hisstudents.
“Class,” theteacher said ashe put atwo-gallon
glassjar onthetable. “You have only somuchtime
inyour life.” Reachingintoabox, hegrabbed a
rock thesize of hisfist and put it into the bottom of
thejar. While putting moreof theserocksinto the
jarhesaid, “You canfill it with whatever you want;
you havethechoice.”

Afterfilling thejar with theserockshe asked if the
jarwasfull. Thewholeclasssaidit was. Hethen
poured somemarblesinto thejar and asked if it
wasnow full. Thestudentshesitantly said, “ Prob-
ably not.” Theteacher then poured sandintothe
jarand askedif it wasnow full. Thestudents, now
onto hisgame, said, “No.” Finaly, hepoured some
water intothejar. Looking at the students, he
asked, “What important lesson should welearn
from thisdemonstration? One student boldly stood
up and said, “Weshould learnit doesn’t matter how
full our schedulesare, thereisawaysroom for
more.”

Theteacher said, “No. Thelessonyou should have
learned fromthiswasif youwant tofit thebig rocks
inthejar, you must put theminfirst. They will not
fitif you put theother itemsinfirst. Therocksare
symbolic of thebigthingsinour lives, suchasour
family and spiritua lives. You must attendtothem
first beforeyou do anything e se. If you don’'t make
themyour first priority, you' Il never get around to
them.”

| have addressed thispoint severd timesinthis
book; Christianworkersoften neglect their families.
They areso busy in God'svineyard that they lose
their ownvineyard. | do not believe Godishon-
ored if wework so hard for the Lord that we
neglect our family. Itisimportant for youtoidentify
the“bigrocks’ of your lifeand deal withthemfirgt.
If youdon't, those areasof your lifewill beleft out.

A friend of minewasat astorewith her daughter.
Shewasin ahurry because shewasalready running
lateto pick up her other daughter. Asshewas
leaving the store, she saw her husband entering the
store. Rushing past himshequickly said, “1’m sorry
| can't stoptotalk. I'malready lateand don’t have
any timeto spare. Sorry.”

Asshewasgetting everythingin the car, sheacci-
dentally shut the door on her daughter’shand
(fortunately, her hand was not hurt). Assheopened
the door sheturned and saw her husband standing
next to her. Quietly and politely heasked, “Doyou
havetimetotak now?’

Timeislike money. You can
spend it on whatever you want,

| see so much of myselfﬁmtahsé@e@as&na’ iMeigsne

limited and preciouscommodity. Thereareso
many thingsthat “ need” to bedoneand solittletime
todothem. Inmy rush, | sometimesforget the
most important thing, whichisspending timewith
God. When | amrushingaroundwith all of my
projects, God ispatiently waiting to spend timewith
me. Sometimes, it takesan“incident” to get my
attention so | can hear God say, “ Do you havetime
totalk now?’ God wantsto spend timewith you.
Don’t crowd Him out with your other “important”

things
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A Slice of Humble Pie

Chapter: 1.07
Copyright © Michaegl Bronson 1984 -2002

Timwasproud of hislatest project. His30-foot tall
flagpole stood proud with Old Glory flapping inthe
breeze. ThePersian Gulf War stirred hispatriotism
and hewanted to display hissupport. Later that
week astorm blew hisflagpoleover. Tim hadfailed
to properly anchor the poleinto the ground.

Simplelogictellsusthat tall objectsneedto be
supported. Thehigher the object, the more support
it needs. Infact, skyscrapershave anchorsof
concreteand stedl that runin severa directions.
Some of these anchorsare 30 feet thick and a
quarter milelong. If atall objectisnot properly
anchored, itwill fal over.

Thesameprincipleappliesinthe spiritual realm.

Weall redizetheimportance of being anchoredin
Chrigt. It kegpsusfrom being blown over by the
temptationsand trialsof thisworld. Althoughyou
may not havethought of it, being successful is
another reason to be anchored. When aperson
becomessuccessful, heislikeatall buildingrisng
aboveitssurroundings. Themoreapersonis
exalted, themorevulnerable heisto being knocked
over. Remember that pride of hisexalted stateis
what brought Lucifer down. Thisisthereason God
warnsusabout putting anew Christianinaposition
of leadership.

Therearetwo important thingswe can do to keep
from being knocked over. First, wemust makeit a
point to continually draw our strength and support
from Christ. Whenwehaveour lifelinestiedfirmly
to Chrigt, itishard for usto bemoved. Unfortu-
nately many Christians, when they become success-
ful, seemto spend lesstime drawing on the power
of God. Instead, they tend to rely moreontheir
own strength and abilities. Thevery timethey need
to be anchored the most becomesthetimethey are
anchoredtheleast.

The second thing we can doismakeit apoint to
continually humble ourselvesat thefeet of Jesus.
Itishard to knock aperson over when heis
aready lyingflat onthefloor. TheBiblehasmul-
tiplewarnings about pride and spendsagreat ded
of timeinstructing usto be humble.

Thelessweapply these principlesinour lives, the
more need thereisfor God to provide uswith
supplemental support. Hemay giveyou a“thorn
intheflesh” soyou' || haveacontinua reminder to
draw closeto Him. Theapostle Paul’s*thorninthe
flesh” wasgivento himto keep himfrom*becoming
conceited because of these surpassingly great
revelations’ givenhim (2 Cor 12:7). God knows
our heartsand understandsour limitations. He
knowsif we need supplemental support. Please
understand not al calamitiesand health problems
are“thornsintheflesh.” Many problemsinlifeare
samply aresult of livinginanimperfect world.

Another thing God may doisgiveusadiceof what
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| call humblepie. Thisisusually anevent that
causesustorealize our lack of value outside of
Christ. Sometimesit may beahumiliating experi-
enceor it may beafailurethat isdesigned to get
our attention and point usinto theright direction.
Humble piecomesinal shapesandforms. Any
Christian who hasbeen greatly used by God has
eaten aleast adliceor two of humblepie. Some
had to eat several whole piesbefore God could use
them.

The Leaning Tower of Pisais an excellent
example of starting with a good foundation

Hestrutted up to the podium to deliver hismessage.
Every step and movement wasrehearsed to obtain
thedesired effect. George, likeother seminary
students, wasrequired to practice speaking at
variouslocal churches. Unlikemost of theother
students studying to beaminister, Georgewas

proud, brash and felt hewas God' s gift to the
church. Hisparadetothepodiumwasareflection
of hisattitude. | don’t know what happenedtohim
as he started to speak, but the sermon was atotal
disaster. Humiliated, hewalked off thepodiuma
very humbled person. Later, someone madethe
comment that if hewould havewa ked onto the
stage with thesame humility ashewalked off, the
outcomemay have been quiteabit different.

Maintaining our humility issomethingweadl struggle
with. Our old naturewantsusto bethefirst and
best. Eventhediscipleshad troublewiththis. In
Luke 9:46, the discipleswere arguing about who
among them wasthegreatest. InMark 10:35-45,
James and John asked Jesusto givethem very
prominent positionsin the new upcoming kingdom.
Jesustold themthat if they wanted to be greet they
had to beaservant. If they wanted to befirst, they
hadto bedavestoall.

Someoneoncesaid, “ After peopleare exposed to
your ministry, arethey left thinking moreabout you
or about Jesus?’ | personally feel themorewe
leave our name out of our Christian service, theless
chancethereisfor ustotakethecredit and glory.
It'snot that thereisanything wrong with having
organizationsor buildingsnamed after you, it just
requiresmore staminato resist thetemptation of
becoming proud. Henry Parsons Crowell wasa
very wedl thy businessman who gave over 65% of
hisincometo various Christian causes, including
Moody Biblelnstitute. Although hewasknownfor
being generous, most peoplewere unaware of the
depth of hisgiving. Thereasonfor thiswashis
ingstence of not receiving thecredit. Hefeltitwas
God'smoney inthefirst placeand hewasonly
being asteward of it. Hewould not evenalow
buildingsor organizationsto be named after himsalf.

Everyoneneedsto feel important and successful.
Thisispart of our nature. 1f wedon’t receive our
proper recognition, wefeel likewe have been
shortchanged. Weall havedifferent persondities
and aptitudes. Part of my makeup drivesmeto
want to meet needswhen | seethem. If | seea
problem, I try tofind asolution. Every placel have
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been employed | havedonethis. Often, when
would seeaneed outside my realm of responsibility,
| would develop asolution at home. Many of them
have beenimplemented. It bringsmegreat satisfac-
tiontofix problems.

Atoneof my jobs, | created several projectson my
owntimeandinitiative. Theseprojectswere
implemented company-wide. Sincel did not
present these projectsin ahigh profilemanner, most
people, except for my closefriends, were not
aware| authored them. Inthe course of human
events, | fell out of favor with the powers-to-be.
Later on, to my amazement, the company newd et-
tersstarted crediting other peoplefor the projectsl|
had developed on my owntime.

Atfirst] wasoutraged. | spent agreat deal of time
trying to determinemy response. | dug out all of
my correspondencesthat proved | had authored
these projects. | made preparationsto hirean
attorney to help correct thismisinformation. Then, |
began to evaluate my motivation. Basicadly, | was
jealousthat someone el sewasgetting credit for
something | had done. When | began tothink
about thisprobleminlight of eternity, | asked
myself, “ Sowhat? What difference doesit makeif
othersdon’t know | authored these projects? God
knowsthetruth and Hisopinionistheonly onethat
matters.” | wasn't being denied money, just recog-
nition.

| redlizethat not everyonewould handlethissitua
tionthesameway | did. Somemay say | was
wrong for not “standing up for myself.” Thosewho
know me, though, know | am not afraid to stand up
for myself or what | feel isright. Having worked as
aCorrection Officer inaprison hastaught mea
great deal about standing firm and not being pushed
around. | have, however, learned to carefully select
my battles. | only have*X” amount of energy and |
don’t want towasteit onfrivolousbattles. Inthis
situation, | choose not towastemy energy ina
battle whose primary objectivewasto bring atten-
tionto myself.

Asl mentioned earlier, everyonewill eventudly

haveto eat adiceor two of humblepie. | have,
however, no desireto eat awholepieif | don’t
haveto. | havefound that the Christianswho
continually humblethemselvesat thefeet of Jesus
seldom need to be brought low through humiliation.
Althoughwemust al eat somehumblepie, I'd
rather fill myself with chocolate cream pie.
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Downing a Duck

Chapter: 1.08
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1984 -2002

Peterushed over toward the two prisoners engaged
inafight. Tohissurpriseand horror, herealized he
had bitten off morethan he could chew. Beforehim
weretwo prisonerswith knifes. Asthey stepped
toward him, they said they hated copsand wanted
tokill him,

Just when hethought all waslost, another prisoner,
Terry, stepped in between them. Somehow, Terry
convinced thetwo prisonersto back off. Asthey
walked away, Terry said, “Friendshaveto stick
together. You' veadwaystreated mefairly, Pete.
You'renot liketheother copsinthisjoint. 1’1l make
surethose guysdon’t bother you again.”

L ater that day, Pete brought Terry several packsof
cigarettes. It washisway of showing Terry his
gratefulness. Unknown to Pete, Terry had staged
thefight inthefirst place. Hewantedto createa
situation that would devel op abond between Pete
and himsdlf. Ironicaly, thevery cigarettesPete
brought into show hisgratefulnesswereused to
pay off the prisonerswho staged thefight.

Terry hasbeenworking on hisduck (an employee
whoiseasily manipulated or fooled) for alongtime.
Thisfight wasjust one of the many stepsused to
compromisethisofficer. “Downingaduck” isa
gradua processthat usually takes8to 16 months.
Theobjectiveisto dowly draw an employeeinto
your friendship and causehimto commit smdl rule
violationsto helpyou out. After aperiod of time
theruleviolationsbecome moreand more serious.
At some point the prisoner will ask theemployeeto
do somethingillegal, such asbringinsomedrugs. If
theemployeeresists, the prisoner will bring up past
violationsand threaten to expose theemployee
unlesshe cooperates.

After alot of careful cultivating, Terry wasready to
turn hisduck intothe* goldengoose.” Hetold Pete
to bring himacomplete officer’suniform. Pete
ressted. After beingtoldevery ruleinfraction
(including bringing in drugs) had been meticuloudy
documented, Pete consented.

Onthe appointed day, Terry put ontheofficer’'s
uniform and walked to thefront gates. After severa
closecalls, Terry walked out of prison. Terry’s
flight to freedom, however, appeared to be short
lived. AsTerry washitchhiking down theroad an
officer from hisunit pulled over and told himto get
intothecar. Terry wasabout to say, “ OK, you got
me,” whenthe officer asked Terry where hewanted
to be dropped of f?

Pete'sprofessiond failurehad far reachingimplica-
tions. Whileontherun, Terry killed three peoplein
arobbery. With most cases of manipulation, the
mani pul ator devel opsapassionate hatred toward
theduck. Thissituationwasno exception. Terry
became obsessed with getting hisduck fired. Inhis
attempt to inform the authoritiesof Pete’spartinthe
escape, Terry got caught.

Now, back in prison, Terry wasasked totalk toa
person who waswriting abook on con games. At
theend of theinterview, the author asked, “Now
that you areback in prison, areyou trying to
acquireanew duck?’ Terry leaned back inhis
chair and took apiece of gum out of hispocket. He
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dowly opened thewrapper and stuck theguminto
hismouth. Terry stood up and walked toward the
door. Smiling, heturned to the author and said,
“They don't sell guminthisjoint. Later man.”
(Source: Con Games, pages 78 - 92)

Almost every officer who hasworkedinaprison
has, at onetime or another, been tested to seewhat
kind of duck he could bemadeinto. Fortunately,
mogt officershaveutilized their training toavoid
being compromised.

TheBibledescribes Satan asaroaring lion, search-
ing for someoneto devour. Although some prison-
ersareexpertsin entrapping people, Satanisfar
superior. Heisan expert on human behavior.
Think about it, he has had thousands of yearsto
perfect hisart of deception. | haveto believehe
hasa“file” onevery oneof usand heknowsall of
our weaknesses. Heknowswhat buttonsto push
tomakeusstumble. C.S. Lewis book, Screwtape
Letters, isacollection of |lettersfromahigh level
demontoalow level demontelling him how to
compromiseaChristian. Eventhough theseletters
arefictitious, they can providesomeinsight into the
possibleinner workingsof thisunderworld.

Satan and hisdemonic forceswould loveto destroy

you and your testimony. Thedemonicforcesare
not sitting back hoping you will have amoment of
indiscretion. Rather, they aredowly building aweb
around you so that oneday they will beableto
entrapyou.

Doyouthink King David’ ssinwith Bathsheba (2
Samud 11) wassmply anisolated moment of
indiscretion? God had described David asaman
after Hisown heart. Yet thisgreat man of God was
lured into committing adultery and murder. | can't
believeaman whowasthissolid could have made
such amajor blunder without having been previ-
ously weakened by Satan.

Even beforethesnwith Bathsheba, thereare
severd indicationsDavid wasdready experiencing
mora decline. For example, despite God'sspecific
ingtructionthat Kingsnot have multiplewives(Deut.
17:17), King David had acquired several wivesand
concubines (2 Sam. 5:13). Just before David
committed adultery with Bathshebawefind the
interesting phrase (2 Sam. 11:1), “... at thetime
when kings go off to war, David sent Joab....”
Many theologiansbdievethisverseimplied King
David should have been leading histroopsinto war
instead of livingintheluxury of hispalace. They
say thisshowshehad aready declined spiritudly.
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| believe Satan spent yearstrying to destroy
David'skingdom. Obvioudy, there’ snoway of
knowing the actual step Satan used to down his
duck, but I’ m sureit waswell thought out. This
wasamajor coup for the powers of darknessand
I’msurethey had alargevictory celebration when
Davidfell.

We should not be overly obsessed with theactivi-
tiesof Satan becausethiswill be counter-produc-
tive. We should, however, beaware of hisschemes
and work hard at keeping him from obtaining a
foothold in our lives. We should try to be aware of
the subtle ploys Satan might try using onyou.

Satanisaroaring lion, searching for
someone to devour.

Sexua and maritd infidelity ssemsto betheAchil-
les hed for many Chrigtians. Throughout history
many great believershavefdlenvictimtothese
temptations. Every Christian should take specia
precautionsto protect himself inthisarea. 1f King
David (a“man after God'sown heart”) and King
Solomon (thewisest man intheworld) both suf-
fered complete mord collapseinthisarea, who do
wethink weare?

As| mentioned earlier, downing aduck consists
mainly of focusng onthesmal “inggnificant”
violations. Most officersaretoo smart to get

caught upinamgjor violationright away. It'sthe
small inggnificant thingsthey don’t pay attention to.
Thebottom lineis, if somethingiswrong, evenifitis
smal,don’'tdoit.

Therearetwo problemswith not dealing withthe
“little” ansonaconsstent basis. Thefirst problem
isit makesyou vulnerable of being entrapped by
Satan (asdescribed aboveinthe story of the
escaped prisoner). Thesecond problemisour little
sinshavetheability of becoming front-pagenews.
Although they may not seem very important inthe
grand schemeof things, they still can beembarrass-
ingif othersfind out about them. Thisembarrass-
ment can be ahindranceto our testimony.

Anincident that happened to my co-worker shows
how alittle problem can quickly mushroomintoa
large problem and become front-page news. He
wasdriving to work when the police pulled him
over for aburned out taillight. When the policeman
rantheroutine LEIN check onhim, my friend was
told hewaswanted for tax evasion. Hewas
arrested, takentojail, stripped searched, and
booked.

Asitturnsout, six yearsago, he had incorrectly
caculated hiscity incometax. Hestill owed
$15.90 on histaxes. Instead of notifying him that
he owed more money, the city issued awarrant for
hisarrest (whichthey say isstandard practice).
Sincehewaslatefor work because of being
arrested, hewasmarked AWOL and received “loss
time.” Ontop of that, since heworked for alaw
enforcement agency that firesitsemployeesfor
feloniesand somemisdemeanors (evenif they are
committed outside of work), hisemployment was
placed under review. A written reprimand was
eventudly placedin hispersonnd file. Besides
having to pay back taxes of $15.90, heaso had to
pay penalties, fines, court cost, and legal fees.

When he asked the clerk why they didn’t send him
aletter sx yearsagoinforming himof hismistake,
they told him something absol utely astonishing! She
saiditisnot their policy to send out lettersinforming
taxpayersof errors. They smply turnthe person’s
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nameover to the policerequesting awarrant for
their arrest. Althoughthey claimto send lettersto
delinquent taxpayersinformingthemthereisa
warrant for their arrest, my co-worker never
received one.

Althoughthisseemsbizarre, thisisaredl lifeex-
ampleof how smdll problemscan quickly expand
intolargeproblems. Weall havesmall indiscretions
that we choosetoignore. It may be something as
smpleasoverstating your mileageon your travel
voucher or cheating alittle onyour incometax.
Maybeyou areengaging in some* harmless’
flirtation at work with your secretary or you occa-
sional look at pornographic material. Would you be
embarrassed if othersfound out about thesethings?
If Satan cannot compromiseyouwithamajor sin,
he may bewilling to hinder your testimony by
exposing someof your minor Sins.

You may question how small secret indiscretions
can become public. Obvioudy, not all of our secret
“little” sansbecome public. What would happen,
however, to your testimony if othersweretofind
out about them? | have seentoo many situations
wheresmall problemshave beenblownintolarge
problems. | will giveyou acoupleexamples.

Thefirst exampleisabout my boss swife. Shewas
gtting at atrafficlight whentheguy infront of her
decided hewas sticking out too far intheintersec-
tion. Heput hiscar into reverseand backed into
her new Cadillac. 1t didn’t hurt her bumper, but it
did causetheairbag to explode. Thisinturnbroke
thewindshield, resulting inthehood and fenders
being scratched by the broken glass. After replac-
ing the hood, fenders, etc., thislittle* harmless’
bump ended up costing theinsurance company over
$12,000. Needlessto say, theinsurance company
isinvestigating thisrepair shop for fraud. Neverthe-
less, asmall bump ended up causing agreat deal of
damage.

The second exampleisaproblem | had with my
Visacard. | washaving problemswith an Internet
order, so| called my credit card company to seeif |
had been charged for aproduct. Shockingly, | was

informed | wasover my limit. Sincel pay my card
off every month and had an $18,000 limit, | thought
someone had stolen my number and wasbuying
thingswithit.
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Asit turned out my credit card company reduced
my credit limit downtowhat my current balance
was (which wasjust acouple purchases). They
explained to mesincel waslate on my payment
they decided to do areview of my credit history.
Asaresult of thisreview, they closed downtwo
other accountsand brought the credit limit onthe
third card downtoitscurrent balance (I had four
accountswiththem). Asaresult of these accounts
being closed, severa payments started to bounce. |
wasgetting phonecallsfromall sortsof concerned
companies, plusthe credit card company was
charging mewith multiple®over credit limit” fines.
Thelettersthey sent notifying meof the closed
accountsarrived about 10 days after they closed
my accounts.

| toldthem | didn’t understand why they did thisto
mebecause| had aperfect credit history. | asked
them to explain why an $85 payment that was5
dayslatewould causethisto happen. When she
lookedinto my file, shefound | had aperfect credit
history and couldn’t understand why thishad
happened. Sheimmediately opened al of my
accountsand after afew weeks| wasableto take
careof the* over credit limit” fines.

Whowould ever havethought asinglelate pay-
ment could cause such alarge problem? Thelesson
to belearned from thisiswe should never assume
that something s mpleand smdl couldn’t cometo
the attention of others. Don’t harbor secret sinsor
indiscretions. They can pop up and haunt you at
themost inappropriatetimes.
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ToCon aCon

Chapter: 1.09
Copyright © Michaegl Bronson 1984 -2002

In the previous chapter, Downing a Duck, we saw
how the demonic forcesdowly and patently try to
entangleusinsomecripplingsin. Satanand his
forcesarevery clever withtheir deceptions. One
thing | have alwayswondered about isif any demon
hasever triedto trick Satan? Hasany demon ever
tried to overthrow Satan by running acon-gameon
him? Of course, the Bibledoesn't say, but | do
know of one person who thinks he can con Satan.

Thereisaprisoner wherel work whoisa Satan
worshiper. Oneday hewastalking about what's
going to happen to himwhen hedies, and he
astonished everyone by saying hewasnot going to
gotoHell. When hewas asked about the contra-
diction, hesaid, “Yes, itistruel sold my soul to

Satanin order to get some specia favorsfromhim.
| have obtained power and possessionsfrombeing
aSatanist. | am, however, goingto play atrick on
him. Shortly beforel die, I’'mgoingtorenegeon
my deal with Satan and terminate my contract with
hm.”

What ignoranceand arrogance! Luciferisconsid-
ered to bethe most powerful being ever created.
How naive can aperson beto put himsalf onthe
sameplaying field asthispowerful being. We
usually think of Satan asapowerful person, such as
alarge, dominating human. However, | believehe
isprobably far more powerful thanamillion, or
evenatrillionsuns. Itishard enoughfor amobster
toleavetheMafiaand livetotalk about it. What
chance doesapuny human have against the most
powerful being ever created?

Although I don’t think Satan would allow someone
to cheat himonacontract, | think itiseven more
ridiculousto think ahuman could outwit the greatest
deceiver? Satan hasbeen practicing deception for
thousands of yearsand hasperfected it downtoa
science.

Welook at this prisoner and shake our headsin
amazement. Wewonder how could histhinking
have become sowarped. Yet, amazingly, wedothe
samething with God. We oftentry tofool God.

We seehow our spiritual lifeislacking, sowetry to
impress God with outward Christian service. We
assumeHewould seedl of thesegreat thingswe
aredoing and won't redizetheseactivitiesareonly

superfici.

Atonetimeor another, weall havetried to obtain
thefavor of God with our actions. We sometimes
think if wecan convince othersof our spirituality,
God may follow their opinion. Think about the
timesthat wetry to impressothersby theamount of
scripturewe have memorized or the great words of
wisdomwe havelearned. Oftenwedisplay these
attributesto show othersthe depth of our faith.

God knows our heart and Heisnot fooled by our
diversions. Thegood newsiswedon’'t needto
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impress God. God'sacceptance of usisnot based
on our actionsand Christian service. God has
accepted us (Christians) because of the blood of
Jesus.

We sometimes confuse* earning God'sfavor” with
gaining eternd rewards. Itistrue Godwill reward
usin Heaven because we were obedient to him on
Earth. Itisnot true, however, that we can make
God happier with usby doing good works. God
will not “like” you any morethanwhat Hedoes
right now. Heloved usbefore wewere repentant
and Hefully accepts us because of Jesus' atone-
ment. Perform your good works becauseyou love
God, not becauseyou aretrying towin Hisfavor.
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Lifein theFast Lane

Chapter: 1.10
Copyright © Michaegl Bronson 1984 -2002

Thelaptop | recently purchased camewithafun
motorcyclegame. Of course, being agood stew-
ard of all of theresources| havebeengiven, | felt
obligated to play thegame (well, something like
that). After afew days, | got to the point wherel
wasinfirst placebeforel finished thefirst of four
laps. Sincebeinginfirst placewasnolonga
challenge, | chalenged mysdlf by trying to beat my
previoustimes. That alsobecameboring, sol lost
interestinthegame.

A few weekslater | discovered a“ stunt/booster”
feature. | foundif | pressed acertain button my
front wheel would pop up and | would accelerate
faster than normal for about three seconds. |
thought thiswasgreat; | could really increasemy

times. Theonly problemwiththisfestureiswhen
you areridingwith thefront tireintheair, you only
have onethird of your steering (whichisareal drag
whenyou’ regoing around sharp corners).

Asl experimented with thisnew feature, | found
myself continually overshooting thecurves. Sol
decided that thelogica solutionwasto usethis
feature only onthestraight partsof theroad.
Althoughthismay sound smple, | foundthisto be
difficulttodo. I kept onthinking, “Just alittlebit
longer would beokay.” Asaresult, | have never
beaten my best time using the extraboost.

Thisphenomenonissimilar tothelifeof many
Chrigtians. Instead of maintaining acons stent
steady spiritua growth, some Christiansaccel erate
forward at excessive speedsonly to besidetracked
by variousobstacles. Asaresult, their spiritual lives
have accomplished far lessthan aperson who was
more cons stent than hewas aggressive.

Carefully and prayerfully choosethe outreachesyou
want to pursue and then paceyourself. Don’t alow
yourself to be sidetracked because you areintoo
much of ahurry. Resist thetemptation of doing
more than you can reasonably handle.
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Rising out of the Ashes

Chapter: 2.01
Copyright © Michaegl Bronson 1984 -2002

Whispers of smokerose up as Cindy walked
through theremainsof her house. Thefire, last
night, completely destroyed her home. Asshe
kicked acharred pictureframe, sherealized that
these smoking embersare symbolic of what her life
had become.

Thispast year, everything had falengpartin Cindy’s
life. A misunderstanding with her boss caused her
toloseher job. Her two-year relationship with her
boyfriend had ended. Her car was destroyed when
adrunk ran astop sign. Now, her house has
burned down.

Thefrustrationsand pressures seemto be over-
whelming. Sheaskshersdlf, “How can| overcome

this? Not only istherenolight at the end of the
tunnel, thetunnel seemsto be collgpsing al around
rm”

Haveyou ever felt thisway? Haveyou ever felt
that your life hasturnedinto suchamessthat al you
haveleft areashes? Most likely, asaChristian,
you' reprobably familiar withtheversesthat talk
about God being closeto thoseintrouble. How-
ever, theold comfort of, “All thingsworking to-
gether for thegood” (Rom 8:28) may seemrather
shallow. You ask yoursdlf, “How can God create
something good out of my lifewhendl | haveleft
areashes?’

Many peopledon’'tredizeif you mix ashesinail
and then put the mixtureinto asalt brine, you'll get
a“scum’” that floatsto the surface. If you squeeze
the scum together, you will end up with abar of
soap. What originally appeared to be aworthless
waste product isactually abeneficia hedling
product.

Think about thisconcept for amoment. If you mix
theashesof your ruined dreamsaongwiththe
anointing oil of God intothe salt of your tears, you
will end up with auseful substance. The* scum”
you seefloatinginyour lifeisnot aworthless
byproduct of alife-gone-bad. Itisactually some-
thingthat isvery useful. God cantaketheremains
of your destroyed dreamsand turn theminto
something that can help cleansethose around you.
God can usethelessonsyou havelearned from
your experiencesto help hedl dirty and wounded
hearts.

Many of the problemswe encounter are outside our
control. Wedo, however, bring someproblemson
ourselves. Sometimesit isour sinthat has caused
our worldto collapse. DoesGod rebuild our lives
into something specia evenif itisour sinsthat has
caused thedestruction?

You may say, “ Okay, | can seehow God cantakea
lifethat ishurtingandturnit into ashining example
of God'sloveand power. | can’t see, however,
how God can salvagethetestimony of aChristian
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who hasallowed hislifeto be completely destroyed
by sin. OnceaChristianlifehasmadeatotal
mockery of the gospel and hasalienated both
Chrigiansand non-Chrigtians, what isleft for him?’

That isavery good question; what isleft for him?
Unfortunately, wetreat the repentance of aChris-
tianand anon-Chrigtian differently. If aperson
makesatotal messof hislifeand then becomesa
Chrigtian, we hold him up asashining exampl e of
what God cando. If, however, aChrigtianfallsinto
the same despi cable sin and then repents, we
usudly try to hidehiminacorner somewhere. He
has become an embarrassment to us.

Thereisadouble standard in the Christian commu-
nity. Whilel think thereare some practical consid-
erationsthat requireustotreat fallen Christians
differently, I think acritica and judgmental spirit
motivates most of our reactionsto these Christians.
Theunfortunateredity for thesefalen Chrigtiansis
most ministrieswill not want to employ them. So,
what isleft for these people? Will the scarsof their
terriblesinsprevent them from ever being used of
God again? Sinalwaysproducesscars, and asa
result, thereisnoway for thingsto completely
return to theway they were before.

Toillustrate, let’ssay you areayouth minister at
your church and havefalenintodegpsin. Ithas
been discovered you have been having sexua
relationswith severa of theyoung girlsinyour
youth group. Infact, someof thegirlsareasyoung
aseight yearsold. Many thingswill probably
happenall a once. Youwill loseyour job and the
ministry of your churchisset back many years.
Your wifeleavesyou and your transgressonsmake
national news.

After severd yearsin prison, you findly turnyour
lifearound. Your repentanceisgenuine, andyou
havetaken multiple stepsto correct your deviant
behavior. Your wak with Godiscloser thanit has
ever been. Your humility before God isprofound.

After you get out of prison, you try to pick up the
piecesonly tofindtherearen’t any piecesto pick

up. Your family and all of your Christianfriends
want nothing to do withyou. Your former pastor
saysit wouldn’t beagood ideafor youto be
actively involvedinyour former church. Infact, he
prefersyou attend adifferent church. Most parents
have said they don’t want you to be near their
children. Despiteyour burden to serve God, no
onewantsyour help.

You understand their rgjection, but thisdoeslittleto
easeyour pain. Youask yoursalf, “What type of
sarviceisleftforme?’ You still haveaburdento
serve God, but no onewill giveyou an opportunity.
You think about the peoplewho have been savedin
prison and now havegrowing ministries. Youthink
about the unfairnessand you struggleto overcome
thebitterness.

So, what do you do? | guessyou could crawl into
ahole somewhereand live out therest of your lifein
shameful isolation. You could changeyour name
and moveto another stateand start workingin
somedistant church. Assumingthey don'tdoa
background check, it still wouldn’t do you any
good. Godwill not blessaministry basedonalie.
So, wego back to theorigina question, what do
you do?

Rom. 5:20,21 sayswhere sin abounds, grace
aboundseven more. Arethesejust hollow words
that sound good in asermon, or does God take
specid careof hisfallen children? If thisistrue, the
youth pastor should havereceived agreat ded of
extragrace.

God hasprovided, through nature, abeautiful
illustration of Hisgrace. Longagoinaforestthere
oncestood amighty tree. It wasthetallest and
most beautiful treeinthewholeforest. It provided
shadeand shelter for alargevariety of animals.
Oneday theworld camecrashinginonthelife of
thetree (quiteliteraly; an earthquake swallowed up
thewholearea). Now, thetreehasno practical
purposeand isbasicaly worthless. Toaddinsultto
injury, conditionswerejust right to cause thetreeto
turninto coa. Thismighty treeisnow adirty,
messy substance, something that isundesirableto
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bearound. To make mattersworse, thistreewas
then put under incredible pressure. Amazingly, this
destroyed tree, thisfilthy mess, hasturnedintoa
diamond.

Thetreewasdesigned for aspecific purpose, but it
could nolonger function asatree. Itsorigina
purpose and function had been compl etely de-
stroyed. Therewasno turning back. Yet, thistree
can gtill beuseful. Eventhoughit cannolonger be
used asit wasintended, it now hasanew function.
Being abeautiful diamond, it can beused for
something very special, such asajewe onaking's
crown.

Likewise, aChrigtian who hascompletely de-
stroyed histestimony and ministry still hashope.
Heprobably will never be ableto beinvolvedinthe

typeof ministry hewasinvolvedinbefore. Hecan,
however, beused in other typesof service. It may
not beahigh profileposition. 1t may not even
appear glamorousto himor anyoneelse. Yet,in
God'seyes, theseremaining yearsmay beeven
more va uable and productivethan hisprevious
yearsin hisother minigry.

Isn’'tit miraculousto see how God cantake adark
filthy messand turnitinto something beautiful and
valuable? What do you think He can do withthe
messyou’' ve madeinyour life? If you havefalen
deepintosin, God can still makeyour lifevaluable
anduseful. You'll il havetolivewiththeterrible
scarsof your sins, but these scarswill bealiving
testimony of God'sloveand grace. Truly wheresin
abounds, grace does much more abound.
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Shooting Your Wounded

| P, = —
o '.,_,.."_' _.-'-'h

Chapter: 2.02
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1984 -2002

Asthecrew of thewhaling boat beginsredinginthe
whalethey had just harpooned, they spotted a
coupleshark fins. They know if they don’t quickly
host thewhale out of thewater, they will beinun-
dated with sharks. Soon enough, dozensof sharks
werefrothing thewater. Withtheir eyesrolled

back, the sharks began taking bitesout of the
whae.

Thewhaing crew desperately triesto savetheir
catch. They begin beating the sharks off with
paddlesand hooking rods. Althoughthey areable
toinjure severa sharks, they still lost 1/3 of the
whale. Theironicthingwas, during thisfeeding
frenzy, the sharks started attacking the other injured
sharks.

Unfortunately, thissavage behavior istypicd of
many Chrigtians. It hasbeensaid, “ The Christian
army istheonly army that killsitswounded.”
Instead of trying to help and provide spiritual first
aidtoafalenbrother or sister, many Christians
attack them.

Don’t misunderstand me. | am deeply troubled and
angeredwhen aChristian’slifestylemakesa

mockery of God and becomesastumbling block to
many non-Christians. Thefall of several TV
evangdists(mid 1980's) and Christian singers(mid
1990's) areexcellent examples. Their hypocritical
lifestylesand mord failureshave greatly damaged
thecause of Christ. Thereisnodoubtinmy mind
many people have been turned off to the gospel
message because of what hashappened. Asa
result, | believe many peoplearegoingto Hell
because of their behavior.

| was al so saddened by the response of other
Chrigtiansto theseincidents. Obvioudly, weshould
never toleratesin. Yet, | saw amarked absence of
compassion and sympathy for thesefallen brothers
and sisters. It remindsmeof the story of the Good
Samaritan wherethe priest crossed over to the
oppositeside of theroad whenhesaw an Israglite
who had been beaten and robbed (L uke 10:30-
37).

How compassionate do you consider yourself?
How many timeshaveyou prayed for afalen
brother you have openly criticized? Itismy opin-
ion, if you have not fervently prayed for thefdlen
Christian, you should probably keep your criticisms
toyourself. Praying for afalen brother not only
provideshim the needed spiritual support, it also
hel psaignyour attitudewith God' sattitude.

Recently | heard about aninteresting “compassion
test” doneat aseminary. Thestudentshad towrite
areport about compassion and the Good Samari-
tan. Themorning thereport wasdue, theteacher
had afriend dressup like a person who had been
beaten and robbed. He had ripped clothing, fake
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blood, etc. Theteacher had thevictimlienear the
pathway where most of the studentswould walk to
class. Surprisingly, al of thesefuturepastorsand
missionarieswalked past thisperson and offered no
help. Obvioudly, thereisabig difference between
knowing what a Christian should do and actualy
doingit.

Itisthe condescending attitude of some Christians
that saddens methe most. We are quick to point
thefinger at otherswhen they make mistakes, but
weseldom seeour own glaring faults. Itisamost
asif somepeopledon’t realizeweareall made out
of the same cookie dough and arejust ascapable
of doing thesamething. Duringthe1980's, one TV
evangdist wasvery critica of another TV evangelist
who had just publicly admitted hismora failure. In
fact, hecalled thefallen evangelist the* cancer of
Chrigtianity.” Ironicaly, whilehewascriticizingthe
fdlenevangdist for mord falure, hewashaving
secret meetingswith aprostitute. Shortly after-
wards, hewasforced to step down because his
mord faillurewasreveded.

Whileweall may be appalled by hisbehavior, we
shouldn’t betoo quick to condemn him. None of
usareeven closeto being perfect. It just happened
hisfaultswere publicized and oursarenot. How
loyal would your friendsbeif your secret snswere
published on thefront page of anewspaper?
Worseyet, what would happenif your thought life
were published? We have no businessworrying
about the speck in our brother’seyewhen we have
apolestuck inour own eye (Mt. 7:3-5). Weareall
vulnerableto spiritual and mord faillure. Remember,
King David (aman after God'sown heart) and
King Solomon (thewisest manintheworld) both
suffered severemord failure.

Itiseasy to missthe point Jesuswas making when
thewoman caught in adultery wasbrought toHim
(John 8:3-11). Wetend to think Jesuswastrying to
put the Phariseesintheir place. Actualy, Hewas
talkingto all of usabout our condescending atti-
tudes. The Phariseeswere not the only oneswho
wereextremely judgmental about other people's
failures. The Phariseeswere not concerned about

thewoman’swelfareand usualy weare not con-
cerned about thewelfare of thefallen Chrigtian. |
think the point Jesuswastrying to makewas, “Be
less concerned about thelir failuresand bemore
concerned about their recovery and spiritua
wdlbeing.”

We are more concerned about other people’s
misbehavior than our own. Anincident that recently
took placein my neighborhood providesan excel-
lent exampleof this. Severa neighborssigneda
petition demanding to have our streets patrolled for
speeders. | found it comical whenthreeof the
peoplewho signed the petition received speeding
ticketsasaresult. It waseven morecomical,
however, that these three peopl e had the audacity
totry to convincetheofficer not to givethemtickets
because they werethe oneswho signed the petition.

| would liketo point out thereisadifference
between forgiving aperson and trusting and re-
gpecting him. Trust and respect issomething that
hasto beearned. Many peopleassumeif you
forgiveaperson, you must put thingsback to the
way they were. Not only isthisuntrue, itisoften
unwise. Thereareawaysconsequencesfor our
sans

Although prudence may requireyouto bemore
cautiousinyour dealingswith afallen brother, you
gtill should haveloveand compassionfor him.
Whileitiseaser tolovearepentant brother, our
love and compassion should not be dependent on
the person’srepentance. Remember, it waswhile
wewereyet sinners (and unrepentant) that Christ
diedfor us. Look at my chapter, Rising out of the
Ashes, for moreinformation on how we should
treat afalen brother.

Hallmark Hall of Famehasamoviecalled
Harvest of Fire. Itisastory of an FBI agent sent
toasmal Amish community toinvestigatethe
burning of severd Amishbarns. Atfirstitwas
thought an outsider (or “English”) wasthearsonist.
SincetheAmish act and dressvery different from
therest of the community, they are often mistreated.
Most peoplethought solving thiscasewasjust a
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smplematter of finding which outsider wasrespon-
shle

| already knew agreat deal about theAmish
people, but thismoviegavemenew insghtsinto
why they maintain their “ old fashioned” ways.
Although till do not agreewiththeir structure of
leadership and obsessonwithsmplicity, | havea
whole new appreciation and respect for these
people. | now can seewhy they feel it isimportant
tomaintainthisuniquelifestyle, alifestylewefind so

peculiar.

Each Amish community hasan Elder who provides
guiddinesthat must befollowed. Although most
Chrigtianstry tolivetheir liveswithinthe congtraints
of what the Bible saysismordly right and wrong,
theAmish carry it astep further. They havean
additional set of guidelines. They realizetheBible
doesnot mandate theseguidelines, but they fedl
theseguiddinesareimportant inmaintaining a
healthy community. Asaresult, each Elder hasthe
responsibility to establish alifestyle (or flavor) he
feelsisbest for hiscommunity. Thisiswhy some
communitiesusedectrictoolsfor construction while
otherswill only use gasoline powered toolsor no
power toolsat all.

Anexampleof oneof these“flavors’ isthe shape of

thebarn’sroof. TheAmish community inthismovie
wasonly allowed to have arched roofs, not peaked
roofs. Oneof theAmishfarmers, however, felta
peaked roof would be much better. Sincehe
refused tofollow the Elder’scounsel, hewas
“shunned.” Although most of usprobably fedl thisis
excessve punishment for thisviolation, obedienceis
acentra component of theAmish culture.

Asitturned out, it wasthisfarmer’sson who was
burning thebarns. Hewasangry over thetreatment
of hisfather. Congderingthe® community effort”
involvedinAmishbarnraisings, burninga
neighbor’sbarnisadap against thewhole commu-
nity. Whenthefather found out it washisown son
whowas setting thefires, herealized what his
“pride’ had done. Asaresult of hisfather’srepen-
tance, the boy turned himself into the Eldersand
subsequently to thepolice.

Atthispoint you re probably wonderingwhy | am
sharing thisstory. When theboy and hisfather
were being led from the police station to the court-
house, they were approached by oneof thevictims.
Asashow of support for their repentant brothers,
they asked if they can accompany them. Asthe
camerapansback, it revealsthewholeAmish
community following behind to show their support.

| defy anyoneto watch thismovieand not develop
sometearsat theend. Today’schurchwould be
much different if we Christianscould only show this
sametype of compassion and forgiveness. When
we haveto rebukeapersonfor asin, it should
alwaysbefor the purpose of restoration.

During the Revolutionary War, someAmerican
commandersrealized it was better to only wound
the British soldiersinstead of trying tokill them.
Thisstrategy would take three British soldiersout of
service becausetwo healthy British soldierswould
stop fighting and carry their fallen comradeto get
medical attention. Thisspecid careiswhat you
would expect from those who are concerned about
thewefareof their comrades. Whilediverting so
much attention to thewounded sol diersmay not be
themogt efficient military Strategy, it doestell youa
great deal about the character of these people.
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Do wetend to the needs of our fallen brothersand
sgters? What doesour treatment of our fallen
brother and sisterstell othersabout the Christian
Army? What legacy areweleaving behind?
Sobering questionsaren’t they?

TheU.S. military hasseverd ditemilitary units,
oftenreferred to asthe Special Forces. TheArmy
Rangersisoneof these unitsand hasahistory that
goesback to the Revolutionary War. Thereare
threemain reasonswhy these ditefighting groups
areso effectivein devastating asuperior force.
First, only thebest of the best makeit into these
units. Second, theseunitsarehighly trained. Third,
they aretrained to work together asabody.

Themilitary hasredlized that agroup of soldiersthat
work together asasinglebody isincredibly difficult
tostop. Thisunity makesit possiblefor thesesmall
teamsto be ableto defeat overwhelming odds.
Thisunity isessentia to the successof theseunits.

Toforcethese soldiersto think of themselvesasa
body, they arerequired to do everything together as
aunit. They aregivenassgnmentsthat canonly be
accomplished if everyoneworkstogether asateam.
Theseassgnmentsare setup so that any disunity will
resultinfailure. Not only arethey trainedtorely on
their fellow soldiersto accomplishtheir mission,
they aretaught to think of their fellow soldier’s

welfareasmuch asthey think of their own.

When oneof these soldiersiswounded, thewhole
body (unit) iswounded. Whenonesoldier is
incapacitated, theotherswill carefor him. Inther
training they aretaught, “ You gointogether, you
stick together, and you come out together. 1f you
can’t come out together, don’t bother coming out.”

Whileitiseasy for ustofeel compassionfor a
wounded military soldier, itismuch moredifficult
for ustofeel compassion for awounded Christian
soldier. Thereasonfor thisisafalen Christian
soldier usualy doesnot appear helplessandin
need. Instead of being humbled and broken by
their sin, awounded Christian soldier often comes
acrossas being proud, arrogant, or rebellious.
Despitetheir lack of humility, thesefdlen Chrigtians
aredtill casualtiesof Satan’sdevices; they have
been taken out of thefight. Oftenthesebrothers
and sstersdon’t even realize Satan has neutralized
them.

Itiseasy to cometotheaid of abrother who
realizesheneedshelp. Itismuch moredifficultto
cometotheaid of aproud arrogant brother.
Nevertheless, hestill needsour help. Chancesare
hewill not be opento any verbal help, sowemust
providethe needed support viafervent prayer.

Itisimportant to understand that supporting our
falling brother doesnot meanignoring hissins. Itis
alsoimportant to understand that our goal must be
restoration, not punishment. Thismay bevery
difficulttodoif the brother hasdeeply hurt us.
Nevertheless, wemust carefor him asthoughwe
werecaring for ourselves.

TheArmy Ranger’'screedis, “Never shdl | fail my
comrades... | will never leaveafallen comradeto
fal intothehandsof theenemy.” Wow, if the
Christian Army would only treat their brothersand
sstersthesameway. If the ChristianArmy would
follow thiscreed, the Christian landscape would be
quitedifferent.
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The Discouraged Heart

Chapter: 2.03
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1984 -2002

Mrs. Hanover wasdiscouraged and frustrated.
Yearsof prayersfor her husband'ssalvationwerein
vain. Hewaskilledinacar accident and now he
wasinHell for eternity. Not only did shelosethe
loveof her life, shehad the haunting knowledgethat
hewill be eternally separated from God. The
burden of thisknowledge weighed heavily onMrs.
Hanover.

Mrs. Hanover becamefrustrated and disillusioned
with God and Christianity. Doubts crept in about
God'sfaithfulnessandlove. Shefelt betrayed.
Discouraged, shestopped living for the L ord.

It iseasy to becomediscouraged whenit appears
that God doesnot careandisnot listening. Itis

hard to send up consistent prayerswhenit appears
they aregoing no higher thantheceiling. Mrs.
Hanover responded to her discouragement the
sameway many of usdo.

Fiveyearslater, Roger Simsapproached Mrs.
Hanover and told her an amazing story. Hehad
been hitchhiking when Mr. Hanover had picked him
up. Asthey begantotalk, Roger started to share
hisfaithin JesusChrist. Themessagewasso
compelling that Mr. Hanover pulled over totheside
of theroad and accepted Jesusashis Savior. Later
onthat day Mr. Hanover waskilledinacar acci-
dent. (Source: Power for Living, Jan. 30, 2000,
and More Precious Than Slver, by Joni
Eareckson Toda.)

Thisstory makesyou wonder how often God hides
Hisanswersfromus. It makesyouwonder if many
of our “unanswered” prayershave been answered
after all. Wemay begreatly surprised when we get
to Heaven and find out everything God had actualy
donefor us. Wewill probably wish we had been
more consistent and faithful inour prayers.

Why does God hide some of Hisanswersfrom us?
Your guessisasgood asmine. It seemslikeHe
could have saved Mrs. Hanover agreat deal of
sorrow and discouragement if He had revedled the
exciting newsto her much earlier.

Weknow from the Biblethat God isnot amean or
sadistic person. Weknow that Helovesusand
caresfor us. SinceHeisgenuingly interested in our
welfare, | haveto believe Hehasaspecia reason
for Hisslence. Unfortunately, wewill probably
never know thereason until weenter eternity.

Therearetwo lessonswe can learn fromthisstory.
First, the problemsweface may not be asbleak as
they appear. God may have somesurprisesin store
for you. Second, you should be obedient to God
regardlessof what's happening around you. Your
actions should be based on God' s promisesinstead
of how things appear to you.

Theorigina Star Trek pilot (The Cage) providesus
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agood example of how appearances can be
deceptive. Inthisorigina episode, Captain Chris-
topher Pike (not Captain JamesT. Kirk) wasthe
Captain of the USS Enterprise. He had been
captured and held captive on planet Talos4 by the
Tdosians. Captain Pikemade several escape
attempits, but failled every time. Heeventried
blowing aholeinthewall of hiscagewith aphaser.

It wasn't until later that Captain Pikediscovered
that thingswere not asthey appeared. The
Taosanswereusingillusionsto makehimthink that
hisescape attemptswereineffective. They used
illusionsto make him disregard what heknew to be
true. Whenthe Talosiansstopped usingillusions,
Captain Pike saw that hisphaser did blow aholein
thewall of hiscage.

| believethat thisissmilar to what’shappeningin
our lives. Sometimes God wantsusto trust Him so
Hedoesn't reved everythingtous. Sometime
Satan wantsto discourage us so he createsan
illusonto hidethetruthfromus. Therefore, the

next time appearances seem to contradict the
promisesof God, follow God'spromises. Be
obedient to what you know to betrueand ignore

mideading perceptions.

Interesting Side Note about Star Trek

Many peopleare unawarethat the network re-
jected Star Trek’sorigina pilot episode. They said
that the pilot (The Cage) wastoo “crania.” The
network asked that another pil ot episode be
written. A new pilot (Where no Man Has Gone
Before) waswritten and, asthey say, therestis
higtory.

The Cagewasn't aired for many years. Infact,
many peopledidn’t even know about thislost pilot
episode until Menagerie 1 and Menagerie 2 were
aired. Menagerie 1 and Menagerie 2 took scenes
from The Cage and blended it into their storyline.
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TheOverwhelmed

Chapter: 2.04
Copyright © Michaegl Bronson 1984 -2002

Mary was77 yearsold andliving by hersdfina
mobile home. Shewasin desperatetroubleand
had no onetoturnto. Shewascaughtinafinancia
trap in which she couldn’t escape. Although her
hedlth wasstarting to fail, she had to continue
working. Shehad no choice; her monthly billswere
higher than her social security checks.

To make mattersworse, acarel essdriver smashed
into her car, totaling it. Since she needed acar to
get towork, she had to buy another car. An
unscrupul ous salesman took advantage of this

el derly woman and sold her acar for $4,000. This
car, whichwasworth lessthan $1,000, had multiple
mechanical problemsthat cost her another $3,000.
Evenwiththeserepairs, thecar wasstill unreliable.

Sinceshedidn’t havemoney for dl this, shehad to
put $5,000 on her credit card. The 24% interest on
thiscard madeitimpossiblefor her to pay off her
debts.

Compounding her problems, her credit card
number was apparently stolen and sold on the black
market. Her account wasbeing charged witha
large number of fraudulent charges. Just asshe
would get these chargestaken off of her account,
shewould get hit with somenew charges.

Shecalled the credit card company about her
problem and asked them to cancel the old card and
giveher anew one. Even after shewasgivena
new card, shewasstill getting hit by fraudulent
charges. Thecredit card company failed to cancel
her old number. Finally she canceled both cards
altogether and moved theloanto acredit union. A
month later shediscovered that the credit card
company still had not closed her account and she
had two more chargesonit. Eventhough she
eventua ly got her money back, these problems
added to her frustration and burden.

Confusing phonebillsonly madethingsworse. Asit
turned out she was paying $10 amonth for “ phone
rental” ontwo phones. The phone company
charged her the equivalent of about $3,400 for 28
yearsof phonerental. To make mattersworse,
instead of giving her anew phoneevery couple
years, she had the same old rotary phonethewhole
time. When the phone company was questioned
about thisthey said, “No oneforced her to rent
these phones.”

Government bureaucracy added itsown share of
frustration. Somehow thetitlefor the mobilehome
gotlost. Normally, alosttitleisn’t abig ded; you
pay your $20 and get anew copy. However, the
Secretary of State said that they only keep records
of thesetitlesfor 25 years. Sinceher titlewas28
yearsold, they had no record of her mobile home.
Even though she had aphotocopy of thetitle (made
by arealtor acoupleweeksearlier) and proof of
purchase, etc., they said they would not give her a
replacementtitle.
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They said shewould haveto goto courtto get a
provisiond title. Ontop of the court cost, she
would haveto post a$2,000 bond (whichwould
be held by the Statefor fiveyears). Mary couldn’t
even afford her current situation, let onethesenew
expenses. Thismadeit completely impossiblefor
her to sdl her trailer and moveinto moreaffordable
housing. Fortunately, the State eventually reconsid-
ered and issued her areplacement title based on her
photocopy and proof of purchase.

Mary had no earthly persontoturnto. Her sonand
grandkids could not help. Somewereinno posi-
tionto help and othersdeliberately took advantage
of her. Infact, some of them contributed to her
problemsby abusing her kindnessand generosity.

I’ll giveyou anexample. Recently, Mary told some
relativesthat when she moves, they could have her
freezer. Instead of being grateful that Mary didn’t
sl thefreezer to help pay her own bills, they
sdlfishly abused her generosity. Shortly after
making the offer, they called totell her that they
were coming over to pick up thefreezer. She
explained to them that they could haveit after she
moved. “Besdes,” shesaid, “I ill havefoodinit.”

They responded by saying, “ That’sokay, we'll take
thefood too.”

Mary heard of agovernment-housing programfor
low-income seniors. Their rent wasbased onthe
person’sincome (30%) and the government paid
therest. Although theapartmentswere beautiful
andinagreat location, she knew she could never
movethere. Sheknew it could take monthsto sell
her trailer intherecession and shecouldn’t afford
two housing payments. Shealsoknew shewas
physicaly unableto moveal of her belongings
hersdlf.

Shefelt desperate, trapped, and overwhel med.
Finaly, oneday, sheredlized something had to
change. Shedidn’t know what it would be or how
it could be done, but thingswere becoming hope-
less. Sheturned to God and asked Him to supply a
solution. Sheknew shewasasking for amiracleon

the same scale of M oses parting the Red Sea.

Unknownto Mary, God started to answer her
prayers50yearsearlier. Through her obedience
and godly living, sheled ayoung married coupleto
theLord. Theyinturnledagodly lifeandled their
childrentotheLord. 50yearslater (asaresult of
her prayers), God started to put atremendous
burden on one of these children (James). He
started to become very concerned about the
dilemmahis*” spiritua grandmother” wasfacing.

James shared hisburden with hiswife (Ruth) and
together they tried to figure out away to help her.
They asked Mary over for dinner. After they ate,
they showed her acar they had just purchased. As
Jameswastaking apicture of Mary and Ruth
standinginfront of thecar, hesaid, “ Oh, by the
way, Mary, thisisyour car.”

They helped out with avariety of problems. For
example, they took care of her credit card problem
and got her alow interest loan. They also helped
her sign up for thegovernment housing and paid her
lot rent ($315/month) whilethey tried to sell the
traller. Thetraller didn’'t sall quickly because of the
recess on so they bought thetrailer from her so she
could pay off her $5,000 loan. Helping Mary sell
her trailer cost James and Ruth about $2,000.

Jamesand Ruth moved al of Mary’sstuff to her
new apartment and helped clean out her trailer.
Ruth even spent 15 eveningsover at Mary’snew
apartment hel ping her sort through 77 years of
accumulation. Severd membersof James family
also spent agreat deal of time packing, unpacking,
and cleaning. They organized agaragesaeaswell.
A housewarming party washeld for Mary and she
was supplied with many new items. Severa people
even chipped in and bought her new pieces of
furniture.

Jamesand Ruth didn’t know about Mary’sprayers.
They didn’t know they werefollowing God's
prompting. Atfirgt, they thought it wastheir own
idea. When God put the burdenintheir heartsHe
alsoimplanted thedesireto help. Thisdesirewas
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S0 strong that they were eager to help. Itwasn’'ta
burden or inconvenience, but apleasure.

Proverbs21:1 says, “ Thekingsheartisinthehand
of theLord; Hedirectsit likeawatercourse wher-
ever Hepleases.” |f God wants something done,
He'll motivate the peopleto get thejob done (just
like hedid with Pharaoh, Exodus 7:3). James
admitsthat he passionately hates helping people
move. Therearefew thingshehatesmore. Yet,
when God prompted Jamesto help, Hea so put the
desirethere. It wasn't aburden, but apleasure.
Although Jamesworked hard onthisproject, his
wifeworked even harder. Ruth sacrificed agreat
dedl tohelp Mary; sodid James family.

Itisobviousthat thissituation wasaspecid inter-
vention of theLord. It would never havetaken
placewithout God stirring the heartsof al of these
people. Thevery fact that these peoplewanted to
make these sacrifices showsthe awesome power of
God.

Moses parting the Red Sea

Although some peopl e havethought that Jamesand
Ruthwerevery thoughtful and generousto help
Mary, Jamesand Ruth don’t seeit that way. They
say that they don’t deserve credit or praisefor
something that wasajoy todo. They say it'slike
being praised for going to someone' shouse and
eating aThanksgiving dinner withthem. Therewas
no sacrificeinvolved. “Besides,” they said, “If God

moved our heartsto perform these deeds, how
much credit canweactudly clam.”

Thereareacouplethingswe canlearnfromthis
situation. First, no problemistoo difficult for God.
Thenext timeyou arefaced with animpossible
Stuation, think about Mary. Remember, if God
wants something done, He can work out the details.
He can movethe hearts of men and womento
accomplish Histask.

Second, thereistheincredible power in prayer.
God'sspecid interventionwasaresult of Mary's
prayers. Mary remained faithful to God despitethe
impossiblecircumstances. Shecould have, like
many people, become bitter and discouraged.
Instead, shefaithfully committed her problemsto
God and asked Him to resolve them.

Itismy opinion God allowed her situationto
become*“hopeless’ inorder to demonstrate His
mighty power to others. | think Hewanted the
worldto seeHisability toresolveintricate prob-
lems. Wesometimesthink (albeit mistakenly) that
pushing back the Red Seawith bruteforcedidn’t
takemuch skill. We sometimesthink Godisso
busy handlingthe* big” problemsthat Hedoesn't
havetimeto concern Himself with complicated
logistical and bureaucratic problems. Mary’s
situation demonstrated that God paysasmuch
atentiontothesmall detailsasHe doestothelarge
ones.
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Picking up the Pieces

Fictureof Ding Teuling

Chapter: 2.05
Copyright © Michagl Bronson 2002

Carl Steele (knownal over theworld for hischalk
drawings) picksup the chalk and startsdrawing on
anempty canvas. Atfirstasmall log cabinbegins
totakeform. Gradually abeautiful lake appearsin
the background. Oneof Carl Steel€’ strademarks
washisability to talk about God ashedrawsthese
beautiful pictures.

Everyoneat MaranathaBible Conferenceisen-
thralled by Carl Steel€ spresentation. Hiswork is
mesmerizing. Suddenly, Carl Steeletakesapiece
of black chalk and putsabig black linethrough the
picture (fromthetop all theway downtothe
bottom). If that wasn't enough damage, he put a
couplemoreblack linesthrough thepicture.

After destroying hisbeautiful picture, Carl Stedle
stopsand facesthe audience. Most peopleare
horrified by what hehasdone. They can’'t believe
heruined such abeautiful picture. Carl Sed€e’s
picturesare va uableand many peopleareimagining
how these black lines could be removed without
ruiningthepicture.

After pausing for about five seconds, Carl Steele
begins speaking to theaudience. “Hasthisever
happened to you? Isthispicture symbolic of your
life? Wasyour lifeasbeautiful asthispicture? Your
family, job, and spiritud lifeweredl developing
beautifully. All of theseelusive piecesto ahappy
lifewerefinally coming together.

Suddenly, tragedy strikes. A dark blemishisripped
acrossyour life. Maybethisblemishwassomething
unavoidablelikeadevastating car accident. Maybe
youwereavictimof aviolent crime. Maybeitwas
something you brought onyourselves, likecommit-
tingaterriblesn.”

Carl Stedepauses, and then continues. “The
beautiful pictureof our lifenow hasan ugly black
blemishonit. Itistotally ruined; thereisnoway of
repairingit. Wetry to erasethe blemish, but it'stoo
large. Our attemptsto erasethe mark only spreads
theblemishevenfurther.”

After letting thissink infor afew seconds, Carl
Sedeturnsaround and startsdrawing again. After
acoupleof minutes, the audience beginsto see
something they recognize. Theblack markshave
becomethetrunksto somepinetrees. Carl Steele
istaking theseterribleblemishesandisturning them
into pinetrees. Upon completion, thetrees|ook
likethey actually belong withthedrawing. Infact, it
isnow hard to imaginethispicturewithout thetrees.

Carl Stedeturnstotheaudienceagain and says,
“Thisiswhat can happento your destroyed life
whenyouturnit over to God. He cantakeamess
andturnitinto something beautiful, something more
beautiful than what it wasbefore. 1t doesn’t matter
if the blemishwasaproblemyou created or a
problem that was outside your control; God can still




BibleHelp.org

makeit beautiful.”

Carl Steelecontinues, “ Aswesaw fromthis
demonstration, we can never go back to theway
thingswerebefore. Thingshavechanged forever.
However, if wegive God full control, thechange
will befor the better.”

| think weall canlearnfrom Carl Steel €' spresenta
tion. It provideshopefor thehopeless, relief for the
overwhelmed. Thenexttimeyour lifeisruined by
anugly blemish, giveittoGod. Let Himturnthis
ugly blemishinto abeautiful sgnatureof Hishandi-
work.

Another exampleof God taking amessand turning
itinto something beautiful isthe death of Jesuson
thecross. What do you think the disciplesfelt
when Jesuswastaken from them and murdered?
They had beenwith Himfor threeyearsand
suddenly everything had fallen apart. Their hopes
and dreamswere destroyed. Therewasno way
that this catastrophic event could beundone. Yet,
God took thishorriblesituation and madeitinto
something spectacular.

Thereareno tragediestoo great for God. There
arenowoundsthat God can’t heal. Thereareno
blemishesbeyond God’ smiraculoustouch. There
areno shattered livesthat God can't repair.
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“I’ve Fallen and Can’t get Up”

(hope for those who have fallen)

Chapter: 2.06
Copyright © Michael Bronson 2001, 2002

“I’vefallenand can't get up.” Most of ushave
found that old commercial humorous. It'snot as
comical, however, whenitisreferring to our spiri-
tua life. Unfortunately, most Chrigtians, at onetime
or another, havefelt thisway. Wehavefallen down
spiritually and can’t seeany way of getting back up.
Thefedling God hasgrowntired of our continual
faluresonly compoundsthisproblem.

| havefound it important to bereminded of God's
“grace’ (unmerited favor) every now and then. We
usualy think grace only pertainsto salvation (God
not giving sinnerswhat they sorichly deserve), but it
also appliesto the Christian who has stumbled.

God doesnot giveHisfallen childrenwhat they so
richly deserve.

When aChristian stumbles, hefeel sdefeated and
viewshimself asaloser. Hefeelslikehehas
disappointed God by hisinability tomaintaina
congstent Christianwalk. Thisisespecidly trueif
hehasfailedinaparticular areanumeroustimes. A
person who hasfailed many timesfedslikehe
deservesto beinthe predicament heisin. Hefeels
likehehasnoright to ask God for help.

In my section Under standing Salvation, | havea
chapter about grace (Grace: Unmerited Favor).
Althoughit waswritteninthe context of savation, it
isvery gpplicablefor Christianswho are struggling.
Itisimportant for these Christiansto seethat the
same hel ping hand that pulled them up out of the
mireof snwill dso pull themup out of their current
problem. Therefore, theremainder of thischapter
isarepeat of my other chapter on grace.

A Moving Exampleof God’sGrace

Theboy standsdefiantly with hishead cocked back
and handsclenched. “Go ahead. Giveittome; |
cantakeit.”

Theprincipa looksdown at theyoung rebel. “How
many timeshaveyou been here?’

Thechild sneersrebdlioudy, “ Apparently, not
enough.”

Theprincipd givesthe boy astrangelook and says,
“You have been punished each time, haveyou not?’

“Yeah, I vebeen punished; if that’swhat you want
tocdl it.” Hethrowsout hissmall chest and says,

“Go ahead, | cantakewhatever you candishout; |
dwayshave.”

Carefully studying theboy’sface, the principa says,
“ Arethereany thoughtsof punishment whenyou
bresk theserules?’
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“Nope; | dowhatever | want. Ain't nothing you
people gonnado to stop meneither.”

Theprincipal looksover at theteacher whoissitting
nearby and asks, “What did hedo thistime?’

“Fighting. Hetook little Tommy and shoved his
faceintothesandbox.”

Theprincipal turnsto look at theboy and asks,
“Why? What did little Tommy dotoyou?’

“Nothin’, I didn’tliketheway hewaslookinat me;
just likel don’'t liketheway you' relookinat me
now! Infact, if I thought | coulddoit, I’d shove
your faceinto something.”

Theteacher stiffensand startstorise, but aquick
look fromtheprincipal stopshim. He contemplates
thechild for amoment and then quietly says,
“Today, my young student, istheday youwill learn
about grace.”

“Grace? Isn't that what you old people do before
you eat ameal? | don’t need any of your stinkin’
grace.”

“Oh, but youdo,” saystheprincipa. After sudying
theboy’sface, hewhispers, “Ohyes, youtruly do
need grace.” Theboy glared asthe principal
continued. “Grace, initsshort definition, isunmer-
itedfavor. You can't earn grace, my child. Graceis
agiftandit’'sawaysfredly given. Gracemeansyou
will not begetting what you sorichly deserve.”

Theboy lookspuzzled. *Your not gonnawhup me?
Youjust gonnalet mewalk?’

The principa looksdown at theunyielding childand
says, “Yes, | angoingtolet youwalk.”

Theboy studiestheface of the principa and says,
“No punishment at al? You' renot going to punish
me even though | socked Tommy and shoved his
faceinto the sandbox?’

“Oh, there hasto be punishment. What you did

waswrong and therewill aways be consequences
for our actions. Therewill be punishment. Graceis
not an excusefor doingwrong.”

“I knew it,” sneerstheboy. Holding out hishands
hesays, “Let’'sget onwithit.”

The principa nodstoward the teacher and says,
“Bringmethebdt.” Theteacher presentsthebelt
totheprincipal. Hecarefully foldsitintwo and
handsit back to theteacher. Helooksat thechild
and says, “1 want you to count theblows.” The
principal didesout from behind hisdesk and walks
over tothechild.

Thechild standsdefiantly with hishands out-
stretched. Theprincipa gently movesthechild's
expectant handsdown to hissides. Turningtothe
teacher, the principal stretchesout hisown hands
andquietly says, “Begin.”

Thebelt dapsagainst the principal’ soutstretched
hands. Crack! Theyoung boy jumps. Shock
registersacrosshisface, “One’ hewhispers.

Crack! “Two.” Hisvoiceraisesan octave.

Crack! “Three.” Heisunableto believethis.
Crack! “Four.” Bigtearswell upintheeyesof the
young rebel. “Okay, stop! That’'senough. Stop!”
Crack! Thebelt continuesto comedown onthe
principal’sswollen hands. Crack! Thechild
flincheswith each blow. Tearsstart streaming down
thechild’'sface. Crack! Crack! “No, please,” the
former rebel begs. “Stop. I'mtheonewhodidit.
I’ m the onewho deservesthe punishment. Stop!
Please stop,” theboy sobs. Still the blowscome.
Crack! Crack!

Findlyitisover. Theprincipd, with swest glisten-
ing across hisforehead, turnsto theformer rebel
and kneelsdown. Carefully cradlingthechild'sface
with hisswollen hands, the principal softly says,
“This, my boy, isgrace.”

Thisstory isan excellent example of God'sgrace
(unmerited favor). Just asthe boy received the
opposite of what he deserved, wetoo canreceive
the opposite of what we deserve.
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Although some peoplefed that an Almighty God
can“forgiveandforget” our sins, Hecan't. His
holy and righteous nature demands He properly
deal withour sins. Every transgression hasto be
punished. Thereareawaysconsequencesfor our
actions,

Fortunately for us, God stepped forward and was
punished in our place. Heborethe stripeswe
deserved. Hewasbruised and pierced in our
place. God'sgrace (unmerited favor) meanswe
did not get what we so richly deserved.
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Secretsto Resisting
Temptations

Chapter: 2.07
Copyright © Michael Bronson 2001, 2002

Therearetimesthat resisting temptation seemslike
ahopelesscause. Itsgrip and seduction seems
totally overwhelming. Res sting certaintemptations
seemsasfutileastrying to hold back thetide.

Fortunately, there can bevictory over our tempta
tions. Thetemptationsof Jesuscan provideus
some powerful helpin overcoming our own tempta:
tions. Some peoplefed thereason Jesusdid not
yield to Histemptationsisbecause He did not have
asinnature. Adam and Evedidn’t havesin natures
ether, yet they sill snned.

| believethereisanother reason Jesusdidn’'tyield
to Histemptation. | believe Jesusdidn’t sinbe-
cause He understood howto resist temptations. |

believethe sametoolsthat gave Him the ability to
resist temptation can help you resist temptation.
Obvioudly, because of our sin nature, we are not
goingtobeabletolivesinlesslives. Weshould,
however, beabletolivelivesof consistency and
victory.

Theremainder of thischapter istaken from another
chapter called Could Jesus have sinned? Origi-
nally, thischapter waswritten to addressthe

theol ogical argument of whether Jesuscould have
snned. However, the practical applicationsfrom
that discussonaresogreat | includeditinthis
section (The Christian Who has Sumbl ed).

Could Jesushave Sinned?

Could Jesushave sinned during Hisstay hereon
Earth? Christianshave been debating thissubject
for dmost two thousand years. The question of
Jesus sinning seemsto be one of thosetheological
guestionsthat can never beanswered. Thisques-
tion appearsto be one of those self-contradicting
guestionslike, “ Could God createarock solarge
that Hecouldn'tliftit?’ or “If Godisal powerful,
couldn’'t He make around square?’

Regardless of how you answer the question, you
runinto some profound implications. If Jesus
couldn’t have sinned, you haveto wonder if Hewas
really tempted? How can apersontruly be
tempted if thereisno possibility of yielding? The
Bibleclearly saysthat Jesuswastempted (Hebrew
2:18; 4:15, Matthew 4:1). Therefore, either Jesus
wastempted or the Bibleiswrong.

Ontheother hand, if Jesuscould have sinned, then
our fate (and even God' sfate) wasredisticaly in
jeopardy. If Jesus(whoispart of the Godhead)
had actually sinned, then everything would have
beenruined for eternity. God’sholy and righteous
naturewould have beentainted. God's system of
justicewould have had to be abolished. God
would no longer besinless, nor could Hereason-
ably expect perfectionfromus. Either Godwould
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have had to condemn Himself to Hell for eternity or
Hewould have had to release everyonefrom Hell.
You havetowonder if God would have put al this
atrisk if therewasarealistic 50/50 chancethat He
wouldfail?

So, what'stheanswer? For what it'sworth, I'll
giveyou my opinion onthissubject. | believethat
when Jesuswastempted He had areal choicein
Hisresponse. | believethat when Hewastempted,
Hefelt the samefrustrationsand pressuresthat we
do. | believeHehad aredlistic choicetoyieldto
Histemptation. | believethat the temptations Jesus
faced had the same potential of being overwhelming
asthey aretous. | believethat asaresult, He
could say tous, “1 know what you arefedling; |
went through the samething.”

Ontheother hand, | don’t believetherewasa
realistic possibility of Jesusever yieldingtothe
temptation. | realizethat thissoundslikeabunch of
doubletalk, but please hear meout. Not only dol
think | can solvethisriddle, | believeyou' |l find that
what | haveto say may actually help you deal with
your temptationsand struggles. | believeyou can
glean somepowerful principlesof victoriousliving
fromthisdiscusson.

Inthefirst section of thisbook | talked about how
wecan havevictory inour Christianlives. | pointed
out that following certain basic principlescanhelp
ushavevictory over our futuretemptations. | aso
pointed out that thereason we havedifficulties
overcoming temptationsisbecauseweareinconss-
tentinfollowing God'sprinciples.

Hereinliesthekey to our victory: Weshould
consstently utilizethetoolsthat giveusthestrength
tobevictorious. Consistent victory isnot solely a
result of what you do at thetime of the temptation.
Rather, itisgreatly influenced by what you dolong
beforeyou arefaced with thetemptation. The
chapter Guard your Thoughts coversthisin more
detail.

Being victoriousover temptationisactudly atwo-
part process. First, thereisthe choiceyou makeat

theactual time of thetemptation. Second, thereis
the preparation done beforeyou aretempted. Itis
our failluresinthe preparation stagethat makeit
moredifficult for usto res st our temptations.
Preparing ahead of time providesusthetoolsand
strength to hel p usovercomethetemptations. The
following flow chart should help you visudizethe
process.

Areyou consstently
utilizingdl of thetools
providedintheBible?

Yes No

' '

Youwill havegreater
strength to resist your
temptation.

Your ability toresist
thetemptation will be
greetly diminished.

Asyou can see, proper preparationisthekey to
our success. To help you understand itsimpor-
tance, let’slook at thefollowing scenario: There
aretwo housesthat areidentical in construction.
Both houses(likeall houses) facetheredistic
possihility of catching fireand burning down. One
house hasa sophisticated firealarm and sprinkler
system and the other house doesnot. If both
houses are exposed to the same source of fire, one
will burn down and the other will not.

Thisillugtrationisliketo our temptationstosin.
Two peopl e can be exposed to the sametype of
temptation and yet respond quitedifferently. The
personwho utilizesthe Biblica toolswill havemore
strength to resist thetemptation. The personwho
has not taken advantage of thesetoolswill have
difficulty ressting thetemptation.

Let’sgo back toour origina question of, “ Could
Jesushavesinned?’ | believethat if Jesusdid not
utilizethesetools (before Hewastempted) He
probably would have sinned. | don't believeHe
would have had the strength to resist Histempta-
tion. Thevictory Jesusexperienced wasadirect
result of Hisutilization of theresourcesavailableto
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Him.

S0, instead of asking, “ Could Jesushave sinned,”
weshould beasking, “Wastherearedistic possibil-
ity of Jesusnot utilizing theseresources?’ | don’t
believetherewasapossihility that Jesuswould
have disregarded thesevaluabletools. | believe
Jesus (being part of the Godhead) understood the
necessity of utilizing theseimportanttools. | believe
Jesus saw thevalue of being prepared.

Some people say that since Jesusdid not haveasin
nature, He couldn’t havesinned. Whileitistrue
that Jesusdidn’t haveasin nature, neither did Adam
and Eve. Yet, both of themfailed. Thedifferenceis
Jesus under stood the processthat keeps aperson
fromsinning. Being part of the Godhead, Jesus
didn’t havetowonder how to bevictorious. He
knew how to overcometemptation.

| think Jesus had Histemptationsrecordedinthe
Biblein order to show ushow to bevictoriousover
sin. | think Hewanted usto realizethat we can't
alwaysavoid temptation, but we can have control
over it.

Whilel believeitispossibleto have cons stent
victory inour Christian lives, | do not believewe
canlivelivesof “snlessperfection.” My chapter
CanWeLive SnlessLivescoversthisin more
detall.

What arethesetoolsthat will help usresist tempta-
tion? Following areafew of thetools:

Maintain anintimatereationshipwith God
Batheyourself intheWord of God
Commit every areaof your lifeto God
Get othersto pray for you

Guardyour thought life

Maintain anintimaterel ationshipwith God. Having
anintimatereationship with Godisdifferent from
“spendingtimeinprayer.” For many Christians,
“prayer” isaquick trip to God to commit certain
problemsandissuesto Him. Fellowship, onthe
other hand, isthefriendship and relationship you
developwith God.

You develop apersond relationship with God the
sameway you would develop apersond relation-
ship with someonehereon Earth. Youtak tothem
continually and sharewiththemyour fedings,
desires, dreams, etc. Thisfellowshipwith Godwill
provideyou tremendous spiritua strength.

Batheyoursdf intheWord of God. Thisisan
often-neglected resource. Even Jesusrealized the
importance of using theWord of God. Heconsis-
tently used scripturewhen Hewas defending
Himself against thetemptationsinthewilderness
(Mark 9:14-29). | think it'svery important to
follow Jesus exampleinresisting temptation. If you
don’t consistently study theWord of God, thereis
noway you can useit asatool.

Commit every areaof your lifeto God. Some
people have said that since God isaware of al of
our needs, thereisn’t any reason to pray for them.
Thisisn’'ttrue. Although God knowsabout our
needs, Hestill wantsusto ask Himfor help. More
important, when we commit something to God, we
areactudly givingHimfull control (or ownership)
over it. Thesection The Incredible Power of
Prayer coversthisinmoredetail. InMatthew
17:21, thediscipleswere having problemscasting
out certain demons. Jesustold them that some
Stuationsareso difficult toresolvethat they can
only beresolved by prayer and fasting.

Get othersto pray for you. Getting othersto pray
for youisimportant. It'snot just missionarieswho
need to raise prayer support. The section men-
tioned abovetalksabout theimportance of raising
prayer support for yourself.

Guard your thought life. Simply put, themoreyou
dwell onasinful thought, thegreater areyour
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chancesof falingintoitstemptation. Thereisa
very direct correlation between thetwo. For
example, if you continualy fantasize about having
sexual encountersoutsideyour marriagerel ation-
ship, youwill findit very difficult to res st an adulter-
oustemptation when the occasion arises.
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The Tablecloth -(leaving our
past sinsbehind us)

Chapter: 2.09
Copyright © Michael Bronson 2001, 2002

Focusing on our past sinsand failurescan over-
whelmus. Thisisoneof themost destructivetools
of Satan. Withit, he stealsour joy and spiritual
strength. Many Chrigtiansfindit hardto“forgive
andforget” their own sinsand shortcomings.
Whether itisasinglemgjor failure, or an accumula-
tion of many small failures, theresult isstill the
same. Wefindit difficult toresst futuresnswhen
we have had such an unsuccessful past.

We must learnto completely clean our datewith
Godandfed fully forgiven after each sin. Picture
having some specia guestsover for dinner. Your
best chinaand tablecloth areout. Asthedinner
dtarts, everyoneisvery careful not to spill anything
onthebeautiful tablecloth. Inevitably though,

someone makesthefirst spill. Thisperson, of
course, feelsbad and great effort ismadenot to do
itagain. Asthemea continuesand morestains
appear, the guests areless cautious about being
doppy. By theend of theweek, thetableclothisso
soiled that no oneredly caresif they arethe next
oneto spill. The consensushasbecome, “What
difference doesone more stain make?’

Wedothesamethinginour Christianlives. After
our first failure, wearedtill resolvedtoresist
temptation. However, after afew morefailures, our
resolve startsto weaken. After many failures, we
gart thinking, “What'stheuse of resisting, I’ mgoing
tofail inthenear futureanyhow. What difference
will onemoresnmake?’ Eventualy, weare
overwhelmed. Wedtill try to“resist,” but our
effortsarefeebleand superficial.

Many Christianshavefailed so many timesthey just
don't seethepoint intrying anymore. They have
failed so many timesthey fed there’ sno benefitin
ressting their current temptation. Asaresult, they
throw up their handsand go with theflow.

If, on the other hand, aChristian hasbeen victori-
ousfor aperiod of time, heismuch moreresolved
toresist histemptations. If aChristianhasaclean
date, heismuch more motivated to keep thedate
clean. Hedoesn't want to ruinagood record. A
basketball team that haswon thelast 100 games
will try harder than ateam that haslost thelast 100
games.

Sincehavinga“cleandate’ isobvioudy important,
how do sinnersmaintain aclean date? How do
peoplewithafdlen snnaturemaintainawinning
streak? Theanswer iswecan't. Wearesinners,
which meanswewill sin. Theanswer to our
dilemmaisnot an absenceof sin. Rather, the
answer isintheway you view your past Sins.

Simply asking God to forgive you does not auto-
matically mean you have been ableto put your
falluresbehind you. Thefact that God viewsyour
falluresasbeing completely resolved doesn’'t mean
you automatically seeit that way. Itisyour frame of
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mind that iscausing you the probleminthisarea.

Whenyou sin, you arethe author and owner of the
sin. However, when you confessyour sinsto God,
they now belong to Him. Unfortunately, you often
try to hang onto theownership. Every sinyou
“own” getsadded to your running count. Asa
result, thesesinsaccumulate. Even though these
snshavebeenforgiven, they till remainonyour list
of failures. Youwill never becompletely free of
thesesinsaslong asyou maintain ownership.

Thislist of failuresiswhat overwhelmsyou. The
larger thelist, themoreyou view yourself asa
“fallure.” Thelarger thelist, thelessmotivated you
aretoresst temptations.

ThethingtodoisgiveGod full ownership of your
past failures. If God ownsyour past failures, you
literally havenoright to bring themup again. You
havenorighttomaintainalist of failures. Theonly
person who hasaright to bring them upisthe
owner (God). Since He considersthe matter
settled, you haveaclean date.

Insummary, commit all of your failuresto God and
giveHimfull ownership over them. Once God
becomesthe owner, thesefailuresno longer belong
toyou. Youliterally havenoright to hold these
falluresagainst yourself. Todoso, isbasicaly
stealing from God. Asaresult of all this, you now
haveaclean datewith God.
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Guard Your Thoughts

Chapter: 2.10
Copyright © Michagl Bronson 2001

Last year lightning struck atree next to our garage
causing $8,500indamage. Theinteresting thing
about thelightning strikewasthefact that when the
lightning traveled down thetreeto theground, it
followed thetree’ sroot right under our garage.
Thisshattered acement border and cracked aslab
of cement. It then traveled through our electrical
wiring and took out our phoneand several electrical
items.

Beforethelightning strike, you couldn’t seetheroot
hiding just below the surface. Theroot, hiding six
inchesbel ow the surface, provided avery easy
pathway for thelightningtofollow. It washidden
fromview, but it waswaiting for just theright set of

circumstances.

Our thought livesarelikethisroot. It providesa
pathway for sintotravel. If your thought lifeisa
mess, you have created asolid pathway for sin. If
your thought lifeisunder control, snwill havea
hard timegaining control.

Sexua sinsareagood exampleof this. A person
who continually dwellson sexua fantasesand
looksat pornographic material will haveahardtime
ressting sexua sins. All it takesistheright set of
circumstances and the person will probably suc-
cumb to temptation.

| personally believethisiswhat happened to King
David and Bathsheba. Although the Bible doesnot
shed any light directly onthe cause of King David's
demise, | believeKing David had previoudy laid the
groundwork with histhought life. 1 believeKing
David alowed histhought lifeto wander over a
period of timeand paved theway for futuretempta-
tions. Then, when hewason therooftop and saw
Bathshebabathing, hehad ahardtimeresisting
temptation. | personally believethat had King
David controlled histhought lifeinthemonths
preceding theincident, therewould not have been
thisincident.
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Sanding up for “Principle’-1:
Wasted Energy

(part 1 of 4 parts)

Chapter: 3.01
Copyright © Michaegl Bronson 1984 -2002

“Look at how that guy isdriving. He'sright onthe
tail of that other car. Some people are so rude and
impatient.” Bartisexperiencing anew phenomenon
caledroadrage. “OK, pal,” Bart said. “I’mgoing
to show you what it feelsliketo have someoneride
your tail.” Withthat, Bart pullswithintwo feet of
therudedriver’sbumper.

Therudedriver’scar dowsdown and then speeds
up, but Bart staysright on histail. About seven
mileslater, therudedriver pullsoff to theside of the
road. Bart stubbornly pullsoff theroad behind him
and pops open histrunk.

Bart keepshisheadlightsshining onthecar infront
astwo men get out. Blinded by the headlights, the

two men hear, “Holdit right there. Don’t move.”
Momentslater, Bart shootsand killsone of themen
with the compound bow hehadin histrunk. Bart, a
former church Elder, was sent to prison for murder.

InaTV interview, adefiant Bart said he shot the
man in order to defend hiswife (who had since
divorced him). Hesaid it wasamatter of principle
and hewassimply standing upfor hisrights. During
theinterview Bart wasasked, “If you had achance
todoit all over again, would you handleit differ-
ently?’ Stubbornly, Bart said hewould not apolo-
gizefor defending hiswife. Heconsdershimsdlf a
political prisoner because hewasimprisoned for
standing upfor hisrights.

Canyou seealittlebit of Bartinsdeof you? Have
you ever stubbornly fought over a“principle?’ If
you carefully study the history books, youwill find
there has been atremendous amount of death and
destruction resulting from recklessfightsover
principles. Therearetimeswhenitisworthfighting
over principlesand therearetimeswhenitisnot.
Knowing how to determinethedifferencewill save
you agreat deal of grief and loss.

Whenyou look at thegrand scheme of things, most
fightsover principlesarenot worth thehigh cost it
extracts. Yet, therearecertaintimeswhenitis
important for you to stand up and fight for what is
right. How, then, do you determinethe appropriate
timetofight? Unfortunately, thereare no easy
answersto thisquestion. Thereare, however, some
basic guidelinesthat candirect you. Whenyou are
congdering engaging inafight, you should ask what
theultimateimpact would beonyou. Theareas
you should consider are:

1) What impact will thisconflict have onyour
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resources?

2) What impact will thisconflict have onyour
attitude and emotiona well-being?

3) Will engaging inthe confrontation help focus
your desiretofollow God'swill or will itbea
digtraction?

M ost peopledo not consider theimpact aconfron-
tationwill haveonthem. All confrontationscost
yousomething. Evenif youaretotaly inthe*right,”
the priceof engaginginthefight may behigher than
theissueisworth. Someoneoncesaid, “Choose
your battlescarefully. A bulldog can beat askunk
anytime, but it'sjust not worthit.”

My former bosswanted hisnew lawn to be perfect
so he had it hydro-seeded (apaste consisting of
grassseed and fertilizer). Thecompany told him
that having hislawn seeded aday or two beforeit
rained would provide the seed agood watering.
“Don’'t worry about the seedswashing away,” he
wastold, “Weguaranteeto replaceitif it does.”
So, watching theweather forecast, he had hislawn
sprayed acoupledaysbeforeit wasgoingtorain.
Unfortunately, therainstorm washed the seeds

away.

When he called the seeding company hewastold
the guarantee does not cover “ Actsof God.”
Dumbfounded, my former bosssaid, “ Thiswasnot
atornado, it wasonly arainstorm. What goodis
your guaranteeif it doesn’t cover this.” Theseeding
company said they would bewilling tore-seed it for
half of theorigina price. Outraged they would not
stand by their guarantee, he sued them. When his
wifetold himit would cost him much moreto sue
themthan it would tore-seed thelawn, hesaid, “It
wasamaitter of principle.”

To hissurprise, the courtsruled against him. Part of
theruling required himto pay the seeding
company’slegal cost. So, besidesnot havinga
lawn, he now had to pay them $2,000, plushisown
legal costs. Ashewaswriting out the check, his
wifeasked himif hisprincipleswereworththe

$2,000? Begrudgingly, hehad to admit thefight
really wasn't worthit.

Financid lossisnot theonly impact conflictshave
onour resources. Therearemany other areasthat
suffer loss. Infact, lossesintheseareasare usualy
more destructive than thelossof money. Confron-
tationsconsumetime, physica energy, and cregtive
energy.

Think about thelast maor confrontationinwhich
you wereinvolved. Try to add up thetotal amount
of timeyou had spent on thisproject, including all of
you timeyou spent thinking about it. Most likely, it
was probably dozens of hours. Thesearehours
that had to be pulled from your family or spiritual
life

Conflicts, of course, areusudly very emotiondly
draining. Thelonger it carrieson, themoreit saps
your energy. Usually after along day of work, our
energy reservesarelow. Evenwithout conflicts,
most of usbarely have enough energy for our
mates, kids, etc. How many timeshave our mates
or kids asked usto do something with them, only to
haveussay, “Oh, I’'mtootired for that.” 1f you
consumeagreat deal of energy onafight, what will
you haveleft for your family or your spiritud life?

Engaginginafight not only consumesagrest deal

of timeand energy, it also consumescredtive
energy. Unfortunately, most of usdo not havelarge
reservesof surpluscregativeenergy. Itisthecre-
ative energy that promptsusto do those specid
uniquethingsfor our mate and children. For
example, | did many creativethingsfor Janet before
wegot married. Janet found her “promisering”
inside abox of Cracker Jacks. When Janet opened
up her fortune cookie at a Chineserestaurant, she
found the message“ Janet, | loveyou, Mike.” (This
wasthefirsttimel had told her | loved her.) When
Janet got near theend of her meal at afancy
restaurant, shefound thefollowing wordsprinted on
theplates, “ Janet, will you marry me? Mike.” A
few weekslater | asked her to make some brown-
ies. Asshecracked open an egg, shefound her
engagement ring. (Ittook me 10 hoursto prepare
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theegg.)

Shortly beforewe got married, | started working
for the Deputy Director of Corrections. Whilel
wasworking for him, | created alarge number of
computer projectsfor the Department. Unfortu-
nately | consumed most of my cregtive energy on
these computer projects. After weweremarried, |
had very little creative energy for these specid
expressionsof love. | asohad little creative energy
for themany missionary projects| used towork on.

Thereason| bring thisupisto show how limited
our resourcesare. Thisisonereason | have chosen
not to pursue an executive management position.
My yearsof working in the Deputy Director’soffice
have shown methe hidden costsassociated with
some of these positions. Don’t get mewrong; | am
not criticizing thoseinthesepositions. Thereare
somegreat Christiansin these positionswho have
doneagood job keeping their familiesfirst. Unfor-
tunately, thisseemsto bethe exception rather than
therule.

| have seen many families destroyed because
peoplehavedrained al of their resourcesfightinga
violation. After thefight they didn’t haveanything
left for their families. Usualy, apersonisnot avare
heisnot providing the necessary resourcesfor his
family and spiritud life. This“garvation” isusudly a
dow and gradual process. Fighting for “ principles’
isaglentkiller, muchinthe sameway that choles-
terol isaslentkiller. Often, by thetimeyouredize
you haveacholesterol problem, alot of damage
hasbeendone. Likewise, youmay not fully realize
thetrue cost of abattleuntil itistoolate.

If you arelike most people, you get paid every two
weeks. Since many peoplehavenever learned to
budget their money, they start running low on
money near the end of the second week. What do
you think would happen if these people only got
paid onceayear? Most likely, they would spend
themoney too quickly and not haveany money |eft
near theend of theyear. If they did spendthe
money too fast, something will suffer. Themoney
will comefrom somewhere. Inthissituation, there

will probably be somehungry and cold family
members.

Likewise, you only have X amount of time, energy,
and creativity. Sincemost of itisalready spoken
for, youwill havevery little” surplus’ resources|eft.
Therefore, if youdon't carefully limit the number of
battlesyou undertake, youwill rob your family and
spiritud lifeof itsneeded resources.




BibleHelp.org

Sanding up for “Principle’-2:
A Destroyed Attitude

(part 2 of 4 parts)

Chapter: 3.02
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1984 -2002

Another casualty of fighting over principlesisour
attitude. Think back toatimeinyour lifewhere
you had to take astand on something that was
goingto bedifficult. Remember how you hadto
“psych” yourself up totakeon thechallenge? |
have had to face many seriousand difficult Situa-
tionsinmy life (both working inthe prisonand
elsewhere). Inthesesituations, | had to prepare
myself mentaly to undertakethe challenge. Men-
tally, I would anchor my feet, square my shoulders,
and put my fistsup and say, “ Comeon, it'sgo
time!”

Prolonged exposureto this posturewill spoil your
attitude. Whenyou psychyourself upfor abattle, it
isdifficult to return to the norma modewhenyou
arencotinthebattle. Your homelifeusudly suffers
during thesetimesof “war.” Youareusudly less
patient and understanding withyour family. Your
fuseisshort and you find yourself exploding at little
things. If youdo not take specia precautions, you
will becomemorecritical and judgmenta of others.

Ephesians4:26 says, “Inyour anger, donot sin.”
Therearetimeswhen certaininjusticesshould
makeyou angry. Theproblemis, however,itis

easy to overreact or be carelesswhenyou are
angry. Picturedriving acar down astreet at 5 mph.
At thisslow speed you havealargemarginfor
error. You could make many mistakeswithout
going off theroad or doing any seriousdamage.
Now pictureyoursalf driving down the sameroad
at 200 mph. It wouldn’t take much of amistaketo
causeyouto crashintoatree. Thisprinciple
appliesto our emotions. Whenyou areemationaly
cam, you arelesslikely to do somethingthat is
incrediblestupid. However, themore emotional or
angry you are, thelessmargin of error you have. If
you arevery angry, you could say or do something
that could have severe consequences. Whileitis
trueyou could do or say the exact samething when
you arecam, thereisfar lessposshility of it

happening.

When our emotionsare running high, our judgment
can becomedistorted. Hitler’sbombing of England
isagood exampleof this. During WWII, two
German bomberswent off course and bombed a
resdentia areaof London. Churchill thought this
bombing of civilianswasintentional, so he ordered
the English bombersto bomb civiliantargetsin
Germany. Hitler, enraged by this, ordered all of his
bomberstotarget civiliantargets.

Ironicaly, thismishap may have saved England from
falingtotheGermans. Atthetimetheorigina
German bombersmissed their targets, England's
military wasamost destroyed. However, when
Hitler stopped bombing military targetsand started
bombing civiliantargets, themilitary had achanceto
rebuilditsalf. Hitler'sanger caused himtolosesight
of hisobjectivesand he exercised poor judgment.
(Source: Time Magazine, Sept. 4, 1989, page 30)

Whenyou arefighting aviolation, try to keep your
anger under control asmuch aspossible. Your fight
over aviolation may befully justified, and yet, you
could still be“wrong” because of theway you fight
theviolation. Theother person may havesinned
firgt, but if yousinintheway you handletheviola-
tion, you arejust asmuch“inthewrong” in God's

eyes.
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| try to makeit apractice not to fight aviolation
(evenif | amcompletely justifiedindoingit) if |
cannot doitinacam and controlled manner. As
mentioned in other chapters, our primary goa
should beto honor God with our thoughts, words,
and actions. Thistakesamuch higher priority than
rightingthewrong.

Sincetherearemany more* righteousbattles’ than
what you havetime and energy, itisimportant to
chooseyour battlescarefully. Anunfortunatefact of
lifeiswewill continualy have peopleinfringingon
our rights. When civiliandoctorsaredraftedinto
themilitary during timesof war, they aretold of the
Two Rulesof War. “Rulenumber oneisyoung
menwill dieneedlessly. Rulenumber twoisdoc-
torscan’t changerulenumber one.” Likewise, we
arefaced withthe Two Rulesof Life. “Rule
number oneispeoplewill dwaysviolateyour rights.
Rulenumber twoisyou can’t changerule number
one”

If you think back on someof your past arguments,
youwill find most of them were about minor and
inggnificantissues. Itiseasy toargueover insgnifi-
cantissues. What would beyour reaction, if, after
buying apack of gum at the store, theclerk
rounded your changeupto thenext dollar. So, for
a50-cent purchase, you only received $4 back
fromyour $5 bill. Candid Cameradid ashow on
thisscenario (9/4/98). It wasvery interesting
looking at peopl€e sexpressions. Some people, of
course, got very upset, but one guy seemed to take
itinstride. So, afterwardswhen they asked him
about losing his50 cents, hesaid, “1 don’t sweat
thelittlethings.” Hewentontosay, “1 don'tlet
anyonerent spaceinmy head.” My questionfor
youis, how much spacein your head areyou
renting out to others?
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Standing up for “Principle’-3:
When Should You Fight?

(part 3 of 4 parts)

Chapter: 3.03
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1984 -2002

When determining whether you shouldfight for a
principle, you must consider your motivation. What
isthereal reason you want to pursueit? | think if
weare honest with ourselves, wewould haveto
admit our motivationisoften pride. Our egoshave
been bruised and we want to get back at the
offender. Our human nature hasahardtime
accepting thefact that our offender will go unpun-
ished. It grindsusto think the offender isgetting
away with hisabuse. If thisisyour motivation,
don’t pursueit. Inmost Situations, if you clear your
head of theemotions, you' Il find thereisusualy
very littlesubstanceworth fighting over.

Thefirst thing you should doif your rightshave
beenviolatedisto clear your head of theemotions.

Itisvery dangerousto prepare your response when
your emotionsarerunning high. Usualy, themore
you dwell on an offense, theangrier youwill be-
come. Therefore, if possible, you should not alow
yourself to think about the situation for aweek or
two. After you calm down, you should bemore
capabl e of preparing aresponse based on factsand
not feelings. Onceyour emotionsare under control,
you should go over thefollowing checklist.

1) Isthereany actual damage? A bruised ego
doesnot congtitute actual damage.

2) Isthereaneed to defend myself? Isthere
any disciplinary or legd action being taken
agangyou?

3) How important isthe actual issuein ques-
tion? Inthegrand schemeof things, will this
violation haveaprofound effect on civilization?

4) Isany action necessary to prevent this from
happening again? Thisisanimportant
question. Wasthissituation smply anisolated
incident or will thishappenagainif youdon't do
something to stop it?

5) Realistically, what will my actionsreally
accomplish? You must beredlistic about what
you expect to accomplish. Anunfortunatefact
of lifeisthe courtsand grievance systems
seldom providetherdlief you arelooking for.

6) What would it cost to pursueit? Thisis
another important question. Thisisonearea
most peopledo not carefully calculate. Most
peopledon’t consider the hidden cost on your
time, emotions, and credtivity.

All things considered, defense should bethe
primary cons deration when determining aresponse.
You should defend yourself against punitiveaction
being taken against you, and you should defend
yourself againgt futureviolations.

Thereareacouplerulesyou should keepinmind
when you are going to confront someone. First, for
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the sakeof efficiency, don’'tinvest moretime,
money, and hassl ethan necessary to obtain your
god. For example, if youwereabusinessman, you
would not build apart for $50 at onefactory when
you could build the exact same part for $20 some-
placeelse. Someoneoncesaid, “Don’t bitewhena
growl will do.”

Second, alwaystry toleaveyoursalf theahility to
increasethe pressurefurther, if needed. Youwant
to beabletotakefurther stepsin casethey try to
retaliate. Having them know you could do more
against themisusualy enoughto keep them from
retaliating. Aneffectiveway of doingthisistofirea
shot acrosstheir bow. If amilitary ship wantsto
get theattention of ashipinviolation, they would
fireacannon ball or missile acrossthe bow of the
ship. Thiswarning shot doesnot harm the other
ship, but it definitely getsthelr attention. It letsthem
know you desireapeaceful solution, but arewilling
and ready to takeaction, if necessary.

Third, if youfed it'snecessary to aggressively
pursue aproblem, bevery careful about boxing the
offender into acorner with noway of escape. If you
have ever backed araccoon or an angry doginto a
corner, you know exactly what I'mtalking about. If
thereisnoway of escape, except through you, the
anima will try going throughyou. If theanimal has
no other option andfeelslikeit hasnothingtolose,
itwill attack youvicioudly.

Chad dovetotheground asbulletsraced over his
head. “We rebeing overrun!” Chadyelledto his
captain. “There'snoway out. They’vegot us
surrounded.” Grabbingtheradio, thecaptain
radioed inanother air strike. Thefirstair strike,

which struck 100 yardsaway, didn’t stop the
Vietcong'sadvancement. TheseAmerican troops
wereclearly outnumbered and werequickly losing
ground. It wasobviousdeathwaseminent. The
captaindecidedif heand hismenaren’t goingto
live, neither would the Vietcong. Therefore, he
cdledinamassiveair strike on hisown position.

Asgruesome asthismay sound, this scenario took
placemany timesintheVietnam War. “Desperate
timescall for desperate measures.” Thepointis
this; if you push apersonto apoint wherehefeels
he hasnothing to lose, he may sdlf-destruct, taking
youwithhim.

Asl mentioned before, | believe defenseisagood
reasonto“fight for aprinciple.” Sometimesyou
haveto take astand to keep peoplefromwalking
al over you. Itissadto seehow some people
allowed othersto usethem asfloor mats. | believe
if God intended for usto be used asfloor mats, we
would have been born with theword “Wel come”
printed on our foreheads.

Nevertheless, it takesgreat wisdom to know when
totakeastand and howyou aretodoit. If youdo
takeastand, your goa should not beto “put the
offender inhisplace.” Astemptingasitis, your
god isnot to punishthemfor their transgression.
You just want to keepit from happening again.

“Doyouwant corn?’ the prisoner food server
asked Jack. “Yea,” Jack responded. A spoonfull
of cornwasplaced on hisplate. Jack moved down
theserving lineand wasasked, “ Do you want
potatoes?’ Again, Jack said, “Yea.” Dale, another
prisoner food server, scooped up alarge pile of
potatoesand splatteredit al over Jack’splate and
shirt. Dalesmiled and gave Jack aknowing smirk.

Jack had just arrived at the prison the previous day,
and he understood he was being shown the pecking
order inthat system. Prisoner Dalehad just put
Jack inavery difficult position. If Jack reached
over and punched Dale, hewould have been
locked up. Sincethisincident took place over 50
yearsago, Jack would have been throwninto the
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holefor several months. Yet, if hedid nothing, he
would have sent the message hewill not stand up
for himsdf.

Jack leaned forward with afirm, confident, but
unthreatening smileand said, “Try that again.” This
wasabrilliant move. Without fighting, Jack had
clearly conveyed to Dale hewasnot going to allow
otherstowak al over him.

Most aggressorsknow their threatswill usualy go
unchallenged, soitiseasy for them to makethreats.
Inthissituation, however, Dae(thefood server) is
now faced with certainretaiation. Hehasto either
bitethe bullet or back down. Daledecided it was
best to back down. | havefound thistacit to be
incredibly effectivein resolving many confrontations.
Theobject of thisapproachisto“keepthebal in
their court.” Puttheminto astuationwherethey
haveto makethe next move. Forcethemto make
thetough decision of “goingtowar.”

Many yearsago | had abosswho had aunique
way of controlling hisemployees. Heknew how to
put people off balancein order to gain the psycho-
logica advantageinadgituation. For example, when
hewould call youinto hisofficefor a“talk,” he
would look you squareintheeyeswith amean
stare. Thiswould continueuntil you looked away.
For whatever reason, being thefirst personto “look
away” createssometype of pecking order. Since
my former bosswasaweight lifter and worehis
muscleshirt for these“talks,” many of hisemploy-
eeswereintimidated and “put intheir place”

psychologicaly.

Oneday | hadtheillustriousprivilege of being
caledinto hisoffice. Whenl walkedin, | was
greeted with hisstare and muscle shirt. When| sat
down hewasdtill staring at me. To throw him off
balance, | had decided | wasgoing to havehim
look away first. Instead of staring back at him
(whichwould haveonly inflamed thesituation), | did
something hedid not expect. Withasmileonmy
faceand anon-threatening look inmy eyes, | kept
constant eye contact withhim. | did not look at him
inaway that was challenging, rather | looked at him

asif | waseagerly waiting to hear what hewas
going to say. Asaresult, helooked away first,
whichthrew him completely off balance.
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Standing up for “Principle’-4:
Focus on Your Objective

(part 4 of 4 parts)

Chapter: 3.04
Copyright © Michagl Bronson 1984 -2002

Itisimportant to stay focused on what you want to
accomplishinlife. Don'tthink “winning” the
scrimmageisnecessarily theend you are seeking.
Focusonyour primary goal and don’'tworry if it
“appears’ to othersyou havelost the scrimmage.
Saddam Hussein (theruthlessdictator of Irag) has
clearly mastered thisconcept. For yearsthe United
Statesand Hussein have played acat-and-mouse
game. Thescenariowas predictable, if not comical.
First, Hussein would refuseto cooperate with the
United Nation’smandate of |etting inspectorslook
for weapons of massdestruction. Next, theU.S.
would deploy an expensivemilitary buildup and
threatenretaliationif hedidn’t cooperate. After a
few weeks, when military buildup wascomplete,
Husseinwould* back down.”

Hussein'sstrategy wasquitesmple. Whenever the
U.N. ingpectorscame closeto discovering vita
documentsand equi pment he had hidden, Hussein
would announce heisno longer going to cooperate
withtheinspectors. After severa weeksHusseinis
“forced” to back down and cooperate. Althoughit
appeared the United Nationshad won, it was
actualy Hussein who had won. During theweeks
the U.N. inspectors have been denied access, Iraq
wasbusy moving and hiding thevita information
and equipment.

Inredlity, | don’t think Hussein caresif theAmeri-
can newspapers say hewasforced to back down.
Heaccomplished hisgoal of protecting hisweapons
research. Theso-called”embarrassment” of being
forced to back downwasasmall priceto pay to
protect hisinterest. Although| think Husseinwould
have been pleased if the United States chose not to
forcehimto comply with the UN resolutions, |
don’'t believe he expected the United Nationsto | et
him off thehook that easily.

Most of you, at onetime or another, havehad a
run-inwithabully. You probably havefound that
running away fromthebully only attractsfuture
confrontationswith himand others. However, if
you don’t back down, you usualy discouragefuture
confrontationsfrom othersinthefuture.

It isimportant to understand, however, thereisabig
difference between not backing down and aggres-
sively pursuing afight. Standing firm meansyou
put theball intheir court (much like Jack didinthe
previous chapter) and forcethem to makethe next
move. Sometimesthisresultsinanal-out fight, but
usudly your peaceful solutionwill makehimthink
twicebefore hetriessomething likethat again.

Doingthisisdifficult becauseour old naturecries
out for justice. Wemay say to ourselves, “Hehas
noright doingthat tome. If | don’t retaiate, hewill
get away withit.” Whilethismay betrue, sowhat!
If you havediscouraged thisbehavior against youin
thefuture, youwere successful. Cut your losses
and get onwithyour life. Youhavetolearnto
count the cost and determineif somethingisworth
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thefight. You haveto ask yourself if theend result
isworth the cost? Besides, since God will still deal
withthem, they havenot “ gotten away withit.”

| haverecently had to contemplate such adecision.
When | was getting my road paved, the county had
tofirst putinastormdrain. Inorder totieintothe
maindrain, | had to sign an easement (30’ by 285)
to alow thedrainpipeto run acrossthe edge of my
property.

It wasvery excitingto seeal of theconstruction
going on. Besidesthe county road workers, there
were some minimum-security prisonershelping
them (without my foreknowledge and approvd). A
coupledayslater aCorrection Officer approached
meand said he noticed | wastaking picturesof the
construction. Hesaid hedidn’t know if any of my
pictureshave prisonersinit, but the Department of
Correctionhasapolicy againstit. Hedidn’t say
anythingmoreabout it and | didn’t takeany more
pictures.

About aweek |ater | wascalled tothe Warden's
officewherel work. He shut the door and began
to question me about taking picturesof prisonersat
thecongtruction site. The Correction Officer had
reported meto hisWarden, who in turn wrote my
Warden. The other Warden wanted meto be

guestioned and he a so wanted meto be ordered to
surrender thefilm. | explained to my Warden it was
amute point becausethefilmwasruined whenthe
cameradoor popped open. (I'msurehehada
hardtimebelievingit, but it wasactualy true.) |
went onto explainit wasnone of the other
Warden'sbusinesswhat | do on my own private
property and personal timeaslong as| wasnot
breaking thelaw.

Later onthat day | started getting very angry. The
other Warden wasway out of linefor threereasons.
First, if | amoff duty and am not breaking thelaw, |
can takeapicture of anything on my property |
want. Insuch casesthat Warden hasno authority
over me. Hehad opened himself up to alawsuit for
violatingmy civil liberties. | don't think thereisa
jury that would ruleagainst metaking picturesof my
property inthisstuation.

Second, hetried making anon-work related issuea
work-related issue. If hewasunhappy withme
taking pictures, he should have contacted methe
sameway hewould have contacted any other
persontaking pictures. Thefact | workedina
prison hasno bearing onthissituation. My neigh-
bors had al so taken picturesand he did not ask
themto surrender their film. It'saviolation of Fair
L abor lawsto contact my employer about anon-
work related issue and have me questioned about it
on company time.

Third, thefact hewanted my employer to demand |
surrender thefilm meant hewanted meto be
disciplined for anon-work-related issue. Hewas
trying to make my work environment hostile. He
had opened himself up to aHostile Work Environ-
ment complaint.

Beforel show you how | determined my response,
| want totell you about another thing that madethis
Stuation evenmoreirritating. The sameweek of
thisincident | saw abroadcast about amarried
couplewho discovered avideo of their sexua
intimacy onthelnternet. Asitturned out, aneigh-
bor intheir apartment building had video taped
them having sex, going to the bathroom, etc. He
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then madethese videos available on the Internet.
Thistypeof secret videotapingiscalled spliceor
voyeur. When the couplewent to the police, they
weretold eventhough their state has* Peeping
Tom” laws, thereareno lawsagainst their neighbor
taping them from hisown apartment. What a
contrast to what was happening to me.

Aswithmost problemsinlife, therearemultiple
solutions. Some solutionsproduce beneficia results
whileother solutions produce undesirableresults.
Thereason |’ mincluding thisincident inmy book is
because | wanted to demonstrate the process of
determining your response. Thefirstthing| didwas
go down my checklist.

1) Isthere any actual damage? No.

2) Isthere a need to defend myself? | wasn't
being disciplined so thereisno need to defend

mysdf.

3) How important isthe actual issuein ques-
tion? Although somecivil liberty peoplecould
make a solid argument about the importance of
thisissue, thisissueisnot that important to me.

4) Isany action necessary to prevent this from
happening again? Something needsto be
doneto | et these Wardens know they have
crossed over thelineand thisaction will not be
tolerated inthefuture.

5) Realistically, what would my actions actually
accomplish? Apart from embarrassing these
Wardens, therewasn’'t much | couldredlly
expect from our grievanceor legal system.

6) What would it cost to pursueit? Althoughit
would cost meacouplethousand dollarsfor
lega expenses, thelargest liability would bethe
possible problemsat work. Thosewho under-
stand the politicsinvolvedinthesetypesof law
enforcement agenciesknow what I’ mtalking
about. A fear of retaliation should not stop you
from doing what needsto be done, but thiscost
should beincludedinyour caculations.

Item#4 wasthe only thing that appliedtothis
situation. It wasclear something needed to be done
to prevent futureviolations. | had achoice; either |
couldbiteor | could growl. Either | could doonly
what was needed to get their attention or | could hit
themwith everything at once. Asl mentioned
earlier, if possible, don't play al of your cardsat
once. Leaveyoursalf someoptionsin casethey try
toretaliate. Considering al of theabove, | decided
to get thejob donewith agrowl.

In order to get their attention, | submitted an FOIA
(Freedom Of Information Act) of thedocuments
relatingtothisissue. TheWardensdid not want to
givethesedocumentsup, and had originally balked
at my request. However, sincethey werelegally
bound to provide these damaging documents, they
findly gavethemup. Requesting thesedocuments
wasmy way of firingawarning shot acrosstheir
bow. | let them know they crossed thelinewithout
having to attack them. It alsoleft meroomto apply
more pressureif they triedtoretaliate. These
documentswerevery incriminating and they knew |
could causethem serioustrouble.

In summary, make defenseyour primary reason for
respondingtoaviolation. Don't concern yourself
withtrying to pay aperson back for wronging you;
let God dedl withthat. Carefully count the cost of
the battle. Keep aclear vision of what you want to
accomplishwithyour lifeand don't let theseviola-
tionsbecomeadistraction.
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Forgiving Your Offender

Chapter: 3.05
Copyright © Michaegl Bronson 1984 -2002

The number of Christian workerswho have be-
comespiritually disabled asaresult of bitterness
andangerisincreasingdaily. Thisisespecidly true
among missionariesontheforeignfield. The
pressures, living conditionsand close company are
perfect breeding groundsfor dissensonand dis-
cord.

It doesn’t matter if you' reright or wrongina
conflict. If you hold resentment, bitternessor anger
toward the other party, you aresinning. More
important, however, you arecrippling yoursalf
spiritualy and rendering yoursdlf ineffective.

| can’t emphasizetheimportance of not alowing
bitternessand anger to build up. | have seen many

miss onariesleavethe ministry because of marital
problemsor conflictswith their fellow workers.
Churchesand even missions have had massive splits
because of unresolved disagreements. TheBibleis
full of examplesof how anger affectsour prayers
and service. In Matthew 5:22-25, God saysHe
doesnot want you to bring Him gifts (or service) if
you are holding something against your brother. In
Peter 3:7, God warnsif you do not treat your wife
with consideration and respect, your prayerswill be
hindered.

All of ushaveto deal withforgivenessfromtimeto
time. Thisisjustapart of life. Whilemost conflicts
arerelatively small, occasiondly wearefaced with
more challenging conflicts. | haveoften wondered
how | would dedl withamgjor violation, suchasa
family member being raped or murdered. When|
read about how liveswere utterly shattered by the
Nazisduring WW I1, | haveto admit most of the
violationsagaing meseemamal.

Although the problemsyou’ ve encountered may
palein comparison to some of theworld’smost
violent atrocities, it fill doesnot diminishtheimpact
ithasonyour life. If aparticular eventistheworst
thing that hasever happened to you, theimpact may
seem devadtating. Insuch cases, thepainyoufed
may seem worsethan with someonewho isaccus-
tomedto pain.

“Small” offensesshould never beleft unattended. If
they are, bitternesscan ariseand ulcerateinto a
deep spiritud infection. Small violationsarejust as
capableof destroyingaChristian’sspiritual walk as
major ones. The“littlefoxes’ referredtoin Songs
of Solomon 2:15 highlight how thelittleissuescan
bejust asproblematic aslarge ones.

I’maCorrection Officer at aprison and, asyou
would expect, I’ ve had my share of abuse. Al-
though | don't appreciateit, | realizeit comeswith
theterritory and | ded withit accordingly. Having
to deal with forgivenessat work hashelped meto
ded withit outside of work. | must admit the
problems| have encountered aresmall compared
to the experiences of some, but | have beenvictim-
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ized. For example, my house has been burglarized
twice. My locker at thegym wasbrokeninto
twice. | had $2,400 stolenfromme. | wasjumped
and beaten by two guystrying to steal my motor-
cycle, and | had adouble murderer threatentokill
me.

Although none of theseincidents caused meto be
consumed with bitternessor unforgiving anger, | had
anincident which did causemeto wrestlewith
forgiveness. A whileback someonegrievousy
wronged me, and | wasreally hurt and offended by
what happened. Although theoffenseitsalf was
quiteseriousand painful, what hurt memorewasa
friend had doneit. Thefedling of betraya was
intense.

Emotiona wounds, like physical wounds, taketime
toheal. Thewider and deeper thewound, the
longer it will taketo heal. Whilethewoundis
hedling, you must congtantly guard against infection
settingin. Infact, in somesgituations, infectionsare
often moreof aconcern than thewound itself. This
isbecauseinfectionscan spread quickly and ravage
ahedlthy body. Itisimportant to notethat oncean
infection setsin, the healing process of the actual
wound dowsdown or stops. The*“infection” in
emotiona woundsishbitternessand anger.

Beforewe cover the steps necessary to speed the
healing processof theactual emotional wound, let
usfirst look at how to keep theinfectionsfrom
garting. Rulenumber oneisnever dwell onthe
incident! Dwellingisdifferent than constructive
thought. Constructivethought iscarefully evauating
the situation to determinewhat responsesare
appropriate. Dwellingisrehashing theincident and
feeling the pain over and over again. Dwelling tirs
up very powerful emotions. Every negativeemotion
you alow to grow becomesonemore hurdleyou
haveto crossbeforeyou can start the healing
process.

Divorce counselorsare peoplewhotry tohelpyou
emotionally get over your divorce. They try to get
youtofall “out of love” withyour former mate.

Dwelling onthewrong someone hasdoneyou isso

powerful, many divorce counselorsuseit intheir
therapy. To helptheir patient get over thelovethey
havefor their former mate, they havethem dwell on
all of thebad their former mate hasdone. Eventu-
ally, hateand anger replacethelove, andthey are
nolonger “inlove.” Of course, thistype of therapy
doesmore harm than good. It does, however,
show the damaging power of dwelling on past
offenses.

“Mentd imaging” isrehearsing an event over and
over inyour mind. Itisso powerful many sports
and martid artsuseitintheir preparations. Inthese
activities, the person mentally rehearsesthemoves
they want to make over and over again. Although
imagingisnot asubstitutefor physical practice, it
hasprovento beavaluabletool for conditioning.
Incidentally, thisisonereasonwhy fantas zing about
sexua encountersisso dangerous. Thismenta
rehearsal makesyou vulnerableto responding
incorrectly when sexua temptationsarise.

Anger and bitterness hurts you more than your
violator; it poisons your attitude and imprisons
your spirit.
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Thereisanother reason why you should not dwell
onanincident. Each person hasalimited amount of
energy to ded withthingsthey encounter duringthe
day. Bitternessand anger consumesagreat deal of
energy. If you continualy dwell onanincident and
stir up those emotions, you won't have any energy
left to deal withthewound itself. Inmy case, |
knew | had to watch my responsevery carefully.
My situationinvolved many issuesand, asaresult, |
had to deal with agreat deal of stressaswell asthe
emotiond hurt.

Thefirst coupleweeks after aperson hasbeen
offended, they are particularly vulnerableto bitter-
nessand anger because the emotionsare so strong
and often overwhelming. Therefore, | determined
not to dwell ontheincident at all for thefirst two
weeks. | can honestly say | wasnot bitter or angry
for thefirst twoweeks. Of course, thefollowing
monthswerearoller-coaster ride of emotions.
Oncel wasableto get past the original flood of
emotions, | knew | still had to deal with thewound.
Ignoring or suppressing the hurt will not makeit go
away. Infact, theonly thing suppressing doesis
temporarily removethe problem fromyour view.
Sooner or later, al of that suppressed hurt and
anger will riseup and overpower you.

Refusing to dwell on an offense keepsthewound
from getting infected. Thewound, however, istill
there. Something must bedoneto start the healing
process. Thefirst stepinhealingawoundisto
seek God and ask Himtowork inyour life. True
forgivenesshasto comefrom Him. Thismay seem
too smple, but it isoften overlooked.

Thenext stepisto pray for your offender. The
Bibleclearly commandsusto pray for our enemies.
| started praying for thefriend who wronged me. |
did not pray that hewould seetheerrorsof his
ways, but rather | asked God to blesshim and
make him prosper. | must confessthat thiswas
really tough. Asl prayed out of obedience, | found
my attitude beginning to change. Thereweretimes
when| actually meant the prayers. Prayingfor him
wastherapeutic. Thehealing processbegan. |
found you cannot earnestly pray that God would

blessaperson and still remainangry and bitter. The
two cannot coexist.

Thethird stepisto addresstheissue head on. You
must relinquish al rightstotheoffense. Asbeliev-
ers, God hasinstructed usto commit our posses-
sions, body and lifeto God. All of thesethings
actually becomethe property of God andweare
only stewardsof them. If something happensto
them outside our control, wearenot tofret. We
must do the samething to the offensesthat have
been doneto us. We must commit al rightsand
control to God. Weareto view it asthough the
offensewasactually doneto God, not us.

Therearetwo advantagesto viewing an offensethis
way. First, Godismuch more capable of correct-
ing awrong deed thanyou or I. Second, doing this
meansyou haverdinguished all rightsto dwell on
theincident. You havenoright to hold agrudge.
Theoffensewasno longer doneto you, but to God.
Since dwdlling causestheemotiona woundsto
becomeinfected, thispart isvery important.

Whenwetruly giveal rightsof an offenseto God,
wecan actually start viewing it asabystander. For
example, if | hear of something happeningtoa
stranger, | may feel saddened, but it doesnot affect
mepersonaly. My emotiona responseisquite
different thanif it had happenedto me. Likewise,
whenweareonly stewardsof thislife, theoffenses
against usarenot aspersondl.

| wish | could say thewound | sustained healed
quickly. Itdidn’'t. For months, | went througha
roller-coaster rideof emotions. | caught myself
thinking about theincident severd timesaday. This
surprised and disappointed me. My persondlity is
not onethat holdsagrudge. Onceanissuehas
beenresolved, | anusualy ableto put it behind me
and moveon. Yet, thisbetrayal plagued me.

Inasensel angladitdidn’t heal quickly. It made
me much more compass onate toward those who
arestrugglingtoforgiveaviolation. It helpedme
realize somewoundsrun deep and taketimeto
heal. Itisnot necessarily areflection of the
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person’'s” spiritudity.”

In Corrie Ten Boom'’s book Tramp for the Lord,
she hasachapter called The Blacks and Whites of
Forgiveness (chapter 33). Shesayseventhough
shehassurvived the German concentration camps
and hasbeen abletoforgivethe abusive guards, she
gill findsforgivenessfor new incidentsdifficult. She
mentioned anincident with an American that took
her yearstotruly forgive. Itisencouragingtoseel
amnot doneinmy struggles. Eventhe® spiritua
giants’ strugglewith theseissues.

Oneday when | wasthinking about what was done
tome, | thought about what was doneto Christ.
Hewaswronged and betrayed morethan anyone
elseintheworld. If anyonehad theright to com-
plainor hold agrudge, Hewastheone. Yet, He
did not. We should follow Hisexample.

Asl thought about this, | wasstartled by aredliza-
tion. It wasso smplistic, but thethought had never
occurred to mebefore. Weall know Jesusdied for
thesinsof theworld. But, what | falledtorealize
wastheactual sin my friend had committed against
mewas one of the sins Jesuswas punished for.
That specificsnwasalready paid for and forgiven
by God. Theoffensenolonger hasan outstanding
debt. It hasbeen dealt with and | must act on that
fact.

Insummary, thebasic stepsof forgivenessare:

1) Guardyour heartimmediately after anincident.
For two weeks, do not allow yourself to dwell
ontheincident at all!

2) Seek God'shelp and ask Himto heal your
wounds.

3) Start praying for thewell-being of the offender.

4) Asmuchaspossible, don’t dwell onthe
incident.

5) Rdinquishall right of the offenseto God.

6) Realize Jesushad moreright than anyoneto
hold agrudge, but Hestill forgave. Wemust do
noless.

7) Redlizetheactual offenseagainst youwas
specifically paid for onthecross. It hasbeen
dealt with and we must act on that fact.

Thefollowing paragraphsarefor thosewho are
already consumed with bitternessand anger froma
past offense. Theemotionsof these peoplearelike
arun-away train that can’'t be stopped. They know
they need help, but what can they do?

For monthsor yearstheemotiona infection hasrun
unrestricted throughout your body. Theanger isso
overwhelming you are not even ableto takethefirst
simplestep of praying for the offender. For you,
professiona Christian counseling isrecommended.
However, acouplethingscan bedoneinthe
interim.

Thefirst thing you need to doisstop fueling thefire.
You should make acommitment not to think about
theoffenseat all for twoweeks. Thiswill allow
someof theemotionsto subside. Duringthistime
you should be honest with God. Tell Himyou lack
thedesireto dowhat isright and ask Himto give
youthedesiretowork onit. Also, you should ask
Himtoraiseup othersto pray for you. After the
two weeksyou may have enough energy to start
dedling withthe problem.
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Johnny Lingo’s
Eight-Cow Wife
(based partialy on astory from Reader'sDigest)

-

Chapter 3.06
BibleHelp.org

My triptotheKiniwataldandinthe Pacificwasa
memorableone. Althoughtheidand wasbeautiful
and | had an enjoyabletime, thething | remember
most about my tripwasthefact “ Johnny Lingo gave
eight cowsfor hiswife” I’'mreminded of it every
time| seeawoman belittle her husband or awife
wither under her husband’sscorn. | want to say to
them, “'You should know why Johnny Lingo gave
eight cowsfor hiswife.”

Johnny Lingoisknown throughout theidandsfor
hisskills, intelligence, and savvy. If youhirehimas
aguide, hewill show you the best fishing spotsand
the best placesto get pearls. Johnny isalso one of
the sharpest tradersintheidands. Hecan get you
thebest possible dedls. Thepeopleof Kiniwataall
speak highly of Johnny Lingo. Yet, whenthey
speak of him, they awayssmilejust alittle mock-

ingly.

A coupledaysafter my arrival to Kiniwata, | went

to the manager of the guesthouseto seewho he
thought would beagood fishing guide. “Johnny
Lingo,” said themanager. “He' sthebest around.
When you go shopping, let him do the bargaining.
Johnny knowshow to makeadeal .”

“Johnny Lingo!” hooted anearby boy. Theboy
rocked with laughter ashesaid, “ Yea, Johnny can
makeaded dright!”

“What'sgoingon?’ | demanded.

“Everybody tellsmeto get in touch with Johnny
Lingo and thenthey start laughing. Please, let mein
onthejoke.”

“Oh, the peopleliketolaugh,” themanager said,
shrugging. “Johnny’sthe brightest and strongest
young manintheidands. He'sasotherichest for
hisage.”

“But...” | protested. “... if he'sall yousay heis,
why doeseveryonelaugh at him behind hisback?’

“Well, thereisonething. Fivemonthsago, at fall
fegtival, Johnny cameto Kiniwataand found himsalf
awife. Hegaveher father eight cows!”

| knew enough about idland customsto beim-
pressed. A dowry of two or three cowswould net
afair wifeandfour or fivecowswould net avery
nicewife.

“Wow!” | said. “Eight cows! Shemust have beauty
that takesyour breath away.”

“She'snotugly, ...” heconceded with alittlesmile,
“... butcdling her‘plain’ would definitely bea
compliment. Sam Karoo, her father, wasafraid he
wouldn’'t beableto marry her off. Instead of being
stuck with her, he got eight cowsfor her. Isn't that
extraordinary? Thispricehasnever been paid
before.”

“Yet, you caled Johnny’swife‘plain? ”

“I saidit would beacompliment to call her plain.
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Shewas skinny and shewalked with her shoulders
hunched and her head ducked. Shewas scared of
her own shadow.”

“Well,” | said, “| guessthere’ sjust no accounting
forlove”

“Trueenough.” agreed theman. “ That’' swhy the
villagersgrinwhen they talk about Johnny. They get
specia satisfaction from thefact the sharpest trader
intheidandswasbested by dull old Sam Karoo.”

“But how?’

“No oneknowsand everyonewonders. All of the
cousinsurged Samto ask for three cowsand hold
out for two until hewas sure Johnny would pay only
one. Totheir surprise Johnny cameto Sam Karoo
and said, ‘ Father of Sarita, | offer eight cowsfor
your daughter.””

“Eightcows.” | murmured. “I’ dliketo meet this
Johnny Lingo.”

| wanted fish and pearls, so the next afternoon |
went to theisland of Nurabandi. Asl asked
directionsto Johnny’shouse, | noticed Johnny’s
neighborswere aso amused a themention of his
name. When| met thedim, seriousyoung man|
could seeimmediately why everyonerespected his
skills. However, thisonly reinforced my confusion
over him.

Aswesat in hishouse, heasked me, “ You come
herefrom Kiniwata?’

13 Y$H

“They speak of meonthat idand?’

“Yes. They say you can provide meanything |
need. They say you' reintelligent, resourceful, and
the sharpest trader intheislands.”

Hesmiled gently. “My wifeisfromKiniwata.”

“Yes, | know.”

“They speak of her?’
“Alittle”
“What dothey say?’

“Why, just ... .” Thequestion caught meoff
baance. “They told meyouweremarried at
fedivad time”

“Nothingmore?’ Thecurveof hiseyebrowstold
me he knew there had to be more.

“They aso say themarriage settlement waseight
cows.” | paused. “ They wonder why.”

“They ask that?’ Hiseyeslighted with pleasure.
“Everyonein Kiniwataknowsabout theeight
cows?’

| nodded.

“AndinNurabandi, everyoneknowsit too?’ His
chest expanded with satisfaction. “ Alwaysand
forever, whenthey speak of marriage settlements, it
will beremembered that Johnny Lingo paid eight
cowsfor Sarita.”

Sothat’stheanswer, | thought: Vanity.

Just then Saritaentered theroom to placeflowers
onthetable. Shestood till for amoment to smile
at her husband and then left. Shewasthe most
beautiful woman | haveever seen. Thelift of her
shoulders, thetilt of her chin, andthe sparklein her
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eyesall spelled sdlf-confidenceand pride. Not an
arrogant and haughty pride, but aconfident inner
beauty that radiated in her every movement.

| turned back to Johnny and found him looking at
me.

“Youadmireher?’ hemurmured.

“She... she'sgorgeous.” | said. “Obvioudy, thisis
not the one everyoneistaking about. Shecan’t be
the Saritayou married on Kiniwata.”

“There'sonly one Sarita. Perhaps, shedoesn’t
look theway you expected.”

“Shedoesn’t. | heard shewashomely. They all
makefun of you becauseyou let yourself be
cheated by Sam Karoo.”

“Youthink eight cowswastoo many?’ A smiledlid
over hislips.

“No, but how can she be so different from theway
they described her?’

Johnny said, “Think about how it must makeagirl
feel to know her husband paid avery low dowry
for her? It must beinsulting to her to know he
placessuchlittlevalue on her. Think about how she
must feel when the other women boast about the
high pricestheir husbandspaid for them. It must be
embarrassing for her. | would not |et thishappen to
my Sarita.”

“S0, you paid eight cowsjust to make your wife

happy?”

“Well, of coursel wanted Saritato be happy, but
there smoretoitthanthat. You say sheisdifferent
fromwhat you expected. Thisistrue. Many things
can changeawoman. Therearethingsthat happen
ontheinsideand thingsthat happen onthe outside.
However, thething that mattersmost ishow she
viewshersdf. InKiniwata, Saritabelieved shewas
worth nothing. Asaresult, that’sthevaueshe
projected. Now, she knows sheisworth morethan

any other womanintheidands. It shows, doesn'’t
it?

“Thenyouwanted ...”

“I wanted to marry Sarita. Sheistheonly woman|
love”

“But...” | wascloseto understanding.

“But,” hefinished softly, “ | wanted an elght-cow
wife”

Theabove story wasbased partidly onanarticle
found in Reader’s Digest (February, 1988). The
origina work was copyrighted by PatriciaMcGerr
in1965.

Beforel proposed to my wife, | asked her father
for permissionto marry her. After hesaidyes, |
presented him 10 ceramic cows, which | had made
for theoccasion. | thentold him about “ Johnny
Lingo’'sEight Cow Wife.” | wanted Janet to know
that | valued her higher than any other women
around. Look at the chapter Meet the Author for
other uniquethings| did during our engagement.

Thereason | included thischapter inmy book is
because many marita problemscould beeiminated
if wefollowed the principlesdescribed inthe story.
If you arehaving marital problems, you should
reevaluate your treatment of your mate. Think
about your wordsand actions (both public and
private). Do your wordsand actionsmake your
matefeel he/sheisworth eight cowsor just one
cow? Don’'t makethemistake of causing your
spousetofed like he/sheisworth only onecow. If
you do, they will probably start acting likeaone
cow wifefhushand.

Thisprinciplecan also be applied to theway you
treat others. Many problemscan be eliminated at
work and churchif weonly treated otherswith
morerespect. Think about thevalueyou put on
people. Asageneral rule, peoplerespond accord-
ing to theval ueyou place on them.
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Church Splits

Chapter: 3.07
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1984 -2002

Littleboy wasrel eased by the bomber Enola Gay
and plummeted toward Earth. When Littleboy
dropped to the predetermined height of 2,000 feet,
thealtimeter clicked, setting off achain reaction.
Theatomsfrom afew poundsof Uranium-235 split
and produced an explosion equal to 26 million
poundsof TNT (13kilotons). Instantly, Hiroshima,
Japan wasdestroyed. Threedayslater Fatman
wasdropped over Nagasaki. Within days, the

bloody fighting of WWI1 wasover.

When atoms split (fission), they releaseatremen-
dousamount of energy that iscapable of great
destruction. Church splitsarevery similar. Whena
church splits, it can bevery destructivetoits
membersand the surrounding community. Splits
haveleft many church membershitter and disiliu-
sioned and have caused many non-Christiansto
think that Chrigtianity isafarce.

Althoughitisasad commentary onthe Christian
community, thereistheunfortunate need toinclude
thischapter inthisbook. Sincemost Christianswill
experienceat least onechurch splitintheir lifetime
(sometimestwo or three), it isimportant that you
know how to properly respond to thistype of
problem. Therearetwo reasonsfor this. First,
turbulent timesinachurch can serioudy disilluson
you and hinder your spiritua growth. Second,
responding incorrectly to church problemscan
actually causeachurch split. Thepreviouschapter,
It'sa Matter of principle, provides someguide-
lineson how to handle basi ¢ problemswith people.
Thischapter will provideyou with morespecific
guidelinesin deding with church problems.

Church problemsaredifficult enough for mature
Christiansto handle, but they can be devastating to
new Christians. Seriouschurch problemscan suck
your breath away. You seeasideof “ Chrigtianity”
that you never knew existed. It canrock your faith
to the core and can even cause you to doubt your
faith. It can makeyouwonder if Chrigtianity istruly
of God or just another man-madereligion.

Christians, of al people, should beableto get dong
with othersbetter than anyoneelse. Wehavethe
Bibleand theHoly Spirit to guideusand giveus
wisdom. Wehavea" new nature” that allowsusto
overcomeour “old nature.” We havethe examples
of Jesusto show ushow toloveandforgive. If we
can’'t get along, what hope do we haveto offer the
world?

When ayoung Christian seesintensediscord within
hischurch, he startsto wonder about everything he

©
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has been taught. Hebeginsto wonder if Christian-
ity isredly theanswer to hisproblems. If Christian-
ity can’t handlethese s mple problems, how canit
handle the enormousproblem of delivering usfrom
the pendty of Sin?

Many of the Christianswho have been deeply hurt
by church splitshave stopped beinginvolvedintheir
church. They arereluctant to get involved againfor
fear of being hurt again. They arehesitant toinvest
timeand money only to be“betrayed” again.

Although we may know in our head that our
Christian service should bemotivated only by our
desireto serve God, our heartsoften havedifficulty
withthis. Our heartshave been wounded and if we
don't let the Great Hedler heal our hearts, wewill
not beableto trust again. Seethe chaptersThe
Great Healer and Forgivenessfor moreinforma
tion.

When church problemsarise, itisimportant to
respond correctly. Every Christian hasamoral
obligationto beactively involvedintheir church,
evenintimesof churchturmoil. Thebest typeof
involvement, intimesof churchturmail, isusualy
prayer. Batheyour churchanditsproblemin

prayer.

| cannot overempathize theimportance of bathinga
church probleminprayer. | believethisismore
important than anything elseyou cando. Itiseven
moreimportant than your “ preparations’ to save
your church. If youfed Godisleading youtotake
amoreactiveroleinachurch problem, bathe
yourself in prayer. Ask othersto pray for you. You
will need dl of the prayer you can get.

Be courteousand politeat all times. Never deliber-
ately ignore someoneor act rude. Keep your
emotionsunder control and never respond in anger.
When you speak, maintain acalm composureand
never raiseyour voiceinanger. Although your
speech may befull of passion, there should never
beeven ahint of anger or contempt. Of courseg, it
should go without saying, never swear or resort to
name-calling. | wasat achurch (duringasplit)
when awoman got up and started hitting the person
besidesher with her purse.

| have seen situationsat church where onegroup
would not talk to another group. They actedlike
thisother group wasnot eventhere. | haveaso
seen other Situationswhere one group would be
rude and obnoxiousto the other group. Christians
should never exhibit thistype of behavior.

The sad thing about most church splitsisthe
damagethey cause. Very littlegood usually comes
of church“wars.” The*good” that does comesout
of winningachurchwar isusually outweighed by
thepriceitextracts. If itisat al possible, try to
resolvetheproblemwithout going to“war.” Refer
to the chapter Thereare no Winnersin War for
moreinformation.

Most Christiansinvolved in church conflictsfed
they are“intheright.” Just becauseyou think you
areright doesnot meanyou areright. Therearea
largevariety of views, doctrines, and opinions
within Chrigtianity. Obvioudly, not dl of these
“sides’ canbecorrect. Chancesare, the person
you arefighting against probably thinksheis“right.”
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Let’ssay, for the sake of argument, that you are
completely correct inthe position you havetakenin
achurchconflict. You still should be careful about
goingto“war.” Just becauseyour causeisrigh-
teous does not mean your methods of resolving the
problem arecorrect. You may becompletely
“right” inyour positionand still becompletely
wrongintheway you behave and treat others.

Thelifeof Jobisagood exampleof this. Although
Job wasarighteousman, someterriblethings
happened to him. Yet, hetrusted and praised God.
Heresponded to histroubles much better than most
of uswould have. Although thisman had doneso
many thingscorrectly, he still made one mistake.
Near theend of hisordeal, hedared to ask God
why thiswashappeningto him.

God spent about four chapters (Job 38 to 41)
explainingto Job why it waswrong for himto
question God. Thissituation showshow you could
becompletely intheright and till not handlethe
situation correctly. Job'slifeshould beanexample
of why we should carefully examineall of our
actions,

Therearefour basic rulesyou should follow if your
churchisgoing through aturbulenttime. First,
makesureyour primary god isto glorify God with
your thoughts, words, and actions. Second, aways
keep your emotionsunder completecontrol. Third,
bathe yoursalf and the problemwith prayer.

Fourth, never “takesides.” If most church mem-
berswould operate under these guidelines, we
would havevery few church splits.

In the chapter Finding the Elusive WI of God, |
point out that our primary goal inlifeistobring
glory to God. Weareto glorify God with our
words, thoughts, and actions. Unfortunately, during
timesof church conflict thiscan bevery difficultto
do. Itishard enoughto respond correctly whena
non-Christian mistreatsyou, but you feel betrayed
when afdlow Christianmistreatsyou. You may
think toyoursdlf, “I expected thistype of behavior
from non-Christians, but aChristian should have
known better.”

Itisimportant to understand that it doesn’t matter if
othershaveacted inappropriately; you are il
accountablefor your actions. Whenyou stand
before God, Heisnot going to ask you what they
have doneto provokeyou. Heisonly going to ask
you about your actions. Hewill dedl withthemin
Hisowntime.

About 50 yearsago my parentswereat achurch
that went through adifficult time. After al thedust
settled, the congregation voted to have the pastor
leave. Although the pastor stopped preaching at the
church, herefused to leavethe parsonage. Asa
result, the police had to be brought in to have him
evicted. Althoughitwasnecessary toevictthe
pastor, what kind of testimony did thisprovidethe
non-Christiancommunity? It wasbasically ano-
wingtuation.

Keeping your emotionsunder control isvery
important. We haveall seen how problemscan be
inflamed smply by responding too emotiondly to
them. You should never beunkind evenif others
arerudeandinconsideratetoyou. Prov. 15:1 says,
“A gentleanswer turnsaway wrath, but aharsh
word stirsupwrath.” Prov. 26:20 says, “Without
wood thefiresgoesout; without gossip aquarrel
diesdown.”

“Takingsdes’ duringtimesof churchturmoil isone
of the quickest waysto split achurch. You should
never “side” withanyonebut God. Look at the
chapter “Taking Sdesina Conflict” for more
information about this. Taking Sdesinaconflict will
polarizeachurch and apolarized church canbe
divided easlly. If dl churchmemberswouldline
themselves up with God instead of each other, it
would bedifficult to split thechurch.

Therearemany reasonswhy churchesgo through
timesof turmoil. Sometimestheissuesareimpor-
tant and involvethe spiritua soundnessof the
church. Mogt of thetime, however, theturmoil is
over petty and insgnificant issues. Many churches
have split over issuesassimpleasthechoiceof a
hymnbook or the color of the carpet.
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ThereisachurchinLouisanawhoseroof isgreen
ononesideand red ontheother. Thiswasdone
becauise some membersof the church adamantly
wanted green and other membersadamantly
wanted red. Thedisagreement wassointensethat
the church was going to split because of it. Fortu-
nately, acompromisewas reached and the church
did not split. Unfortunately, the red and green roof
isamonument to the surrounding community of the
disunity withinthebody of Christ.

Many of these church problemsare, inredlity, not
thechurch’sreal problem. They areonly asymp-
tom of amuch deeper problem. Thecolor of the
shingleswasnot theissuethat wastearing the
church apart. It may have beentheissuethat
gparked theturmoil, but the church wasready to
blow up anyhow. Usudlly, theunderlining problems
arevery complex and have been developing for
many years.

If achurchisexperiencing significant problemsover
“superficid” issues, the church should seek outside
help. Thechurch obvioudy has some degp-rooted
problemsthat need professional help. Unfortu-
nately, just asmarried couplesarerel uctant to seek
outside help, most churchesaretoo. Bringingin
outsidehelpisanadmissionthat they can’t handle
their own problems. Since churchesfed they
should be hel ping others, they don’t want to admit
they need help.

Itismy desirethat nobody reading thischapter will
ever haveto experienceachurch split. Itisalsomy
desirethat if you do have church problems, they
can be eliminated because of the content of these
chapters. Remember, if Christiansare unableto get
along with each other, what hope can we offer the
world?




BibleHelp.org

Thereareno Winnersin War

Alfred ElzenstaedtLIFE @TIlme Inc.

The famous (or infamous) picture of a
solder kissing a total stranger.
(VJ Day, Times Square, New York, August 14, 1945
Alfred Eisenstaedt/LIFE Copyright© Time, Inc.)

Chapter: 3.9
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1984 -2002

Thecriesof joy were deafening as peopl e gathered
inthe streets. Peopleran around hugging and
kissing strangers. Inasense, thenewswastotally
unexpected. Japan had just surrendered. VVJ Day,
asitisnow called, produced great celebration.
Everyonewasrelieved that wewould not haveto
endureabloody invasion of Japan. Wewould not

haveto sacrifice 200,000 more men to end thewar.

During thewar, millionsof liveswere put on hold.
Now that thewar isover, peoplecould start living
their livesagain. “Themisery isbehindus,” they
would say. “Wehavewonthewar.” Inredlity,
though, therearenowinnersinwar; only losers.
Eventhe“winners’ areactualy losers. Both sides

inany conflict suffer losses. Thequestionisnot
who won themost, but who lost the least.

The"winners’ of WWII suffered staggering losses.
EventheU.S,, which did not haveitsown home-
land ravaged by thewar, suffered great |0sses.
Besidesthe $360 hillion pricetag ($3,578 billionin
today’sdollars), therewere 292,131 Americans
killed (not to mention the 115,185 “ non-battle
deaths’). Therewerealso 670,846 Americans
wounded. This, of course, doesnot takeinto
account theemotional toll of shattered livesand
marriages.

Yes, we“won” becausewe survived thewar
declared on usby Japan and Germany. Yes, we
“won” becausewe saved theworld from plummet-
inginto avery dark and desperateera. Yes, we
“won” becausewe saved over 100 million people
from certain death and severa hundred million
peoplefrom oppression and torture. 1f Japan and
Germany had not been defeated, thelossesto
America(andtherest of theworld) would have
beenfar moresubstantial. So, in comparison, we
did“win.”

Don’'t get mewrong; I’ m not an anti-war protestor.
| feel thereisadefinite need for astrong nationd
defense. | fed itisimportant for our country to be
abletodefend herself. | dsobelievethat thereis
theunfortunate need for the U.S. to defend the
oppressed and defensel ess of theworld. Althoughl
don’tlikethe U.S. being the guardian of theworld,
thereisamoral obligation to protect the defenseless
when thereiswhol esale genocide and torturetaking
place. Of course, history hasshown usthereisa
right way and awrong way tointerveneinforeign
problems.

Thereason | bring thisup isbecauseweall have
our own private“wars.” Thesewarsmay bewith
our mates, parents, nelghbors, co-workers, fellow
church members, etc. Although somewarsare
unavoidable, most can and should beavoided. So
many of thesewarsarefought over petty, insgnifi-
cant issues.
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Just astherearenotruewinnersin military wars,
thereareno truewinnersinrelationshipwars. Both
sdesinany relationship war will suffer losses. A
person may have*won” inarelationship war, but at
what cost? The damage he may havedoneto his
marriageor friendship may befar greater thanthe
valueof theissuehefought for. Itissoeasy tolose
morethanyougain.

Itisimportant to“ count thecost” beforeyou
engageinawar (Lk. 14:25-33). Corrections
Officershaveto consider thisprinciplewhen dealing
with aggressive and unmanageabl e prisoners.
Subduing violent and angry prisonerscan bevery
dangerous. Itisnot uncommon for officersto
sustain seriouskneeor back injuriesin
“takedowns.” Asaresult, most prison systemsonly
usethesetakedownswhen nothing el seworks.
Although some prisonersview thereluctanceto use
forceasaweakness, who cares? Theofficersget
thejob doneand they do it without serioudy
dteringafdlow officer’slife.

Althoughwarscan bevery costly, thereisanother
dark sidetoit. Itiscalledthe Third Party Take-
over. Whentwo powerful countriesengageinall-
out war againgt each other, they usually deplete
most of their resources. Their defensesare sub-
stantially weakened, and they are now vulnerableto
attacksfrom even weak nations. Asaresult, a
neighboring country can easily walk inand take
over both countries. In essence, everything thetwo
countrieshad fought for wasinvain. They would
have been better off to have* counted the cost” and
found aresolution withwhichthey couldlive.

Sometimesthishappensin our persond lives. Itis
easy to become so consumed and distracted by our
own private warsthat we becomevulnerableto
Satan’sattacks. Satan sitsback and letsusdo his
work for him. After wedeplete our defenses, he

stepsin.

Thenext timeaconflict arises, carefully consider all
of your options. Seeif you can resolvethe problem
without goingto“war.” Look at your projected
lossesand count the cost to seeif itisreally worth
goingtowar.
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Taking Sidesin a Conflict

Chapter: 3.10
Copyright © Michaegl Bronson 1984 -2002

Thewar had been going on for over 100 yearsand
neither sdewaswillingtogiveup. No, thisisnot
theinfamous 100 Year War between England and
France. Thiswar isbetween the Bigenders(also
called Big-endians) and theLittlenders. Noone
rememberswhat started thewar or why they are
gtill fighting, but the onething they know isthe other
sideistheir enemy and needsto be destroyed.

Bigendersand Littlendersgot their namesfromthe
waly they crack opentheir eggs. Bigenderscrack
opentheir eggsonthebig end and Littlenderscrack
opentheir eggsonthelittleend.

Thewar originaly started along timeago whenthe
Emperor’sgreat, great grandfather wasalittle boy.

Oneday while hewaseating an egg for breakfast,
hecut hisfinger when breaking it open onthelarger
end. HisFather, the 23" Emperor, published alaw,
commanding everybody to break opentheir eggsat
thesmall end. Thepenalty for violating thislaw was
beheading. TheLilliputswereapeoplewhodidn’'t
like being told what to do, so many of them defied
theorder. Over 11,000 people suffered death
rather than break opentheir eggsat thesmall end.
The persecution got so bad that the rebel seventu-
ally movedtoanearby idand (Blefuscu).

Thisstory, of course, istaken from Gulliver’s
Travels. Jonathan Swift wrotethisbook in 1726 to
makeacommentary of how ridiculous somethings
had becomein England. Inthefirst part of the
book, hewastrying to show how stupid some of
thewarswere. Ashepointed out, itiseasy tolose
sight of why wearefighting. Itiseasy tomakethe
sideyou are on moreimportant than thereal issue.

Whenever problemsand conflictsarise, our natural
reactionisto sdewithaparticular position. While
itistruethat thereare many occasionswhereitis
important to takeastand on anissue, itisusualy
unwiseto sidewith onecertaingroup. Evenif a
particular “side” fully supportsyour issue, you
shouldfight for theissue, not theside.

If you think about it, both sidesinaconflict often
haveagreat deal incommon. Youwill oftenfind
that the* other Sde” hasmany vauesconsistent with
your own. Itisusualy only afew issuesthat you
oppose. If youdlow yourself totakesidesina
conflict, youwill probably end up siding against a
group that you don'’t totally oppose. Of course,
onceyou take sides, your opposition to the other
sdewill incresse.

During theAmerican Civil War, brothersfought
against brothers. Family membersthat were once
united tried to destroy each other. Former friends
triedtokill each other smply becausetheir former
friend wasonthe“wrong” sde. “TakingSides’
eliminated the common ground that these people
onceshared. Look at the chapter Thereare no
WinnersinWarsfor moreinformation onthe
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dangersof wars.

Althoughitisimportant not to take sidesin secular
conflict, itiseven moreimportant not to take sides
inchurch conflicts. Taking sidesinachurch prob-
lemisaquick way to bring about achurch split.
Taking Sdespolarizesthe church, making it vulner-
ableto Satan’sattacks. You should never makea
church problem an us-against-them situation. Doing
thiscreateshurt feelingsand resentment. Some of
thesefedlingscan last for years. It hasbeen 140
yearssincethe Civil War, and we can still feel the
resentment in some partsof our country. Conflicts
can createlong-lasting divisions.

You should never “side’ with anyonebut God. The
story of Joshua s conguest of the Promised Land
emphasizesthispoint. InJoshua5:13-15, awarrior
with asword approached Joshua. When Joshua
asked him whose side hewas on, the Commander
of theLord' sArmy said that Hewas on neither
side, but wason God'sside. Inthehistory of
mankind there have been only afew conflictswhere
the“correct side’ had been so obvious. Yet, even
inthissituation, God madeit apoint to show that
thereareno “correct sSides’ hereon Earth.

AsChristians, we are called to be defenders of
truth, thegospel, and what isright. Wearenot
called to be defenders of aperson, aposition, or an
organization. Your loyalty should dwaysbeto
God, not to aperson or organi zation.

| bring thisissue up because some of the problems
we havewithin the Christian community arearesult
of blindloyalty. Many Christianscommit them-
selvesto aperson, position or an organi zation,
instead of being committed to God, thetruth, and
what isright.

The problem with being committed to aperson
instead of God isthat peoplearefallible; we make
mistakes. Evengreat Christianscanfail and do
thingsthat are serioudy wrong. If you arecommit-
ted to apersoninstead of thetruth, thereisa
possibility that you may end up defending the
person’sactions. Thiscan leadto seriousproblems

if another Christian seesthe person’ssinsandtries
to help correct the problem. Thisopposition
between you and the other person can produce an
“usagaing them” mentality, which often resultsin
divisons

Theimpeachment tria of President Clintonisa
good exampleof this. Although both partieswere
looking at the samefacts, the Republicanswanted
Clintonimpeached and the Democratsdidn’t.
Without making acommentary on whether Clinton
should have beenimpeached, it isindisputable that
party affiliation played amajor part intheimpeach-
ment vote. Many of thepoliticiansvoted inaway
that would enhancetheir party’spower instead of
voting purely onthefacts. Inmy opinion, decisons
should never be based on dlegiances, but onthe
meritsof theissueitsdlf. Unfortunately, thissame
typeof blinddlegianceisvery prominentin
churchesand Chrigtian minigtries.

Itisimportant to understand that | seeabig differ-
ence between defending a person and supporting
him. Supporting aperson meanscaring for his
welfareand providing himaid and help. 1talso
means being honest enough to confront him about
hissins. Defending aperson (in thiscontext)
involvesblindloyaty and defenseof (or covering
up) hisactionseven when you know heiswrong. |
want to point out, though, evenif you feel aperson
isinthewrong, you still should provideaidif heisin
need. The chapter Shooting your Wounded talks
about how we should not abandon aperson who
hesfdlen.

Unfortunately, | have seen many Stuationswherea
prominent Christian does something seriously wrong
only to havethe other leadersintheorganization
cover up the mistake and deny any wrongdoing.
Theother leadersdo thisbecausethey fedl that
exposureof thissnwould damagethe ministry and
itsoutreach. Whileitistruethat itisusualy better
to handle problemsinternally and quietly, you
should never deny or protect wrongdoing. Thisis
thereason why itisimportant to be defenders of the
truth instead of adefender of aperson.
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Most of ushave seen enough war filmsor news
reportsto know how destructivewarscan be. The
goa of each sdeisto completely destroy their
enemy’smilitary. That’'stheproblemwith Chrigtian
wars(conflictswithinachurch). If youtakesides,
you create an us-against-them attitude. Inorder for
your sidetowin, you try to destroy the other side.
Unfortunately, I’ ve seen thistragedy happen too
many times. It hasbeensaid, “Youdon't truly win
by making theother sidelose.”

When you stop and think about it, the people you
arefighting againgt inchurchwarsusually arenot
unsaved “evil” people. They areusualy your
brothersand sistersin Christ. Theseare God's
children and Helovesthem just asmuch asHe
lovesyou. Hecaresfor them just asmuchasHe
caresfor you. He'sconcerned about their welfare
just asmuch asHe cares about your welfare. Do
you think God ishonored and pleased that you are
tryingto destroy Hischildren? Evenif youarein
the“right,” you should be careful how you fight the
battle. You should befighting the problem, not the
people. Your goa should berestoration, not
obliteration.

Thesideweareonisnot nearly asimportant to
God astheway we behave. Wedon't get eternal
rewardsfor being onthe correct side; we get them
for honoring God with our actions. Our behavior
and actionsare moreimportant to God than the
sideweareon. Seethe chapter Being Suck on
the“ Wkong” Sdefor moreinformation.

Let’'sgo back to our original topic of taking sidesin
conflicts. God calsyouto honor Himwith your
thoughts, words, and actions. We should only take
sideswith God and with God alone. Regardlessof
what thefuture bringsus, we should conduct
oursalvesinaway that isglorifying and honoring to
God.
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Being Stuck on the “Wrong”
Side of a Conflict

Chapter: 3.11
Copyright © Michaegl Bronson 1984 -2002

In the previous chapter welooked at how we
should avoidtaking sidesinaconflict. Unfortu-
nately, thereare somesituations (usualy inour
employment), wherewe don’'t have achoiceasto
the“side” weareon. Thereare certain occupations
that automatically put peopleon acertain sideof an
issue

A few yearsago, ahigh-ranking U.S. Marshal
wanted meto becomeaU.S. Marshal. Therewere
many reasonswhy | didn’t become one, but the
main reason wasthe useof U.S. Marshalsto keep
thedoorsopen at abortion clinics. Clearinga
pathway to help peoplekill their babieswould be
repugnant enoughinitself, but | would have had
great difficulty enforcing someof thenewlaws

designedto silence Pro-Lifedemonstrators.

AlthoughtheU.S. Marshasusually conduct them-
selvesprofessiondly, many loca policeagencies
deliberately try to hurt passive demonstrators at
abortionclinics. Many of these passive demonstra-
torshave had their armsbroken by policeusing
intimidationtactics. | would havegresat difficulty
observing thiswithout intervening. | don’t think |
would have ableto keep my job withthe U.S.
Marshasfor very long if | arrested some of these
abusivepolicemen.

Themilitary isanother occupation wherethe“ sde’
isaready determinedfor you. Just liketherewere
many ChristiansintheU.S. military before WWI|,
therewere many Chrigtiansinthe German military.
After Hitler cameto power and declared war
agang itsneighboring countries (and eventudlly the
U.S.), these German Christianswere on the“wrong
side” (I didn’tsay “wrong side’ becausethey
declared war against America, but because of the
atrocitiesGermany wascommitting.) Duringthe
courseof thewar, many of these German soldiers
realized what was going on and wanted out. Unfor-
tunately, there was no escapefor them.

| believe God was not nearly as concerned about
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them being inthe German Army asHewaswith
how they acted inthe German Army. These
soldiershad to make sometough decisions. They
had to decidewhich ordersthey couldfollow and
which onesthey couldn’t. Although somesoldiers
suffered greatly for opposing heinous orders, most
wereintimidated into following them. They alowed
themselvesto beforced into doing someterrible
thingstoinnocent victims. | believe God'sevaua-
tion of their lifewill be based moreontheir actions
thanonthe“side” they wereon.

Focus on the Family hasadramatized audio book
about aman (Dietrich Bonhoeffer) who faced this
decisoninNazi German. Theaudio book,
Bonhoeffer: The Cost of Freedom, isapowerful
and exciting truestory. Thereismuchwecanlearn
from Dietrich Bonhoeffer’slife. Attheend of the
chapter thereis someinformation about how to get
these booksand tapes on Dietrich Bonhoeffer.

Thereason| bring thisup isbecausel believethe
Chrigtian soldiersintheAmerican military may have
to make sometough decisonsinafew years. As
our country’sleadership becomesmoremorally
decayed, they may involveour military insome
unethicd activities.

Asl mentioned in other chapters, | am not an anti-
war protestor. | believeintheneed for astrong
military. | believeintheunfortunate necessity of

hel ping protect the unprotected around theworld. |
believemilitary interventionisnecessary whenthere
isclear evidence of wholesaletortureand murder. |
believethereisaneed to stop people (likeHitler,
Saddam Hussein, and Osamabin laden) from
bringing massiveterror totheworld. | don’t
believe, however, we should gotowar smply for
the purpose of taking land from some other country
or because someoneinsultsus.

| am concerned about the mora conscience of
someof our leadership and thedirectionthey are
taking our country. A few yearsago | didn’t think
wewould ever beinour current position. \WWe now
liveinacountry that thinks murdering unborn
childrenissmply anissueof “choice.” Wenow live

inacountry that believesitisokay tokill ababy
whileitisactually being born; aslong asitshead
hasnot comeout (partial birth abortion).

Our country hasbecome sowarpedinitsthinking
that thosewho voicethelr objectionsto these
murdersarecaled“intolerant bigots.” Wehave
civil liberty groupswho vehemently opposeany
type of restriction of free speech, regardless of how
vulgar or offensiveit may be. Yet, thesesame
groups havelobbied hard to get laws passed that
severely limit free speech of Pro-Lifedemonstra-
tors. If murdering themost innocent and vulnerable
citizensof our country can be simply passed off asa
choiceof convenience, how far away doyoureally
think we arefrom making choicesof convenience
withthedderly and infirmed?

We assume our Congtitution would never allow this
to happen. Remember, it wasour freeand enlight-
ened country that said it was*lega” and* constitu-
tiona” to endave, torture, and murder people
(black daves). They rationalized thiscontradiction
by saying daveswereonly property; not humans
withrights. Infact, America(which prideditsaf for
it'srevolutionary ideaof liberty andjusticefor al)
clung onto davery long after Europe abolishedit.
America sfounding and governing principleswere
completely and blatantly ignored.

Not only did Americaendave people, it actually
passed lawsto severdly limit voicesof opposition.
For example, the state of Georgiapassed alaw
(July 1831) calling for the degth penalty of anyone
publishing materid that could incitedaveinsurrec-
tion. TheFedera government madeitillegal to mall
abolitionist (anti-davery) materia throughtheU.S.
mail. From 1846 to 1849, the House of Represen-
tatives had procedurd rulesthat prohibited the
Housefrom discussingissuesinvolving abolition. It
a so prohibited the public from petitioning the
government for changesonthisissue.

Nazi Germany isanother exampleof how quickly a
government can turn sour. Germany had aConsti-
tution that guaranteed itscitizenscertainrightsand
liberties. However, it didn’t takelong beforethese
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rightswere completely ignored.

Many people are unawarethat before Germany
went towar (and severa yearsbefore Germany
began systematicdly killing the Jews-June 1941),
Hitler killed thehandicapped and mentdly ill
(Operation T4). TheT4 program wasachoice of
conveniencefor Germany tolimititsfinancid liability
during atimeof hyperinflation.

Their economy wasin shamblesbecause of the
staggering costs of WWI (about $100 billion).
Besidespaying off their war debts, Germany had to
pay about $30 billioninwar reparations (apenaty
for “starting” WWI). Hitler feltit wasnecessary to
eliminatewhat hecalledthe” uselessegaters.” Over
75,000 “usdlesseaters’ werekilled throughthe T4
program so therest of Germany could have abetter
future.

| believeif Hitler encountered substantial nationwide
opposition to his T4 program, he probably would
not haveimplemented his“Find Solution” (the
extermination of the Jews). | believeif Hitler saw
the German peoplewould not tolerate murdering
innocent people (regardlessof the*® benefits’),
Germany could have been spared the stigmaof the
Holocaust that hauntsthem to thisday.

Many Germanshad said, “1 personally think it's
wrong to kill the handicapped, butitislegd. If
somethingisthelaw, you should accept it and not
makeabigfussaboutit.” Unfortunately, | have
heard the samething from Americansconcerning
abortion. “I personaly believeabortioniswrong,
but it hasbeen upheld by the U.S. Supreme Court.
ThosePro-Life protestersshould redlly keep their
opinionstothemselves.”

| haveafriend (whoisblack) who madethe above
statement. | saidto him, “Well, davery waslegal
and upheld by the U.S. Supreme Court. Areyou
saying it waswrong for peopleto openly and
aggressively opposeit? Doyoufed it waswrong
for my ancestorsto fight and dieto end thisprac-
tice?" Of course, therewasn't anything for my him
to say.

Since 1973, over 42 million American babieshave
been murderedinthenameof “choice.” Americans
arekilling fellow Americanssmply becausethey
sdlfishly want to maketheir ownlifebetter. Arethe
peoplewho support abortion that much different
fromthecitizensof Nazi Germany? Arethepeople
who perform abortionsthat much different fromthe
commanding officersat the death camps? Arethe
motherswho havethese abortionsthat much
different from the German SSthat poured gas
pelletsinto the gaschambers?

TheNazi Germansrationdized killing Jewsby
saying Jawswereaninferior race. They saidthe
Jews had no rightsbecause they werejust “one
step aboveanimals.” Pro-abortion people say the
unborn baby isnot human andisnot entitled to any
rightsof protection. The courtshavereduced the
legal statusof the unborn child downto persona
property of themother.

| don’t know what bothersmemore: Themurder
of innocent and defensel ess children or the mindset
of the peoplewho think thisisnormal and accept-
able. | can see how some people may mistakenly
think (through flawed logic) a16-cell embryoisnot
alivinghumanbeing. | can’t, however, understand
how aperson can say ababy who is90% out of
thewomb (partial birth abortion) islesshumanthan
ababy whoisoneminuteold.

What do you think that America'sleaderswill do
when Socia Security cannolonger affordthe
medical costsof our sick elderly? Will they too be
considered “uselessegaters,” needing to beeimi-
nated? If peoplearewilling to accept murdering
babiesasachoice of convenience, would murder-
ing our sick elderly really bethat far-fetched?

| am very concerned about these abortion advo-
catesbecause | wonder what other ruthless behav-
ior they will consider normal? Who elsewill they
need to eliminateto maketheir world abetter
place? Think about it, if the United States started
purging theworld of the undesirables(such aswhat
Nazi Germany did), what country would beableto
stand up to our military and nuclear arsend ? If
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United States’ leadership turnssour, they would
probably be unstoppable. To me, that isaterrifying
thought. | lovemy country, but | hate her sins.

A Special Notetothe German People

Therearethreethings| would liketo say to the
German peoplewho may be reading thischapter.
First, | do not hold anything against the German
race; someof my ancestorswere Germans. Sec-
ond, | do not hold present day Germany respon-
siblefor what wasdoneinthepast. That would be
aswrong asholding meresponsiblefor thedavery
that took placein my country. Third, as| men-
tioned already, Americansarein no positionto
criticizeNazi Germany. Our abortion clinicshave
murdered far more peoplethan the German death
camps. Thereason| bringthisupisbecausel’m
sureyou aretired of being reminded of the past.
However, thelessons|earned from that experience
should not beforgotten. Although theblemish
created by the Naziswill probably last alongtime,
I’ m afraid the blemish created by our American
abortionistswill probably last evenlonger.

For thoseinterested, | have created achapter on
abortion. Itisshort, but to thepoint. | think you
will finditinteresting and very unique. It may show
you somethingsyou never thought about before.
The chapter Summary of Pro-Choice can be
found in the Introduction of thisbook.

Theaudio book on Dietrich Bonhoeffer canbe
purchased from Christian BooksDistributors. The
audio book iscalled: Bonhoeffer: The Cost of
Freedom

http:/Amww.Christianbook.com
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Summary of Pro-Choice

[ | It'slegdl.

[ It's" Condtitutiond.”

[ | It'sbeen upheld by the U.S. Supreme Court.

[ | Peopledtill protest it despiteitsobviouslegdlity.

[ | Themediahasingtituted aself-imposed “ blackout” of the opposition.
[ | TheU.S. Mail hasbanned the mailing of certain oppositionliterature.

[ | Compared to other controversid “free speech” issues, Congressand the courtshave grestly stifled the
voicesof opposition.

[ It sanissueof “choice.”

[ | It'sa“privacy issue’ that concernsno oneelse.

[ | It'snot human life protected by thelaw (thusit can beterminated).

[ | Thosewho opposeit are* troublemaking intolerant bigots.”

[ | | havearight to dothis. 1 would be deprived of my Congtitutional rightsof “liberty andjustice” if | am

restricted inthisarea.

Somefamiliar? It should; it’ stalking about American davery. Thesearethethingspeoplehave said about
davery beforeit wasfinally abolish. Saveholdersactualy felt that their Constitutiona rightsto“liberty and
justice” would beviolated if they weretold they couldn’t violatetheliberty and justice of ablack person.

Now, 150 years|ater, wewonder how these people couldn’t seethe obvious contradictions of such statements.
Yet, we are doing the exact samething with abortion. Wearetold that the unborn child isthe personal property
of thewomen and she hastheright to do whatever shewantswithit.

Treating human lifeas property iswrongin any century. America streatment of theunborn childisjust as
deplorable and despicableasAmerica spast treatment of daves. Thereisnodifference. If youfed daveryis
wrong, you haveto say abortioniswrong. The parallelsbetween abortion and davery aretoo great toignore.
Either our Constitution supports both or opposesboth. Either we abolish abortion or wehavetolegalize
davery. Americansneed to decide, onceandfor al, if human life can betreated as property.

Printableversion of thisposter. Theinformation onthispagecanasobeprintedina“flyer” format. This
format would beideal for thingslikechurch bulletins, flyersat ralliesetc. | strongly encouragethefreedistribu-
tion of thismateriad. Theonly thing | ask isyou keep the copyright information onit. To download theflyer
version, goto: BibleHe p.org/prochoice

Copyright © Michael Bronson 1997, 1999, and 2003
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Fear, the Predator
of our Peace

Chapter: 4.01
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1984 -2002

Black Bart, hisname stirred terror in the hearts of
thosewho heardit. Hisname had become synony-
mouswith thedangersof thefrontier. Of the29
stagecoaches herobbed (1875 - 1883), he never
fired ashot. Hedidn't haveto; just the presence of
thishooded bandit paralyzed hisvictims.

Whowasthisviciouscriminal? Asit turned out, the
dreaded Black Bart wasamild-mannered druggist
from Decatur, Illinois, named CharlesE. Boles. He
was so afraid of horsesherode hisbuggy toand
fromtherobberies. It wasagood thing henever
needed to fireashot; henever loaded hisgun.
(Paul Harvey, The Rest of the Sory, Bantam
1977, p117)

Inredlity, Black Bart wasapaper tiger. Therewas
no valid reasontofear him. Although hehad the
appearance of someone who was dangerous, he

washarmless. Do you know anyonelikethat in
your life? Istheaccuser of your heart walking
around with anempty gun? Areyou beingterror-
ized by apaper tiger?

What doyou fear? What do you find terrifying?
Thereisnothingwrong with fear, inand of itself. It
isone of our many emotionsand it servesapur-
pose. Interrifying circumstances, it providesus
with adrenalinethat strengthensus. Fear aertsus
to danger and hopefully causesusto think twice
before doing something stupid.

Althoughfear isalegitimate emotion that servesa
purpose, it can also bevery disruptive. Aswe saw
with Black Bart, fear caused peopleto surrender
needlesdy. Fear candistort your judgment and
thinking. It can paralyzeand evenresult in death.
Thisiswhy asix-foot tall person canfall out of a
boat into fivefeet of water and drown. Inthis
Stuation, thevictim doesnot redlize he cantouch
bottom and startsto panic. Asaresult, hethrashes
around and eventually consumesall of hisenergy
andsinks.

Areyouembarrassed by your fears? | think most
of usare secretly ashamed of what frightensus. We
often condemn ourselvesfor not being astronger
person. Unfortunately, fear isseldomrational or
logical. Theonly thing predictable about fear isits
unpredictability. You canhaveacopwhoisnot
afradtomixitwithviolent criminds, but isterrified
of spiders. You can haveatimidfive-year old girl
who'safraid of thedark, but iscompletely at ease
playingwith spiders. Lifeisfull of itscomical
ironies.

Doyou ever find yoursdlf admiring someoneese's
courage, wishing youweremorelikethem? Let me
set therecord straight. A lack of fear isnot cour-
age. Courageisdoingwhat isright despitethe
fearsraging withinyour heart. A personwho says
heisnever afraidiseither aliar or afool. Heroes
areusudly ordinary people, likeyouand me,
terrified by theimpending danger. Theonly differ-
enceis, they chooseto do what isright despitethe
danger. These peopleget their strength by utilizing
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theenergy of their fear. They makefear work for
them, instead of against them.

Many formsof martia artsutilizethistechnique.
Instead of trying to fight against theforce of the
aggressor, you use hisown forceagainst him. For
example, when an aggressor movestoward you,
you don'’t try to stop him because thiswould take
too much energy. Instead, you movetotheside
and deflect him, using hismomentumto makehim
moveaway fromyou. Thisiswhy asmall person
candefend himsalf against alarge, powerful person.

Black Bart

Itisn’t the presence or absence of fear that defines
whoyouare. Itistheway you respondtothefears
you have. Granted, it would benicenot to be
plagued and bothered by irrational fears. The
bottom lineisthis. Fearsmay encompassyou, but
they should never control you.

Thebiggest problem of fear isit can prevent you
from accomplishing what needsto bedone. It can
rob you of thejoys, blessings, and rewardsthat
would beyoursif youfollowed God'sleading.
Moretragicaly, it may mean peopleare needlessy

going to Hell because of your inactivity.

Maybeapersonisrefusing tobeamissonary
because heisafraid of snakes. Maybeapersonis
refusingto gointotheministry becauseheisafraid
of speakinginfront of people. Maybeaperson
doesn’t witnessbecause heisafraid of what others
might think.

“Fear of faling” isprobably themost common fear.
Hasthefear of failurekept you from pursuing your
dreams? Hasthefear of falling short ever kept you
from eventrying? Remember, if youdon't do
something becauseyou areafraid of failing, you
havefailed aready.

Themilitary conducted astudy to determinewhat
scaresusthemost. They found wearefrightened
more by the unknown than by any other tangible
object or event. They found peoplewould rather
faceaknown adversary of great strength than an
adversary of unknown originand danger. When
you know what your adversary is, you can at |east
try to prepareadefense. Thereisno adequate
defensefor theunknown.

Thereason why theunknown terrifiesussomuchis
weusually assumetheworst. We play head games
with oursalves. For example, if wehavean unusua
pain, wemight think itiscancer. If wehavea
suddenlossof motor skills, wethink it might be
MultipleScleross.

Our mindshaveanincredibleability tofill inblanks.
Since so much of lifeisunknown, therearealot of
blanksthat need to befilledin. Unfortunately, our
mindsoften do apoor jobfillingintheblanks. For
exampl e, think about amajor endeavor you would
liketo pursue. Chancesaretherewere many
unknown variables. If you arenot careful, you will
start imagining theworst about these unknownsand
beginto convinceyoursaf not to pursuethisen-
deavor.

Fear isthe predator of our peace. Thereisnoway
you canliveavictoriouslifeif you arefrightened
andintimidated by paper tigers. Ultimately, gaining
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control over fear isamatter of choice. Gaining
victory over your fear does not mean you are no
longer frightened, it only meansyou arenolonger
controlled by it.

Many of you reading thisbook havelost aloved
one. Thislossisusualy accompanied by acertain
amount of grief and sorrow. 1f theonewho died
had Christ ashisSavior, hisdeathisonly atempo-
rary loss. However, for thosewho do not havethis
blessed hope, the death of aloved one can be
incredibly bitter. 1f thedying person hasno hope,
hislast few daysor hourscan beaterrifying experi-
ence. Thenext chapter, Fear of Death, dealswith
overcoming thefear of degath.

Don'tlet your fearsrob your heart of its peace.
Thefantastic video seriesfor kids, Vieggie Tales,
hasasong called “ God ishigger than the Boogie
Man.” Yes, Godishbigger than your greatest fear.
Remember, Immanue means” Godwithus,” and
Heiswith usevenwhenwearefacing our greatest
fears.
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Fear of Death

Chapter: 4.02
Copyright © Michaegl Bronson 1984 -2002

Thefear of death isauniversal phenomenon. No
matter whereyou go intheworld, youwill dways
find large numbersof peoplewho areafraid of
dying. Thereasonfor fearing deathisobvious:
Deathisthegreatest mystery of al.

Asmentioned in the previous chapter (Fear, the
Predator of our Peace), fear of the unknownis
incredibly powerful. Sincedeathisconsideredthe
biggest“ unknown” of al, many people, including
some Chrigtians, find death terrifying.

Deathissurrounded by so many unknown vari-
ables. What will it fed likewhenyou die? What
will bewaiting for uswhen wereach the other side
of thevell of death? Will theafterlifebe aschaotic

and painful asthislife? Sincewehavenever died
before, we don’t know what to expect.

Death, liketaxes, isunavoidable. Thereisnoway
to escapeitsgrip. It doesn’t matter if you arerich,
powerful, or influentid; youwill fill die. Deathisno
respecter of persons.

Another reason many peoplefind death soterrifying
isthefact wehavetofaceit aone. Evenif youare
surrounded by hundreds of peoplewhenyoudie,
youmust still passthrough desth by yourself. This

prospect isvery unnerving for many people.

Although passing into avast unknown by yoursalf
can befrightful, thethought of standing before God
Almighty can bedownright terrifying. God has
installed indl of usaconsciencewith aknowledge
of rightand wrong. Peopleinherently know they
will haveto stand before God someday and givean
account for their actions. Thiscanbeaterrifying
prospect for some people.

Some peopleded withtheissue of their mortdity
by becoming consumed and obsessed with the
subject of death. Others, however, smply ignore
the subject completely. Sincethereare plenty of
distractionsout there, ignoring death can be easy.
Theonly timethese peoplethink about deathis
when they become serioudly ill, someonecloseto
themdies, or thereisamajor calamity. After the
World Trade Center attack, for example, therewas
alarge number of people searching thelnternet for
websitesdealing with the subject of death.

Neither approach (being obsessed with death or
ignoring it) isappropriate. Being obsessed with
deathisobvioudy unhealthy and ignoring death can
havetremendouseternal consequences. A bal-
anced approach isneeded. A person needsto
appropriately deal with theissuesof death and then
moveon. Thethreemainfearsaperson needsto
addressare:

- Thefear of standing before God Almighty
- Thefear of the unknown (being ableto facethe
great mystery of death)

107



BibleHelp.org

- Thefear of facing death aone

Jonathan Edward' shistoric sermon, “ Sinnersinthe
Handsof anAngry God” dealt with the conse-
quencesof facing God Almighty unprepared.
Jonathan Edward pointed out that a person should
beterrified of the prospects of standing before God
Almighty if hehasnot appropriately taken care of
hissin problem. Fortunately, God hasprovided us
asolution. The section Understanding Salvation
explainshow aperson can make peacewith God.

Although making peacewith God eliminatesthefear
of meeting God, it doesn't eiminatethe mystery of
deathitsdf. Deathisstill an unknown commodity.
Westill don’'t know any of the specificsof what will
happen at thetime of our death. Yet, we can now
havethe confidencethat thingswill be okay. We
can havethe confidencethat the God who caresfor
uswill work out al of the detalls.

Of course, smply knowing intellectualy that we
shouldn’t fear the unknown doesn’t mean wewill
automatically have peace. Wemust learnto trust
God. Wemust act upon the promises of God set
forthintheBible. The previouschapter (Fear, the
Predator of our Peace) dealswith thisissue.

Even though | walk through the valley of death, there
still is no need to fear.

Even though we know God will work out the
details, itwould still beniceif wedidn’t haveto
facedeath alone. Weare socid creaturesand
being“adone’ during suchamonumenta timecan
cause apprehension and panic. Inredlity, aChris-
tiandoesnot diealone. Thenamelmmanuel
(Isaiah 7:14) means“ God withus.” Therefore, just
asGodiswithusbeforewedie, Hewill bewithus
during and after our death. The next chapter
(Victory Over the Siing of Death) provides an
excellent example of God'ssufficiency and pres-
ence during thedeath of aChrigtian.

What isdeath likefor the Christian? Isthedying
process aways peaceful or arethere occasions
when the Christian hasdoubtsand fears? It varies,
of course, from personto person. AsChristians,
we havetheassurance our sinshavebeenforgiven
and that God the Father, will fully accept usbe-
cause of Jesus Christ. Yet, thisdoes not automati-
cally mean dyingwill be peaceful. Weoften have
feelings contrary to what weknow to betrue. For
example, thereare peoplewho areafraid of flying
eventhoughthey redizeitisoneof thesafest forms
of trangportation. Fear isnot awaysrational.

Although much of deathisshroudedin mystery, it
does not need to causethe Christian undue anxiety.
Ultimately, the Chrigtian’sframe-of-mind will
determinethelevel of peaceor anxiety. Thisis
illustrated in John Bunyan’sbook Pilgrim's
Progress. Thisbook describesthejourney of a
person seeking God and the struggles he encounters
after becomingaChrigtian. At thebeginning of the
book, the name of themain character is“Rilgrim.”
Later on, after hefindsChrist, heiscaled” Chris-
tian.” Each person Filgrim encounterson his
journey hasanamethat describeshisor her per-
sonality, such asMr. Obstinate, Mr. Worldly,
Pliable, Wiseman, and Evangdlist.

At theend of Christian and Hopeful’sjourney, they
comeupon awideriver separating them fromtheir
final destination, the Cdegtid City. Sincetheriver

looks deep and dangerous, Christianisreluctant to
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cross. When he asksif thereissome other way to
get across, heistold, “ Yes, but only Enoch and
Elijah were permitted to crossthat way.” Theriver,
of course, issymbolic of death.

Christianisapprehensive about the prospects of
crossing thisriver. When heasks, “Isitthesame
depth al theway across?’ heistold, “ It isdeeper
or shallower asyou believeintheKing.” As
Christian and Hopeful beginto crosstheriver, the
water startsflowing over Christian’shead. Out of
fear Christian criesout, “I can’t touch the bottom.
Thewater isgoing over my head. I’'mgoingto
drown.” Hopeful yellsback, “I’mabletotouchthe
bottom, Christian. Theriverisn't that deep. Hold
onand!’ll comeovertohelpyou.” Terrified,
Christianyédlsback, “No, saveyoursalf. The
sorrowsof death areall around me. | wasn'ta
good pilgrim. I’vesinned much beforel started my
journey, and I’ ve sinned much afterwards.”

Hopeful remindshimtothink ontheKing. Then,
Christian rememberswhat the King said, “When
you passthrough thewaters, | will bewithyou; and
whenyou passthrough therivers, they will not
sweepover you” (Isaiah43:2). All of asudden,
Christian isableto touch the bottom. The process
of crossing over tothe other sideisnolonger

terrifying.

I nteresting Side Note on
John Bunyan’sbook Pilgrim’s Progress

Here' saninteresting side note about John Bunyan's
book Pilgrim'sProgress. About 400 yearsago

John Bunyanwasin prison for preaching the gospel.

Onenight, whilein prison, hehad avery vivid
dream. John Bunyan wrotethe dream down and
the book, Pilgrim's Progress, wasborn. John
Bunyan wasrel uctant to publish thisbook because
hefdtthat “fiction” bookshad no placein Christian
literature. After strong encouragement fromhis
friends, John Bunyan published Pilgrim's Progress.

Surprisingly, thebook he amost discarded became
hiscrowning achievement. Even after 400 years,
Pilgrim'sProgressisstill very popular. Infact,
John Bunyanisknown morefor Pilgrim's Progress
than anything elsehe accomplished.

Thereisalesson we can learnfrom John Bunyan's
experience. We should listen carefully to what God
hasto say and be obedient to what Heasks. Even
if it seemslike Hisrequest would be awaste of
time, we should still be obedient. You'll never
know what areaof your lifewill beused of God to
help others.

For thoseinterested, adramatized audio version of
Pilgrim'sProgressand itssequel (Christiana) is
availablefrom Christian Book Digtributor.
Chrigtianaisabout Pilgrim’swifeand her journey
after shebecameaChristian. Theseproductions
arevery well done and cost around $25 each.
Each set hassix 80 minutetapes.

Pilgrim'sProgressPart 1: Christian
(ISBN 790128000X)

Pilgrim'sProgressPart 2: Christiana
(ISBN 7901280077)

Chrigtian BooksDistributors:
http:/mww.Christianbook.com
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Victory over the
Sing of Death

Robert Bronson at the beginning of W I

Chapter: 4.03
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1984 -2002

| was pulled out of my sleep by theringing phone. |
looked at the clock and wondered if thiswas*“the
cal.” Likemany people, acal inthemiddleof the
night causesthemind to racethrough thelist of
possible problems. Sincewehaveno children, the
health of my elderly parentswason thetop of my
list. Every off-hour call makeswewonder if thisis
going to bethe call bearing the bad news.

Over theyearswe have had morethan our fair
shareof phonecallsinthemiddieof thenight.
Most of these callswere made by peoplewho had
been drinking and dia ed thewrong number. Al-
though the carel essness of these peoplereally
aggravated me, | wasalwaysrelieved that these
callsdid not concern my parents.

Althoughtoday’scall wasnot inthemiddleof the
night, it wasearly inthemorning. Asl recognized
my mother’svoicemy heart begantorace. Her
voice, however, wascalmand nonchalant, sol
figuredit must not beaseriousconcern. Shethen
said that dad was sick and wastaken to the hospi-
td.

My dad “doesn’t do sickness.” Heisoneof those

fortunate peoplewho seldom ever getssick. He
canevendo crazy thingslikewalk barefoot inthe
snow and not get sick. So, thefact hewassick
enough to go to the hospital meant it was something
serious. After alarge number of tests, abone
marrow biopsy revealed he had Acute
Myelomonocytic Leukemia. Over 85% of hisbone
marrow wascancerous. Acute Myelomonocytic
Leukemia, weweretold, appears suddenly and
progressesvery quickly. Four weekslater my
father was dead.

Thedesath of aloved oneisawaysdifficult and this
isespecidly truewhenthefamily hashad aclose
andloving relationship. Sinceour family wasvery
close, thepassing of our father created quitea
vacuum. Hewasagreat father and friend and we
misshisfriendshiptremendoudly.

Althoughit hurt having dad die, | learned muchfrom
thisexperience. I’ velearned that the death of the
believer istruly different fromthedegth of the
unbeliever. | saw that the sorrow weexperienceis
different fromthebitter sorrow of thosewho *“ have
no hope’ (1 Thes. 4:13).

Intellectually, of course, | knew that the passing of a
believer was supposed to be different from that of
anunbdiever. | knew wedidn’'t“lose” abeliever
when hedied, but were only temporarily separated
fromhim. Thiswasahead-knowledge, however,
not aheart-knowledge. | had never personally
experienced thisblessed hope.

When dad died, wedidn’t experiencethe bitter
sorrow and anguish often associated with death.
Wecried, of course, but therewasn’t the despera-
tion or hopelessness. Therewasactually apeace
amidst our tears. Therewasaspecia comfort and
quietnessflowingwith our tears. | foundit amazing.
It wasdifficult, of course, not being ableto bewith
our father, but it wasn’t abitter departure.

| have seen tearsof futility and desperation. | have
observed the passing of unbelieversand seenthe
hopel essnessthat it causes. | have seenthe gut-
wrenching anguish and agony of family members
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grieving for aloved onewho hasdied.

1 Cor. 15:55 says* O death, whereisyour sting?
O grave, whereisyour victory?’ Our family can
now testify that thisverseistrue. Thesting of death
hastruly been removed fromthe believer. Death
doesn’t need to have power and control over us.

Deathisatormentor of both the surviving and the
dying. It canbeadreadful experiencefor the
surviving family members, and it can beaterrifying
experiencefor thepersondying. Watching an
unbeliever diecanleaveyouwith haunting memo-
res.

Inthemovie Peter Pan, Captain Hook and Peter
Pan discussed how desth wasthe* last great
adventure.” For most people, however, deathis
not an adventure, but aterror. Therearethreemain
reasonswhy deathisso terrifying to most people:

1) They areafraid of havingtheir sinsjudged by an
Almighty Holy God, 2) They areafraid of the
unknown, and 3) They areafraid of theintense
pain and suffering sometimes associ ated with death.

God hasplaced amoral conscienceinthe heart of
every person. Thisconsciencedoesnot tell a
person how to get saved, but it tellshim that there
aresomebasicrightsand wrongs. It letshim know
when he hasdonewrong, and it producesafeeling
of guilt whenaviolation hasoccurred. Everyone
inherently knowsthat thereisabasic mora code
that needsto befollowed, and they also know
when they haveviolated thiscode.

God hasalso placed aknowledge of Himself and of
eternd lifeinthe heart of every person. Thisiswhy
you can go anywhereintheworld (eveninto the
remotest jungle) and find areligionthat includes
God and eterndl life. Peopleknow inherently that
whenthey diethey will passinto eternity and stand
beforetheir Creator. They know they will haveto
givean account of their actionsto God Almighty.
They find the prospect of being “weighedinthe
scaesand found wanting” aterrifying thought.

For theunbeliever, thefear of beingjudged by an

Almighty Godisavadidfear. Weareall sinnersand
our righteous God expects compl ete perfection.
We haveasignificant sin problem and unlessa
person hasasolutionthat legitimately resolvesthis
problem, the personwill be punished. Jonathan
Edward’s sermon, Snnersinthe Hand of an
Angry God, gained worldwiderecognitionandis
still talked about today. Edwardsclearly pointed
out that it would beadreadful thing tofal intothe
handsof anangry God.

Thebdiever in Jesus Christ hasalegitimate solution
to hissin problem. Jesuswaspunishedinhisplace
and asaresult, hedoes not haveto fear thewrath
of aRighteousand Holy God. Hewill never have
tofacejudgment for hissins. Thebeliever hasthe
peace and assurance of knowing that death brings
eternd life, not eterna damnation.

Althoughthebeliever has peace concerningthesin
problem, therearestill thetwo other reasonswhy
death can beterrifying. Thefear of theunknownis
apowerful fear and can be overwhelming. Exten-
sivestudieshave shown that wewould rather facea
known adversary (evenif itisfierceand dangerous)
than face an unknown adversary. Thereisnoway
of preparing yourself or creating adefensewhen
you don’t know what you are up againgt.

Deathisthegreatest unknown of al; nothing else
even comesclose. AlthoughtheBiblehasgivenus
apartial description of what liesbeyond thevale of
death, we have never personally seen or experi-
enced it. None of our acquaintances have ever
died and comeback totell usabout it. Itisvery
easy (evenfor abeliever) todread thisdark vale
and be apprehensive about dying.

Thething that compoundsthisfear isthefact we
havetofaceit alone. It doesn’t matter how many
friendsyou have or how many peoplearewithyou
whenyoudie, you must still passthough theva e of
death by yourself. Thiscan bevery disconcerting.
Weare social creaturesand wedon't liketoface
intenseadversitiesby ourselves. Thisiseventrue
for peoplewho are“loners.”
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| liketotravel and there have been afew times
when | have gotten lost inthewrong parts of Los
Angeles, Washington D.C., and Chicago. You
know you' reintroublewhen dl of thebuildingsare
boarded up and the only carsyou see are stripped
out and sitting on blocks. Asscary asthiswas, it
would beeven moreterrifyingif | wereinthesame
situationinabad part of Russia. Not knowing the
language and culturewould makethingsfar more
difficult and dangerous.

I’msurethiswill sound crazy, but it would bea
tremendousrelief to meif my wife Janet werethere
withme. There probably wouldn’t bemuch she
could dotohelpinthistypeof situation, but it
would beagreat comfort not to havetofacethis
problemaone.

God promisesto bewith usasweface our most
difficult times. Hewill evenbewithuswhenwe
enter the dark shadows of death and passinto
eternity. Thebeliever doesn’'t diealone. God said,
“l will never leavetheeor forsakethee’ (Heb. 13:5,
Josh. 1:5). Inmy chapter, Fear, the Predator of
our Peace, (especially thelast couple pages) |
talked about how we can either control fear or let it
control us. We can either trust God’s promisesand
reap therewardsor we canignore His promises
and suffer the consequences. Thechoiceisupto
us.

Thethird thing that makesdeath soterrifyingisthe
possibility of intense pain and suffering. | think most
peoplewould probably prefer todiepainlessy in
their deep. Unfortunately, that doesn’t dways
happen. Many great Christianshavedied very

cruel and painful deaths.

AsaChristiandrawscloser to apossible painful
death, he often wondershow hewill respond to the
painand agony. Hewondersif hewill beableto
endurethepain. Hewondersif hewill ruinhis
Chrigtiantestimony and betray hisLord by theway
herespondsto hispain and misery.

Asl mentioned before, God promisesto bewith us
eveninour darkest hour. Hedoesn't promiseto

eliminate the pain and misery, but He promisesto
betherewith usand help usget through the prob-
lem. It'simportant to remember that God does not
usualy provide usthisstrength, courage, and grace
until weactualy needit. Henormally providesit on
an“asneeded” basis.

It'skind of likewhat happenswhen you rideabus.
A busticket isnot usually purchased weeksin
advance, you normally purchaseit just beforeyou
geton. Therefore, don't bediscouraged if you
don'’t think you havethe courage and strength to
handlean upcoming problem. Godwill provideit
whenyou need it; if you ask Him.

Two weeks before my dad died he becamevery
apprehensive about the prospect of dying apanful
death. Cancer is, of course, adreaded disease and
dad didn’t know what wasin storefor him. The
only thing he knew was hisbody was not producing
enough new blood cells. Thislack of blood pro-
duction meant hisbody was not getting the oxygen
and nutrientsit needed. Heknew hisvital organs
would eventudly start shutting down and hedidn’t
know how painful that would be.

Although | wasnever told what dad’ s specific
concernswere, | know that peoplein thistype of
Stuation often wonder, “If my organsare suffocat-
ing, will | feel likel’m suffocatingtoo?’ Thereis, of
course, themore chilling thought, “ 1f themuscles
that make me breathe get weaker from thelack of
oxygen, will I endup gasping for airinmy fina
days?’

My mom listened patiently and hel plesdy asdad
expressed hisfears. Sheknew something was
bothering him becausethiswasthefirst time hehad
ever expressed these concerns. Thenext morning
hegot up and told my mom that everything was
goingto bedl right. He madethe smple comment,
“Someonetold melast night that * Jesusis suffi-
cient.” ” Henever mentioned hisspecia encounter
again and henever exhibited any moresignsof fear
or gpprehension.

Sinceno one elsewasin the house besidesmy

1124



BibleHelp.org

mom, you may bewondering who wasthismysteri-
ousvisitor? Your guessisasgood asmine. | can
only speculate. | will say this, though; dad wasnot
givento exaggerationsor tofabricating stories. The
fact that he only mentioned it once (to reassure my
mom) indicatesto methat hewasn't tryingto
sensationalize or draw attention to the encounter.
Did God send aspecial messenger to reassure my
dadin histimeof need? | think Hedid. However,
sincel don’t have any proof to substantiate my
speculation, I'll let you draw your own conclusion.

A coupledaysbeforemy dad died, hesaid, “ Tell
everyonethat itistrue; whenyouwalk inthe
shadow of death, you really don’'t haveto be
afraid.” Dad exhibited an extraordinary amount of
peacehislast few days. Hislifewasatestimony
that Psalms23:4istrue. Hislifeshowed that even
when death isso closeto you (abeliever) that its
shadow istouching you, thereisno need to be
afraid; Godiswithyou. You may not see Him, but
Heisdtill there.

Death cannot encompass abeliever with darkness,
it can only cast ashadow on him. Think about it,
there cannot be ashadow without asource of light.
Therefore, the existence of the shadow actually
provestheexistenceof thelight. Death canonly
temporarily block thelight; it cannot diminateit.
S0, when death startsto darken your world,
remember that thelight it’strying to block istill
waitingfor you.

Although God promisesto bewiththebelieverin
their darkest hours, peaceisnot automatic. Peace
only comeswhenthebeliever claimsGod'sprom-
ises. Wemust choose, by the act of our will, to put
our trustinHim. If wedon’t makethischoice, we
won't be ableto draw on God's strength and we
areopening ourselvesup to be controlled by fear.

If you arean unbeliever and your sinshave not been
forgiven, youreally do haveareasontobeafraid
and concerned. Deathisareal threat and you must
faceitaone. | want to point out, howver, that | did
not writethis chapter to scare peopleinto becoming
aChristian. | wrotethischapter to show believers

that fear does not need to have dominion over us.

If you arean unbeliever, pleasedon’t becomea
Chrigtian out of fear. Your motivation of becoming
aChristian should beto reuniteyoursalf with your
Creator wholovesyou. Your motivation should be
tofind asolutiontothesin problemthat is separat-
ing you from God; to experiencethelifeGod
intended youto have. If thisisyour desire, please
read Section 9 (Under standing Salvation) on my
website. You should also read chapters8.03to
8.08in Section 8. If youwouldliketo sharethis
chapter about death with afriend, it can befound at
BibleHe p.org/death.htm.

In Memory of Robert C. Bronson
1920 - 2001

Beloved Husband — Father - Grandfather
No man could Love more
No man could bemore Loved
By HisLove
He showed ushow tolive
By HisFaith
Heshowsushowtodie
(by Dan Bronson)
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Severad placesinmy book I’ vetalked about the
uniquewaysinwhich God answered prayers. I've
talked about how peoplein need have prayed for a
gpecificamount of money and then received that
exact amount. Inmost of these casesthe people
sending themoney weretotal ly unaware of these
needs. Mom and dad have beeninstrumental in
many of thesesituations.

After dad’'sdeath, | took over thefinancesfor my
mom and | discovered something spectacular.
Mom and dad, of course, have beenin retirement
for acoupleof decadesand like many senior
citizenstheir incomewasvery limited. Yet, | have
discovered they gave (and till give) moreto
missionsevery year than most two-incomeworking
families

I’ m suremy momwould prefer that | didn’t tell
othersabout their personad giving, but | fed itis
necessary to let othersknow aboutit. | don’t bring
thisup to show how great my parentswere, but to
show thefaithfulness of our awesome God. Al-
though | think they gave morethan they could
redigtically afford, God honored their sacrificesand
providedfor al of their needs. Our Godistruly an
Awesome God!
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World’'s Mortality Rate

Chapter: 4.04
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1984 -2002

Obvioudy, it isimpossibleto know exactly how
many peoplearegoingtodiethiscomingyear. We
do know, however, the number of peoplewho have
diedthispast year. Based onthisinformation,
statisticianshave cal culated the® mortality rate” for
theworld. Theworld smortality ratefor theyear
2003 was .883 percent. Thismeansthat 1 out of
every 111 peopleintheworld died last year. On
average, 1.78 people dieevery second. Based on
thisrate, hereishow the numbersadd up.

1.78 per second
107 per minute
6,390 per hour

153thousand  per day
56.0million per year

3.9hillion per averagelifetime (70 years)

Themortaity rate hasbeen consistently hovering
around .9% for the past severd years. Therefore,
barring amajor worldwide calamity (such as
another world war) we can expect asimilar mortal -
ity ratefor thiscoming year.

The counter aboveisonly an estimateand an
average of the number of peoplewho will die
every second. Obvioudly, therewill be some
secondswhen nobody diesand other seconds
wherethousandswill die. For example, about
80,000 peoplewerekilled amost instantly whenthe
atomic bomb exploded over Hirashima. Chinahas
had two devastating earthquakesthat killed
830,000 people (Jan. 24, 1556) and 200,000
people (Dec.16, 1920).

| realize some peoplemay think itismorbid count-
ing out the number of peoplewho havedied. | am
not being insensitive nor am | making sport of
people’ sdeath. My father died afew monthsago,
sol amfully awareof what itisliketolosealoved
one. Infact, it washisdeath that inspired meto
createthiscounter. Death doesnot havetobea
gut-wrenching experience. Thereisvictory over the
sting of death. If youwouldliketolearnmore
about this, go to the chapter Victory Over the
Sing of Death.

1 out of every 113 peoplein the
world will diethisyear.
|

Many peopleare shocked whenthey first seethe
world’'smortdity rate. They find thisnumber
disconcerting. Surprisingly, thisnumber would
normally beworse (about 1 out of 66). The
current number isbeing skewed by the dispropor-
tionately large number of newborn babiesbeing
added to our population.

Toillugtrate thisphenomenon, I'm going to present
avery smplepopulationto study. Let’'ssay that
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our world only has80 people. Thispopulationisso
well rounded, that thereisonly one person per age
bracket (one 1-year old, one 2-year old, all the
way up to one 80-year old). Let'ssay that there
areno premature deathsinthis society and every-
onediesat theageof 80. Every year ababy is
born and every year an 80-year old person dies.
Thiswould meanthat themortality rateis 1 out of
every 80 people.

L et’ stake the same popul ation and make achange.
Instead of one baby being born thisyear, there
were 32 babiesborn. Since adisproportionate
number of babieswas added to this population, the
mortality ratewill now be 1 out of 111 people. Of
course, in 80 yearsthemortality rate would be 32
out of 111 people (about 1 out of 4).

Thisissmilar towhat ishappeningin our world.
Thenumber of surviving newbornsisdisproportion-
ately larger than theexisting population. Infact, our
population had doubled from 3 billionto 6 billionin
only 40 years (1959 t0 1999). Thegraph below
showsthetremendousgrowth in our world's
population.

World’sPopulation Growth (AD1 - 2000)
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Date Population

AD1 200million
500 200million
1000 200million
1650 500million
1850 1.0hillion
1930 2.0hillion
1950 2.5hillion
1960 3.0hillion
1970 3.7hillion
1980 4.5hillion
1990 5.2hillion
2000 6.1billion
2004 6.3hillion

Advancesin medicine, large scaleautomated food
production, and reliable transportation has enabled
our world to support many more people. Our
previouspopulationlimitsarenolonger there. Our
once hostileworld has been made much more
“friendly.”

L et’sgo back to our original population of 80
people. If wewereto add inthe premature deaths
such asdiseases, auto accidents, crime, and war,
themortality ratewould beworse. For example,
thelife expectancy for theaverageAmericanis72
yearsinstead of 80. Inundeveloped partsof the
worldthelifeexpectancy isaslow as35years.
Theaveragelifeexpectancy for theworld'spopula-
tionis66 years. (Population Reference Bureau,
http://www.prb.org) Therefore, if wedidn’t have
such adisproportionate number of newbornsbeing
added to our population, wewould probably have
amortality rate of 1 out of every 66 people.

How thefigureswerederived

Thedeath rate (for my counter) was calcul ated by
multiplying the current world'spopul ation (6.339
billion) by themortality rate (.883%). Thisshowed
methat 56.0 million peoplewill probably diethis
year. Thisnumber wasdivided by the number of
secondsinayear (31,536,000). Thisshowed me
that onan average, 1.78 peoplewill dieevery
second. Thetablebelow showstheworld's
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mortality ratefor the past 50 years.

World’'smortality rate

Years MortalityRate%  Ratio
1950 - 1954 1.97 1loutof 51
1955 - 1959 1.74 1loutof 57
1960 - 1964 156 1loutof 64
1965 - 1969 1.34 1loutof 74
1970 - 1974 1.16 1loutof 86
1975 - 1979 1.09 1loutof 91
1980 - 1984 1.03 1loutof 97
1985 - 1989 96  loutof 104
1990 - 1994 94  1outof 106
1995 - 1999 90 loutof 111
2000 - 2004 .88 loutof 113

(Source: United Nations Population Division,
“World Population Prospects’ )

Theworld smortaity rate can be obtainedfroma
largevariety of sources. If youwouldliketolook
at themortality rates of aspecific country, you can
gotothe CIAWbrld Facts Book on the Internet.

Theaddressisbelow:

http://mww.odci.gov/cial/publications/factbook/
index.html

Tofind the current world’s popul ation:
http:/AMmww.census.gov/ma n‘www/popclock.html.

Aeath Counter

To get abetter comprehension of theworld's
mortdlity rate, you sometimesneed to seethe
numbersaccumulate. I’ ve created aseparate
Death Counter window torunonitsowninthe
background. Startitandletit runfor hours, days,
or evenweeks. Toopenthiscounter, goto:

http://mww.biblehel p.org/mortdity.htm
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Breakdown of theWorld’'s Deaths

Chapter: 4.05

(Section 4: Fear, Death, and the Fear of Death)
Copyright © Michael Bronson 2001
BibleHelp.org

The previous page showed you how fast peoplearedying. The chart below showsyou how they died. This
chartisactually a“Real-Time” counter that allowsyou to seethe numbersaccumulate astime goesby. Goto
my web page BibleHel p.org/breakdeaths.htm to seethe chart in operation. The chart shown below iswhat the
counter looked like after 8.8 hours.

Realtime Death counter: Deaths within the last 31,853 seconds

57122 All causes 66 Melanoma and other skin cancers
11047 Infectious and parasitic 483 Breast cancer
HiSEssES : 261 Cervix uteri cancer
1660 Tuberculosis
- 271 Prostate cancer
169 Syphilis
262 Leukemia
2894 AIDS

. : 904 Diabetes mellitus
2021 Diarrhoeal diseases

1331 Childhood-cluster diseases
752 Measles
284 Tetanus
175 Meningitis
81 Hepatitis B
46 Hepatitis C

12 Unipolar depressive disorders
23 Schizophrenia

109 Epilepsy
87 Alcohol use disorders

371 Alzheimer and other dementias
92 Parkinson disease

15 Multiple sclerosis

1135 Malaria
69 Drug use disorders
4 Leprosy . .
16752 Cardiovascular diseases
21 Dengue

- - - 341 Rheumatic heart disease
3987 Respiratory infections

882 Hyper-tensive heart disease
144 Maternal hemorrhage : :
. 7253 Ischaemic heart disease
77 Maternal sepsis
43 Obstructed labor
59 Abortion
1358 Low birth weight

696 Birth asphyxia and birth trauma

5509 Cerebrovascular disease

378 Inflammatory heart diseases
2387 Other cardiovascular diseases
2699 Chronic obstructive pulmonary

disease

260 Protein-energy malnutrition 227 Asthma

28 Vitamin A deficiency 264 Peptic ulcer disease
139 Iron-deficiency anemia 804 Cirrhosis of the liver

7186 Cancers 1206 Road traffic accidents

329 Mouth and oropharynx cancers 346 Poisonings
442 Esophagus cancer 388 Falls
858 Stomach cancer 312 Fires
329 Mouth and oropharynx cancers 406 Drowning
442 Esophagus cancer 882 Other unintentional injuries
621 Colon and rectum cancers 857 Self-inflicted injuries
622 Liver cancer 505 Violence
227 Pancreas cancer 231 War

1225 Trachea, bronchus, lung
cancers
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Mortality Rates of

American Wars—Part 1
(Part 1 of 3 parts)

Chapter: 4.06
Copyright © Michagl Bronson 2002

For the ease of reading, | have divided this subject
into three chapters. Thethree chapterscover:

B Someinteresting history of thesewars
B Graphsof themortality ratesof Americanwars
B Statisticsused to makethe graphs

During the Civil War, General Sherman madethe
profound statement, “War isHell.” Anyonewho
hasactualy fought in combat understandsthat this
was probably the most understated comment of the
century. Thereisno“glory” inwar. Evenwhen
war istotally necessary and wearefightingto
defend our country (likeinWW2), war isstill ugly,

s ckening, and repugnant.

Therearenowinnersinwar, only losers. The
“winners’ inawar arenot determined by whowon
the battles, but by wholost theleast. Eventhe
“winners’ suffered tremendouslosses. Look at my
chapter Thereare NowinnersinWar for more
information about this.

Most wars are senseless, stupid and avoidable.
They areashameful waste of precioushumanlife.
If you read my chapter Thereare Nowinnersin
War, you will seethat | am not an “ antiwar pro-
testor.” | believeinastrong military and national
defense. History hasrepeatedly shown usthat any
country with aweak defenseisinviting aggression.
| dso believeintheunfortunate need to defend the
defensd ess(whenthereissolid evidencethat
wholesalemurder and tortureistaking placein
another country).

Genera Patton madethe historic statement, 1 hear
alot of c*** about what agloriousthingitistodie
for your country. Itisn'tglorious; it'sstupid. You
don’'t gointo battleto diefor your country, you go
into battleto makethe other b****** diefor his
country.”

When weread about death statistics, we usualy
forget that each soldier killedisalifejust likeyours
and mine. Wealsoforget that every timeasoldier
iskilled, about 12 other people'slivesare pro-
foundly affected. Unfortunately, akey ingredient of
winning awar iskilling someonedse' sfather,
brother, or husband before hekillsyou.

Thefirst threegraphs (inthe next chapter) provide
aninterestinglook at former Americanwars. As
you can see, smply looking at the raw numbers of
soldierskilled (graph 1) doesnot tell thewhole
story. Graph 2 showsthat certain warshave
destroyed large portions of our military. Graph 3
comparesthe number of soldierskilled tothetotal
U.S. population

Another way of comparing thelethalnessof awar is
tolook at the average number of soldierskilled
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each day (graph4). Thisnumber of course, isonly
anaverage. INWW?2, for example, themajority of
our soldierswerekilledinthelast year of thewar.

Thereissomeguesswork inthecreation of these
graphs. Determining the beginning and end of awar
isnot assmpleasyouwouldthink. Usualy, awar
is“triggered” by an event, yet it may bedays,
weeks, or even monthsbeforethe country decides
togotowar. Following are someexamplesof this
problem:

‘When did the Civil War actualy start? South
Carolinaseceded from the Union on December 20,
1860. Yet, war “officially” began onApril 12, 1861
when the Confederatesfired on Fort Sumter.

-Doeswar start the day acountry isattacked or
when Congress*“declareswar.” Pearl Harbor was
attacked on December 7, 1941, but Congress
didn’'t declarewar until the next day. (It should be
noted that Congressnever “ declared war” on
Koreaor Vietham.)

Whilesomewarserupt quickly, othersbrew
dowly. When awar takessevera yearsto esca-
late, how do you determinethe starting date? Long
beforetheVietnam War “ started,” President
Truman sent 35 military advisorsto Vietnam. By
1963, the numbersincreased to 1,500.

OnAugust 2, 1964, aU.S. destroyer was* at-
tacked” inthe Gulf of Tonkin. (Recordsnow
indicatethat partsof the attack werefabricatedin
order togiveusa“Pearl Harbor.”) Asaresult of
the attack, the Gulf of Tonkin Resolution was
passed. The Gulf of Tonkin Resolution is consid-
ered theofficial beginning of theVietnamWar. (It
should be noted that neither the K orean War or the
Vietnam War wereactudly called“wars.” They
werecalled “policeactions’ or conflicts.)

-Doesthewar end when oneside saysit surrenders
or whenthe Peace Agreement issigned? On
August 14, 1945 Japan announced it would surren-
der. Yet, it took 19 daysto hammer out theterms
of surrender. Thesurrender document wasn't

signed until September 2, 1945.

1f amgjor battle takes place after apeace agree-
ment issigned, arethe dead considered “war
casualties?” TheWar of 1812 officially ended on
December 24, 1814 after the Treaty of Ghent was
signed. Unfortunately, 15 dayslater, the British fleet
(unawarethe war had ended) attacked New
Orleans. Over 1,500 British soldiersdied.

Whenyou get to the actual raw numbersin part 3,
youwill find two groupsof deaths. “battle deaths’
and “non-battledeaths.” Thedifferencebetween
thetwo isnot alwaysasclear asyou would think.
For exampl e, thefollowing deathsareusudly
considered * non-battle deaths.”

-A soldier isonatraining missonin Nevadaand he
iskilled when hishelicopter crashesbecause of
mechanica problems.

-A soldier isbeing flown to an on-going battleand is
killed when hishelicopter crashesahdf-milefrom
thefront linesbecause of mechanicd problems.

-Six helicoptersareflying on acovert mission deep
behind enemy lines. The secrecy of themission
requiresthey fly under very dangerous conditions
(very tight formation at night with nolights). Two
helicopterscrashinto each other; killingal on
board.

-A German U-Boat torpedoesaship transporting
soldiersfromtheU.S. to England. Thereareno
urvivors.

-A soldier onthefront linesisforcedtoliveina
foxholefor severa weeks. Hediesfrom diseases
brought on by unsanitary water and living condi-
tions. Insomewars, more soldiershavedied from
diseasethan from actua battleinjuries. Infact, two
thirdsof the Civil War deathswerefrom disease.

It'sunderstandablethat military plannersdon’t want
to skew combat statisticswith unrel ated degths.
Yet, themilitary deliberately triesto keep “ combat
deaths’ aslow aspossiblein order to hidethetrue

@
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lossesfromthepublic.

Inmy opinion, if it weren't for thewar, most of
these peoplewould not havedied. Althoughthese
people may not have died directly from the hands of
theenemy, they definitely died inthe service of
defending their country inatimeof war. Therefore,
| haveincluded thesenumbersin my statistics.

Being captured and held as Prisoner of War

(POW) meant different thingsin different wars. For
example, youwere10timesmorelikely todieasa
POW inthe Korean War than youwerein WW1.
Some countries, such as Japan, wasnotoriousfor
killing itsPOWSs. Other countries, suchasKorea,
werenotoriousfor itsunhedthy living conditions.

Documentsdiscovered after thefall of the Soviet
Union hasprovided somechillingrevelations. Not
all of our POWswerereturned to usafter thewars
(WW2, Korean War, and the Vietnam War). Asit
turnsout, the Soviet Union took possession of
some of our POWsand listed them as dead.
Althoughthereisnoindication any of themaredive
today, documents show someof themlived for
decadesin Russian prisons.

Except for the past 100 years, direct battle deaths
inwarswere actually quitelow. Warswerenot the
carnage machinesthey aretoday. For themajority
of history, most warswerefought with hand-held
weaponslike clubs, spears, and arrows. Some of
thelarger and moreadvanced armies(likethe
Roman Empire) used larger weaponssuch as
catapults.

Although theseweaponswerequite deadly, their
usedidn’t create massive deaths on the battlefield.
Most of thedeathsin thesewars (whichwere
sometimesvery high considering the population
sizes) were brought on by disease and living condi-
tions. Large concentrationsof soldierscreated
contaminated water and unsanitary living conditions.
This, inturn, brought diseasesthat quickly spread
through the crowded camps. Evenminor cutsand
woundswere often fatal because of infection.

Today, improved sanitary conditions, antibiotics,
evacuation helicopters, and mobilemedica units
havegresatly increased thesurvival rate. If it had not
been for the devel opment of high explosivesand
high-speed ddlivery systems, war deathswould
havedropped substantialy.

High explosiveshavechanged everything. Asingle
bomb can kill dozensor hundreds of people.
Destruction that used to take weeks can now be
doneinhours. “Battlefield deaths” have skyrock-
eted. (Nuclear weapons, of course, can causefar
moredestruction.) Although technology hasgrestly
reduced secondary deaths, it hasgreatly increased
battlefield desths.

When high explosivesweredeveloped inthelate
1800s, many people thought warswould be made
obsolete. Many peopl e (including the devel opers)
felt that these highly destructive bombswoul d deter
countriesfrom going towar. They thought nobody
would befoolish enoughto gointo afull war with
thesetypesof weapons. Unfortunately, they were
wrong.
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Mortality Rates of American Wars—Part 2
(Part 2 of 3 parts)

Chapter: 4.07

Copyright © Michael Bronson 2002

For theease of reading, | have divided thissubject into three chapters. Thethree chapterscover:
Someinteresting history of thesewars

Graphsof themortality ratesof Americanwars
Statisticsused to makethe graphs

Graph 1: Number of soldierswho died during thewars.
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Graph 2: Number of soldierswho died compared tothe
number of soldierswho served during thewars.
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Graph 3: Number of soldierswho died compared
tothe U.S population
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Graph 4: Thenumber of soldierskilled each day
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Graph 5: Number of soldierswho served
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Graph 6: Soldierswho served (% compared to the U.S. population)
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Graph 8: Number of POWs
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Graph 9: Number of POW deaths
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Graph 10: The% of POWswho died during captivity
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Mortality Rates of American Wars—Part 3

Chapter: 4.08

Copyright © Michael Bronson 2002

(Part 3 of 3 parts)

For the ease of reading, | have divided thissubject into three chapters. Thethree chapterscover:

Someinteresting history of thesewars

Graphsof themortality ratesof Americanwars

Statistics used to makethe graphs

General Satistics of American Wars

Battle Non-battle Total # of American

Name of the War Year deaths deaths soldiers Population
AmericanRewolution 1775-1783 4,435 217,000 2,500,000
War of 1812 1812-1815 2,260 286,730 7,300,000
Indian Wars 1817-1898 1,000 106,000 17,000,000
Mexican Wars 1846-1848 1,733 11,550 78,718 23,000,000
Civil War -Union 1861-1865 140,414 224,097 2,213,363 22,000,000
Civil War -Confederate 1861-1865 74,524 59,297 1,050,000 9,000,000
Spanish American War 1898-1899 385 2,061 306,760 76,000,000
\World War 1 1917-1918 53,402 63,114 4,734,991 100,000,000
\World War 2 1940-1945 291,557 113,842 16,112,566 135,000,000
Korean War 1950-1953 33,686 20,560 5,720,000 155,000,000
Vietnam War 1964-1975 47,410 42,788 9,200,000 200,000,000
Gulf War 1990-1991 148 1,149 2,322,332 250,000,000

Deaths (%) compared to soldiers and U.S. population

Name of the War

Percentage of deaths
compared to the total
number of soldiers (%)

Percentage of deaths
compared to the U.S.

population (%)

American Rewlution 2.04 0.1774
War of 1812 0.79 0.031
Indian Wars 0.94 0.0059
Mexican Wars 16.87 0.0578
Civil War -Union 16.47 1.6568
Civil War -Confederates 12.74 1.4869
Spanish American War 0.8 0.0032
World War 1 2.46 0.1165
World War 2 2.52 0.3003
Korean War 0.95 0.035
Vietnam War 0.98 0.0451
Gulf War 0.06 0.0005
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Post Vietham Combat Casualties

Conflict Year Combat Deaths

Lebanon 1982-1984 254

Grenada 1983 18

Libya 1986 2

Panama 1989-1990 23

Somalia 1992-1993 29

Deaths of POWSs
Died while a
War # of POWs POW Percentage
WWI 4,120 147 3.6%
WW?2 130,201 14,072 10.8%
Korea 7,140 2,701 37.8%
Vietnam 772 144 18.7%
Persian Gulf 23 0 0.0%
Somalia 1 0 0.0%
The Number of Soldiers killed each day
# of deaths
Name of the War Beginning End # of days per day

AmericanRewolution July 4, 1776 Sept. 3, 1783 2,615 1.7
War of 1812 June 18, 1812 Dec. 24, 1814 887 2.9
Civil War -U April 12, 1861 April 9, 1865 1,457 96.4
Civil War -C April 12, 1861 April 9, 1865 1,457 51.2
Spanish American War April 25, 1898  Dec. 10, 1898 259 1.5
World War 1 April 6, 1917 Nov. 11, 1918 404 132.2
World War 2 Dec. 7, 1941 Sept. 2, 1945 1,365 213.6
Korean War June 25, 1950 July 27, 1953 1,128 29.9
Vietnam War Aug. 2, 1964 Jan. 27, 1973 3,098 15.3
Gulf War Aug. 2, 1990 April 6, 1991 248 0.6
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The % of soldiers served compared to the U.S. Population

# of deaths
Name of the War Beginning End # of days per day
AmericanRewolution July 4, 1776 Sept. 3, 1783 2,615 1.7
War of 1812 June 18, 1812 Dec. 24, 1814 887 2.9
Civil War -U April 12, 1861 April 9, 1865 1,457 96.4
Civl War -C April 12, 1861 April 9, 1865 1,457 51.2
Spanish American War April 25, 1898 Dec. 10, 1898 259 1.5
World War 1 April 6, 1917 Nov. 11, 1918 404 132.2
World War 2 Dec. 7, 1941 Sept. 2, 1945 1,365 213.6
Korean War June 25, 1950 July 27, 1953 1,128 29.9
Vietham War Aug. 2, 1964 Jan. 27, 1973 3,098 15.3
Gulf War Aug. 2, 1990 April 6, 1991 248 0.6
U.S. Population from 1610 to 2000
Year Population Year Population Year Population
1610 350 1750 1,170,800 1880 50,155,783
1620 2,300 1760 1,593,600 1890 62,947,714
1630 4,600 1770 2,148,100 1900 75,994,575
1640 26,600 1780 2,780,400 1910 91,972,266
1650 50,400 1790 3,929,214 1920 105,710,620
1660 75,100 1800 5,308,483 1930 122,775,046
1670 111,900 1810 7,239,881 1940 131,669,275
1680 151,500 1820 9,638,453 1950 150,697,361
1690 210,400 1830 12,866,020 1960 179,323,175
1700 250,900 1840 17,069,453 1970 203,302,031
1710 331,700 1850 23,191,876 1980 226,545,805
1720 466,200 1860 31,443,321 1990 248,709,873
1730 629,400 1870 39,818,449 2000 281,421,906
1740 905,600




