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God’'s“Will” Versus
God’'s“Work”

Chapter: 5.01
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1984 -2002

| don’t know who penned the phrase, “ It isgood to
dotheLord swork, but better still todo Hiswill,”
but | loveit. Just becauseapersonisinvolvedina
good Christian service does not mean heisdoing
what God wantshimto do. Unfortunately, the
difference between God' swill and our will (whenit
comesto Christian service) can sometimesbevery
difficult to see. Althoughthesedifferencesmay
appear subtle, they are, nevertheless, very impor-
tant.

Thebasic difference between God'swill and God's
work iswhenwearedoing God'swill, Godis
working through our livesto do Hiswork. How-
ever, when wearedoing God'swork, we are acting
on our own leading to accomplishaChrigtian
project. Inother words, although our work may be
for agood cause, wearestill doing our ownthing.

Instead of saying, “ God, please show mewhat you
want meto do next,” some Christianssay, “Lord,
thisiswhat | am goingtodofor you. Pleasebless
it.” Wemust limit oursalvestotheministriesthe
Lordwantsusto bein, not the ministrieswe want
tobein. Godwill giveyouthedesiretodo His
work.

Our will isprobably one of thelargest factors
hindering God fromworkinginour lives. Our will
must step aside before God cantakefull control of
our lives. A minister once paraphrasedthelLord’s
prayer (Matthew 6:9-13) by saying, “... Thy
kingdom comeand my kingdommust leave. Thy
will bedoneand my will must besmashed.” There
isnothing moreimportant than God'swill, andit can
only befound by denying my will.

After peopleareexposed to your
ministry, arethey left thinking more
about you or about Jesus?

“Hehasblood-poisoningin hisleft arm,” my doctor
whisperedtomy mom. “He'll havetogotothe
hospital.” After steppinginto another room, the
doctor said, “Thevein abovehiselbow isseptic
andtheinfectionismoving up toward hisshoul der.
If it getspast hisshoulder, it'll movequickly tohis
heart and he'll die. We only have about aday to
bring theinfection under control with medication. |
want to be honest with you, Mrs. Bronson, thereis
agood possihility we' regoing to haveto ampu-
tate.”

My mother washorrified. Many fearscrossed her
mind as she contempl ated this seven-year-old
growing up without anarm. Sherealized, of
course, there have been many children who have
overcome handicaps more severethan this, but she
wanted to spare metheemotiona pain. My mother
wasnot asconcerned with thephysical limitations
asshewaswith the emotional traumathat would
follow. Sheknew how cruel kidsat school canbe
and shewould havegiven her ownarmif it were
possble.

A battlebegantoragewithinmom’ssoul. Shefelt
so helpless. Sheknew shewould not haveinner
peace until shecommitted the problem to God, but
shejust could not let go. My mother struggled all
day andintothenight. Findly, sitting inthe back of
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the hospital chapel, she surrendered everything.
Shecommittedit al to God and wasnow willing to
accept whatever Hehad in mind. Peacerushed
into her soul as shereturned to the center of God's
will.

Mom opened her Bibleand thefirst verse she saw
wasPsalms 34:20, “He keepeth al hisbones; not
oneof themisbroken.” Shebegantoweep. She
now knew | would not losemy arm. God was
telling her al Hewas seeking wasthefreedomto
dowhatever Hewanted. Once shewaswillingto
giveHim her al, Hegave meback to her. My mom
realized the context of thisverseisactudly a
prophecy of Jesusonthecross, but God useditina
specia way in her timeof need.

Atthetime, | wasunaware of the strugglemy
mother wasgoing through. Needlesstosay, | am
glad shegot things squared away with God without
alengthy battle. | toolearned something fromthis
experience. Uptothispoint | wasafraid of shots,
however, anurseat the hospital gracioudy helped
meover thishurdle. Onmy first night, shegaveme
somemedicineand | showed my appreciation by
givingit back. Of course, it looked somewhat
differentwhen | returnedit to her.

Furious, thenurseyelled at me, “Young man, | have
awholegallon of thisstuff and I’ Il keep givingitto
you until you decideto keep it down!” | do not
know what made her think it brought megreat
pleasureto toss-my-cookies, but | was not about to
try totell her otherwise. Knowing my fear of
needles, shetried persuading meto cooperate with
threatsof ashot instead. To her surprise, | jumped
at the opportunity to avoid her wrathand asa
result, | overcamemy fear of needles. | redizethe
lesson | learned herehaslittlespiritud significance,
but | thought it would help bring back some of your
own childhood memories.

A problemwith doing the Lord’swork, asopposed
todoing Hiswill, isyou tend to rely moreon your
own strength and abilitiesto accomplish the Chris-
tiantask. Therefore, the needed spiritua power is
lacking. A maor danger of doing God swork with

your own strength isspiritua burnout. Thereason|
am emphasizing thisdanger isbecause piritua
burnout and marital breakdownishigh among
Chrigtianworkers.

Playing football is not very difficult, but if a person wants
to become an effective strategic player, his personal life
must step aside to make roomfor a higher level of
commitment and sacrifice.

This same principle applies to being an effective strategic
tool for God; our personal ambitions and dreams must
step aside so God can fill uswith His.

Itiseasy to get caught up inthe zeal of aChristian
project and | ose the perspective of proper priori-
ties. If aproject iscausing youto neglect the
spiritual or emotiona needsof your family, you are
doing something that isout of God'swill. Jack, a
man from Oklahoma City, devel oped one of the
largest youth clubsinthenationinthe mid 1960s.
Hedevoted virtualy al of hisfreetimeto buildthis
youth club. Yet, because he neglected hisfamily, his
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wife Carolyn had an emotiona breakdown and
even contemplated suicide.

From avintage Clint Eastwood movie, camethe
classcphrase, “ A good man knowshislimitations.”
Itisessential we understand our limitsand pace
ourselvesaccordingly. When atrack star isrunning
a10-kilometer race, hedoesnot runtheraceat full
gpeed. Runningat full speedwill depletehisenergy
prematurely, and hewill beunabletofinish. We
should approach our Chrigtian servicethesame
way. Weare not doing God any favorsby pushing
ourselvesbeyond our limits. We can dofar more
for God by livingalong, consstent Chrigtianlife
than by burning oursalvesoutinfiveyears.

Thereisan ancient Greek racewherethewinner is
not thefirst oneto crossthefinishline. Thewinner
isthefirst oneto crossit with historch till burning.
Sometimesweare so busy with life'sactivitiesthat
wearein danger of allowing thetorch of our
spiritud lifeto beextinguished. Thereisared
danger that wewill runtoo fast and will beunable
to keep our spiritual torchlit. Beawareof the
barrenness of busyness and the busynessof barren-
ness.

The game of bowling illustrates the need to give God ALL
of your life, not just part of it.

If you knock down 90% of the pins, you will receive 9
points, but if you knock down 100% of the pins, you

could receive up to 30 points.

Having balanced prioritiesnot only meanshaving
enoughtime, it aso meanshaving enough energy
and creativity. Todd was sentencedtoayear in
prison. To help himself passthetime, hedecided to
do somecreativewriting. Todd wasatalented
writer and hisfamily felt hismateria had the poten-
tial of being published. So, they suggested that he
go back and polishit. Todd said, “Although |
obvioudy haveplenty of time, | havealimited
amount of energy and creativity. If | wereto edit
my old materia now, | amafraid my current writing
would suffer greetly.”

Our families, jobsand Christian serviceadll requirea
certain amount of energy and creativity. God
expectsusto budget our resourcesand keep all
areasinbaance. Thepassing of time, by itsalf, can
causeamarriageto becomestale. Using our
imagination and creativity isnecessary to keep our
marriagesfreshand vibrant. If webecomeoverly
involvedinour job or Christian service, wewill be
tootired to work on our marriage.

Although many peopledo not redizeit, our families
arethefirst expression of our Christianwitness. If
our persondl livesand familiesarenot glorifyingto
Christ, we have no business seeking another area of
Chrigtian service. Wemust fulfill our first task
beforewe ask God for another. On the other end
of thespectrum, onceyour family isglorifyingto
Christ, you must spread your creativity to other
areasof Christianservice.

Thegreat basebal| star-turned-evangelist, Billy
Sunday, got hisstart working at theY MCA Center.
When hefirst started there, hewastold hehad to
work thesame scheduleasall theother Y Center
workers: 8a.m.to 10 p.m., Monday through
Saturday. (Thisdid notincludehistrave timeto
and fromwork.) | am not going to try to second-
guess God'sleading withthisdynamic Chrigtian. It
isquiteevident God's Spirit flowed through him
greatly inhislater years. However, | amuncertainif
itwasreally God'sdesirefor himto spend so much
timeaway from hiswifeand children histhreeyears
withtheY Center.
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Spiritual, emotional and marital burnout isoftenthe
result of unbalanced priorities. No matter how
urgent aneed seems, God will never lead you to
meet it, if doing sowill causeyou to greatly neglect
the needsof yoursalf or your family. Itisnot
honoringto Godtolabor intheLord' svineyard and
kill your ownvines. Wemust realizeweare prone
to becomeoveractivein our activities, both secular
and Christian. Thus, weneed to guard ourselves
againg thispitfall.

If you are too busy to pray and read the Bible,
you are busier than what God intends you to be.

Although we must exercise cautionin over-activity,
when God doeslead usinto aChristian work, we
should giveit our all. Nothing should bedonefor
theLord halfheartedly. HegaveHisbest tous, and
we should give our best to Him.

Whenweget involvedinaChristian project, we
must striveto be as effective and productive as
possible. We should not do just enough to get by,
but rather we should work to the best of our ability.
Thismeanssacrifice, commitment and preparation.
Inthegameof football, someplayersplay far
superior to others. Itisnot alwaysbecausethey
havemoreahilities, but oftenitissmply because
they try harder. They practice more, study more
and sacrificemore. Most playershavethe capacity
to play far better thenthey do. Theonly thing
holding them back istheir unwillingnessto pay the
price. Thequestionweneedto ask ourselvesis,
how much effort arewe putting forth?

Total commitment isnot working on many projects
halfheartedly, but giving our al toonly afew. The
need for total commitment isillustrated by the
simplegameof bowling. If youknock down 9 pins
(90%) you earn 9 points. Yet, if you knock down
just 1 more pin (making it 100%) you havethe
potential of earning 30 points.

Inbowling, thereisnot that much differencebe-
tween knocking down 50% and 90%. But, be-
tween 90% and 100% liesthe potential for winning
thegame. Thisprincipleparalelsour commitment
to God. You may have 50% or 90% of your life
committed to God, but thereal power comeswhen
you are committed 100%. It doesnot seem that
there should be that much difference between 90%
and 100%, but for somereason, thisisone of the
dynamic keystothe powerful, victoriouslife.
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TheLordsLeading

Chapter: 5.02
Copyright © Michaegl Bronson 1984 -2002

“| ought to tear you apart right now!” Daren
screamed at me. “I’mgoingto hit you so hard even
your kidswill be bornwith aheadache.” Obvi-
ously, Daren, the head of alocal gang, was unhappy
with me. | had just embarrassed him at asporting
eventinfront of somegirls.

| wasonly 16 at thetime, and since Daren was
planning on realigning my face, | decided to up the
anteby increasingtheintimidationfactor. | said, “I
haveno desireto fight you, but if you makeamove
onme, I'll cut into you likea180- pound Dober-
man Pinscher, ripping and tearing apart your face
andthroat!”

| relizeyou probably will not find thistechniquein

Dale Carnegi€e' sbook, Howto Win Friendsand
Influence People. Regardlessof theorigin, my
bluff worked because Daren left. Afterwards, while
walking home, afriend asked meto go swimming.
Althoughitwas11 PM and | wastired, hedid not
let up. Findly, hisunusua persistencewon out and
wewent swimming at anearby pool. Unbeknown
to my friend or me, Daren went and recruited help
from some other gang membersand set an ambush
for meonthetrail back to my home. They waited
45 minutes. | swam for about 47 minutes. Thus, |
arrived at theambush sSiteacouple minutes after
they had | eft.

God used Hissupernatural power to protect me. |
never would havefound out about this supernatura
intervention except for thefact another friend saw
them set up theambush. | am convinced God
supernaturaly intervenesin our livesmany times
each day, but usually He choosesnot torevedl it to
us

Another exampleof God'sintervention took place
when | wasacorrection officer at aprison. Itwas
3inthemorning whenaconfrontationwitha
prisoner erupted inthechow hal. Theangry
prisoner wasyelling and threatening me.

Ashe stepped toward mewith hisfist pulled back |
heard aloud bang. | looked over and saw alarge
metal door lying ontheground. Somehow al three
hingesbroke causing thedoor tofall.

Thisloud distraction defused the problemand
caused the prisoner to stand down. Hewas cuffed
and escorted to Temporary Hold without incident.
What surprised me about the door wasthe pivot
portion of the hingeswerevery thick, aninchanda
half thick. Whatever caused themalfunction
protected mefromafight. | canjustimaginemy
guardianangd saying, “Well, Mike sintrouble
again!” ashepushed thedoor over.

Godissupernatural and He often doesintervenein
our livesusing supernatural means. Hisinterven-
tions, though, areusually limited toleading us,
protecting usor supplying our needs. Seldom does
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God use supernatural signs, suchasaGideon's
fleece, todirect us. Obvioudy, making decisions
would beeasier if God did send lightning boltsasa
signof affirmation. Yet, for whatever reasons, God
haschosento limit Himself by abstaining fromthis
syleof leading.

Misunderstandings abound when we start to speak
of God'swill for our life. Weare often faced with
difficult decisonsregarding our future. Sometimes,
theanswersto these problemselude us. We often
wonder, “How can wedetermine God'sleading and
will for our lives?”’

God hasaperfect will for our lives, yet no onehas
ever comeclosetofulfillingit. Every timewesn,
we aretaken one step further fromwhat God
desiresfor us. Althoughwecan never bein God's
perfect will, we can accomplish Hispractical will.

Don't let your fear of the future rob you of your freedom
and put you in bondage

Many growing Christiansstrugglewith making sure
they arecompletely in God'swill. They want to be
positivethat every minor decisionlinesup exactly
withwhat God'sperfect planisfor their life. They
view God'swill asamapwith every decision
planned out for them. If afootstepismisplaced, it
iseither sinor thelossof agreat opportunity. This

strugglefor perfection causesgreat stress, agony
and bondage.

God givesusfreedom andflexibility toliveour lives
for Him. We need not know in advancewhich
footsteps God has chosen for us. Hewill direct our
paths, just trust Him. Aslong asour heartsare
tunedinto God'sdesires, our feet will follow His
leading.

Movieactorsaregiven scriptsto follow, but they
havegresat flexibility in how they follow them. The
number of stepsan actor takesto get fromthe
couchtothedoor isinsggnificant. The number of
breaths hetakes and the exact movement of his
armsand legsare seldom written in the script.
Severd actorsmay act out the same script, but
eachwill performit differently. Likewise, God has
ascript or planfor our livesand themany small
decisionswemakedo not affect our fulfillment of
God'swill.

Although we may not know God smgjor plansfor
our life, weareusualy aware of many small things
Godwantsustodo. These may besmall truths
gleaned from the Bible or wisdom obtai ned through
common sense. Common senseisthelittlevoice
that saysyou do not pray about buying that
$35,000 new Cadillac when you know you can
barely afford a$5,000 used Chevrolet.

) \ & always b@;p
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Reveding Hiswill directly throughthe Bibleisnot
theonly way God disclosesHiswill. Healsocan
guide usthrough His Spirit. Thecloser wearein
our walk with God, themore sensitivewearetothe
Lord'sdesires.

When | wasgrowing up, my mother had away of
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showing her approval or disapproval with her eyes.
| could oftenfollow her leading just by looking at
her eyes. Psalms32:8 says, “I will instruct theeand
teach theein theway which thou shat go; | will
guidetheewithmineeye.” Aswegrow senditiveto
God, wewill beled by Hissoft voice. John 10:4b
says” ... and the sheep follow him; for they know
hisvoice.” | alwayspray Godwill help meto hear
Hissoft gentlevoice so Hewill never havetoyell at
me. Psalms26:3 says, “Thouwilt keephimin
perfect peace, whose mind isstayed on thee,
because hetrustethinthee.” Althoughweshould
wak by faithand not by feelings, God can ill
direct usby giving usaninner peacewhenwemake
acorrect decision. A lack of inner peace may
signify you areeither not trusting the Lord or you
aremaking thewrong decision.

There are occasions where time is running out and we
are forced to make a major decision without knowing
God's will.

If we have committed the situation to God, we do not
have to worry about making the "wrong" decision and

messing up our lives.

Therearetimesinour liveswhen God's Spirit or
written Word does ot seemto giveany direction.
Someof thesedecisonsmay belife-dtering. They
could involve such decisionsaswhich house should
| buy or whichforeign country should | serveasa
missionary. Not knowing which directionto go can

cause much stressand frustration. Thethought,
“What if | makethewrong decision,” isaways
lurkingintheback of our minds. A fear of messing
up our livesand hindering our usefulnessfor Godis
ever present. Unfortunately, somesituationsrequire
adecisionlong beforewe have any clear direction.
Thislack of spiritua guidance seemsto leaveour
fateupto chance. Inthesetimesof uncertainties,
wecan still beassured God'swill isgoing to

prevail.

Proverbs3:5,6 says, “ Trustinthe Lord with al thine
heart, and lean not unto thine own understanding.
Inall thy waysacknowledge him, and he shal direct
thy paths.” Whenyoufully commit asituationto
God, Hewill taketheinitiativetofulfil Hiswill in
your life. Fully committing asituationto God does
not insurethat you will know thesolution; it just
promises God will lead you. You may or may not
be conscioudy aware of Hisleading. Thenexttime
you arefaced with adecision, commit it to God.
Hemay giveyou thewisdom to maketheright
choice. If Hedoesnot, you can still be assured
Godwill successtully direct your life. Evenif you
makethewrong choice, God will still work al
thingstogether for good.

Jerry was having blueprintsdrawn up for thedream
house hewanted to build. Sincethehousewasa
few feet too widefor thezoning, heneeded a
variance. After threefailed attemptsat getting the
variance, hegaveup ontheorigina plansand had a
totally different housebuilt. Today, Jerry will tell
you thefailureto secureavariance wasthe best
thing that could have happened. Thehouse helives
innow isfar better than hisoriginal plan. 1f you
have committed asituation to God and aremoving
inthewrong direction, God will closedoorsand
forceyoutoturnintheright direction.

We need not be pressured by afear of making the
wrong choice. If weask God for Hisguidance, He
will openand closedoorsto ensureHiswill is
fulfilled. Psams37:23 says, “ The steps of thegood
man areordered by theLord, and hedelightsin His
ways.” If wecontinually commit our futureto God,
Hewill guideand direct our steps.
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The Many Faces of
M otivation

Chapter: 5.03
Copyright © Michaegl Bronson 1984 -2002

Thetanksworked their way through the battered
streets. Fighting had been heavy throughout
France. After what seemed likean eternity, the
Nazishad finaly been driven back. TheAmerican
soldiershad fought bravely inwhat waslater known
asthe“Battleof theBulge.” Now, fatiguewas
evident, but moralewashigh; the hard-fought battle
wasfinaly over. Many of these soldiershad gone
aboveand beyondthecal of duty, risking their lives
to protect agroup of Americans (including my
father) who had been cut off and surrounded by the
Germans.

However, not al the soldierswere ashonorable.
Conrad washeavily involved inthe black market.
Hemadeatremendous profit selling medical

supplies, tobacco, liquor and other products of
“necessity.” Conrad could not wait to moveinto
thennewly occupied territory. Therecent battles
have created ademand for some of hismerchan-
dise. Theheavier thefighting, thegreater the
demand. To Conrad, war wasgreat business.

Therearemany reasonswhy apersonjoinsthe
military. Somesoldiersjoin out of loyalty or
patriotismto their country. Othersjointo make
tremendous profitsthrough the black market, and
othersjoinjust for “thethrill of it.”

Chrigtianstoo, havemany differing reasonsfor
performing their Chrigtian service, and unfortunately,
some of these motivesare not Christ-centered.
Many peopleareinvolvedin Christian service
becausethey love Christ and want to glorify him.
However, monetary gain, praise, or recognition
motivates some Christianworkers. Othersdoit
becausethey fed empty and want to bring fulfill-
ment intotheir life. 1t makesthem fed important
and needed.

At the Judgement Seet of Chrigt, thetrue motivesof
our good workswill beexposed. Our good works
donewith pure motiveswill be separated from our
good worksdonewith impuremotives. Wewill
then berewarded only for the good works done
with proper motives, not for the onesdonewith
improper motives.

Donating money to churchisagood example of
differencesin motivation. Let’sconsider two
different peoplewho put $500 into thechurch
offering plate. Thefirst Christian quietly placeshis
money intheplateout of hislovefor Christand his
desireto seethe gospel sent out. The second
Chrigtian flasheshismoney beforethosestting
around him because hewantsto impressthem and
draw attentionto himsalf. Themotivesof thefirst
believer are pureand hewill recelve great rewards
for hisdeed. Themotivesof the second believer
aresdlfishandimpure. Hewill receiveno eterna
rewardsfor hisdeed.

A maor Pro-Liferdly hadtaken placein Tim's
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hometown and thelocal newspaper did not even
mentionit. Timwasangry because hefelt the paper
wasbiased and unfair intheir coverage. When he
approached the editor, hewastold thereasonit
was not mentioned was because they needed to be
notified two weeksinadvance. “ Two weeks
notice,” Tim snapped. “You meantotell meyou
haveto have two weeks notice before you will
cover anairplanecrash!”

Thetwo argued back and forth for half an hour,
taking jab after jab at each other. Finaly, feeling
total disgust and contempt, Tim stormed out of the
room. Hewasangry because hefelt God's people
weregettingaraw deal. Thereis, of course, a
“holy anger,” an anger when the people of God
suffer agraveinjustice. Thisanger, though, should
alwaysbedirected toward the sinand not the
sinner. We should hatethesin and lovethesinner.

The motivations of some Christian workers
are highly questionable.

When doing the Lord swork and thingsdon’'t go
right, doyou get angry? If you do, think of the
reason of your anger. God requiresustofollow His
leading to the best of our ability, but He never asks
usto ensureitssuccess. In1 Corinthians3:6,7,
Paul saysthat while some peopleareto plant and
othersaretowater, itisGod who bringsthe
growth. Inother words, the successof aprojectis

God'sresponsbility and not ours. If weget angry
whenweruninto problems, it may very well mean
theproject isoursand not God's.

Anger, inturn, will cause usto be carelessand
vulnerable. Policemen, in particular, haveto guard
againgt taking insultspersondly. They haveto
understand that most insultsare not directed at
them, but againgt the“ system.” Moreimportant,
they haveto understand if they takeaninsult
persondly, their judgment becomesdistorted and
the problem can quickly escalate. Experienced
street fighterstake advantage of thisphenomenon.
They will say or do something that will maketheir
opponent angry, thereby causing the opponent to
lash out carelesdly. Satan, of course, ismuch more
cunning that any human, and heemploysthese
conceptseven morewisaly than humans. Remem-
ber thewarning writtenin Ephesians4:26-27: “Be
angry andsinnot ... Neither give placeto thedevil .

Chrigtianshavevarying opinionson how God will
reward usfor our good works oncewe get to
Heaven. | believethat when wearrivethere, we
will not view rewardswith the same selfish perspec-
tivethat wedo now. Wewill not be comparing our
rewardswith thosearound us. Our rewardswill
havevalueto usonly becausethey honor Christ.

Our rewardsare not strictly an accumulation of
crownsand jewels. Whenwearrivein Heaven, our
heartswill be set fully on Jesusand wewill want to
giveHimall theglory. Wewill nolonger struggle
withour old natureor itsselfish desires. | believe
themain portion of our rewardswill be our capacity
toglorify God. Just asthe moon reflectsthelight of
thesun, wewill reflect theglory of the Son of God.
Themoreapersonlivesfor Christ hereon Earth,
thegreater will behiscapacity toglorify Christin
eternity. Themoon hasno light of itsown, and
likewise, wewill havenoglory of our own.

Purely speaking, our only motivesfor Christian
service should be our lovefor Christ and our desire
tobring Himglory. 2 Corinthians5:14asays, “ For
theloveof Christ congtrainethus.” Our servicefor
Christisamanifestation of our affectionandlove
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for Christ. Our goa should beto cultivatean
intimaterel ationship with Jesus Christ, which
includesdoing thingsweknow will pleaseHim.
Our desireshould beto get ascloseaspossibleto
Him, not how much we can get from Him.

When | wasat Bible School, afriend of minewas
involvedinseveral Chrigtian projectsbecausehe
wanted to stockpilerewardsin Heaven. Oneday,
he overheard some studentstalking about Revela-
tion4:10. When heheard thewords, “ And they
cast their crownsbeforethethrone,” heredlized
that hismotiveswerewrong. Hewasseekingthe
giftinstead of the Giver.

Though some Chrigtianshavelived anunfruitful life
and will receiveonly afew heavenly rewards, | do
not think they will feel lacking or incomplete. All
believerswill befilledtothe r fullest capecity.
Visualizetwo containerssitting on atable. Oneisa
smdl glassand theother isagallonjug. Fill both
containersto thetop, and you havetwo containers
that arecompletdly filled, lacking nothing. Likewise
inHeaven, dl believerswill befilled to thetopwith
theglory of God.

Take a spiritual inventory of yourself to determine

what your motivations are for serving Christ. You

may be able to put on a mask and fool others, but
you cannot fool God.

Recent scandal s of religious|eadershave exposed
theimpure motivesof some Christians. Money,
power and prestige arejust afew of theseimpure

motivesthat have surfaced. However, guilt, empti-
nessor desiresto feel needed arejust asimproper
amotiveasmoney or power. Evenadesireto
reach alost and dying world should not be our
primary motivation. Our lovefor Christ and desire
to glorify God must motivate us; our visionfor alost
world only directsus.

When our desireof glorifyingand loving Christ
becomesthe motivating factor in our life, wewill no
longer be doing Christian worksfor our own
persona gain. Thesuccessof our lifeisnolonger a
primary concern. We can now look to Jesusasthe
author and finisher of our life. Webecomevessals
willing to be used wherever and however God
desires.
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Finding the Elusive
Will of God

Wouldn't it be nice if God's leading
wasthis clear?

Chapter: 5.04
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1984 -2002

Finding thewill of God for our livescan often be
elusve, confusing and difficult. 1t may besomething
assmpleas, “Should | buy thiscar?’ or it could be
aslifedtering as, “ Should | takethisjob?’ or
“Should | gointotheministry?” God hasapersonal
interestinour lives. Heisconcerned about our well
being and our future. Moreimportant, Hehasa
wonderful planfor our lives.

Although Godissovereign, hehasgivenusafree
will to accept or rgject Him. Thisnot only applies
tosalvation, it aso appliesto Hisplanfor our lives.
God hasa“ perfect will” or planfor us. However,
because of sin and disobedience, most of usdon’t
even comecloseto reaching that potential. The

morewelivein disobedience, thefarther wemove
from God'sperfect will. BesidesHisperfect will,
God asohasa*practical will” for us. Thisisthe
plan God hasfor uswhichtakesinto account all
thosethingswegave up by not following His

perfectwill.

How doesonefind thewill of God? It seemsto be
such acomplicated and elusive question. For
whatever reason, God usualy keepsmost of His
will amystery. | can see somereasonswhy it
would be advantageous not to know my whole
future. However, it would beniceif Hewould
show memorethan acouplestepsat atime.
Nevertheless, God’ swaysaretruly superior.
Therefore, we should not dwell on Hismethods but
learntowalk in accordance with what He has
shownus.

Beforewegointo the processof learning God's
will, itisimportant to understand wemust do God's
work onestep at atime. 1f wedo not takethefirst
step, God usually will not show usthe second step.
Too often we are seeking God'sdirectionfor a
magor decison but arefailingtotakethesmall steps
Hehasaready shownus. We must beobedientin
thesmall things beforewe can expect God to direct
usinthebigones.

Finding thewill of God isamultifaceted subject that
can barely be coveredinabook, let aloneacouple
chapters. However, thereare somebasic principles
that can bevery helpful. Inthefollowing chapter, |
haveoutlined six stepsinfinding God' swill for your
life. Insummary, itisaprocessof aigning your
heart withGod's.

Totruly know God'sheart, you haveto hear Him
speak. Therearefour basic ways God speaksto
us. They are:

1) Thewritten Word of God (Bible)

2) Hissoft quiet voiceinour heart (Holy Spirit)
3) Circumstancesinour lives

4) Experiencesof other believers.

Itisimportant to point out while God often uses
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circumstances and the experiences of othersto
communicate Hisintentionsto us, the Bibleisthe
fina authority. Experiencesor feelingsthat contra-
dict theBiblearenot thewill of God.

Since knowing the Word of God isthesinglemost
important factor infinding God'swill, | decided to
bathe myself with the Bible. | purchased the
dramatized NIV Bibleontape. | listenedtothe
tapesinthe car, on breaksat work, in my work-
shop at home, etc. | look forwardtolistening tothe
tapesand | feel disappointed when | am unable.
Thedramatized New Testament has been produced
on compact disk (14 CDs), and sincemy player
holds6 CDsI canlistento 7 hoursof the Bible
without touching the stereo. ListeningtotheBible
ontapeisnot asubstitutefor in-depth Bible studies,
but it doesprovide an efficient way to continua ly
exposemyself to God'sprinciples. It aso provides
mewith excellent examplesof how God hasled
other believers.

TheBibleontape comesin severa formats. For
example, you can buy either the King James
Version or New International VVersion ontapeor
CD. Dramatized versonsareavailablefor both the
KJV and NIV. Thedramatized versionsarestill the
Bibleverbatim, but whenever thereare conversa-
tions, you hear multiple speakers. When appropri-
ate, you hear background sounds such aswater,
birds, etc. You canevenfeel theemotioninthe
voicesof the speakers. 1nthebook of Job you can
hear the bitternessand lament in Job’svoice, and
themockery and condemnation in thevoicesof his
friends

Inthe past coupleyears| have gonethrough the
wholeBible 13 timesand the New Testament over
85times. | don’t bring thisupto brag, but rather to
show you how bathing yourself with the Word of
Godisaredistic possibility. You canbuy thewhole
Bible on tape (48 tapes) at adiscount pricefrom
Clifton Book Company (1-800-228-0939). At
thetimeof thisprinting, the costswere:

KJV $41.23
KJV dramatized $74.99

NIV $48.73
NIV dramatized $52.49

Another great sourcefor examplesof God'sleading
iIsMoody BiblelIngtitute'saudio seriescalled
Soriesof Great Christians. Asthetitleindicates,
thesetapes (about 4-10 hours per person) provide
dramatized stories of peoplewho havebeen greatly
used by God. Moody currently has46 series. |I've
included achapter entitled Soriesof Great Chris-
tiansto provide moreinformation on these exciting
stories.

Abascruleof thumbinfinding God swill isbe
obedient towhat God hasaready revealedtoyou
and grow whereyou are currently planted. Many
Christians makethe common mistake of expecting
God to providethem moreleading and guidance
even though they have not been obedient inwhat
God hasalready shownthem. Theseareoftenthe
small thingssuch asbeing truthful with others,
treating your matewith loveand respect, obeying
thelawsof theland (such astrafficlaws), maintain-
ing apurethought life, etc.

Therearetwo reasonswhy God wantsyou to be
obedient towhat He hasaready shownyou. First,
you must takethingsone step at atime. Whenyou
arewalking down apath in thewoods, you cannot
takeyour fifth step until you takethefirst four steps.
Likewise, whenyou arewaking down life' spath,
you cannot take step five until youtakethefirst four
steps. Alongwalk isaccomplished onestepat a
time. Sinceyou cannot perform future stepsuntil
you do the current one, God doesn’t usually show
you too many stepsat atime. InLuke 16:10, God
pointsout if youarenot faithful insmall things, He
will not entrust you with largethings.

The second reason you should be obedient to what
God has shown youisthe obediencefactor. Obe-
dienceissomething God desiresmore than most
other things. ItbringsHim pleasure. Infact, itis
oneof thefew thingswe own that Hefindsvalu-
able. Thepoor widow who gaveall shehadin
Mark 12:42illustratestheideathat giving God
possession and control of al wehaveisvauable
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and preciousto Him. Itisn’t theactual objectswe
giveHim, but our desiretogiveHimour al. Thisit
thereason ahalf-hearted gift to Godisnot pleasing
to Him, no matter what thesize.

Aswe can see, thekey isattitude, not objects.
Thisisthereason God places so much emphasison
obedience. When people are obedient to God's
leading, God poursout Hispower. Isragl’smarch-
ing around the city of Jericho didn’t bring downthe
walls. It wastheir obedienceto God.

To contrast the results of obedience and disobedi-
ence, God included in the Bible what happened
next at Jericho. God specificaly toldthelsraglites
in Joshua 6:18,19 not to take any of the spoils of
war from Jericho or it would bring trouble and
destructionto the camp. Yet, Achan disobeyed this
instruction and 36 |sraelitesdied inthe next battle at
Ai (Joshua?).

When Naaman wastold to dip into theriver Jordan
seventimesto curehimsdlf of leprosy, hewas
angry. Hefelt therewereother riversthat werefar
superior to the Jordan (2 Kings 5:11-14). How-
ever, after he completely obeyed, hewas cured.

Partial obedienceisnot pleasingto God. King Saul
wastold to destroy all theAmalekitesand every-
thing they owned. Instead of obeying God, he
gpared the king and the best sheep. Hesaid he
kept the sheep so he could make sacrificesto God.
God rebuked him and told him obedienceisbetter
than sacrifices (1 Samuel 15:22-23). To do what
God asksof usisfar moreimportant than doing
religiousthings. Another example of Saul’sdisobe-
dienceisin1 Samuel 13:7-14. Saul lost his
kingdom because hefailed to be obedient.

Another common mistakemadeby Christiansis
they oftenview “success’ from ahuman perspective
instead of from an eternal one. Success, inhuman
terms, isoften measured by thesize of aministry,
number of converts, and other tangible quantities.
Success, from God's perspective, isalifethat has
followed God'splan. Thebody principlein1Cor.
12:12-31 clearly pointsout if God plansfor youto

beaseemingly inggnificant toe, you areincredibly
successful if you areatoe. Atoeisnot glorifying
Godif ittriesto beahighly visibleeyeor mouth.

Two moreexamplesof thisprinciplearetheparable
of thetalents (Mat.25:15-30) and the parable of the
workersinthefield (Mat. 20:1-16). The parable of
thetalentshighlightstheissue of being productive
withwhat you aregiven. Godisnot goingto
measure you against the output of others, but
against what Hehasgivenyou. Inother words,
physical hardships, financia restraintsand geo-
graphical limitationswill not make aperson moreor
lesssuccessful in God'seyes. The parableof the
workersinthefieldisabout workerswho were
hired at different timesof theday. Whenit came
timeto be paid, those who worked one hour were
paid the same asthosewhoworked al day. This
parableindicates God viewstimeasany other
resourcethat you may have. If you havealot of
time, Heexpectsyoutouseit wisdly. If youare
givenonly alittletimehereon Earth, your rewards
will bebased on how you used it. A personwho
livesonly ashort time could havejust asmany
eterna rewardsas someonewho lived along and
fruitful life

Keepingdl of thisinmind, whowill receivethe
most eternd rewards: ahigh profileevangelist or the
grandmother who wasled by God to pray day and
night for theevangelist ever sncehewasachild?
Whenweget to Heaven | think wewill be surprised
by who actudly glorified God morewiththeir lives.
For thisreason, aperson paralyzed in an accident
should not fedl likehislifehasended. Intheeyesof
God, hislifecan bejust as*“ successful” and useful
asthe person whoisnot handicapped. Theeterna
rewardscan bejust asgreat. Thisisasothe
reason an old person whose body iscrippled and
racked with pain still hasvalueto God.

When | wasin Bible school weweretoldtowritea
paper on, “Why did God create mankind?’ |
thought the answer was obvious. God created us
because He wanted someoneto love and to be
loved. Hewanted acreaturethat would chooseto
loveHimout of hisownfreewill. After researching
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theBible, | found, although that wastrue, it was not
the primary reason. Hecreated usto bringglory to
Himsaf (Isaiah 43:7). Do astudy ontheword
“glory” and seetheimportance God placeson
being glorified by our actions.

Simply put, God'swill for usisto glorify Him.
Thus, to glorify God should beour primary godl.
Thisshould behigher than everything else, eventhe
important thingslikewitnessing. If wemake
glorifying God our primary god, then good works,
such aswitnessing, will bethenaturd fruit. We
should never make our ministry our primary god.
Thisisnot glorifyingto God.

How, then, do weglorify God? When Jesuswas
asked what wasthefirst and foremost command-
ment (Mat. 22:37-40), Heanswered, “Lovethe
Lordyour God with al your heart andwithal your
soul andwith al your mind.” Hefollowed that by
saying, “ Andthesecondislikeit, ‘ Loveyour
neighbor asyourself.”” If wetreat othersasour-
selves, wewould naturally reach out to the needs of
others. Wewould be concerned about their
Spiritua welfare.

We bring glory to God when our actions, words,
and thoughtsare consstent withwhat isinthe Bible.
Whilesomeapplicationsof thisare obvious, others
arenot. Weknow Godisnot glorifiedif we
commit adultery or murder. Weevenknow Heis
not glorifiedif our thought lifeisimpure. What
many Christiansfail to realizeistheway we con-
duct our Chrigtianministriesaso determinesif God
isglorified. If our motivesor methodsare not
Christ-centered, Godisnot honored. Theend
doesnot justify themeans. Godisnot glorifiedif a
personisso overly involved in hisministry that he
neglectsthe needsof hisfamily or doesnot have
timeto pray and read the Bible. Eventheway a
Chrigtian ministry treatsitsstaff and handlesits
money arefactorswhich determineif Godis
dlorified.

If our motivesand methods are Christ-centered,
then everything wedo can bring glory toHim. This
meanseven secular activitiessuch asdriving to
work, buying groceries, etc., areglorifying to God if

donewith thecorrect spirit. To put al thisin
perspective, onceyou correctly arrangeyour
prioritiesaccording to what God has shown you,
you arein God'swill and your lifehasgresat eternd
value. If youarewakingintheway God has
already shown you, Hewill show you the next step
for your lifewhenthetimeisright. If God chooses
not to reveal Hisnext steptoyou, thereisno
reason for you to bediscouraged or frustrated. If
you areadready in God'swill, you cannot be any
more successful in God'seyesthan you dready are.

Thelivesof Joseph, Mosesand Job are good
examplesof this. Josephwasbetrayed by his
brothersand sold into davery. After hislifetempo-
rarily got better, hewasfa sely accused and impris-
oned for twoyears. Itwas17 yearsfromthetime
Joseph was betrayed by hisbrothersto when God
revealed Hisplanto Joseph. Yet, if Joseph’sheart
and prioritieswereright (which it appearsthey
were) hislifewasjust as*successful” inthe eyesof
God during thoselonely yearsin prison.

When M oses became concerned about the He-
brews, hekilled an Egyptian and wasexiled. Itwas
forty yearsbefore God reveal ed to MosesHisplan
of freeing the Hebrews. I’ m sureduring thoseforty
yearsthereweretimeswhen Mosesfeltlikea
falure. Ashelivedinexile, heprobably feltlikehe
had blown the opportunity that God had given him.
Hehad ahigh positionin Pharaoh’s court, and
because of amoment of rage, it wasover. He
could no longer be of help to hispeople. For
whatever reasons, God choseto wait forty yearsto
revea Hisplanto Moses. If Moseshad hisheart
and prioritiesright, hisforty yearsinexilewere
successful intheeyesof God.

Joblost hischildren, wedlth, and hedlth. Hiswife
wasof no comfort and hisfriendswere highly
critical of him. Although hislifeappearedtobe
faling apart, hislifewas successful becausehewas
where God wanted him.

Insummary, grow inyour current location and be
obedient to thethingsHe hasalready shownyou. If
you areactively seeking God’swisdom, Hewill

reved Hisplanfor youinHistime.
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Six Sepsin Finding
God’ sWill

Chapter: 5.5
Copyright © Michaegl Bronson 1984 -2002

God doesnot usually show usHiswill by perform-
ing outward signs, such asaGideon’sfleece.
Rather, Heusually speaksto usthrough Hisquiet
inner voice. To hear thisvoice, wemust tune our
heartsto God'sheart. Our heartsarelike soil that
must be cultivated to befertileand responsive.

| have six stepsthat will prepareyour heart to be
sengtiveto God'sleading. Sincecultivating your
heart takestime, weeksor perhaps months, you
maly be performing many of the stepsat the same
time. Nevertheless, breaking down the processinto
Six separate stepsalowsyouto beableto visuaize
what’sneeded. Insummary, they are:

Step 1: Be obedient to what God hasaready

shownyou.

Step 2: Pray and continually seek God’swisdom
and guidancein everything you do.

Step 3: Rearrangeyour prioritiesso your primary
motivationistoglorify God.

Step 4: Saturate yourself with theWord of God.
Step 5: Learn from theexamplesof others.

Step 6: Getinvolvedinavariety of ministries.

Sep 1: Beobedient towhat God hasalready
shown you.

Thefirst thing we should do isbecome obedient to
the obviousthings, thethingsweknow we should
already bedoing. Thesearethecommonsense
thingsclearly spelled outintheBible. For example,
weknow we should not lie, cheat or steal. We
cannot expect God to reveal moreto uswhenwe
haven't followed what He hasaready shownus.

Before God givesyou directioninthe” important”
things, you must first be obedient withthesmall
thingshehasalready shownyou. Thisisthearea
wheremost of usChristiansfail. Wedon't redlize
God hasalready revealed Hisdesirefor usin so
many areas. |f wearenot obedient with thesmall
tasks, how can we betrusted with the larger tasks?

Probably most Christiansfed they arealready
obedient to the basi ¢ things God has shown them.
Yet, inredity, many of usfal short. For example,
do we aways speak thetruth or do we sometimes
conveniently leaveout vital informationto midead
someone? Arewecompletely truthful when wefill
out our tax returns? Do wereport errorswhen
mistakes have been madein our favor, such as
being given too much change? Do we obey the
lawsof theland, such as speed limits? Do wetithe?

Whenweareat work, dowegive our employers
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their money’sworth or do wetake extended coffee
breaks and make persond callson company time?
How do wetreat our mates? Isthetimeand
attentionwegiveour family honoring to God or
doesour work or ministry command ahigher
priority? How isyour thought life?

Thelist couldgoonandon, but I think you get the
point. Wemust befaithful withwhat wea ready
have. Obvioudy, because of our fallen nature, being
perfectintheseareasisanimpossibility. Yet, tothe
extent wearefaithful towhat Hehasshownus, He
will reveal moreof Hiswill.

Sep 2: Pray and continually seek God’s
wisdom and guidancein ever ything you do.

It hasbeensaid, “ A Christianisno greater than his
prayer life” Weshould continually pray and ask
God to blessand energize each areaof our ministry.
Wemust commit al rightsand control to God with
every issueweencounter. Besidesasking God for
Hispower, we should continually ask Godto give
uswisdom and guidancein everything wedo.

Many people makethe mistakeof thinking since
God dready knowsmy needs, Hewill automatically
meet them. Asl mentionedin earlier chapters, this
couldn’t befurther from thetruth. God wantsyou
to continualy cometo Him and be specific about all
your needs.

Anexampleof thisisGeorge Mueller’ sorphanage.
Although he had adeep love and concernfor
orphans, the main reason he started the orphanage
wasto show theworld God still performsmiracles
that rival themiraclesof the Bible. Theorphanage
wasto beashowcase of God'spower. Therefore,
hefeltled of Godtolivefinancially oneday at a
time. When money camein above and beyond his
current needs, hesent it ontomissionaries. To
ensure God would receiveall of the credit and
glory, hemadeit apolicy to never ask for money or
eventell othersof hisneeds.

AsMuedller prayed for the material needsof the
orphanage, the suppliesmiraculoudy camein.
Now, it wastimeto open the orphanage. Tohis
surprise and frustration, no one showed up. He
wasdeeply depressed. That night, asheand his
wifetalked, they redlized astartling fact. They had
not specifically prayed for orphans. They prayed
for everything el se, but they had assumed God
would bring the children.

They prayed for orphansthat night and the next day
therewasaline of peoplewith orphansto drop off.
Many of them had storiesabout how they had
planned on coming the previousday, but were
detained. We should never assume God will meet a
need ssmply because He' saware of it. You must do
your part and ask God to meet it.

In every project you undertake you should continu-
ally seek God'swisdom and guidance. The story of
thenation of Isragl inverse Joshua9:1-18 empha
sizestheimportance of this. Isragl had just entered
the Promised Land and was enjoying tremendous
victory. God had promised them victory aslong as
they remained obedient.

God had told I srael to destroy every nationwithina
certain set of boundaries, and many of thetargeted
nationswere concerned. The peopleof Gibeon
knew they were going to be destroyed, so they
embarked onaplantotrick Israel intomaking a
peacetreaty withthem. Their plan wasto make
|srael think that they werefrom adistant country
and were not one of thetargeted nations.

They rode up to Joshuain old, worn-out clothing.
Thelr provisionsincluded worn out sacksand stale,
moldy bread. Without consulting the Lord, Joshua
concluded they were not one of thetargeted nations
and made apeacetreaty with them. Withinafew
dayslsrael found out they had been deceived. But,
itwastoo late. A treaty had been made and they
werenot permitted to destroy thisnation. Asa
result of Joshua serror, thisnation wasacontinua
thorninlsragl’sside. Inverse 14 the Bible specifi-
caly makesit apoint to say, “ Themen of |sragl
sampledtheir provisionsbut they did not inquire
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of the Lord.”

After the death of Moses, God madeit clear He
wouldlead thenation of Isradl through Joshua.
Althoughthisgodly man had aclosewalk with God
andwasprivilegedtoinformation not availableto
others, hestill wasrequiredto seek theLord's
direction beforemaking adecison. Joshuawas
carelessand it cost Israel grestly.

Itiseasy to become carelessand overconfident.
The story of Balaam'’stalking donkey (Num. 22:20-
35) providesasound warning about being careless.
Inthisstory, Balaam wasinstructed by God to meet
Balak. Onthreeoccasionsduring Balaam'sjour-
ney, theAngel of theLord stood in the pathway to
kill Bdaam. Eachtimehisdonkey took evasive
actionto stay out of harm’sway. Onthethird
occasion Balaam became so angry he started to
beat the donkey. Thisiswhen the donkey beganto
speak.

After the conversation with the donkey, theAnge of
the Lord appeared to Balaam and informed him the
donkey saved hislife. Godtold Balaaminverse 32
that Hewasgoingtokill him becausehewasbeing
“reckless.” Wehavenoideawhat Baaamdidto
make God so angry. Itisobviousthereismoreto
thisstory than what wasrecordedinthe Bible.
However, we do know Balaam wason hisway to
do somework for God when hewas chastised for
being reckless. Aswe set out to do God'swork,
wetoo should take care not to bereckless.

| try to makeit apoint at the beginning of each day
to ask God to provide me with wisdom and guid-
ancefor everything | will encounter throughout the
day. During theday, when | am faced with anew
issueor concern, | ask God for wisdomand
direction. Although | don’t seek God’swisdom for
everything | do, such as, “What gaspump should |
use?’ | try to cultivate my heart soit will beopento
Hisleadingevenonamdl “insgnificant” things.

Sep 3: Rearrangeyour prioritiessoyour
primary motivation istoglorify God.

God created usfor the purpose of bringing glory to
Himself. Our primary goa and focus should beto
bringHimglory. Everythingwedo should center
aroundthis. Even*“important” thingssuch as
witnessing and world evangelism should not be our
primary motivation. Asl mentionedinanearlier
chapter, itismuch better to do God'swill thanto
do God'swork.

Sep 4. Saturateyourself with theWord of
God.

Thereisno better way of knowing what’simportant
to God than by reading HisWord. TheBible
clearly states God' sposition onalarge number of
issuesand asystematic Biblestudy will reved many
of thesetoyou. However, thereare still many other
areasthat the Bibledoesnot addressdirectly. To
understand God'swill inthese areas, you must have
agood understanding of thewholeBible. A good
way to do thisisto continualy listento the Bibleon

tape.

Our spiritua walk islikeawhed that must be
perfectly balanced. Asthewhed iscentered onthe
axleour focal point should be centered on bringing
glory to God. If our desireisto glorify God, then
many of our prioritieswill automaticaly align
themselvesproperly.

Pictureawheel on an old cowboy wagon. Thehub
keepsthewheel centered ontheaxle. Thestronger
the hub the greater pressurethewheel canwith-
stand and still be correctly centered. The*hub” in
our spiritual wheel istheWord of God. Themore
we saturate oursel veswith theWord of God, the
better we can stay centered.

Sep 5: Learn from theexamplesof others
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TheBibletellsusinverse1 Cor. 10:1-11 weareto
learnfromthelivesof the peopleintheBible.
Study their livesand see how God directed them.
Learnfromtheir mistakesand victories. Thelives
of believerswho lived after the Biblewaswritten
can aso bearich source of examples. Think of
these people asgreat teacherswhowill enlighten
youintheir areaof expertise. Remember, of
course, anythingintheir livesthat contradictsthe
Bible should not befollowed.

Sep 6: Get involved in avariety of ministries

Exposing yourself to other ministriesnot only
increasesyour spiritua vision, but it also gives God
the opportunity to open and closedoors. If you
look at thelivesof powerful Christians, you'll find
many of themgot their start by “temporarily”
helping out inaministry which later becametheir life
work.

Evenwhen you havefound the ministry that you fed
Godisleading youinto, you should till get involved
inother ministries. Thiswill helpkegpyoufresh
andwill continually expand your spiritua vision.
Some suggest agood mix would beto spend 90%
of your time and energy onyour primary ministry
and 10% on other ministries.
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Soriesof Great Christians

Chapter: 5.06
Copyright © Michaegl Bronson 1984 -2002

In the chapter, How to Find the Elusive W I of
God, | madereferenceto “ Stories of Great Chris-
tians’ put out by Moody BibleIngtitute. Asmen-
tioned earlier, Storiesof Great Christiansare
dramatized audio storiesof Christiansfromthe past
600 years. Besidesbeing powerful testamentsthat
God dtill performsmiracleswhich canriva the
miraclesof theBible, these storiesarerichwith
examplesof God'sconcernfor usand His personal
interventioninour lives.

Origindly, | purchased someof thesestories
becausethey were enjoyable and entertaining to
listento. They wereagreat way to passthetime
when | wasdriving or working on aproject at
home. Sinceeach story lastsfour toten hours, |

had plenty tolistento.

However, after listening to severd stories, | began
toredizethey are morethan just awholesomeway
to passthetime. Thesetapesprovided valuable
lessonsin understanding how God leadsand
directs. Thepersondities, talentsand spiritual
visionsof the peoplein these storieswereusualy
quitedifferent from each other. Asaresult, listening
to alarge number of these stories provided mewith
awell-rounded view on how God worksinthelives
of believers.

My origind planwasto purchase storiesof theten
peoplel wasmost interested in. However, | ended
up purchasing al 46 stories. Withinayear, | had
lisgenedtodl of themtwice.

| Cor. 10:1-11 saysthe storiesin the Old Testament
werewritten for our example, so wewould not
makethe same mistakesthey made. Thesamecan
besaidfor thelivesof the believersfrom the past
few hundred years. Thereismuchwecanlearn
about God and how He dealswith Hischildren.

These storiesa so demonstrate God truly doesuse
theweak and foolish to confound the strong and the
wise. These Chrigtianswerefar from perfect, both
physicaly and spiritudly. Althoughthey exercised
great faith and had aclosewak with God, they did
not alwaystrust God. They didn’t alwaystreat their
matesinaway pleasingto God. Their methodsand
prioritieswerenot dwayscorrect. Despiteall their
rough edges, though, God still used them. These
storiesarerich examplesof God’ smercy and
power. They providehopeandinspiration. You'll
evenlearninteresting tidbitslike how Quaker Oats
and Bird’'sEye Frozen Foodswere founded.

You'll seeGodiswilling to and capableof using
anyone. Physical limitationsarenot aproblem.
Although many of these Christianshad physical
disabilities(hedlth, speech, vision, etc.), they ill
chosetofollow God regardless of the cost. Some
wereplagued withillnessesthroughout their lives
whileotherswere hedled miraculoudy.
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God truly movesin mysteriousways. Thesestories
will giveyouaclear view of the*hand of God”
moving behind the scenes. You'll learntotrust God
even though outward circumstances dictate other-
wise. You'll see how God useswhat appearsto be
setbacksto actualy advance HisKingdom.

Thosewho havelost amateor achildwill find
comfort in some of these stories. Sometimesthese
losses seem so senseless. Yet, when you see God
ismore concerned about theselossesthan you are,
it removes someof thesting.

Most of these great men and women did not view
themsalvesasoutstanding or highly successful.
Their liveswerefull of mountainsandvaleys. At
timesthey wereriding on the crest of victory, other
timesthey were discouraged and weary fromthe
fight. Someof their darkest hours, however, were
the sweetest timesthey had with God. Although
they would never want to go through those experi-
encesagain, they would aways cherishthe special
closenessthey had with God. These peoplewere
often misunderstood and criticized by others.
Surprisingly, someof themost critical peoplewere
their fellow “ Christians.” AsWatchman Neeputit,
sometimesyou haveto go* against thetide.”

| feel Storiesof Great Christiansare exceptionaly
beneficia for thosegoinginto missonary work. A
largevariety of missonary effortsarecoveredin
thesetapes. Therearetwo series| think should be
mandatory for missionary candidates. Thefirstis
GeorgeMudller. Hislifeisaperfect exampleof
living by faith. ThesecondisHudson Taylor. His
story isnot only another exampleof living by faith,
but hissuccessful ministry demonstrated thewisdom
of not trying to“ westernize’ the peopleyou are
tryingtoreach.

| fedl these storiesare so helpful my wifeand | have
been loaning them out at church. Sofar, wehave
loaned out almost 200 copies. Of al thetapes
loaned out, I’ veonly heard onemaor complaint.
Unfortunatdly, thiscomplaintiscommon. Sincethe
serieswasoriginaly desgnedfor fifteen-minute
dotsontheradio, on averageit hasathirty-five

second musicdl introduction and athirty-five second
musical conclusion. Thereisasothirty-fivesec-
ondsof dead air between chapters. Theyear in
which| listened to theentire seriestwice, | heard
theintroduction and conclusion about 7,000 times.
Itwould begreat if thiscould beeliminated. I've
contacted Moody about editing thetapesfor
continuouslistening and about putting themon CD.
If you likethetapes, you might want to contact
Moody yourself to encouragethisediting.

Sincel listened to these storiesover such ashort
period of time, the death of these great menand
women seemed to stand out morethan normal. |
noticed thesamethingwhen | listened to the Bible
ontape. | would quickly cover hundredsand even
thousandsof years. Thelivesof thesepeople
seemed likevapor intheair, here one moment and
gonethenext. It became apparent thelength of a
person’slifeisnot important, but rather the deci-
sionsheor shemakesduring hisor her life.

We are often broken-hearted when aloved one
dies. Wearedisappointed or confused when a
Christianwhowasmightily used of God diesat an
exceptionaly young age. Wethink, “What a
waste.” However, wehavetoredizethepersonis
now inhisrightful place. Itislikearingondisplay
inajewelry store. Althoughit may look beautiful in
thedisplay casg, itsrightful placeisonthe hand of
itsowner. Likewise, our lifehereon Earthisonly a
temporary display. Our rightful placeisinthe
presence of God.

Onthefollowing page, thereisatimelineof al of
the peoplefeatured on Storiesof Great Christians.
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TimeLineof Peoplefeatured in Storiesof Great Christians

Francis Asbury
GladysAylward ?
William Booth
William Borden
John Bunyan
John Calvin
William Carey
Peter Cartwright
James Chalmers?
L.B. Compton
Fanny Crosby
Henry Crowell ?
Jonathan Edwards
CharlesFinney
Elizabeth Fry
Anton Gillies
Arthur Glasser (unknown)
Wilfred Grenfell
John Hus
Adoniram Judson
John Knox
Kathryn Luther ?
Martin Luther

M & M Robert Muffed ?
D.L.Moody
GeorgeMueller
Erik Nelson

John Newton
Florence Nightengale
John Peck
Matthew Simpson
Charles Spurgeon
Dr. IdaSudder
Billy Sunday
Hudson Taylor ?
George Truett
William Tyndale
John Wanamaker
John Wesley
George Whitefield
Marcus Whitman
William Wilberforce
FrancesWillard
JohnWilliams
Roger Williams
Count Zinzendorf
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God’'slnvisibleHand

Chapter: 5.07
Copyright © Michaegl Bronson 1984 -2002

The Covichs, missionariesto the EskimosinAlaska,
had adaughter who needed medical care. Since
they lived inaremotelocation, themother had to
takeavery long journey to get her daughter toa
distant hospital. Whenthey arrived at thesmall,
obscure port, shewastold the ship they wereto sall
onwasaready waiting at thedock. Unfortunately,
the ship they were directed to wasthewrong one.
Shortly after thesmall ship took off, the Captain
cameupto her and said, “1 don’t know who you
areand what you' re doing on my boat, but I’ m not
turning back to let you off.”

Theboat raninto fierce stormsand for several days
shethought they were going to drown. Shethought
about how safethey would have beenif they had

boarded the correct boat (which waslarger).
Finally, they madeit to the desired port. What was
thereason they got onthewrong boat? Werethey
being carelessor negligentinfollowing God's
leading? Wasenduring thestormaresult of being
out of God'swill? Obvioudy, I'minno positionto
judge God'sintention. | would havetothink,
however, that they wereinthe center of God' swill
because the boat they were supposed to beon,
sank! | persondlly believethe misunderstanding that
led them to get on thewrong boat was God's
interventionto savetheir lives.

Another exampleof God'sinterventionisthelifeof
DarleneRose. Shewasamissionary in New
Guineawhen the Japanese, at the beginning of
WWII, took her captive. Being held asaPOW for
four years, sheendured incredibly inhumane condi-
tions. Yet, despitethese sorrows, theloving hand of
God wasprotecting and supplying.

For example, duringanair raid whereincendiary
bombswere being dropped, Darlenedoveintoa
makeshift foxhole. Suddenly, sheredizedtheBible
she had borrowed from another prisoner was about
toburnupinher living quarters. Feelingaburden
from God to get the Bible, sheretrievedit. Later,
shediscovered that one of the bombsfell directly
intotheholeshehad just left. Shewalked away
with aprofound awein the presence of the Lord.
Shesaid, “ Father, it wasn't that woman’sBibleyou
were concerned about, wasit? You knew it was
oneway to get meout of that ditch.”

Another time, whileshewasat an interrogation
camp waiting to be executed, she saw aperson
with somebananas. Having already lost consider-
ableweight, shesaid, “God, you know I’ m thankful
for therice porridge and worms, but | wouldreally
likeabanana. I’m not asking for abunch, just one.
| will understand, however, if you can’'t getitinsde
here”

Thenext day, after some unusual events, sheheard
thefootsteps of theguards. Sheknew they were
coming to beat her again for forgetting to bow to
thesoldiersafew minutesearlier. Bracingfor the
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worst, she heard the door open and the footsteps of
the approaching guard. To her surprise, helaida
bundle of bananasbefore her ontheground. There
were 92 bananasinthebundle. Truly, God does
prepareatablefor usin the presence of our en-
emies(Psalms23:5).

| will offer onefinal exampleof God'sintervention
inDarlengslife. After “officidly” charging her with
being an American spy, her commander pulled out
hissword to decapitate her. Asshebraced herself
for her execution, sheheard severa carsracing
toward the compound. After squealing to astop,
severa men jumped out and rushed toward the
building shewasin. Shehasnoideawhat tran-
spired, but after her commander had aheated
conversationwith these strangers, heangrily put her
into hiscar and drove her fromthedeathcamptoa
normal prison camp. Although shehasnoidea
what brought about this strange and sudden change
of venue, sheknew it was God'sinvisible hand that
gpared her. | strongly encourageyouto get the
audio testimony of Darlene Rosefrom Focuson
the Family (tape # CS355/2380).

Obvioudly, God doesnot save usfromall problems
and heartaches. Heis, however, actively involved
inall areasof our lives. Usually we cannot seeHis
intervention, but occasionaly He providesusa
glimpse so Hislove and power can aweus.
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TheAnswer Might be Found
in the Darkness

Chapter: 5.08
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1984 -2002

Sometimeswhen we are seeking God'swill, His
answersseemto eludeus. Intimeslikethese,
everything seemsso confusing. It appearsthat your
direct lineto God hasbeen severed. Weall have
been in situationswhere we desperatel y sought
God'sguidance and Hewas nowhereto befound.
To make mattersworse, sometimeswhenyou are
struggling to keep your head above water, God
allowsanother problemtofall onyour shoulders.
Youthink to yourself, “1 already have morethan
what | can handle, why isGod giving me another
problemtowork out.”

Therearetwothingsto keepinmind. First, God
hastold usin HisWord that Hewill not forsake us.
Therefore, those dark hoursare not aresult of
abandonment. Thesecondthingtokeepinmindis

theanswer you arelooking for might befoundin
your new set of problems,

Most everyonehasheard of theinfamousflight of
Apollo 13. Threeof our astronauts, on their way to
themoon, experienced catastrophicfaluresinther
spaceship. Wewerevery fortunateto have been
ableto bring them back alive. Wecamecloseto
losingthem severd times.

The commander of the spaceship, Jm Lovell, faced
death many timesbeforethisflight. Oneof these
experienceshappened on hisreturnflight froma
missionduring WWII. Thefighter planehewas
flying had been severely damaged and hisradar and
homing signa werenot working. To makethings
worse, theaircraft carrier had itsrunning lights of f
because of combat conditions. Hewaslost over
the Seaof Japan and could not find hisaircraft
carrier inthedarkness. Hehad noideawhich
directionto fly and everything seemed so desperate.

Asheturned on hismaplight, al of hislightswent
dead. Thismeant he could not read any of his
instruments. Sincehewasunableto seehisatim-
eter, therewastheredlistic possibility of accidentally
crashing into theocean. Hisoutlook turned very
bleak, very dark. Eventhoughtherewaslittle
chance of him being rescued at sea, Lovell knew
that ditching hisplanewasquickly becominghis
only option.
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In hisdarkest hour astrangething happened. He
saw agreentrail of algae. Whenashiptravels
through the ocean it churnsup aphosphoroustrail
that canbeseenfor miles. Lovell said, “It waslike
along carpet laid out for me, leading mehome.”

Sincethisphosphorousglow isvery faint, it can
only beseenintota darkness. If Lovell’slightshad
not failed, hewould have never seenthetrail that
led him back tothecarrier. So, inessence, hisnew
problemwasactualy theanswer to hisorigina
problem. Lovell had said, “ You never know what
eventswill transpireto get youhome.” Therefore,
don’t despair when God alows more problemsto
comeyour way. It may betheanswer you have
been seeking.
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A Death of aVision

Chapter: 5.09
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1984 -2002

“Grabhim,” theofficer said to hispartner. Inone
quick motion, David Wilkerson was escorted out of
thecourtroom. “Where syour gun?’ David was
asked. Theofficerswereunimpressed when David
tried to explain hewasapreacher and just wanted
totalk tothejudge. Themurder tria of 12 gang
membersbrought about many murder threats
against thejudge. When David rushed toward the
judgetotalk to him, the officersthought hewas
going to attack thejudge.

After David wasreleased, reportersmobbed him.
They wanted to know all about thispreacher who
has been apprehended by the police. After being
asked avariety of questions, thereportersbaited
him by asking himif hewasashamed of the Biblehe
wascarrying. Heboldly raised hisBibleintheair
and said, “No!” Thenext day the photograph of
this"“fanatica” preacher holding up hisBiblewas
shownal acrossAmerica.

David Wilkerson wasembarrassed and humiliated.
Not only did hecompletely fail toaccomplishhis
origina goal (talking to the 12-gang members), he
had allowed himself to be portrayed asawacko
preacher. Everyonein hishometown and congre-
gation wereaware of his“blunder.” David kept

rethinking theincident, trying tofigure out how he
could have completely misunderstood God's
leeding.

Confused and frustrated, David still had aburdento
seethe 12-gang members, so hedrove back to
New York again. Uncertain aswhat to do next, he
parked hiscar and started to walk through the
worst partsof theslums. Onething wasobvious,
these peoplewere not opento outsiders. He
thought to himsdlf that it would bevery difficult, if
not impossible, to start aministry herefor these

hurting people.

Then, the strangest thing happened. Right out of the
blue someone said, “Hey, aren’'t you the preacher
who got kicked out of themurder trial? Anyone
who hashad arun-inwiththelaw isall right with
me.” Thisgave David the opportunity to talk
openly withthisgang member. Wherever hewent,
gang memberswould recognize him and wanted to
talk to him. Henow had an opening with these
gang membersthat hewould never have hadif it
weren'tfor his“blunder” at thecourthouse. This
becamethe beginning of avery successful ministry
tothegangsof New York.

What was onceviewed asthelowest pointin
David'slifeturned out to be the specid key that
opened thedoor to avery closed society. If hehad
not had thishumiliating and demoralizing experience
at the courthouse, he may not have been ableto
reach the gangsas successfully ashehas. | can't
say for certain, but itismy opinion God allowed the
eventsat the courthouseto take placein order to
provide David an opening with the gangs.

Weall have had dreamsthat havedied. Sometimes
these dreams have died because of our sins,
sometimesthey have died because they were not of
God. Sometimesthey havedied because God
wanted to usethisexperienceto pavetheway for
something better. Whatever thereason, our Al-
mighty God is capable of taking any dead dream
andturningitinto something beautiful.

(Source: Crossand the Switchblade)
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He Only Asks for Obedience

Chapter: 5:10
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1984 -2002

Awakened by anoise, Elijah openshiseyesand
looksaround theroom. At first, the rugged moun-
tainmanisterrified. Slowly, histerror turnsto awe
andwonder. Hiscabinisfilledwithabright light
and the unmistakable presence of God. Suddenly,
avoice (which appearsto be coming from every
corner of theroom) isaddressing him. ItisGod

speaking.

GodtellsElijah Hehasajobfor him. Out infront
of Elijah’'scabinisavery largerock and Godtells
ElijahHewantshimto pushagainst it with all of his
might. Elijahisto pushagainst therock from sunup
to sundown. GodtellsElijahthisishisjob until He
vigtshimagain.

Thenext morning, Elijah getsup and obediently sets
hisshoul der against the cold massiverock and
pusheswithall of hismight. Day after day Elijah
obediently goesout to therock and doeswhat he
wastold. Night after night Elijah returnshome
exhausted and sore. Astheyearspresson, Elijah
beginstofed heiswasting histime. Discourage-
ment beginstosetin.

Seeing that Elijahisshowing signsof discourage-
ment, Satan placesthoughtsintheweary man’s
mind. Satan says, “You have been pushing against
thisrock for yearsand it hasn’t budged abit. Why
areyoukilling yoursalf over this? You know you
will never be ableto movethismassive boulder.
And, evenif youdid, sowhat! What wouldyou
really haveaccomplished? If you think about it,
moving arock from one spot to another isn’t really
important.”

Thesethoughtsdiscouraged and disheartened
Elijah. Hethinksto himsdlf, “Why should | kill
myself over this? Thisrock isn’t going to know the
difference. I'll still comeout and push, but | just
won't pushwithal of my might.”
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After acoupledaysof hafhearted effort, Elijahfeels
convicted of hisdisobedience. Falling on hisknees,
Elijah beginsto pray. Hesays, “ God, | havebeen
obedient toyou al of theseyearsand | haven't
accomplished athing. | haven’t been ableto budge
therock at all; itisstill inthe same spot that it was
whenyoufirst cameto me20yearsago. What is
wrong? Why am| failing? | admit, | really didn’t
know what to expect whenyou first gave memy
mission, but | figured after 20 years| would have
something to show for my effort. | thought it would
eventually become obviousto mewhy you asked
meto performthistask.”

God responded compassionately, “Elijah, whenl
asked you to serve, you served. Theonly task |
gaveyou wasto push against therock. | never
asked youtomoveit. | asked youto push against
therock withal of your might and you were
obedient. | didn’t want therock moved; | only
wanted your obedience. Your callingwasto be
obedient to meand trust in my wisdom.”

We canlearnfrom Elijah’sexperience. AsChris-
tians, we often think we must accomplish “ great
things’ inorder to besuccessful inour Christian
service. We havethismental image of what agood
Christian doesand wefeel bad if wedon’t measure
up to thisexpectation. We should never assume
God isseeking spectacular performancesor “ great
accomplishments.” Weareto carefully listento
God and obediently follow Hisinstructions.

Aboveeverything else, God desiresobedience. If
thetask Hegivesyouisto turn theworld upside
down, be obedient. If thetask Hegivesyouisan
“unimportant” job (such aspushing against arock),
beobedient. Instead of being concerned about
being “successful,” we should be concerned about
being obedient.

Editor’sNote
TheElijahinthisstory isnot the Elijah of the Bible.

Thepersoninthisstory just happensto havethe
samenameastheprophet inthe Bible.
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Decoy to thereal thing

Chapter: 5:11
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1984 -2002

“It'sright over there,” the Lieutenant said. “Ac-
cording to the snitch kite, the drugs should be
buried underneath those steps.” A snitchkiteisan
anonymous notethat aprisoner sendsto the
warden when heisconcerned about something. In
thissituation, aprisoner had told staff wheredrugs
could befound.

After moving away acoupleof stones, the officer
said, “I’ vefound something. 1t'sasandwich bag
full of packets.” Upon reviewing the contents, they
found an assortment of cocaine, marijuana, and
heroin.

Unknown to the officers, they had just been duped.
Althoughthesnitch kitewaslegitimate, their lack of

thoroughness caused them to missthereal stash of
drugs. Thelargebag of drugswas buried about 6
inchesdeeper than the small bag of drugs. Prison-
ersoften use decoysto protect their stash. If
someone happensto get tipped off about the drugs,
they’ Il usually stop digging oncethey find something.

Satan often uses decoysto throw us off track.
When weare seeking God'swill for our lives, Satan
will throw ussomething “good” asadecoy. Itishis
hopethat wewill think we havefound what we
have been looking for and stop searching. My
chapter God’'sWork Ver ses God's W talks about
how we can beactively involvedin Christian service
and till not bein God'swill. 1tisimportant to
carefully seek God'swill for our lives. If youthink
you havefound Hiswill for your life, ask Himto
provideyou theinner peace and assurancethat this
leadingisfromHim.

Thedangerousthing about these decoysisthefact
they areso believable. They usudly incorporate
scenariosthat arevery plausibleand possible.
Unfortunately, theresults of these deceptionscan be
devadtating.

Theemergency siren penetratestheair asthe
officersbegintolock downtheinstitution. Two
prisonersaremissing and believed to have escaped.
Staff thoroughly search the prison, but are unableto
findtheprisoners. Whilesearchingtheir cells,
several valuablecluesarefound. Buriedinoneof
the prisoner’ strashcan, staff finds piecesof lost
staff 1.D. cardsand arazor blade. Thetwo prison-
ersprobably walked out thefront gatewith forged
|.D. cards.

About aweek after the escape, staff caught some
prisonerssmuggling food into afactory (insdethe
prison). This,inturn, led thestaff tothemissing
prisoners. Insdethefactory werevery large
bundles of new flattened boxes. (Theseboxesare
used to ship furniture manufactured at their factory.)
The prisonershad carved out the center of these
largebundliesand werelivinginthere. Since staff
thought the bundlesweresolid, they didn’t bother
searchingthem.
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Therearetwo mgjor hurdlesinvolved in escaping
fromaprison. Thefirst, of course, isbreachingthe
actua security perimeter. Thesecondisavoiding
captureonceyou' reon theoutside. Roadblocks
and heightened awareness makes movement
outsidethe prison very difficult. If an escapeecan
eludetheauthoritiesthefirst coupleof weeks, his
chancesof getting captured are greatly reduced.
After acoupleweeks, there are no roadblocksor
manhunts.

Thetwo prisonershad thisin mind when they
planned their escape. They faked their escapeto
produce amassive manhunt outsidethe prison.
After theauthoritieshad concluded that the escap-
eeshad madeit to adistant state (probably about
two weekslater), the prisonerswould maketheir
real escape. They wouldwait for afoggy night and
dipoverthewall. Sinceall of theprisonersare
locked up at night, they were hoping that an acti-
vated fenceaarm would not beinvestigated as
caetully.

Thissituation demonstrateshow easy itistomisead
someonewithabelievablestory. If Satanisgoing
to throw adecoy your way, it will probably be
something that lookslikeit camefrom God. Thisis
why it can be dangerousto use circumstancesas
anindication of God'sleading. Don’t automatically
assumethat things* faling together” meansGodis
leading you inthat direction.

Be careful not to put too much emphasison circum-
stancesindetermining God'swill. Not al remark-
ablecircumstancesor “ coincidences’” aresignsfrom

God. Spectacular coincidencesmay just bethat,
spectacular coincidences.

Jan Baa srud, along with three other English sol -
diers, wason asabotage missionin Norway during
WWII. Their missionwasto destroy aGerman
blockade. Their contact in Norway wasthe owner
of asmall genera store. Unknownto Jan, the
store’sowner had died and anew person had taken
over. By “coincidence,” the new owner had the
exact same nameasthe previousowner, although
hewasnot related.

By confiding their top-secret plansto the surprised,
but unpatriotic merchant, the unsuspecting comman-
doscompromised their entiremission. Threeof the
men were quickly picked up, tortured, and mur-
dered. Thefourth escaped. Jan swamfromidand
toidandthrough thefreezing Arctic Ocean. Even-
tualy hemade hisway to freedomin Sweden.
(SOURCE: WeDieAlone, AceBooks) Circum-
stances can beasign from God, but be careful not
to read too much into them.

Itisimportant to seek God'sleading and guidance,
evenwhen it appears obviouswhat you areto do
next. Thereisagreat exampleof thisin 1 King
13:1-32. Here, theLord sent a“man of God” to
Bethel to deal with thewayward King Jeroboam.
After hecompleted hismission and Jeroboam
repented, he started heading back to Judah. King
Jeroboam asked the man of God to come over for
amed. Headsowantedto givehimagift. Theman
of God told King Jeroboam that God had told him,
“You must not eat bread or drink water or return
fromtheway you came.” Beingobedientto God's
command, heleftimmediately and started homeby
another route.

Therewasan “old prophet” in Bethel who was
intrigued by thisman of God and wanted to meet
him. After finding theman of God, the old prophet
asked himto cometo hishouseto eat. Theman of
God explained why hecouldn’t. Theold prophet
said that hetoo wasaprophet and lied by saying,
“Anangel said to meby theWord of theLord:
Bring him back with you to your house so he may
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eat bread and drink water.””

Unfortunately, the man of God assumed theold
prophet wastel ling thetruth and returned with him.
Whilethey wereeating, God sent amessageto the
old prophet. Theold prophet cried out and told the
man of God that he had defied the Word of God by
not obeying God'sinstruction and will diebecause
of it. After theman of God |eft, hewasattacked
andkilled by alion.

Obvioudy, the man of God should have been
faithful to God'singtructions. Thefact heturned
down ameal and agift from King Jeroboam
showed that he wanted to be obedient. Chances
are, hethought God wasgiving him an updated
instruction through the old prophet.

Theman of God was carel essby assuming theold
prophet had an updatefromtheLord. Aninstruc-
tion given directly from God takes priority over
anythingelse. If hefelt therewasapossibility that
God was speaking through the old prophet, he still
should have asked God for guidance and wisdom.
He should have asked God to provide him peace
and assurancethat thisnew instructioniswhat He
wantedfor him.

Satanisthemaster of illusions. Oneof hisbest
illusonsisconvincing usto cherishthispresent life
morethan our eterna life. Our present lifeoften
takesonmorevauethan it should in comparisonto
eternity. If wetruly understood what Heavenis
like, wewould bewillingtoreinquishthislife
immediately. Unfortunately, most of usare deluded
intothinking thislifeisbetter thanwhatitredlyis.
My parent’s car isagood example of how weare
blinded to our present condition.

My parentsareretired and the old car they were
drivingwasbecoming very unreliable. Sincemy
Buick wasvery reliable, | offeredto sdll it tothem
at agreatly reduced price (or evenfree, if neces-
sary). Tomy surprisemy dad wasnot interested.
Hesaid, “My car isingood conditionandis
reliable. | appreciatetheoffer, but | am not inter-
ested.”

About aweek later my Dad wrotemesaying, “I
wasout looking at my car today and | suddenly
redlizeditisold andfaling apart. It hastrouble
starting and isnot reliableonthehighway. | don't
know what | wasthinking, but if theoffer for the
other car isstill open, | would liketo pursueit.”

Wemay havedifficulty understanding how my dad
did not immediately recognizetheneed for anewer
car. Yet, we often do the samething when we hang
on sotightly tothislifeand to our worldly posses-
sion. Incomparison to what God hasoffered usin
Heaven, wearecrazy to value our earthly posses-
sonsso much.
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God Working Behind the
Scenes

Chapter: 5:12
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1984 -2002

TheRussan officia walksto the door and begins
knocking. When Walter Covich answersthedoor,
theman asks, “ Areyou Walter Covich?’

Puzzled, Walter asks, “What can | dofor you?’
After abrief introduction, Walter asksthe stranger
how hegot hisaddress. Theman provided a
fascinating sory.

A few monthsearlier, the stranger wasin Moscow
visitingahigh-ranking Genera intheRussian
military. Onthe Genera’sdesk wasaRussian
Bible. Having never seen aBiblebefore, hewas
curious. So, whenthe General hadtoleavehis
officefor afew minutes, the stranger ran over and
took alook. Insidewasabusinesscard with
Covich'saddress. After copying down the address,
hereturnedto hisseat. A couple monthslater, he
wasinAlaskaonabusinesstrip. Hepulled out
Covich’'saddressand visited them to seeif he could
getaRussianBible. Atthattimeitwasimpossible
tobuy RussanBiblesinRussa

Walter and Elby Covichweremissionariesin
Alaskaministering to Eskimosand Russian fisher-
men. They aso shipped alarge numbersof Bibles
into RussaviaChrigianstraveling fromAlaskainto
Russa A couplemonthsearlier, aChristian offered
totake 1,000 Biblesinto Russia. Asthe Covichs
were packing theBibles, they realized they only had
35businesscardsleft. They discussed not including
any of themin thisshipment, but decided to usethe
few they had. It just so happened the General
received one of thefew Bibleswith abusinesscard.

If the Covich'shad not included the cardsin that
shipment, the Russian officia would not havebeen
abletoget aRussian Bible. The point we should
learnfromthisstory iswe should befully obedient
to every opportunity God givesus. You never
know what your actionswill accomplish. A seem-
ingly inggnificant actionmight actualy havea
profoundimpact on someone'slife.

Severa yearsago | wassittinginfront of abuilding
whenaguy (Mike) walked up. | had seenhim
around before, but wewerenot friends. The
subject of God was brought up and wetalked
about Chrigtianity for awhile. | wasn'ttryingto
“witness’ toMikeand | didn’t think much about the
conversaion.

A couplemonthslater | received aletter from Mike
saying he had recently becomeaChristian. Hesaid
itwasaresult of thetalk we had that day. Hesaid
our talk profoundly changed hislife. I’'membar-
rassed to say | can barely even remember the day.

Aninteresting sidenoteabout the
Russian Gener al

After the Generd received hisBible, hestarted
reading it and becameaChristian. Shortly after-
wards, hewent to hisbrother totell him about his
discovery. Hesaid, “All of our liveswe have been
taught thereisno God. They haveliedtous. There
isaGodand|’vefound him.” Hisbrother too
becameaChristian. Oneweek later, hisbrother
died.
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Walking in the Dark

Chapter: 6.01
Copyright © Michaegl Bronson 1984 -2002

The snow burned Ray’ sface ashe struggled across
thefield. Heisracing against theclock. If he
doesn’'t makeit toaphonein afew hours, hisfriend
woulddie. Earlierintheday, hishunting partner
had been serioudly injured and was now in desper-
ate need of medical attention. Having medical help
brought back to thewoodswashisfriend’sonly
hopeof surviva.

To makethingsmoredifficult, asnowstorm had
reduced visibility to acouple of feet. It wasrisky,
but Ray knew the only way to save hisfriend was
totravel throughthishblinding storm. Fortunately,
Ray brought hiscompass. Heknew if hewould
walk SSW for 15 mileshewould runinto aroad
leadingtoasmall town.

Althoughtheblizzard wasvery disorienting, Ray
faithfully consulted hiscompass. Hismind, how-
ever, wasfilled with doubts. Hehad run acrossa
river and somelandscape he hadn’ t expected.
“What if I'm going thewrong way?’ Ray asked
himself. Fortunately, Ray didn’t allow hisimagina:
tionand doubtstorunwild. Hiscompassshowed
hewasheading inthecorrect direction, and he
based hisactionsonthisfact.

Our livescan often belikethis. You know inyour
heart somethingistrue, yet outward circumstances
seemto dictatethe opposite. Which doyou
believe? Most Christians, at onetime or another,
will gothrough periodsintheir liveswhereit seems
like God hasabandoned them. Inthesetimesit
may seem like Godisamean, cruel, and sadistic
person. During timeslikethese, it would be easy to
say something like, “God isnot aGod of love. If
Hewere, Hewould never have put methrough
what I’ m now going through.”

Yet, our compass saysthesefeelingsarenot true.
Weknow the Bible says God doesloveusandis
intimately concerned about everythingwearegoing
through. He hurtswhenwehurt. So, what doyou
believe: your feelingsor your compass?

Itisimportant you establish ahabit of consulting
your compassregularly. If youlearntodoit now,
whenyou arenot enduring difficult times, itismore
likely you' |l doit whenyou aregoing throughthe
dark timesinyour life. Thiswill help protect you
from becoming bitter and disillusioned with God.
Someoneoncesaid, “ Do not doubt inthedark
what God hastoldyouinthelight.” Thelightisthe
classroomwherewelearnthetheory. Thedark-
nessisthelab wherewe provethetheory works.

Therearefour main reasonswhy we may not
understand God'sdealingswithus. First, because
wearefinite creatures, our perception of God is
usudly distorted. Second, truespiritual growth
usudly involvesdifficulties, chalenges, and timesof
testing. Third, God uses“impossible’ circum-
stancesto prove Himself to you and to theworld.
Fourth, God, for whatever reason, God has chosen
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tolet certain aspectsof Himself remainamystery to
us

Troublesand difficultiesareanormal part of our
spiritual growth. Scientistshavefound that the
struggle ayoung chick goesthrough to break out of
hisshell isessential for hisdevelopment. If some-
onewereto help thechick break out of hisshell,
he'll grow up being weaker and sicker thanthe
other chickens.

Troublesand difficultiespurify us. Just asfireis
needed to purify gold, God put usthrough the“fire’
to purify us. Moreimportant, difficultiesoften
cause usto draw closer to God. Many missionaries
who have endured incredible hardshipshave said
they would never tradethosedifficult timesfor
anything else. It wasinthesedesperate hourstheir
fellowship with Jesuswasthe sweetest.

Therearetimeswhen God alowsusto bump up
againstawall or encounter animpossiblesituation
for the purposeof glorifying Himsdlf. Thestruggles
Moses endured when hewastrying tofreethe
|sraelitesfrom Egypt are good examplesof this.
First, Pharaoh wascontinually lyingto him. Sec-
ond, and probably more discouraging, the people
hewastryingto help werecontinualy blaming him
for their troubles. Yet, thiswasthe perfect back-
drop for God to show theworld Hismighty power.
I’ m surethere weretimeswhen Moses questioned

God'shandling of the situation and even wondered
if God wasactualy in control. Sometimeswe need
to bereminded that our God isan awesome God.
When you go through timeslikethese, count
yourself fortunate Heisrevealing Hismagjesty to
you, and through you.

For whatever reason, | believe God hasdeliberately
chosentolet certain aspectsof Himself remaina
mystery tous. Origindly, | wasgoingto entitlethis
chapter, The Lord of Riddles. It seemsto me God
likesmysteriesandriddles.

“Torpedo!” acrewmember shouted. “About 8,000
yards.” Thesubmarine Captainyelled out, “ Steer
right, 315.” Astonished, another commander
shouted, “Wait aminute, you' re heading straight
intothetorpedo.” Camly theCaptainsaid, “ Steer
315 and increasethe speed to 115%.” Toaddto
the confusion, the captain casually asked the person
at the controlsabout abook he had written.

“Fivesecondstoimpact!” acrewmember an-
nounced. Preparing for theworst, the crew braced
themselvesfor theblast. Theonly thing they heard,
however, wasthethud of thetorpedo shattering into
thesubmarine. Everyone, but the Captain, was
surprised. Heknew heading full speed toward the
torpedo allowed them to reach the torpedo before
itwasabletoarmitself. (Thisisasafety feature
that keepsthetorpedo from exploding accidentally
right after beinglaunched.)

Although the Captain could haveexplainedtothe
crew why he was heading toward the torpedo, he
chosenotto. ThisscenefromthemovieHunt for
Red October issimilar to how God acts. Whenwe
arefaced withacriss, many of theanxietiescould
bediminated if God would provideussomeinsight.
Yet, Heusually doesn't.

The"premature’ death of Christianworkersis
something that many Chrigtiansfind confusing.
Jesus stated that although thefieldsarewhiteto
harvest, therewasashortage of |aborers (Mt.
9:37). Peoplearedying and going to Hell because
of alack of workers. Why then, if therewere
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already atremendous shortage of Christian work-
ers, would God take home so many missionaries
and preacherswhenthey areintheir prime?

Sometime God usesthe martyred death of a
Chrigtian worker to chalengeothersintoHis
service(i.e. " God Planted 5 Seeds,” the Story of 5
martyred NTM missionaries). Other times, how-
ever, there doesn’t seem to be any obviousreasons
for apremature death. Inthese cases, wemust
trust inthefact God knowswhat Heisdoing. Itis
sufficient to say, if asovereign God wantsto hide
something from us, He hastheright to do so.

Regardlessof thereasonyou are“inthedark,” your
response should alwaysbethe same. Follow your
compass. Your peace, happiness, and sanity
depend onit. Thesalvation of othersdependsonit.

What isour compass? Basicdly, itisacombination
of listening to the Spirit’sleading and knowing
God'sWord. When everything seemsto befalling
apart and you feel like God has abandoned you and
isnot concerned about your welfare, you must take
God at HisWord. TheBibleclearly statesGod
lovesyouandispersonally interested in every
aspect of your life. Sometimes, all youcandoin
these desperate hoursisto hang onto God, just like
you would hang onto the neck of atrusted horseas
herunsfull speed away from some danger.

| havetalked about Darlene Rose, ayoung mission-
ary in New Guinea, el sawhereinthisbook. She
wasin aJapanese POW camp during WWII. She
endured incrediblelossand suffering, such asher
young husband dying at another POW camp. One
day, after receiving acrushing loss, shecried out to
God, “Why, Lord? Why did you haveto take that
away fromme? | had solittleinthefirst placeand
you eventook that awvay?’ Then, indefianceof the
sef-pity risng upwithin her, sheexclams, “ Just as
Job said, ‘ Though Heday me, yet will | trustin
Him.”” (Job 13:15a) Hopefully, youwill never be
inaposition whereyou need to say that. You must,
however, trust God to the point whereyou are
willingtosay it.

Of course, not everyone goesthrough timeswhere
their worldisripped apart. It doesn’t, however,
takeamajor calamity to causeyou to lose heart

and forsake God. Evensmall problemsare capable
of causngyoutostumble.

By thetimeyou finish reading thisbook, you should
have gotten themessage| strongly believeinthe
power of prayer. Infact, when| die, | wouldlike
my epithet toread, “Heprayed.” When| was
writing thisbook, | decided to ask other Christians
to pray for thisproject. | wasn't asking peopleto
pray that the book would bea“success’ or abest
seller. | just wanted the book to beauseful tool in
thehandsof God. A few weekslater | asked many
Chrigtiansonthelnternet to pray for it.

Thisiswhen everything blew apart. Themorning
after | emailed several Christians, | received an
anxiousphonecall. Whatever | had doneonthe
Internet the day beforewas about to crash the
server of my Internet provider. Therewereover
800 email messageswaiting for me. Ittook me
over an hour just to download the messages.
Although most of theemail messageswereerror
messagesfrom onelocation, | did receive some
complaints. OneChrigtian criticized mefor emailing
him. | couldn’t understand thisbecause the | etter
wasnot offensive. Another guy caled theadminis-
trator of my Internet provider and complained. This
resulted intheadministrator sendingmeanemail
tellingmethat | should not be“spamming.” The
term“spam” meanssending junk mail onthe
Internet. Hesaid if | wasto continue | would have
tofind another provider.

Sinceour Internet servicewas provided by my
wife'semployment, | was concerned about causing
aproblemfor her. Meanwhile, | kept getting about
120 new email messagesan hour. Apparently, my
email had triggered an error at amajor domain that
resultedinit continually sending methree pagesof
error messagesevery 30 seconds.

| received somemore messagesfrom theadminis-
trator telling methat my flood of email wasthreat-
ening totakedown their system. Hesaid | had
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personaly generated moretrafficinsix hoursthan
their whole system normally doesin 24 hours. For
many hoursl tried to solvethe problem. No matter
what | did, | couldn’t stop theincoming error
messages. Itwaslikethat silly pink bunny that
“keepsgoingandgoingand ... .” | felt completely
helpless, desperate.

After severa more hoursand more messagesfrom
theadministrator, | finally solved the problems.
Amazingly, thisincident knocked thewind out of
me. | wasangry and disillusioned with God. |
didn’'t“backdide,” but | did stop praying for the
book. | figured, “If God doesn’t care about
reaching thelost, I’ m certainly not going to break
my back praying fervently for abook that empha-
gzesit”

| wassurprised by theintensity of my frustrations.
Beforethisincident, | wasprayingfor thisproject
severa timesaday. For acouple months after-
wards, however, | didn’'t pray foritatal. | till
worked onwriting the book, but | just didn’t pray
forit. Incaseyouwerewondering: Yes, | did see
the obvious contradiction of working ona“ spiritua
project that | wasrefusingto pray for. | am
ashamed of my lack of spiritual depth, but I’'m
sharing thisexperiencewith you inthe hopesyou
will beabletolearnfromit.

Whenwearefrustrated, our vision can beeasily
distorted. Thisisespecialy truewhenyoufed you
havebeenfaithfully following God'swill. When|
was 16, | started praying God would provide me
thewife Hewanted meto have. | aso prayed God

would give methechildren Hewanted meto have.
Sincethen, | have prayed for these concerns

severd timesaday. Althoughthereare otherswho
have prayed for their future mate and children more
thanwhat | have, | think | have prayed morefor this
than 95% of dl Chrigtians.

Yet, | didn't get married until 1 was35. | am now
44 (my wifeis32) and westill do not have any
children. | won'’t gointo our odyssey of unsuccess-
ful fertility trestmentsand failed adoptions. Consid-
ering how much | have prayed for my futurewife
and children, youwould think thingsshould have
happened differently. 1t may be, however, this
unusud timetablewasactually theresult of my
prayers. Itispossiblethemorel prayed, themore
| prompted God to perform Hisspecial will inour
lives

Despitethesefrustrations, | can still find peaceand
contentment when | look at my compass. | have
the comfort of knowing I’ m heading in the correct
directioninthemiddleof adisorienting storm. The
compass does not take away the hurt, but it does
apply balmto help sootheit.

Theneedto trust your compassinstead of relying
onyour perceptionsisillustrated by themysterious
disappearanceof Flight 19. The December 4,
1945 disappearance of five Gremlin Avenger
torpedo bombers has becomethe cornerstone of
the Bermuda Trianglelegend.

Therearevariousexplanationsfor the disappear-
ancesof multiplevessesinthis® mysterious’ body
of water. You have probably seen many bookson
thissubject. | havefound, however, many of these
bookshaveatendency of conveniently leaving out
key piecesof information or exaggerating certain
“facts” Althoughitisprobably not worththe
trouble, you canto gothelibrary andlook at the
origina newspaper articles(microfiche) onthese
disappearances. | think you'll findit interesting to
comparetheorigina story tothe* newsreports’
described in these Bermuda Trianglebooks. The
similarities between thetwo are often quite scarce.
Theselegendstendtotakeon alifeof their own.
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For example, amile off the coast of Florida, aboat
radiosinadistresscall. Whenthe Coast Guard
getsthere, the boat has completely disappeared
without atrace. Very mysterious, indeed. Many of
these booksled you to believethe boat vanished in
thinar onaclear, camday. Inreadlity, whenyou
look at the actual Coast Guard logs and weather
reportsyou will see somediscrepancieswiththe
storiesthat are now being circul ated. Many books
fail to mention the ocean wasvery rough onthat
dark stormy night. They adsofail to mentionthere
weredrift currentsof 4 mph. Thedrift currentsin
thesewatersare acontinual sourceof problemsfor
the Coast Guard asthey try to find vesselsin
distress.

Thesametypesof inaccuraciessurround the
disappearance of Flight 19. The bookssay the
sguad leader, Charles Taylor, had said thingslike,
“We seemto be off course. Everythingiswrong,
strange. Can't besureof any direction. Strange
ocean. Sky iswrong. The ocean doesn’t ook
right.” Thiscommunication makesit sound likea
mysterious occurrenceistaking placearoundthe
plane.

However, when you look at thelogsand hear the
actual testimony of the peoplewhoworked inthe
control tower that day, you find Taylor actually said,
“1 don’t know wherewe are. We must have gotten
lost after thelast turn. Both of my compassesare
out. I'msurewe' reinthe Keys, but | don’t know
how far down.” Thiscommunication soundsmore
likeapersonwhofeelsheislost asopposedtoa
person flying through the Twilight Zone.

Thisflight from Fort Lauderdal ewas supposed to
bearoutinetraining flight for some student pilots.
They wereto head East 160 milesand thenturn
north. After going 40 milesthey weretoreturn
home. They wereontheir Northleg of thetrip
when they raninto problems. When Taylor first
radioed hewaslost, radar showed hewaswhere
he was supposed to be.

Taylor had just moved from the southern part of
Floridaand wasunfamiliar withthisarea. Hewas
flying over astring of islands, North of the Baha-
mas, when hereported hewaslost. Thisstring of
idandslooksvery smilar tothe Keysof southern
Foridaanditisbelieved hegot disoriented and
somehow thought hewasflying over theKeyshe
wasused to. Remember, hesaid, “I’m surewe're
intheKeys, but I don’'t know how far down.” His
other radio communicationsand hisnew flight
headings support thistheory. Not every pilot on
thisfatal flight wasconfused. Oneof hisstudent
pilotstried to explain that they werewherethey
were supposed to be. Although thisstudent gave
accurate directionsto return home, hisdesperate
pleaswent unheeded.

My pointisthis: Itishighly probablethecom-
passeswereworking correctly and they werenot
“logt,” just confused. If thisistrue, Taylor should
haveignored his perceptionsof being someplace
else and used hiscompassto guide them back
home.

If your perception of God'scharacter differsfrom
what you know the Bible says, you should ignore
your perception and trust the Bible. Don’t allow
your lifetoend uplikeFlight 19. Don't let Satan
rob you of your joy, peace, and victory.
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When Your World Turns
Upside Down

Chapter: 6.02
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1984 -2002

Sometimeswethink if wearefollowing God'swill,
our lifeisgoing to befreefrom doubtsand confu-
son. Weassumefollowing God'sleading means
wewill haveaclear understanding of what is
expected of us. Thisassumptionisincorrect.

Whileitistrueliving alifeoutsde of God'swill
usualy producesgreat turmoil and heartache, living
inHiswill doesnot automatically mean alife of
tranquillity. Therearetwo reasonsfor this. Firgt,
problemshel p keep ushumble and they encourage
usto be dependent upon God. Second, for his
own personal reasons, God may haveintentionally
planned alifefull of problemsfor you. Evenif you
areperfectly following God' swill, your lifemay ill
befilled with doubts, uncertaintiesand astonishing
troubles.

A great exampleof thisisMary and Joseph, the
parentsof Jesus. God had giventhem avery direct,
clear, and noblemission: To raise Jesus, the Son of
God. Whenangelsdirectly delivered God's
messageto them, therewasvery littleroom left for
doubt or confusion. Yet, they faced very challeng-
ing problems. First, Joseph, and especialy Mary,
had to deal with the humiliation of being pregnant
outside of marriage. When Mary wasfirst told
about thisspecial child shewasgoing to bear, she
probably thought the angel swere going to announce
ittoeveryone. Thisdidn’t happen. Apart froma
select few, no oneknew of thetrueorigin of the

childwithin her.

Second, during her pregnancy shewasgreatly
inconvenienced by having totravel agreat distance
because of the census. Third, oncethey arrived at
Bethlehem, therewasno placefor thispregnant
womanto stay. Thiswould befrustrating enough
for any expectant parent, but being entrusted with
such aspecial child 1’ m sure made them even more
apprehensive. Fourth, Herod tried tokill Jesus, so
they had tofleeto Egypt. Fifth, they hadtomove
to Nazareth because they wereafraid of Archelaus.
Sixth, when Jesuswas 12, they couldn’t find him for
threedays. Canyouimaginethefear they must
havefdt thinking they might havefailedtofulfill their
gpecia mission? I'm suretherewere many more
problemsthey encountered whileraisng this
Godchild.

Thereason | sharethiswith youisto encourageyou
during your timesof adversities. You may think the
troublesyou areexperiencing arearesult of sSinin
your lifeor maybeyou have misunderstood God's
leading. Youmay fed that if youwereactualy in
the center of God'swill your lifewould not be
faling gpart dl around you. Study thelivesof
Joseph, Mosesand Lot and try to put yourself in
their place. Try to get asense of how they might
havefét.

Itispossiblethetroublesyou are experiencing may
bearesult of snandturning from God. Only you
can answer that question. However, you may be
experiencing troublesbecauseyou arefollowing
God'swill. I can’'t think of anyonewho had a
clearer missionthan Mary and Joseph, and yet, I'm
surethey werefull of confusionand doulbt.
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“It'sa Matter of
| nter pretation”

Chapter: 6.03
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1984 -2002

Haveyou eventried to sharetheplan of salvation
with someoneonly to havethem say, “Well, that’s
your interpretation of what the Bible says. Every-
oneinterpretsthe Bibledifferently. You canhavea
thousand peopleread the same Bibleand havea
thousand different interpretations. That’sthereason
we have hundredsof different denominations.
Besides, there are peoplewith Doctoratesin
Theology that can’t agree onwhat the Bible says.
What makesyou think you' re smarter than they?’

Itistruethereare hundreds of denominationswith
different interpretationsof theBible. Itisasotrue
therearemany very intelligent peoplewith extensve
theological backgroundswho are not in agreement
onwhat the Bibleteaches. Itisnot true, however,
thisis proof there cannot be agreement on what the
Biblesays.

Thefield of scienceisagood exampleof “ experts’
looking at the exact sameinformation and ending up
with opposite conclusions. For example, somesay
DNA can conclusively determineaperson’sidentity
whileotherssay it cannot. Somescientistssay the
theory of evolution violates some of themost basic
lawsof physics(i.e. the Lawsof Thermodynamics)

and otherssay it doesnot.

Almost everyday you hear reports about how the
earthisheating up because of globa warming. This
theory issupported by data collected over the past
200vyears. Yet, only 25 yearsago scientistslooking
at the same dataand concluded we might be
heading intoanew “iceage.” TheNational
Geographicranan article (Nov. 1976, pages576-
616) called “What's Happening to our Climate?’
Thisarticlelisted severd possibletheoriesof what
our weather could dointhefuture, but hereare
some of the comments about theice age:

-* During the last 20 to 30 years, world tempera-
ture hasfallen, irregularly at first but more
sharply over the last decade.”

-* England’'s annual growing season shrank by
nine to ten days between 1950 and 1966.”

-* But since about 1940, there has been a distinct
drop in average global temperature.”

-* Most scientists agree that today’s ice move-
ment may reflect a worldwide cooling trend.”

How can scientists|ook at the exact same dataand
cometo opposite conclusions? You may say to me
infrustration, “If expertscan’t agree on thesethings,
what hope do we havein finding agreement onthe
Bible? | never said scientistscouldn’t agreeon
important issues, | only said they usualy don't.
When it becomes necessary to study thefactsall
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theway totheir logical conclusion, thousands of
scientists can cometo complete agreement. Itis
difficult to seethefactsclearly whenthereare
personal agendas, biases, and politics. Whenthese
areput aside and theissuesare carefully thought
throughdl theway totheir logical conclusion, it
becomesvery clear how al of the piecesfit to-
gether.

Anexcdlent exampleof thisisthescientific study
that was needed to place aman on the moon.
Therewereover ten thousand laws of physicsthat
had to befollowed precisely to make the moon
missionpossible. A deviationinany onecould
resultin death andfailure. Themoonmission
required thousands of scientiststo agree ontensof
thousands of obscurefactsof physics. When
politics, special interests, and hidden agendaswere
removed, thefactsof sciencewereclear and
obvious. Whenitisnecessaryto actualy study the
facts, youdon't havethelameexcuseslike, “Well,
that'syou' reinterpretation.” If therewasaconflict
asto how to view somedata, the scientist tested
their theoriesuntil they cametoalogical conclusion.
Theanswersweredready there, they just needed
thewill and disciplinetofind them.

September 1999 provided aperfect example of the
necessity of everything working together perfectly
inorder for aspace mission to be successful.
NASA's$125 million space probetraveled millions
of milesto Marsonly to beundoneby asimple
mistake. Apparently, oneof theengineersdid his
cal culationsusing the standard measurement system
(miles, etc.) instead of the metric system (kilome-
ters, etc.). When he handed hisnumberstothe
other engineers, they assumed the numberswerein
themetricformat. So, dthough great engineering
got the probeall theway to Mars, asmall error
caused it to burn up inthe Martian atmosphere.

Thefact we have had so many successful space
flightsshowsthat it ispossibleto have agreement on
thefacts. If therecan beagreement onthedifficult
field of physics, there can be agreement onthe
Bible. Theproblemismany peoplearenot thor-
oughintheir Biblica studiesand are often biased by

church palitics, specid interests, and hidden agen-
das. If peoplearewillingto put thoseaside, the
message of the Bible, especidly savation, should be
very clear.

How would you liketo bean astronaut if the
scientist designing your spacecraft wereassoppy in
their engineeringasmany Christiansareintheir
Biblical studies? Doesn't it stand to reason that
Chrigtiansshould beasdiligent in studying the Bible
asspaceengineersarein studying physics?
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Sudy the Scriptures Carefully

Chapter: 6:05
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1984 -2002

Inthe previous chapter, It isa Matter of Interpre-
tation, we saw that the Bibleisnot difficult to
understand when politicsand persona agendasare
put aside. Althoughthereare many reasonswhy
peoplehavedifficulty understandingtheBible,
another big reasonispeopleare not careful and
thoroughintheir study of the Bible. They do not
carefully look at al of thefacts.

| cannot overemphasi zethe necessity of thinking
issuesthroughtotheir logical conclusion. Most
Chrigtianshave only partially researched their
beliefs. They get to step 10 of a30-step process
and think that they have researched the subject
sufficiently. Thereareacouplereasonsfor this.
First, Christiansare often too busy (or too lazy) to
spend agreat ded of timestudyingtheBible.
Second, Christiansdo not seethe necessity of
carefully thinking issuesall theway through. They
fed itisawaste of timeto research somethingin-
depthif it makes senseonthe surface.

Our perception of fireisagood example of how

peopledon’t think anissuethrough. Somewould
say, “Itisobviousto even the casua observer that
fireishot. Thefactsareindisputableandit would
beawaste of timeto research thisissueany fur-
ther.” Unfortunately, thisobservationiswrong.
Whileitistruethat most firesare“hot,” you cannot
say that fireisinnately hot.

Although thereisamore complicated definition of
fire, it can be quickly defined asarapid state of
oxygenation. (Say What!) Let metry toexplain.
Weusually think of oxidation assomethingsmple
likeiron bonding with oxygen and forming what we
cal rust. When oxygen bondswith an element, it
usualy givesoff acertain amount of heat. (Onrare
occasionsitwill absorb heat.) Sincerustingisa
slow process, thereisno accumulation of heat.

Thereare other substances, such aswood and ail,
that al so react with oxygen. Thesesubstances
usualy havelittleor no reaction with oxygen until
they reach acertain temperature. Oncethey reach
thistemperature, they gointo arapid state of
oxidation. Thisprocessusually producesacertain
amount of heat andlight. Whenever heat isgener-
ated, the heat isquickly dissipated to the surround-
ing air. When areaction produces more heat than
can bedissipated, thereisabuildup of heat. If the
buildupissubstantial, the areaappears*hot.”

Thereare someitems(such ascertain types of
alcohols) that can maintain aburn at lower tempera-
tures. Ittakesahigher temperature (suchasa
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spark) to get the process started, but oncetherapid
oxidation starts, it doesn’t need ahigh temperature
tokeepitgoing. Sincetherate of oxidationisslow,
it usudly does't haveasignificant buildup of hest.
Thisisoneof thesevera reasonsstunt menin
moviescan be covered with fireand not be burned.

Thepoint I’ mtrying to makeisthis. Under normal
circumstancesyour misperception of firewould not
causeyou any problems. However, your percep-
tionsare not cons stent with the other laws of
physics, andit could causeyou problemsif you
wereinvolvedin certain typesof engineering.

| think it would be safeto say that most, if not all of
us, have certain doctrinal beliefsthat areinconsis-
tent with therest of theBible. Itisnot that weare
intentional ly trying to contradict theBible, itisjust
that we hadn’ t seen the contradiction becausewe
hadn’t studied thedoctrine carefully enough.

Althoughitisnot important for you to bewell
versedinthefield of science, itisimportant for you
to carefully study theBible. TheBibleisGod'slove
|etter to you and it can provideyou agreat deal of
help. Moreimportant, however, the eternal destiny
of many people may be affected by how thorough
you areinyour study.

I”' m going to provide you another exampleto show
you how easy it isto cometo thewrong conclusion.
I”’m going to present somefactsto you and then
draw aconclusion. Thereisaflaw intheconclusion
| havedrawn, and | want youtotry tofindit.

Thedefinition of acalorieistheenergy neededto
raiseonegram of water 1 degree Celsius. Since
your body triesto maintain atemperature of 37°C,
eating something cold would causeyour body to
“burncalories’ inorder toraisethat substanceupto
your regular body temperature. For example, if you
wereto eat abowl of ice cream (100 grams), your
body would use up to 5500 caloriesto raise the
temperature of theice cream from -18°C to 37°C.
Since 100 gramsof your typical icecreamonly has
239 Cdories, it standsto reason that you should
losesomeweight. Infact, themoreicecreamyou
edt, themoreweight you should lose.

Obvioudy, weknow thisisnot true, but doyou
know why? Thereareactualy two“caories’ being
usedinthisillugtration. Thereisthebasiccaorie
(withasmdll “c”) andthelarge Cdorie (witha
capital “C”). ThelargeCalorie (alsoknownasa
kilocalorie) is1000timeslarger thanthebasic
caorie. Thenutritional chartsfor packaged food
usesthelarge Calorie. Therefore, the239 Calories
inabowl of icecreamisactually 239,000 basic
calories. So, for every calorieyour body usesto
heat theice creamto your body temperature, you
have 43 morewaiting to goto your thighs.

Thepoint | want to makewith thispresentationis
we need to be careful in our study of the Bible.
Don't just assumethat somethingiscorrect because
it seemsto make senseonthe surface. Regardless
of how much senseit makes, you should till think
theissuedll theway through. Thisisespecidly
important on critical issues. Itispossiblethat
someone' seternal destiny dependsonthis.

Footnote™

The difference between—18°C to 37°Cis55°C.
Itwill, therefore, take about 55 caloriesto raiseone
gram of icecream (whichismostly water) tothe
person’sbody temperature. 1f you have 100g of
icecream, you will need 5,500 calories (55 x 100).
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TheCookieT hief

Chapter: 6.05
Copyright © Michaegl Bronson 1984 -2002

Asawomanwaswaiting for her flight at theairport,
she bought abook and abag of cookiesto passthe
time. Asshewasengrossed in her book, she
noticed aman take acookiefrom her bag of
cookiesthat was sitting on thetablein between
them. This, of course, made her furious. Asshe
took acookie, hetoo took acookie. Thiswent on
until only one cookiewasleft. Now, shewon-
dered, what would thiscookiethief do? Witha
smileon hisfaceand anervouslaugh, hetook the
last cookieand brokeitin half. Heoffered her one
half and ate the other. She snatched the cookie
from thisrude man and fumed about hisaudacity.

When her flight wascalled, sheindignantly got up
and boarded her plane. Shedidn’t evenlook back

at thisthievingingrate. Asshesank down on her
seat, shereached into her bag to pull out her book.
Gasping with surprise, she pulled out her bag of
cookies. Asit turned out, shewasthe cookiethief.

How many timesin our liveshave we been abso-
lutely certain about something only to discover later
wewereincorrect? Many of our beliefsare not
based on thewhole picture, but rather are based on
piecesof information. Instead of researching an
issueand derivingalogica conclusion, weseesome
“facts’ and jumpto aconclusion. Weassume
certainthingsaretrueand build our belief systemon
these assumptions.

Unfortunately, | think many peoplehave madethis
same mistakewith theteachingsof the Bible. They
assumeit teachescertainthingsthat it actudly
doesn’'t. Sometimesthese assumptionsare based
onthingswe have heard from our parentsor things
wehavereadinabook. Sometimesthesebeliefs
arebased on afew isolated verseswe haveread.

| believewe should carefully investigatedl of the
important doctrinesof theBible. Salvation, of
course, isthemost important doctrine. You needto
ask yoursdlf if you arebasing your salvationon
what the Bibleteachesor on church tradition? The
next doctrineyou should look at isthe nature of
God and what He expectsof us. You can save
yoursalf agreat deal of heartacheif you smply
understand how God dealswith our failures. You
will never beableto develop alifeof stability and
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victory until you understand how God dealswith
our fallures. Thefind thingyou should examineis
how God will dedl withthelost. Many Christians
areassuming certain thingsabout the* heathen” that
arenotintheBible.

We should never Smply assumethat somethingis
theway it appearsonthesurface. Itisimportant to
alwayscheck out thefacts. Even peoplewho are
“professionas’ can make some costly assumptions.
20/20 (August 28, 1998) did an interesting story
that illustratesthispoint.

Thestory they ran was about amanwho was
serving alife sentencefor robbery and murder.
Although hewasn't theonewho pulled thetrigger,
statelaw required himto be charged with first-
degree murder. He had beenin prison for about 15
yearswhen the presscaught wind of hismilitary
history. Thismanwasared hero. Hefoughtin
some of theworst battlesinVietnam and received
multiplemeda sfor hisheroism.

Besidesbeing ahero, hewasasoavictim. Tohelp
him deal with theunbelievable horrorshe experi-
enced, heturned to drugs. Likemany soldiersover

there, he became addicted todrugs. Thepress
hammered away at how society waspartialy
respons blefor themisconduct of thisAmerican
hero. 60 Minutesran threedifferent showson him.
Asaresult of al of thispublicity, thegovernor
commuted hissentence. Thisvictim of society was
now afreeman.

Therewasonly onesmall problem: Hewasnever in
Vietnam. Hismilitary career consisted of beinga
supply clerk until hewent AWOL. No one, includ-
ing the professiona journalists, bothered to check
out hisstory. They had just assumed themilitary
records he provided them were correct. No one
took the simplestepsof asking themilitary for a
copy of hisrecord.

Thepoint I’mtrying to makeiswe should never
assumewhat someoneistelling youiscorrect.
Alwayscheck out thefacts. Even materia pre-
sented in thisbook should not be accepted at face
value. Takethetimeto study the subjectsyourself.
If professional journalistshave made such mgjor
blunders, you can be surethat “ strong mature”
Chrigtianswill maketheir share of profound mis-
takes.

Theabove story isbased on Vaerie Cox'sstory;
The Cookie Thief.
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In Dyingyou Live

The streets of Nazi Germany
(Bundesarchiv Koblenz, Germany)

Chapter 6.07
Copyright © Michaegl Bronson 1984 -2002

Thequiet buzzer ringstwice causing everyoneto get
up and start performing their assigned duties. One
person collectsal of thedishesand putsthemina
secret cabinetinthewall. Another person putsa
new set of coffee cupsonthetablefilled with fresh
hot coffee. A tablethat wasonce set for tenisnow
set for three.

Three peopletaketheir placesaround thetable and
the other seven runtothebedrooms. Carefully
touching certain spotsonthewall they unlatcha
panel leading to asecret hideaway. Their evacua
tion flowed smoothly. They had practiced it so
many timesit wasalmost second nature. All tell-
talesgnsof thefugitiveshave been meticuloudy
diminated.

Thefront door flings open and eight German
soldiersrushin. Thesoldierssearchtheentire
houseand find nothing. They report their findings
tothelr leader, ashort balding maninablack
leather jacket. Hesmilessinisterly ashehearsthe
news. Asthe Gestapo agent dowly blowssmoke
out of hismouth, he coldly examineseach person at
thetable. Running hisfingersalong the surface of
thecherry dining roomtable, hesays, “Not every-
thingistheway it seems.” Takingafinal dragonhis
cigarette, heextinguishesit onthetable, disfiguring
itsbeautiful surface.

The Gestapo agent casually walks upstairsto one of
the bedrooms. Walking directly toawall, he puts
hishands on the secret latches and exposesthe
hiding place. Terrified, theJewshuddleinthe
corner of their hiding place. The Gestapo agent
pullsout hisgun and pointsit at one of the Jews.
Cocking thehammer of hisgun hesays, “ Just likel
thought; your houseisinfested withvermin.”

Although the ownersof the house had been very
careful toeliminatedl tracesof their activities, their
hiding place had still beendiscovered. Inthis
gtuation, it didn’t matter how careful they were, the
Gestapo agent knew exactly wherethe Jewswere
hiding. Aninformer had tipped him off.

Ironically, theinformer wasn't an Aryanwho hated
Jews, but wasaJew himself. Many Jewish people
knew what the Germansweredoing to their fellow
Jewsand they wereterrified. Asaresult, some of
them becameinformantsfor theNazisin exchange
for preferential treatment. They sacrificedthelives
of othersto savetheir own.

Whilethisbetrayd initidly saved theinformersfrom
theNazi’sviolence, most informersultimately ended
up being killed. Wasbetraying their friendsworth
it? For the sake of argument, let’ssay that this
betrayal did savetheinformant’slife. Wasit till
worthit? Would theinformant be consumed by
guilt and shametherest of hislife? Whenyou
comparethisshort lifehereon Earthwith al of
eternity, did thisbetrayd redly profit him?
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In contrast to theseinformants, you had other
peoplewho did the opposite. These peoplewere
not Jewsand could have beenleft alone (relatively
speaking) by theNazisif they didn’tinterferewith
the“final solution.” Yet, many of themrisked their
own livestryingto save Jews. Many of these
people ended up in death campsfor protecting
Jews.

SS Mohile Killing Squads
(YIVO Institutefor Jewish Research, NY)

The Ten Boom family isagood exampleof this.
ThisDutchfamily felt that the Germans’ trestment of
the Jewswas despicable, so they used their home
asasafehavenfor Jewsuntil they could be
smuggled out of Holland. They saved many Jewish
familiesbeforethey werefinally caught.

Asthe Ten Boom family washeing loaded into a
German transport truck, asoldier pulled thefather
asdetotak tohim. Hefet sorry for thiselderly
man and heknew hewouldn’tlastlonginjail. The
soldier told Mr. Ten Boom that if he promised to
stop thisactivity, hewould let himgo. Mr. Ten
Boom politely said that if hewereto bereleased, he
would be hiding Jews by the end of the day.

Hewastakentojail and died shortly thereafter.
Corrie Ten Boom and her sister went to
Ravensbruck, aNazi death camp, for harboring

Jews. They both endured incredible hardshipsand
only Corriesurvived.

Many peoplerisked their livesto help savethe
Jewsfromtheholocaust. To show their apprecia-
tion, Israel set up theHolocaust Memorial (Yad
Vashem) in Jerusalem to honor thosewho hel ped
save JewsfromtheNazis. Thereare 8,611 “Righ-
teous Gentiles’ who are honored there. Isragl also
planted atreefor each of these Righteous Gentiles
inmemory of what they did. (Source: Atlasof
Jewish History, page 104).

TheTen Boom family followed theBiblicd instruc-
tionsof treating othersthe sameway Christ would
have. They deliberately sacrificed their home,
hedlth, and evenlivesto help others. Although they
behaved inaway that cost them everything, it
actually produced the oppositeresults.

TheBiblehas many instructionsthat seemto defy
all understanding and wisdom. They just don’t
make sense. For example, the Biblesaysthat in
order to befirst, you must belast (Mk. 9:35, 10:
31). Italsosaysthat inorder totruly live, we must
dietoourselves(Mk 8:35; Lk. 9:24).

TheTen Boomfamily isagreat exampleof these
verses. Whenthey died to themselves, God
created lifethrough them. Beforeand during their
imprisonment, they were ableto changemany lives.
After thewar, Corrie Ten Boom became apowerful
testimony of theloveand forgivenessof God.
Moreimportant, however, they traded in their
earthly lifefor tremendouseternal Heavenly re-
wards. They reaped atremdousincreaseinthis

swap.

Trusting God and understanding the reasonsbehind
someof Hisingtructionsisnot alwayseasy. How-
ever, if God'sWord clearly tellsyou to do some-
thing, you shouldjust doit. Becompletely obedient
andleavetherest to God. If God isthe author of
theingtructions, let Himwork out thedetails. Let
God producetheresults, evenif theresultsseem

impossible.
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| have afascinating demongtration that will illustrate
thispoint. Thisdemonstrationwill producearesult
that appearsto defy all common sense and reason-
ing. Thisdemonstrationwill show that you canface
advergity, pressures, and impossibilitieshead-on
and still comeout victorious.

Thisdemongtrationinvolvesaleaf blower or some
other type of blower (pleaserefer to the chapter
Setting up the Demonstration for specific details).
If you takethisleaf blower and point it toward
someleaves, theleaveswill obvioudy blow away.

If youmovethe blower closer to theleaves, they
will fly away evenfaster. Thecloser an object gets
totheleaf blower, the more pressurewill be applied
toit.

If someonewereto ask you, “What would happen
if you put adisk at theend of the blower?,” you
would naturaly say that it would be blown away.
To proveyour point, youwould start out by putting
adisk about two feet away fromthe blower. Atthis
point you canfedl theair pushing againgt thedisk.
You feel more pressure being appliedto thedisk as
you moveit closer to the blower. Asyou complete
your demongtration (by moving thedisk right next
totheblower), you suddenly find thedisk being
“sucked” up against the blower.

You' re probably wondering how thedisk isbeing
sucked up. Look at the chapter Explaining this
Phenomenon for an explanation. Regardless of
how it happens, we can still draw two vauable
lessonsfrom thisdemonstration. Firgt, it showsus
that it ispossibleto have something appear to defy
al common sense and conventiona wisdom and till
becorrect. Therefore, since God'sWordistrue,
wecantrustitsinstructionscompletely, evenif it
doesn’t dways appear to make sense. If God's
Word clearlytellsyouto do something, you should
doitevenif it seemsto defy all common senseand

logic.

The second lesson we can learn from thisdemon-
strationisthat complete obedienceisessentia. We
saw that putting the disk only half way to the blower
only resulted in pressureand opposition. Likewise,

if weareonly halfway obedient to God'scommand,
wewill probably runinto agreat deal of pressure
and opposition. Wewill not seethefulfillment of
God'spromise.

When apersoniscompletely obedient to God's
instructions, God worksout the details. For
example, whenthe children of |sragl wereready to
gointo the Promised Land, the Jordan River was
blocking them. God told the priest to pick up the
Ark andwalk into theriver. Assoon asthey
stepped into theriver, thewater parted (Joshua
3:15, 16). Thewater didn’t open up when they
wereclosetotheriver; it only opened up when they
stepped into thewater. If they had stopped five
feet from thewater and waited for God to perform
Hismiracle, they would have been greatly disap-
pointed.

Thisdemonstration of theleaf blower canbeagreat
visual aidtoteach peopleto trust God and the
Bible. (You caneven useashop-vac (exhaust port)
or ahair dryer to do thedemonstration.) The
following chapter providesaskit that | think your
churchwould enjoy. Withalittleimaginationit can
bemodified for an older or younger audience.
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Defying the laws of
Physics (a skit)

Thisskit (which appearsto defy thelawsof phys-
ics) isanideal tool to teach peopleto trust God and
theBible.

Although air isblowing down hard on thedisk,
itisstill being “sucked” up.

I mportant Note:

In the previous chapter (In Dying you Live), | used a
unique phenomenon to illustrate that the Bible and God
can still be trusted even though some of their instructions

appear to defy all common sense. Using this phenom-

enon, | created a skit to teach people to trust God and
the Bible. | think you can use your imagination to adjust
the skit for an older or younger audience.

If you have not read the previous chapter, you might want
to do so now.

Chapter: 6.08
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1984 -2002

Set up the demonstration asoutlined in the chapter
Setting up the Demonstration. Turn the blower
on and place someballoonsand confetti initspath.
Havesomefunwiththis. Turntheblower off and
ask for avolunteer. Turnthe blower back onand
movethedisk up and downinfront of the blower
(asdescribed intheinstructions). Becareful not to
get closer than ahalf afoot from the blower. Ask
thevolunteer to do the samething so heisableto
feel the power of the blower.

Placeadollar on one side of thetableand four
dollarsontheother side. Tell your volunteer that he
hasthe opportunity to get the onedollar or get the
four dollars. (You can usecandy barsif youwant.)
Explaintothevolunteer that all hehastodoistake
thedisk and pushit up tothe blower and leaveit
there. If it staysup thereonitsown, hegetsthe
four dollars. If it doesnot stay up, hegetsnothing.
Of coursg, if hethinksit will not stay up thereonits
own, he can takethe one-dollar bill and sit down.

Say to thevolunteer, “Now, beforeyou answer, |
want totell you something. If you pushthedisk al
theway tothetop, it will stay there. Althoughiit
looksimpossible, thedisk will stay up there.
Althoughthereisno glueor tapeto holdit up, |
promisethat if you doas| say, thedisk will stay up
there. Doyoutrust me? If you trust me, follow my
ingtructions. If you doubt that it will stay up there
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onitsown, you cantakethisdollarand I’ll find
another volunteer.” If thefirst volunteer doesn'ttry
it, pick out one morevolunteer. If that volunteer
doesnot doit, demonstrateit yourself. After you
show theaudiencethat the disk will stay up thereby
itsdlf, turnto them and say thefollowing:

Sometimesthe Bibleasksusto do thingsthat seem
to contradict logic and common sense. For ex-
ample, it saysthat if wewant to befirst, wemust be
last. Italsosaysthat if wereally wanttolive, we
must dieto our desiresand dreams. These state-
ments seem to contradict common sense.

Yet, if theBibleistrue, wecantrustitsinstructions.
If the Bibleclearlytellsyouto do something, you
should obey itsinstruction completely and leavethe
rest with God. 1f God wantsyou to do something,
let Himwork out thedetails. Evenif it appearsthat
the solution seemsimpossible, trust God. Asthis
demonstration shows, thingsare not alwaystheway

they appear.

It'simportant to understand that complete obedi-
enceisessential. Partial obedienceoftenresultsin
fallureand disappointments. Withthisdemonstra-
tion we saw that going part way only resultedin
intense pressureand opposition. Likewise, if you
only do part of God'sinstructions, you will prob-
ably experience opposition and pressure. You
won't see God'sintervention. If you get closeto
fulfilling God' swill, but don’t go any closer, youwill
probably seeresultsopposite of what you are
seeking.

A failurelikethiscan greatly discourageyouand
causeyou to doubt God and the Bible. It may
causeyou to bereluctant to trust God in thefuture.
God can betrusted and Hewill stand by HisWord.
If you completely follow God'sinstructions, you just
might be surprised by what Hewill dofor you. Just
make sure, however, that you are completely
obedient to everything Heasks.

I mportant Note:

Anexplanation of why thedisk staysupthereis
found in the chapter Explaining the Phenomenon.
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Explaining the Phenomenon

Chapter: 6.09
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1984 -2002

Inan earlier chapter, In Dying you Live, | demon-
strated that you could place adisk against aleaf
blower andit will be* sucked” up against the
blower. Thischapter will attempt to explain how
thisphenomenonworks. (Thefollowing chapter,
Setting up the Demonstration, tellsyou how to
set up thedemonstration.) The SmithsonianAero-
gpace Museum (Washington D.C.) hasasimilar
exhibit to demonstrate how air flowing over a
plane' swing causesittorise. Thefollowingisthe
explanation they provided:

“Asyoullift the plate closer to the blower, theair
strikesthe plate and sprays outward acrossits
surface. Whentheair strikesthe center of the
plate, the pressureishigh. Whereit spreads
outward acrossthe plate, the pressureislower,

varying with the speed of theair. Thecloser you
movethe plateto the blower, thelower the pressure
becomesover alarge portion of the plate.

Asyou continuetoraisetheplate, it reachesapoint
wheretheforceonitsupper surfaceislessthanthe
forceonitslower surface. Thedifferencepushes
theplateup!”

Personally, | don’'t feel thisdoesagood job ex-
plaining why thishappens. For thosewho have
studied physics, | think thisphenomenon has
something to do with the Bernoulli’'sPrinciple.
Thisprinciple states, in part, “Asthe speed of a
fluidincreases, the pressuredecreases.” Inother
words, fast moving air exertsless pressurethan
dow movingair. Thereasonthishappensis,“More
energy isused up asthemoleculesaccelerate. This
leaves|essenergy to exert pressure, and the
pressurethusdecreases.” (If thisis” clear asmud,”
pleaseread on.)

We often see thishappen without evenredizingit.
Whenyou first turn on the shower, the shower
curtaingets“sucked in” toward the spraying water.
When acar drivesfast down astreet, theleaves
that aresitting on the side of theroad get suckedin
behindit. Inasense, thecar createsavacuumin
thesurrounding area.

You cantry thisprincipleout for yourself. Cuta
piece of paper that isabout 2 by 6 incheslong.
Hold the narrow end next to your lower lipwith the
other end hanging down. Blow acrossthetop of
the paper and you' |l find that the paper risesup.
Thefast moving air ontop of the paper createsa
lower pressure zone compared to the low moving
air onthe bottom of the paper. Thelow pressure
on top pullsthe paper up.

Itisthisprinciple (Bernoulli’sprinciple) that lifts
airplanesupintheair. Asair flowsover awing at
great speeds, it createsa“low pressure” zone
abovethewing (comparedtotheair pressure
below thewing). Itisthelow pressure (or vacuum)
ontop of thewing that pullsthe plane up. Although
| won't boreyou with thedetails, thewingsare
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designed with some specia featuresthat enhance
thisprocess.

If youwereto blow fast moving air acrossthetop
of thedisk, thelow pressureon top of thedisk
would causeit toriseup. At thistimeyou may be
saying, “Okay, | understand that to apoint, but how
can the disk rise up when you have so much
pressure blowing straight downonit?” Beforel
explainthat, takealook at the diagramsbel ow.

+

N 2

When the air hits the plate, it bounces up and sideways

el e—
M

As the disk moves closer, most of the air flows sideways.

li—

|
As the disk is brought even closer, all of the air moves
sideways. Thisreduced space causes the air to move
faster.

Whenthedisk isbrought next to the platform, all of
theair isflowing sdeways. Thissidewaysmoving
airismovingincredibly fast and asaresult, itis
creating avery low-pressure zone. Thislow-
pressure zoneis so powerful that the upward
pressureislarger than the downward pressure.
Thus, thedisk rises. Seethediagram below.

per 1

As the sideways moving air increasesin speed, it starts
pulling up on the disk. As the speed increases, so does
the upward pressure. At some point, this upward
pressureis greater than the downward pressure of the
blower. Thisiswhen the disk is sucked up.
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Setting up the Demonstration

Permanent Display

‘.'_'-" il

Temporary Display

Chapter: 6.10
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1984 -2002

Inanearlier chapter (InDyingyou Live), | useda
unique phenomenon toillustrate that God and the
Biblecan till betrusted even though“ common
sense” appearstodictate otherwise. Usingthis
phenomenon, | created askit (Defying the Laws
of Physics) that Christians can use at church to
teach peopleto trust God and the Bible. This
chapter tellsyou how to set up thisdemonstration.

Therearetwo waysof making thepropsfor this
demonstration. Thereisan easy, quick, and
inexpensive ($0) way to maketheprops. Thereis
also amoreprofessional looking model that isfunto
build and costsaround $30 (if you already havea
shop-vac or some other type of blower). Listed
below arethe prosand cons of each of the props.

Once you decide which approach you want to take,
gototheappropriate chapter: Instructionsfor the
Temporary Display or Instructionsfor the Perma-

nent Display.
TheQuick Temporary Display
Pros
-It usualy doesn’t cost you anythingif you
aready haveahair dryer.

-Itisideal if you areonly going to demonstrate
itonce.

-No specia materialsarerequired.

Cons

-Itisnot professional looking.

-Theaudience cannot easily seethat thereis
nothing holding thedisk up.

-The presentation isnot as dramatic because
the blower isnot as powerful.
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Permanent Professional looking version
Pros

-Itlooksmoreprofessiondl.

-Itismoredurable; idedl if youwant to useit
many timesor loanit out.

-The presentation ismore dramatic becausethe
blower ismore powerful.

-If you likeworking with your hands, thisisa
fun project to build.

-Sinceeverythingisclear, itisobviousyou are
not using glue or tapeto hold thedisk up.

Cons
-It costsaround $30to build, if you aready
haveablower.

-You need to have ashop-vac, leaf blower, or
suitable vacuum cleaner.

-Requiresmoretimeto build and some shop
ills

-Somematerias(thicker Plexiglas) may be
difficulttoobtain.
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Instructionsfor Making the
Permanent Display

Chapter: 6.11
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1984 -2002

MakingthePlexiglasplatform

1) Obtainapieceof Plexiglasthatisat least 16 x
16incheswide. ThePlexiglasshould beat least ¥4
of aninchthick. ThePlexiglasthat isused for storm
windows (usudly 1/8 of aninchthick) istoothin. It
will till work, but thethinner Plexiglasvibratesand
makesavery loud noise. Most glassshopsand
some hardware stores carry thethicker type of
Plexiglas.If you can't find any thick Plexiglas, you
can makeyour permanent platform out of plywood.

2) Cutapieceof paperintoal0.25x 10.25inch
square.

3) Mark the center and four cornersof the paper.

4) Measure and mark the middle of the board.

5) Put the paper ontheboard, aligning the center
of the paper over the center of the board.

6) Usingthe4 cornersof the paper, mark 4 spots
ontheboard.

7) Drill holes(using a¥sinch bit) into each of the
four dots. Goall theway throughthe Plexiglas.
Thisiswhereyour boltswill go through to bolt the
legson.

8) Cuttheholeat center mark. Theholecan be
about 1.5to 2incheswide. You can cut thehole
with ajigsaw or with aborethat isusedto putin
door handles.
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9) Make an attachment to hold the blower hose
on. | took oneof the attachments(that | haven’t
used) from the shop-vac and cut theend off. You
can a so make an attachment from ashort piece

(about 1.5incheslong) of 2 inch plastic water pipe.

10 Hot glue (or epoxy) the attachment to the
platform.

Makingthe Sand

1.) Buy 6feet of 1¥4inchdowel rod (round
wooden pol€)

2.) Cuttherodinto4 piecesthat are 1.5feet long.

Thesewill bethelegsfor your platform. You can
alsouseregular 2x 4s. If you use 2x4s, be sure
that when you aredone, theinside cornersof the
wood are9inchesapart. Thiskeepsyour 10.25
inchdisk fromdiding out whenitisfloating.

3.) Intheend of eachleg, drill astarter hole. Use
a3/16inchdrill bit. Drill aholethat isabout 2
inchesdeep. Thiskeepsthedoll rod from splitting
when you screw inthebolts.

4.) Buy four boltsthat are¥inch wide and about
2incheslong.

5.) Attachthefour legsonthe oppositesideof the
hose attachment.

6.) Thelegsservetwo purposes. They hold the
platform up and they keep thedisk fromdliding

away.
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Making the Disk

1) Buy apieceof ¥ainchthick Plexiglasthat isat
least 10.25x 10.25incheswide. If you can’tfind
thethick Plexiglas, you can usewood that is¥inch
thick. You can also gluetogether 2 or 3 pieces of
1/8inch Plexiglas.

2) Cutitintoaround 10.25incheswidedisk. You
can either useajigsaw or havetheglassshopdoit
for you. They will probably chargeyou around $5
to$10tocut it for you.

3) If youarehavingtroublegettingitcutinacircle,

you can cut it into asquarethat is10.25 inches
wide.

Settingup theProp

Attach oneend of the hoseto the platform and the
other end to the exhaust port of the shop-vac.
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Instructionsfor Making the
Temporary Display

Chaptear: 6.12
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1984 -2002

M aking thewooden platform

1) Cutapieceof plywoodto 3feet by 1.5feet.
2) Measuretheend of your hairdryer (whichwill
bearound 2 inches). Add about 1/8 of aninchto
thismeasurement. Thiswill bethesizeof thehole
youwill cut for thehairdryer.

3) Measureand mark the middle of the board.

4) Cutapieceof paperintoa9.5x 9.5inch
square.

5) Mark the center of the paper and itsfour
corners.

6) Putthepaper ontheboard, aligning the center
of the paper over the center of the board.

7) Mark thefour spotson the board.

8) Drill ascrew into each of thefour dots. Leave
about ¥20f aninch of screw showing. (Thiswill
keepthedisk from diding away.)

9) Cuttheholeat center mark (for the hairdryer).
Theholecan beabout 1.5to 2incheswide. You
can cut theholewith ajigsaw or withaborethat is
used to putindoor handles. Cut theholeat center

mark.
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Making the Disk

1) Findapieceof thin cardboard, suchasfroma
cereal box. If youdon't havethis, you canbuy this
thicknessof cardboard at any craft or office supply
store. Depending on how powerful your hairdryer
IS, you may beableto usethethicker cardboard
from ashipping box.

2) Cutout around disk that isabout 10.25 inches
across

Settingup theProp

1) Settwo chairsabout 2.5 feet from each other.
2) Put the board between thetwo chairsas shown
inthe picture at the beginning of the chapter. (Have
about 3inchesof the board resting on each chair.)

Make surethat the screwsarefacing down.

3) Get somefoam to put around the end of the
hairdryer. Thiskeepstheair fromleaking out.

4) Putthehairdryer intheholeontheboard. You
will need to hold the hairdryer during the presenta-
tion.

Special Notes

Usethetop speed of the hairdryer for maximum
airflow. If your hair dryer hasanon-heat mode,
usethat. Theheat will eventualy warp thecard-
board, resultinginit curlingandfalling down. It
would beagood ideato carry acouplediskswith
youincaseyouruinone. Thethicker cardboard
(from shipping boxes) can withstand the heat much
better.
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Section 3: 1 You had $100 Billion

LYo 10 0o 0,0 ] =11 o S 67
Although| don’t have $100 billion, | dohave 500 hilliON ........ccceiiieeesee s 71
What | Would dOWItNTNEIMONEY .....ceeeieeeeecee ettt esne et e e e sreenne e 75
N0 T ) U L U g o PSPPSR 81
0SS0 1Yo 0 SRS 85
Table1l: TheGrowth of 10yearsof Saving ($360 AYEAr) ......ccevrrerieirerierieese et 91
Table2: TheGrowth of aSingleInvestment of $3,600 .........ccccoevririririeneneese e 92
Table3: TheVaueof a$LINvestmeEntiNnanNTRA ......c.oo i 93
Table4: TheVaueof a$LINvestmeEntiNnaNTRA .....c.oo et 94
01 1 T PSPPSR 95




BibleHelp.org

|f you had $100 Billion

Chapter: 12.01
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1984 -2002

Whenthegave hit the podium, the crowd erupted
into applause. Wall Street had just closed and,
astonishingly, the Dow JonesAverage had broken
another record. Asthe stock pricesclimbed that
day inJuly of 1997, Bill Gatesbecame$3 billion
richer. Gates, corporate and computer genius, was
reported to beworth $41 billion. The success of
Microsoft’s cofounder has been asource of both
envy and admiration.

| find Bill Gatesintriguing because we share some
amilarities. Unfortunately, beingabillionaireisn’'t
one of them. We both haveapassionto utilizethe
power of computersto meet specific needsaround
theworld. Weareboth visionaries. And last, but
not least, if youwereto look at picturesfrom our
early teens, you might think wewerethe same

person.

Although theworld has seen thousands of million-
aires, there have only been ahandful of peoplewho
have ever been worth morethan $10billion. Asfar
as| know, no onehasever comeclosetoBill’s
current $41 billion record.

| find hislifeintriguing for another reason. Bill

Gateshasthe possibility of doing something that
would have been deemed impossibleeven ayear
ago. If things progresstheway they have been, he
could eventualy beworth over $100billion.
(Editor’'snote: OnJuly 1999, two yearsafter |
wrotethis, Bill Gates persona wealth exceeded
$100hillion. The“Bill GatesPersona Wedlth
Clock” providesaroughdaily estimateof his
current wealth. Thiscan befound at http://
www.webho.com/Wea thClock.)

Thereason| find thisfascinatingisbecause severa
yearsago | embarked onaunique spiritua exercise.
| asked mysdlf theludicrousquestion, “What would
| doif | had $100 billion? How would | invest it so
itwould haveeternal value?’ Moreimportant, |
asked mysdf, “How would | usetheseresourcesto
bring Christ to alost world?’

My questionto you ishow would you try to bring
Christtoalost worldif you had $100 billion? You
may ask, “Why should | waste my timeimagining
theimpossible? Wouldn't thisbean exercisein
futility? Shouldn’t we spend our timeon more
productiveand useful preparations?” Whileat first
glancethisexercisemay seemlikedaydreaming, it
isactualy very productive. It will focusyour
spiritud vison, and moreimportant, it will helpyou
obtain abetter understanding of what isthetrue
sourceof spiritual power.

Thiswasoneof themost challenging and exciting
spiritual exercises| have ever undertaken. | have
learned agreat deal about the power of God, the
world, and mysdlf. | havefound many of my ideas
about how God workswereincorrect. | have
found mysdf reeva uating and readjusting my
priorities.

Themost important thing | learned wasmoney, in
and of itsdlf, haslittlevalue. Thebottleneck to
world evangelismisnot thelack of money, but
rather, itisalack of obedient believers, void of their
own ambitionsand full of theHoly Spirit. God
ownsthe cattle on athousand hills (Psalms50:10).
Hecreated dl of thegold that everyoneinthis
world seemstovauesohighly. Money isnota
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limiting factor to God. He spokebillionsof galaxies
intoingtant existence. It would beasmplethingfor
Godto provide someonewith $100 billionto do
missionwork. It appears, however, God views
other factorsinour livesasmore useful and desir-
able.

Spiritual power and usefulnesscomesfromthe
Spirit of God, not from our human strengthsand
abilities. Itisthe Spirit of God being allowed to
flow through abeliever that produceseternd fruit.
Thisisthereasonyou'll find two peoplewith
identical messages and methods producing vastly
different results. With onebeliever themessageand
method arethe primary focus. Withthe other
believer the primary focusis God and His power.
Themessagesand methods are secondary.

John Paul Getty was once the richest man in the
world. How much money did he leave when he
died? -Answer: ALL of it

Throughout the years peopl e havetried to copy
other successful Christians. Although they preach
theidentica sermonsthat have once produced great
revivas, theresultsarerarely thesame. They falled
toredlizeit wasmainly the Spirit of God who
produced the eternal fruit, not the actual words of
the sermon. Thewordsof asermon, of course, are
important, but itsimportancediminishesgresatly in
comparisonto theworking of theHoly Spirit.

In1 Cor. 1:27-37, God says He will use the weak
and foolishto confound the strong and thewise.
He doesthis so no onewill be ableto boast about
their own accomplishments. Hewantsall theglory
and honor to go to Himself, therightful owner. This
doesn’'t mean God won't just asreadily usethe
srong andintelligent. 1t smply meansthe strength
and wisdom that produce eternal resultscomes
from God and not man. 1 Cor. 12:9 (NIV) says,
“...my power ismade perfect inweakness.” Paul
recognized thiswhenhesaidinverse 10, “For
when | amwesak, then| amstrong.” TheBibleis
full of such examplesand so arethe history books.

Psalms127:1 says, “ Except the Lord buildsthe
house, itsbuilder laborsinvan.” If you, instead of
God, arebuildingaministry, youwill seelittle
eternd fruit. Youmay havealarge”ministry;” but
thetrueeternd fruitswill beminimd. If, however,
you alow Godto build Hisministry through you,
your lifewill haveatremendouseterna impact. In
fact, your output will befar greater than your inpuit.

Jesus demonstrated thiswhen Hefed thefive
thousand with afew fish. Thewidow in2Kings
4:1-7filled many largejarswith oil fromasingle
small jar. Thewidow in1Kings17:14-16 had ajar
of ail that didn't runout. 1f wearefollowing God's
leading and are drawing our power from the Spirit,
God will multiply thelittlewe haveto meet our true
needs.

Often people are tempted not to tithe or send
money to assist certain ministries. Sometimesitis
becausethey are greedy and do not want to follow
God'scommandsontithing. Other timesitis
because aperson feelstheir contributionswill not
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make much of adifference. If you study the
scriptures, | think you' Il find theregular giving of the
believershas met the needs of most ministries. We
should support these ministries because God has
ingtituted thisasthe method to financeministries.
How then, do wereconcilethismandatory giving
with thefact God often performsgreat miraclesto
meet needs? If God does perform miraclesto
supply needed resources, wheredoesmy givingfit
in? What then, isthevalue of money inrespect to
Chrigianminigtries?

We must be careful not to put too much emphasis
onmoney. Ontheother hand we should be careful
not toignoreit either. Money should beviewed just
likedll of the other resources God hasgivenus.

We should put the sameimportance on our money
aswe put on our other resources, no greater or no
less. Many Christianserr by placing money and
methods ahead of the Spirit of God. It'slike putting
the cart beforethehorse. Thecart isneeded, but
without thehorseitisworthless.

Our money, skills, and abilitiesare needed, but only
when used correctly. Oncewehaveour priorities
lined up correctly, we havetheresponsibility and
obligation to use our resourcesto thefullest. Since
weareto be good stewards of all theresources
God hasgiven us, weareto useour skills, abilities,
common, and money senseasmuch aspossible.
Oncewe acknowledge God asthetrue source of
power, God wantsusto do our part. Granted, our
partisvery small and seemingly insignificant. Itis,
however, necessary. To theamount we stop doing
our part, God will stop doing His.

Itislikeapersondrivingacar. Hecan either try
pushing the car by hisown strength or hecan
recognizethe car isempowered by another source.
Once aperson acknowledgesthe car isempow-
ered by afar superior source, he il hasthe
obligationtodo hispart. If hedoesn’t turnthekey
and presson the gas pedal, the car will not move.
Likewise, inour spiritua walk, if wedon't do our
small part, thegreat power of God will not be
engaged. God doesnot likelazinessor dothfulness
and Hewantsusto do everything to the best of our

ability.

Thestory of thewidow’soil (2Kings4:1-7) isan
excdllent exampleof how our human respongbility
relatesto the power of God. Elijahtold thewidow
who was poverty strickentogotoall of her neigh-
borsand find asmany empty jarsaspossible. He
specificaly told her, “Don’t ask for just afew.” She
thentook thelittleoil she had and started pouring it
intotheempty jars. Theoil kept flowing and
flowing. Finaly, when sheranout of empty jars
“theoil stopped flowing.”

Themiraculouspower of the continuoudy flowing
oil wasnot hers. Theonly impact shehad onthis
miraclewasthe number of jarsshebrought. If she
had brought only afew jars, theimpact of her lifein
thisareawould beminimal. If shebrought alarge
number of jars, her impact would begreat. Like-
wise, when God asksusto do aspecific task, our
actionswill determine how much God will useus. If
wearelazy or neglectful, our impact will bemini-
mdl.

God, of course, hastofirstinitiatethetask. If God
had told thewidow to obtain exactly tenjars, she
would have beenwrong to collect thirty. If Hetold
her to collect 100jars, it would have been impor-
tant for her to make sureshehad 100 jars. We
must follow God'sleading to theextent He has
reveaedittous.

Theneedtofullyfollow God'sleading isdemon-
strated in Num. 20:8-12. Here God commanded
Mosesto providewater for thecomplaining Israel -
itesby speakingto arock. Instead of completely
following God'sinstruction, theangry Moseshit the
rock with hisrod. Although M oseswasnot com-
pletely faithful to God, water did flow fromthe
rock. Thislack of faithfulness, however, cost
Mosesgreatly. Hewasnot alowed to enter the
Promised Land because of thisincident. Thereare
several placesin scripturesthat show thiswasa
sourceof great painto Moses. Think about this; if
God punished thisgreat man of God so severely for
disobedience, what do you think could happento
usif wedisobey God?

©
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In Luke 16:8, Jesusrebuked the believersbecause
the people of theworld were more shrewd and
innovativethanthebelievers. God wantsusto
develop our strengths, create sound methods, and
get themost bang for our buck. Evenif wehad
$100 billion, weshould spend it wisdly and frugally
asthough our fundswerevery limited. Aslongas
our money and preparationsare not areplacement
for God's power, and do not contradict Hisleading,
wemust usethemtothefullest.

God expectsusto use our common sense. There
maly betimes, however, when God will lead youto
alter your plansor to even do something that defies
all common sense. In such cases, you shouldfollow
God'sleading. Otherwise, be ashrewd business-
manwith your time, money, and talents.

Being good stewardsof our timeinvolves an aspect
many of usmay not have considered. We are not
being good stewards of our timewhenwedo things
that diminish thelength of our lives. Many Chris-
tians have had premature deaths because of pre-
ventableillnesses. How isthiswaste of precious
yearsany different than wasting severa thousand
hours being acouch potato?

Most Christiansare conscious of thefact that
smoking, drug abuse, and drinkingwill shortena
person’slife. Many Chrigtians, however, fall to
group theseversesa ong with eating poorly. Heart
disease, brought on by adiet rich in saturated fats
and alack of exercise, can cut aperson’slifeshort
by seventotenyears. Asstewardsof God'stime,
we should bemore careful inthisarea. | amnot
emphasizing ahealthy diet becausel anahedth
fanatic. Quitethecontrary, | strugglewiththisissue
asmuch asmost of you.

Althoughweshouldtry to stay hedlthy, thereare
occasionswhen God will direct someonetolive
sacrificidly inageographic areathat exposesther
body to parasites, diseases, and apoor diet. As
long asthey arefollowing God'sleading, these
exposuresaregoing to beunavoidable. Infact, this
sacrificefor thecauseof Christispreciousinthe
sight of God. However, eveninthesesituations,

there are probably some preventable health
problemsthat could, and should be, avoided.

Being good stewards of your resources does not
mean your ministry will flourish and prosper. In
fact, it may appear to othersthat your lifeisquite
unfruitful. Recently, | waslisteningto atalk show
onaChristianradio station, and | heard ayoung
man express hisanger and bitternesstoward God.
Hewanted to beaChristian singer and travel
around theworld singing praisesto God. Things
did not work out for him and hewasunableto
break into thisvery competitive market. Thisyoung
man wasjea ousof other successful singersand
upset with God for not using him. God does not
ask usto be* successful” inthe eyesof others. He
only asksustofollow Hisleading and begood
stewardsof theresourcesHehasgivenus. Oncea
person understandsthis, hewill save himself alot of
orief.

Working through the $100 billion spiritual exercise
should produce profound changesin thelifeof the
believer. Thisisespecialy truefor thelay Christian.
It may actually revol utionizetheway you view God,
money, eternity, and most important, your “ useful -
ness.”
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Although | don’t have $100 billion, | do have 500 billion
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500 billion Dinarasfrom Yugosavia

Chapter: 12.02
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1984 -2002

Yes, | have500hillion! Unfortunately, itsnot $500
billion American, but 500 billion Dinarasfrom
Yugodavia. Theabovebill isworthlessbecause
Yugodavia seconomy and government have
disintegrated. Serbia, Bosnia, andAlbaniawereall
part of Yugodlaviabeforethe BalticWers. If you
remember, about 10 yearsago the United States
military had to go over thereto bring stability back
intothat war tornregion

Theinstability brought on by thecivil war (1993)
caused theeconomy to gointo hyperinflation. In
lessthan ayear, the economy imploded. Anitem
that used to cost one Dinaras quickly roseto 500

billionDinaras. 1t would literally takeawheel bar-
row full of money to buy aloaf of bread.

You can see how hyperinflation canquickly turna
wesdlthy personinto abeggar. A millionairecould
have 500 million hidden under hisbed (hidden
because of hisdistrust of banks) and withinashort
period of timethe money would becomea most
worthless. Generationsof accumulated wealth
werewiped out inmonths. Itkind of givesnew
meaning to Jesus admonition, “ Storeup for your-
selvestreasuresin heaven, wheremoth and rust do
not destroy” (Matthew 6:20).

Thisisthereasonitisimportant to have aproper
perspectiveon money. Yes, it would beniceto
have great wealth to be ableto support many great
Christian projects. Yet, aswe saw, wecan't put
our faith and hopein money. Thepowerisnotin
themoney; itisintheLord.

Our dreams (whether materia or spiritua) should
alwaysanchored withtheLord. Money and the
thingsit can buy areonly temporary. Driveby a
junkyard and you' |l seetheremainsof somebody’s
dream.
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Another Country’sApproach toHyperinflation

Intheearly 1990s, thesmall country of Transdniestriaexperienced hyperinflation. Instead
of printing brand new currency, Transdniestriaprinted over their old currency. The
photographsbel ow show abeforeand after example. Inthissituationthey printed four
zeroson an existing banknote, crossed out sometext, and added anew year (it now has
both 1994 and 1996). Asaresult,a“1” became*®10,000.” (Asthey say, “Kids, don’'t
try thisat home.”)
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10 Dinaras (1978)
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50million Dinaras (1993)
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500 million Dinaras (1993)

50 billion Dinaras (1993)

500 billion Dinaras (1993)
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What | would dowith
the Money

Chapter: 12.03
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1984 -2002

Inthe chapter, If you had $100 Billion, | asked the
guestion about what youwould do if you had $100
billion. Oncewe understand how money fitsinto
the schemeof things, thisspiritual exercisehasgreat
practica value. 1twill focusyour spiritua visonand
giveyou abetter feel astowhat’struly important.
You will becomeexposed to many new ministries
and needs and will develop adeeper burdenfor the
logt.

| have made much better use of my timeand money
sncel undertook thischallenge. I'vebeen utilizing
theresources| do have. | started by making a
largelist of needsand noteson how | felt those
needs could bemet. | pray specifically for each of
the needs, asking God to supply themoney and
Christianworkers. | givetimeand money wherel
can. On areasbeyond my resources, | work hard
toraseinterest with other Christians.

I’ veeven created my “World Evangelism Prayer
Ligt.” Thislist (actualy abook) containsall the
projects| would undertakeif | had 100 billion
dollars. | haveeven estimated the cost and staffing
needed so | can bemore specificin my prayers.

Inredlity, aperson with thismuch money would
need to havetremendous spiritual maturity to stay
focused on Christ. Although | hateto admitit, |
don'tfed | could be entrusted withthismuch
money. Thetemptationswould betoo great. |

would haveto put themoney inatrust fund and set
up several safeguardsto protect themoney from
misuse. Fortunately, God hasfound faithful men,
such as John Wanamaker, Henry Parsons Crowell,
and Count Zinzindorf who did usetheir great wealth
tolead othersto Christ.

Everyonehasdifferent burdensand spiritua visions
andtheway | would utilizethismoney would
probably differ greatly from how otherswould use
it. However, | think the common goal of most
Christianswould beto ensure everyone hasthe
opportunity to hear aclear presentation of the

gospd.

Currently, therearethousands of reasonswhy the
gospel message hasn't reached everyone. Some
aresimple problemsthat can beresolved easily.
Othersarecomplex logistical problemsrequiringa
great dedl of effort to solve. Inmy opinion, the
most efficient way of utilizing 100 billiondollarsisto
createan organization that will havethreefunctions:

1) Createacomprehensivelist of theworld's
Spiritua needs

2) Research solutionsfor each of the needs

3) Usethefinancial resourcesto fund the solutions

It would basically bea Christian research, devel op-
ment and deployment organi zation. For lack of a
better name, | would call thisorganization Pioneer
Technologies (PT). Although PT would bein-
volved inmany mission projects, it would not bea
missionary organizationitself, per se. Asmuchas
possibleit would offer itsservicesto existing
missions. Ingtuationswherethereareno mission-
ary organizationsworkinginthat field, PT would
help interested believersraise up an organization to
meet the need.

Despitethemissonwork currently being done
around theworld, therearebillions of peoplestill
without acons stent gospel witness. PT could
attend to many spiritual needsright away. To
identify the remaining needs (or asmany aspos-
sible), ateam would be assembled to makea
thorough world survey. Besideslistingthespiritua
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needs, thiscomprehensive survey would also
includegeographicd, political, economic and other
logistical limitationsand bottlenecks.

Another teamwould then research solutionsfor
theseneeds. Sincecomputer technology and
project management aremy areas of expertise, |
would create aspecia high tech computer network
for research and brainstorming development. |
have had agreat deal of experiencewith research
committeesand know what thingsgreatly enhance
theflow of ideas. | would create specia confer-
enceroomswherethe memberswould haveinstant
accessto information and be ableto expresstheir
ideas on acomputer network that would display
their ideason multiplemonitors.

Whiletheresearchteamislooking for solutions,
another team would travel around the country
raising prayer support for each of the projects.
After some solutionswerefound, another team
wouldwork with existing missonsto seeif this
solutionissomething they would want to pursue. 1f
amission could befound, PT would providethe
solutionsand resources. If anexisting mission
couldn’t befound to meet the need, another team
wouldtry tofind interested believersto start awork
inthat field.

| firmly believe exposing apersontotheworld's
Spiritual needsincreasestheir spiritua vison. Thisis
the reason why everyone employed by PT would
spend at | east two weeksayear ona“mission
project.” Every year it would beadifferent country
with adifferent mission emphasis. If themateor
other family memberswereinterested in partici pat-
ing, PT would pay their expensestoo. Short term
and summer missionary outreachessuch asNew
TribesMission’s Summit, areexcellent waysto
meet current needswhile exposing the participants
tomissions. | wouldliketo see PT takean active
role by sponsoring peoplewho could not normally
affordto participate.

Apart from hepingexistingmissions, | fed itis
important to seek out and hel p peoplewho havea
burning visionfor aspecific need. | havefound

these challenged peopl e are often enterprising and
innovative. Their passion tendsto be contagious. It
istheselittlebrush firesthat havethe potential of
turninginto giant forest fires. Thisisthereason|
want to nurture and support these people. If we
want to set theworld onfirefor Christ, we must fan
thelittleflamesthat rissup. Thehistory of world
evangeismwill verify this. If youlook at thegreat
missionworks(churches, Christian colleges,
mission organi zations, mission hospitas, etc.) they
were usually aresult of aspecific personwho had a
fiery passonfor thelost.

I’malso afirm believer inthe power of prayer. For
thisreason al employeesat PT would need toraise
acertainleve of prayer support. They would
receive apaycheck asthough they worked for a
regular business, but they would conduct their
spiritud lifelikethey weremissionaries. PT would
createinitiativesto raise up prayer support for
variousneeds. | would also liketo seesevera
typesof worldwide prayer “hot lines’ (viatele-
phonesand the Internet) developed to solicit
immediate prayer support for spiritual and medical
needs. Thesehot lineswould systematicaly dis-
patch the needsto interested individualsand
churchesaround theworld.

After severa yearsof working onthisspiritua
exercise, | haveitemized several needsthat | would
liketo seemet. Some of these projectsareyour
typica evangdlical outreacheswhileothersare
geared morefor meeting specific needsof believers.
Strong believers make better soldiersof thecross.

Inthe chapter, A Special Prayer Request, | talk
about acoupleprojects| would liketo seedevel -
oped. They arethe Phonetic Recognition System
and the Computerized Bible Trandator. Thereare
other needs| would liketo seemet aswell.

Trangporting missionariesor suppliestoisolated
locationsin thejungle sometimesrequirescanoeing
or hiking for weeks. After awhileairstripsare
carved out inthemiddle of thejungleto provide
easer access. Unfortunately, thisisusually a
manual processinvolving chain saws, sweat and
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man power which consumesagreat deal of time
and energy. Toreducethismanual work, PT would
arlift heavy equipment intothejungleto help build
theairgtrips.

Helicoptersare often better suited for tribal work
for acoupleof reasons. First, itismucheasierto
buildasmdl landing pad thanalong airstrip.
Second, they are better adapted for mountainous
regionswherelanding aplaneisdifficult. However,
thebig problem with helicoptersisthey are expen-
sivetobuy, fly and maintain. Also, they need some
specia adaptationslikelarger fuel tanks. Inareas
that would benefit the most from helicopters, PT
would set up atrust fund to subsidize the extracost.
PT would also hel p finance advanced navigationa
and safety equipment for missonary aircraft.

| wouldliketo createinitiativesto meet the specia
needsof children separated from their missionary
parents. For example, | would liketo developa
free(or at least affordable) satellite communication
system so parentscould hear and seetheir children
onacontinuousbasis. | wouldasoliketoseea
special trust fund set up so parentsand children
could visit each other more often.

| would liketo see aprocurement system setup to
provide miss onarieswith equipment (computers,
refrigerators, etc.) at about athird of thewholesae
cost. Although PT could afford to providethese at
no cost, | fed itisoften healthier to providea

hel ping hand rather than ahandout.

Indigenous Christian workersare Christiansdedi-
cated to reaching the peoplein their own country.
Sincethey know thelanguage, cultureand customs
better than most foreign missionaries, they oftenare
more adept at reaching their own people. Also,
their sdlariesand expensesare usualy much smaller
thantheir foreign missionary counterpart. More
important, they arenot viewed as” outsiders’ so
they often havefewer barriersto break down. |
would liketo seemore Bible schoolsbuilt outside
theU.S totrainindigenous people. PT would set
up atrust fund to pay the salaries of theindigenous
preachersuntil local bodiescould pick up their

expenses. Thisisespecialy important in countries
that are starting to closetheir doors because of
politica and religiousoppostion.

Short-wave Christian radio playsamajor rolein
reaching large masses of peoplearound theworld,
especidly inrestricted areas. Since many areasdo
not have strong churchesto nurture new convertsto
maturity, the radio must be used to meet many of
thespiritual needs. Thereforethree main typesof
broadcastswould be needed. They are Evange-
lism, Inspiration and Growth, and In-depth Bible

Sudy.

To provideasolid foundation for these believers,
many hoursof each type of broadcast would be
needed. To effectively reach thetop 500 language
groups, many moretransmittersmust bebuilt.
Thereareover 100 languageswith at least 6 million
speakersand over 300 languageswith at least 1

million speskers.

Chrigtiansentering thework forceinthe 21
century will need to haveasolid foundationinthe
sciencesand computer technology. Unfortunately,
most Christian schoolsinthe USand missionary
schoolsoverseasfindit difficult to obtain the money
to purchase the necessary equipment for their
science and computer classrooms. | would liketo
develop ateam that would work with these Chris-
tian schoolsto help them evaluate their needsand
supply them with some of the costly equipment. If
theschoolsareinterested, their teacherscould be
given advanced trainingin chemistry, physicsand
computers.

| would liketo providetechnol ogica assistanceto
exigting Christian organizations. For example, when
an organi zation wantsto network their computers
together, PT could provide hardware, softwareand
expertiseto set up their system. PT could also
providefreenetwork training to help themreduce
the costly maintenance expenses.

Therearemany areasof theworld that are cultur-
aly, politicaly or religioudly closed tothegospd .
Toreachtheseareasagreat deal of prayer, brain-
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storming and consultationisneeded. Many credtive
initiativesmay haveto betried beforean openingis
found. PT could help sponsor and finance such
initiatives.

Another important resourcefor world evangdismis
themedia. Themedia, obvioudy, isavery influen-
tia tool. Variousformsof multimediahave shaped
much of our culture, political landscapeand public
opinions. Corporationsand special interest groups
gpend tensof billionsof dollarsayear toinfluence
people sopinions. Although the primary purpose of
most movies, TV showsand musicisto make
money, these mediums are often used to sway the
opinion of theviewersand listeners. Movies
formulate peopl€ sopinion morethan any of the
other formsof media. Theamazingthingistheease
and speed at which they areableto doit.

Thereasonfor thisisaphenomenon caled
“storybook acceptance.” We haveimaginative
minds, and we enjoy daydreaming about unique,
intriguing and unredlistic adventures. Weenjoy
booksand moviesthat stretch our imagination and
causeustovisudizetheimpossble. Sincewe
realize certain storiesarefiction, weareableto
accept unusua or impossible scenarios, suchas
talking animal's, super heroesor incredibly “lucky”
peoplelikelndianaJones. Aswerideaongon
theseimaginativejourneys, weusually view things
from the perspective of the main character. Since
weaccept these storiesasfiction, wearewillingto
view ascenario from many unique perspectives.
The per spectivefromwhich astory isshown,
usualy determinesthesidewithwhichwealign
oursalves.

For example, inonemovieyou reonthesideof a
cowboy protecting the settlersfrom the savage
Indians. Inanother movieyou reonthesideof the
bravelndiansprotecting their familiesand homeland
fromthepale-skinned invaders. Another exampleis
amoviewhereyou are onthe side of the policeman
whoisfighting dangerouscriminals. Inanother
movieyou reonthesideof acrimina whois
fighting against acorrupt legal system.

To demonstrate how quickly and easily we change
sdes, let usconsider how weflip-flopsidesin
naturefilms. Inonefilm, you' reonthesideof the
liontryingto snag adeer tofeed hisfamily. In
another film, you' reontheside of adeer trying to
avoidthehungry lion. Althoughthesestoriesare
based on the exact same situation, you may change
your alliance 180 degreesfrom onemovietothe
next. Sinceweview these storiesasfiction, we
don't seeaconflict with“changingsides’ soeaslly.

This per spective alignment iswhat makes stories
soinfluentid. Whenyou start identifying yourself
withthe plight of themain character, you beginto
develop emotional responsesto hisproblem, and
you begintofeel theissuefrom hisperspective.
Moviesaremoreinfluential than booksbecausea
story can betold inacoupleof hours, and thevisual
and audio addsto the viewer’semotional response.
Although onemovieusualy doesn't producetoo
much of ashiftinaperson’soveral opinionona
subject, it probably doeshave animpact.

My pointisnot to condemn movies. | personally
think thereisentertainment valueinwholesome
movies. My point isChristiansshould capitalizeon
thispowerful tool.

Currently, many TV showsand moviesfesture
peoplewho arestruggling against the* religious
right.” TheseChrigtiansare portrayed aszeaous
bigotswho are hypocritical, narrow-minded,
unforgiving and intolerant of other life-styles.
Although I won't gointo much detail, | have many
initiativesthat would utilize the power of themedia
to provide amore balanced view on someissues
and to enhancethe cause of Christ.

Theseinitiativescould beusedintheU.S. andin
other countries. Oneinitiativewould betofinance
the creation of moviesthat would demonstratethe
dynamic power of God and the sal vation message.
To help these moviesreach alarger audience, they
need to be professiona and of the highest quality.
Thenew computerized specia effectscan provide
creative optionsthat were never available before.
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C. S Lewis'sseriesentitled Chroniclesof Narnia
and John Bunyan'sPilgrim's Progressareafew
books| would liketo seemadeinto movies. Frank
Peretti’sbooks Piercing the Darknessand This
Present Darkness are excellent booksthat de-
scribethepossibleangdicfightswhich take place
behind the scenes. What makes Peretti’sbooks so
powerful istheway they show how our prayers
influencethe outcome of angdlicwars. | fed these
books could be madeinto powerful movies.

Theabortion debateisanother issuethat has been
gresatly influenced by themedia. Throughtheabuse
of themedia, thefocus of theissue hasbeen
cleverly shifted to be viewed asamatter of
“choice.” Thisgoesto proveno matter how
ridiculousanideamay be, if you say it enough
times, peoplewill acceptit. Thepro-lifeprotests
have probably been the most peaceful massdem-
ongrationsinthehistory of theU.S. (comparing the
number of incidentsper 1,000 protesters). Yet, the
mediahas portrayed these protestersasviolent
demonstratorsterrorizing innocent doctorswho are
simply doingtheir job. Infact, RICO, theantirack-
eteering law designed to destroy organized crime
hasbeen used against severd pro-lifegroups.

History hasrepeatedly shown uswhenthecore
population of acountry isindifferent on asubject;
unethical actions are allowed to take place.
Wherethereisalack of passion, rightsare
trampled. Europe experienced thistheyears
preceding the start of World War 11. Currently the
corepopulation of Americaisindifferent totheissue
of abortion. Commentslike, “1 persondly believe
abortioniswrong, but | believeeveryone hasthe
right to maketheir own choice,” show peoplerealy
don’t believe and feel innocent babiesare being
murdered. If they did, they would not stand for it
any morethanthey wouldfor achild being killed
immediately after birth.

Having the support of the core populationisessen-
tial in making substantial changesinlawsto protect
theunborn. Changing theattitude of the core
population, even on controversial issues, isa
realistic possibility. America'snew acceptanceand

tolerance of homosexuality isan excellent example.
Inthemid 1990s (after President Clinton used his
presidentia officeto endorse homosexudity),
severa evening comedy showsfeatured episodes
dedling with the* homosexud issue.” Theplots
wereremarkably smilar. Usualy ahomosexud is
encountered and someof the straight people are
repulsed by it. During the show something happens
to makethe straight peopleredlizethereisaneed
for more understanding and tolerance of dternate
life-style. Theviewerswerebeing shown, fromthe
perspectiveof thehomosexua, what it feelsliketo
beavictimof intolerance.

Inthefollowing yearsmany more showswere
produced showing homosexuasasvictims, stress-
ing the need for coexistence. 1n 1997, therewere
over 27 comedy showsthat had homosexuals
portrayedinapostivelight. Thiscontinued expo-
sure haseffectively conveyed the message of
tolerancetowardsdternate sexua preferences.
Themessageisclear; homosexuasarejust likeus
and need to be accepted. America'score popula-
tionshifteditsposition from*homosexudlity is
wrong” to“1 don’t understand why aperson would
want to be gay, but | think we should betolerant of
other peopl€e'sdifferences.” When Ellen
DeGeneres*” cameout of thecloset” on her show
Ellen, it becamethefirst comedy to haveagay
leading character. If thishad beentried fiveyears
earlier, the show would have quickly died dueto a
lack of public support.

America scorepopulation nolonger viewshomo-
sexualsaspeople practicing animmoral and unnatu-
ra life-style. Instead, they areviewed asan*“ op-
pressed” group who are being victimized. Ameri-
canslovetheunderdog. Americanslook downon
peoplewho are mean to those who arevictimized.
Likewise, anyonewho stands up on behalf of those
who have been victimized are considered heroes.
Thisisthereason so many talk showsand maga-
zineshave praised Ellen asahero.

ThisshiftinAmerica scorepopulationinregardsto
gayswasno accident. It wasawell thought-out
process. Without going into much detail, I'll give




BibleHelp.org

you somehighlights. Part of the push camefroma
surprisngsource: Disney.

According to the National Liberty Journal (May
1997), Michael Eisner, the CEO of Disney, said up
t0 40% of Disney employeesare homosexuals. |
amuncertain, however, if hewasincluding Mickey,
Goofy and the Seven Dwarfs. Disney wasone of
thefirst companiesto offer medical coveragefor
homosexual partners. Whenit purchased the
television network ABC, it extended thisspecial
coveragetoABC semployees.

InMay of 1996, (according to thearticle) Eisner
alegedly asked Matt Williamsand TimAllen of the
popular TV show Home Improvement about
adding acouple new neighborswho were gay.
After these new actorsbecame popular, anew
show would have been created for them. Com-
mendably, Matt and Tim said noto their bosses.
Eisner then dlegedly approached Ellen DeGeneres,
of the TV show Ellen, and asked if her lead
character would“comeout of thecloset.” Shewas
morethanwilling.

Thepoint I’mtrying to makeis, the core of
America spopulation can beinfluenced. | am
convinced we can makeAmericansview theunborn
as“babies.” Wemust et Americans seethese
unbornasvictims, not fetal materia. Although
random actsof violence may shut down some
isolated abortion clinics, it hurtsthe pro-life cause
morethanit helps. The pro-lifemovement must
carefully rethink it strategy towinthe heartsof the
corepopulation.

Americanshaveatremendousloveand concernfor
babies. Just asamother bear will passionately
defend her cub, Americanshigtorically have pas-
sionately tried to protect babies. We'll do almost
anything to protect them. Companiesoftenuse
babiesintheir commercidswhenthey areadvertis-
ing asafety product, such asbrakes. Politicianswill
say thingslike, “ ... thislaw will adversely affect
childrenand babies...” whenthey aretryingtogain
emotiona support. Incidentshappening to babies
gainmuch moremediaattention thanif the same

incident happened to an adult. Therefore, towin
the battle on abortion, we must get the core of
America spopulationto think of theunborn as
babies, not just “fetal materid.” Wemust get them
to develop the samefeelingsand passion for the
unborn asthey do for babies. Oncethishappens,
the average American would be outraged by how
these unborn babiesare being treated.

If done correctly, commercialscould beusedto
helpreachthisgod. Itisimportant, however, not
to make* abortion” theissueinthesecommercials.
Instead, you want to tap into the emotions people
havefor babiesand then gradually let them seethat
thereisno difference between the born and unborn.
Sincethesecommerciaswill not be confrontational,
theviewerswould not feel they are being forced
into“takingsdes.” I'veevenwritten screenplays
for severd pro-lifecommerciasand sentthemtoa
couplepro-lifegroups. Althoughtheissue of
abortion doesnot directly affect world evangelism,
itisamora issuethat cannot beignored. History
has shown ustrue Christianity hasan obligationto
takeastand against magjor moral injustices.

Another area PT would utilizeitsresources, would
bethe defense of Christianswho have been sued
for taking astand on moral issues. Lawsuitsare
common toolsused tointimidate groupsandto
createpublic policy. SupremeCourt rulingscarry a
gresat deal of weight, thereby molding thedirection
of America sfuture. Thisisthereasonwhy several
Christianshave found themsel ves sued by the so-
caledcivil liberty groups. Many of thesegroups
gpend millionsto force-feed anissuethrough the
courts. Most of these Christians, however, can’t
afford tofight against these expensve high-powered
lawyers, especidly if they haveto goto the Su-
preme Court. Fortunately, thereare some Christian
groupsthat havetaken up these causes. PT could
help pay someof thelegal expenses.

Therearemany more projects| would pursueif |
had the resources, but thisshould giveyou anidea
of what | amthinking. Onceagain, | challengeyou
totry thisspiritua exerciseand seehow it will affect
your spiritud vison.
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Now it’'sYour Turn

Chapter: 12.04
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1984 -2002

Thestatelottery systemshave produced aninter-
esting phenomenon. Many of the peoplewho have
becomemillionairesfromlotto winningshaveended
upfiling for bankruptcy. Althoughthey weregiven
the unique opportunity of having additiona re-
sources, many were carelessand overextended
themsdlves.

Whileitistruemost of usdo not havemillionsof
dollarsto squander, most of usare squandering the
other resourceswe have. Asmentioned in previous
chapters, money should not be considered moreor
lessimportant than our other resources (abilities,
time, opportunities, etc.). If wedon’t usethese
resourcesefficiently, wewill bedepriving ourselves
the opportunity of being used powerfully by the

Spirit of God.

To helpyou properly utilize your resources, you
need to bring your goalsand objectivesinto focus.
Onceyou dignyour prioritieswithGod's, youwill
no longer fed likeyou arefloating amlessy from
day today, but rather, you will feel direction and
purpose. Mostimportant, you' |l realizethere-
sourcesyou currently possess are more important
than having great wedlth, and asaresult, you will
haveagreater eternal impact on those around you.

Ask yoursdlf thequestion, “If | had $100 billionto
bring Christtoalost world, how would | utilize
theseresources?’ Therearethree main phasesin
thisexercise. First, you must determinethe needs
of theworld. Second, you must determine solutions
to meet theseneeds. Third, you must find appro-
priate waysto financethese solutions.

| would liketo point out thisspiritual exercisewill
probably take severa weeksor months. 1t took me
several yearstowork through. Thisistheonly
chapter which specifically requiresyoutowrite
downyour thoughts. Don’t spend muchtime
answering thequestionsthefirst timeyouread this
chapter. Finishreading thebook, thenreturntothis
chapter tofill out theworksheets.

Phase 1. Determining the Needs

Thefirst step in evaluating the needs of theworldis
for youto determinewhoyoufed arelost” and
goingtoHell. Throughout theworld, thereare
peoplewith various degrees of understanding of the
gospel message. Listed below are six groupsof
peoplewho have not accepted Christ astheir
personal savior. You areto answer if you feel the
Bibleteachesthefollowing peoplearegoing to hell ?
Infront of eachitem, put “yes,” “no” or “don’'t
know.”

1. Peoplewho have heard aclear and
compl ete presentation of the Gospel message.
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2. Peoplewho have heard aclear and
compl ete presentation to the Gospel message, but
have been turned off to Chrigtianity becausea
hypocritical Christian hasdeeply hurt them.

3. Peoplewho have heard aclear and
compl ete presentation to the gospel message, but
sometragic event hasleft them bitter and angry with
God.

4. Peoplewho have heard only aportion of
thegospel message. (Their understanding of the
gospd, athoughit may begrest, isnot sufficient
enough for themto make Christ their personal
savior. Someof these peoplemay even attend
“church,” but the church teachesasalvation mes-
sage contrary to what the Bibleteaches. This
wouldinclude 1 or 2billionpeopleinU.S. and
Europe.)

5. Peoplewho have heard of thewords
“Jesus’ and“ Chrigtianity.” (They may evenhave
heard that a person named Jesus*“ died on across,”
but that isthe extent of their knowledge. They
know Chrigtianity isareligion based on aperson
who died 2,000 years ago, but they could not
explainitsplan of salvation. Thiswouldincludethe
2billion peopleinrdigionslikeldam, Hinduismand
Buddhism.)

6. Peoplewho have never heard of Jesus.
(Thereareat least 3,000 language groupswhose
membersfall intothiscategory.)

Now that you have answered the above questions,
you need to supply Biblical referencesthat support
your conclusions. Itisimportant you areableto
substantiateyour beliefswiththe Bible. Aswithany
important doctrine, you must be ableto supply
multiplereferences asopposed to asingle obscure
verse.

Group 1:

Group 2:

Group 3:

Group 4:

Group 5:

Group6:

Based on your answersabove, makearough
estimate of how many peopleyou think arelost and
goingtoHell.

Thegroupsyou haveidentified asgoingto Hell are
thegroupsyou must target with evangelical efforts.
Thenext thing you must doisidentify thedifferent
stylesof ministries. For example, thereareprison
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minigtries, nurang homeminigries, childrenminis-
triesand handicapped ministries. On apiece of
paper, fill in 30 different stylesof ministries.

Theabove exercise should help you redlizethe need
for diverdty. The"onesolutionfitsal” approach
will not work. Everyonehasdifferent persona
needs. Althoughthey havethe same spiritual need,
you must first win their heart and trust beforeyou
canwintheir soul.

Thenext thing you should do isitemizethe actual
projectsyouwould liketo undertakeif you had
$100hillion. Youneedtolist at least 50 different
projects. Tocomeupwiththislist, it will behe pful
toget onthemailing listsof avariety of Christian
organizationsand missions. Subscribing to different
Christian magazinesmay provideyou with some
additiond freshidess.

1.

2.

~ 50.

Phase2: Finding Solutionsfor these Needs

Onceyou haveidentified the projectsyou would
liketo undertake, you should research solutionsto
these needs. Just because you have money does
not mean you haveapractical and workable
solution. Thiswill probably bethe most difficult
part of the spiritual exercise. A great deal of
thought and research will be needed to comeup
withviablesolutions. Onthefollowing page, | have

created asampleworksheet. Photocopy thispage
S0 you can have asheet for each of your 50
projects.

Wor ksheet for M eeting Specific Spiritual
Needs

A. Specify the need you would liketo see met.

B. Specify the solutionsto meet thisneed.

C. ltemizethe needed materials.

D. Listthenumber of Christian workerswhich
will be needed.

E. Estimatethetotal costs.

Staffing:
Materials:

F.  Estimatethenumber of monthsor yearsit will
taketo meet the need.

G Howwouldyouraiseinterest to recruit Chris-
tianworkers?

H. How wouldyouraise prayer support for this
project?

|. Listthree peopleyou haveaskedtofaithfully
pray for thisneed
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Phaselll: Meeting the need

Now that you’ veidentified the needsand solutions,
you must now find away to use your resourcesto
financethesolutions. You will probably needto
create an organization to overseethevarious
projectsand to ensurethey are progressing on
schedule. Youwill also need to set up multiple
safeguardsto protect themoney frommisuseand
embezzlement.

Would you put themoney into “trusts’ toinsulate
and protect themoney from greedy lawyersand
their lawsuits? Would you have multipleindepen-
dent accounting firmsaudit your recordsto reduce
thepotentia of viciousrumorsand scandals? Since
youwouldn’t spend $100 billion all at once, inwhat
type of investmentswould you put therest of the

money?

Inreality, of course, you don't havethistype of
money. However, you can havean activepartin
theprojectsyou haveidentified. First, there
probably are some projectsthat you can offer
financia help. Theremay even be projectswhere
you can help out onapart-timeor full-timebass.

Second, you can spend your timeand energy trying
toraiseupinterest in these projectswith other
Chrigtians. Throughyour efforts, youmay beable
to rai sethe needed finances, Christian workers, and

prayer support.

Third, you cantake your worksheetsand put them
inabinder. Thiswill becomeyour “World Evange-
lismPrayer List.” Every day pray for acouple
sheetsinthisbook. Asyou pray for aneed, you
can be specific about the money, staffing and other
materia needs.

World evangelism takesplacewhen Christians
grow wherethey areplanted. Thisisthereasonthis
spiritua exerciseissoimportant for thelay Chris-
tians. If lay Christianstapsinto thetrue power of
God and utilizetheresourcesthey currently have,

they will have atremendouseternal impact onthe
world.

Onefind thought. Thepossihility of your coming
across$100 billionisvirtualy zero. However, there
isapossibility (dthough <till quitesmall) you might
comeacross $10-30 million. Thiscould bearesult
of aninheritancefrom an unknown relaiveor
winning asweepstakesfrom Publisher’sClearing
House.

If youwanted to usethis$10- 30 millionto bring
Christ toalost world, what would you do? If you
givethisquestion much thought, youwill find your
strategy will bequiteabit different thanif you had
$100billion. The number of projectsyou canbe
involved withwill begresatly reduced. Most likely,
youwill focusmost of your attention onthe projects
which areclosest to your heart. Although| am not
going to provide aworksheet for thisscenario, do
giveit somethought.
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Chapter: 12.05
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1984 -2002

A tribe, | believein New Guinea, hasaninteresting
way of insulting aperson. Thephrase, “I bet you
even eat your yam seeds’ isabig put down. Inour
cultureit doesnot mean much, but intheir cultureit
meansapersoniscareless, gluttonousandirre-
sponsible. Every year, yam seedsmust be planted
to produce anew crop of yams. If apersonis
carelessand eatshisyam seedsinstead of planting
them, hewill go hungry thefollowing yesr.

Therearemany typesof seedsthat can either be
eaten or planted. If they are eaten, they can meet
someimmediate basic needs. If they are planted,
however, the seeds can greatly multiply themsalves
and meet the needs of many. God choseto usethe
principleof multiplicationin someof Hismiracles.

For example, when Hefed the“5,000,” the

“4,000” and the* 100,” Jesusused thelittlethe
peoplehad and multipliedit. When Heturned the
water intowine, Herequired themtofirst supply the
water. When God provided food for thetwo
widows, (2Kings4:1-7 and 1Kings17:14-15) He
multiplied what they had. When Jesus paid the
templetax, He choseauniqueway to producethe
resources. Hehad Peter catch afishandinside
wasthe exact amount needed. Whenyou look at

themiraclesof theBible, you' |l find many of them
areamultiplication of aperson’spossessionsor
actions.

Thisprincipleof multiplication gppliesto our
Chrigtiangivingaso. Thesizeof our giftisnot
nearly asimportant asour attitude and faithfulness.
Thisisoneof thereasons Jesus pointed out the
small but sacrificia donation of the poor widow
(Mark 12:42). TheBibledoesn't say, but God
could havegrestly multiplied her gift.

Thereisanother aspect of “seed money” which may
not appear as“ spiritual,” but inmany waysitisjust
asimportant. Thisisespecialy truefor missionar-
ies. Higtoricaly, many missonarieshavefound their
retirement yearsfinancially leenand difficult. Many
barely have enough money for their current needs,
let aloneto savefor retirement. Apart fromthe
normal savingsand pension plans, most Americans
havebuilt up substantia equity intheir homes.

Most missionaries, however, having livedinthe
jungleor rented most of their lives, havelittle
accumulated assets. Whilethe heavenly retirement
planfor missionariesisfantastic, theearthly plan
usualy leavesmuch to bedesired.

Fortunately, many missionary organizationshave
responded to thisneed by building retirement
villagesand even setting aside some of the
missionary’ssupport for apension. However, since
many corporate pension plansin the secular world
areinadequate, | haveto assumethat thisappliesto
the pensionsof most missionaries. Although most
missionarieshavelimited financia resources, most
havealarge quantity of another resource: time.
Thisiswhere* seed money” comesin. Missionaries
should take advantage of their timeand let it work
for them.

Apart from the normal pension plan, many corpora-
tionsnow offer asupplemental retirement plan for
their employees. Some of theseplansarethe
401(k), 403(b), and 457. Theseplansaresimilar
toIRAs(Individuad RetirementsAccounts) except
your maximum contributionsareusudly at least
$7,500 ayear versusthe $2,000 for IRAs. These
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plansareideal for peoplewith limited resources,
but lotsof time. Asyou will see shortly, thesefunds
grow rapidly. Eventualy, thevast mgjority of the
retirement savingsisearnedinterest rather thanthe
principleoriginally deposited.

Therearethreereasonswhy they grow sofastin
comparison to conventiond savings. First, you
don’'t pay Federd, state or local incometax onthe
money when you makethedeposit. You pay it later
whenyouwithdraw it. (Note, you still pay Socia
Security tax.) Thereasonyou havethisspecial tax
break isbecause the government recognizesthe
need for supplemental retirement. Sinceitis
“retirement” money, therearerestrictionson when
you can have accessto the money. Althoughthere
aresomeexceptionstotherule, theageisusudly
59 .

Thetotal incometax for many peopleaddsupto
about 32%. For them putting money in aretirement
account islike getting aninstant return of 32% on
their investment. If aperson deposits$1,000into
theaccount, their actual “out of pocket” lossis
$680 because the other $320 normally would have
been paidintaxes. Whereasinaconventional
savingsplan, after you pay taxeson your $1,000,
you only have $680toinvest. Obvioudly, $1,000
will produce moreincome than $680.

Thesecond reasonit growsso fast isbecauseyou
don’'t pay taxeson theinterest until you withdraw
themoney. Asaresult, all of theinterestiscom-

pounded and thegrowth isincreased substantialy.

Thethird reason it growssofast isbecausethese
retirement plansoffer investmentsin mutual funds.
Many of themutud fundsofferedinatypical
retirement plan currently havea 10-year average of
at least 15%. Infact, many of themutual fundsin
my 457 account at work have a10-year average of
17%. Compared to CDs, bondsand savings
accounts (whichrangefrom 3-8%), mutual funds
arepowerful investment engines.

The 10-year average of mutua fundsisusudly
around 13- 15%, but theincredibly healthy

economy inthe 1990’ s has produced above
averagereturns. TheApril 13,1994 Vanguard
prospectus saysthat during the period between
1926 to 1993, stocks (as measured by the S& P
Index) have produced an averagerate of return of
12.3%. (Source: Mutual Fundsfor Dummies,
page 75.) Thisincludesdown periodssuch asthe
Great Crash of 1929 and thefollowing Great
Depression.

Oneboring technical note, whenyouinvestinthese
retirement plans, you arenot directly investingin
themutual fund. You deposit money withthe
retirement firm, and they investinthemutua funds
you vespecified. You coulddirectly invest with
these mutual funds, but you would not get the
special tax break because the money would not be
cong dered retirement money.

To demonstratethe power of timein aretirement
account, wewill look at Tom and Judy who are
both 23 and havejust becamemissionaries. Let's
say they put $360 ayear ($30 amonth) into an IRA
for only 10 years. If they retireat 65, their retire-
ment planwill havegrown considerably. Depending
on how well themutual fundsdo, their retirement
account will havegrownto gpproximately:

| nterest Amount Annual
I nterest
12% $298,000 $32,000
13% $423,000 $49,000
14% $600,000 $74,000

The*annua interest” onthischartistheinterest
earned that year. Depending on how much money
you haveinthe account when you retire, you may
beabletoliveontheinterest alone. Alsonote,
sincethegrowth of mutua fundsfluctuate from day
to day, thereisno accurateway of calculating its
actud yield. Therefore, thefiguresprovidedin

| 86
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thesetablesare based on aflat interest rate.

Toillustratefurther the power of time, let’ssay Tom
and Judy put the same $3,600 into the IRA their
first year and didn’t make any more contributions
after that. Their IRA would havegrownto:

| nterest Amount Annual
I nterest
12% $470,000 $50,000
13% $690,000 $79,000
14% $1,007,000| $124,000

Refer to Table 1 to see a spreadsheet showing how
the $3,600 grew. Study this spreadsheet and see
how timecan greatly increaseasmall investment.
Pleasenotethat the effectsof inflation havenot
been cal culated into theseamounts. Thebuying
power of adollar will bemuch lessasaresult of
inflation. Thismust betakeninto consideration
when planning one' sretirement needs.

Asyou can see, giving the sameamount of money
moretimeto grow gresatly increased their retire-
ment. When my wifeand | havechildren, weare
going to put $2,000 into aretirement account for
each of them. Whenthe childis60, theaccount

will beworth:
I nterest Amount Annual
| nterest
12% $3,543,000| $380,000
13% $6,371,000| $733,000
14% |[$11,396,000| $1,400,000

Anything heavily regulated by thegovernmentis

usually encumbered with many complicated rules.
Supplemental retirement plansareno exception. If
you havetoo much money inthese plansyouwill be
penalized. For example, a15%tax kicksinif you
withdraw morethan $160,000inayear. | don’t
think that too many missionarieswill haveaproblem
withthistax, though. Plus, if your supplemental
retirement account is“excessvely” largewhenyou
die, a15% excess-accumulation tax will belevied
beforethe account isliquidated into your estate.
Thegovernment hasacomplicated formulato
definehow muchistoo much, but to giveyou an
example, anything over $1.2 millionwill betaxed
for apersonwho diesat 70. (Source: USNews &
World Report, June 9, 1997)

Thereisaquick way to determinehow fast a
retirement investment will double. Itiscalledthe
“ruleof 72.” Basicaly, youdivideyour interest rate
into 72. For example, if you have money invested
inan account that yields 6%, youwould divide 6
into 72. Theresultis12. Therefore, it will take 12
yearsfor theinvestment to double. Remember this
ruleonly appliesto retirement accounts. Normal
investments, whereyou pay annual incometax on
theprofits, grow much slower. Onthenext pageis
achart showing how fast aretirement account will
doubleat variousrates:

| haveincluded 2 moretablesat theend of this
chapter to show the growth potential at different
rates(Table4.2 and Table 4.3). Table4.2 shows
theincreaseof a“onedollar” investmentina
retirement account. 1t’savery handy table because
it showsyou potential returnsof investmentsover a
variety of yearsand interest rates. It doesnot take
into consderationtheannuad “ adminigrative’ fees
which may be around $10- $20 ayear. Thelarger
theinvestment, thelesstheannud feesaffect the
investment. Table 4.3 showsthe samething except
it takesinflationinto account. Thistableassumesa
steady rate of inflation of 3%. | havefound the
stock market adjusts up and down aong with
inflation. Asaresult thereissomestability even
with moderatefluctuatinginflation.
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Chart of the* Ruleof 72" | think itisimportant to explain somebasics of
supplemental retirement accounts (IRA, 401(k),
Years to 403(b), and 457). Theseaccountsusually offer you
Interest Double arangeof aggressivenessininvestments. Themain
categoriesare:
3% 24.0 -Guaranteed fixed rate
-CDsand Bonds
4% 18.0 -Incomemutual funds
-Growth andincomemutual funds
5% 14.4 -Growth mutud funds
-Aggressivegrowth mutua funds
6% 12.0 Thislist isordered fromthelowest tohighest in
potential for producingincome. Itisalsoordered
7% 10.3 fromthelowest tothe highest asfar asitspotential
to“fluctuate” initsannud yield. Theguaranteed
804 9.0 fixed rateisusualy around 5 or 6%, whereasthe
0 : growth fundsmay fluctuate from -5to +50% (with
al10-year average of around 13t0 17%). For long
9% 8.0 term retirement savings many peopleput most or al
of their investmentsinto growth and incomeand
10% 7.2 growth mutua funds.
0 Asaperson getswithinafew yearsof retirement
11% 6.5 (or entersretirement) they may adjust their “mix” so
thereislessfluctuation (and usualy lessearned
12% 6.0 income). It all dependson how much money isin
their account. If theaccountislarge, consistency in
13% 55 annual yieldisnot nearly asimportant.
Somepeopleingst oninvesting only inthe guaran-
14% 5.1 teed fixed rate becauseitis“safe.” Therearetwo
reasonswhy thismay not bethebest choice. Firgt,
15% 4.8 theword* guaranteed” actualy meansthe company

promisestheinterest ratewill be consistent over a

certain period of time. Itisnot guaranteed or

16% 4.5 insured by the Federal Government. Althoughitis
rare, | have seen someinvestment companieshave

17% 4.2 financia trouble and pay out apercentagerate
much smaller thantheir promisedrate. Infact,

18% 4.0 thoseinthe sameretirement plan who had money in

mutua fundsdid extremely well whilethoseinthe

“safe’ guaranteed fixed rate earned only half of
19% 3.8 what was promi sed.

20% 3.6 The second problem with the guaranteed fixed rate




BibleHelp.org

iswheninflationistakeninto consideration, the
actua gainisquitesmall. If thefixedrateisat 6%
andinflationis 3%, your net gainis3%. Youare
bardly keeping ahead of inflation. Usingtheruleof
72, itwould take 24 yearsto doubleyour buying
power. Asaresult, if youwant alargeretirement
savings, you would havetoinvest atremendous
amount of money.

How do you choosethe best supplemental retire-
ment planfor you? If your company offersone(i.e.
401(k), 403(b) or 457), thechoiceisalready
made. Otherwise, you can call different banksor
brokerage housestofind aplanyoulike. Evenif
you aredready using your company’splan, you can
il investinyour own IRA or variableretirement
annuity. Insuch situations, you losethetax break
ontheoriginal money you' vedeposited. Youwill,
however, receiveatax break from that point on.

Onceyou chooseyour supplementa retirement
plan, how do you choose the best mutual funds
insdethe plan? The choiceismade pretty easy.
The company operating theretirement account has
already picked out one or two choicesfor each of
the aggressiveness categories. Asaresult youdon't
havetotry to research the best mutual funds. Your
retirement administration hasaready donethat.

What aremutua funds?A mutua fundisbasicaly a
fund that aninvestment company hascreated. The
assetsinthisfund areinvested into alarge number
of companies, usually around 300to 1,000. Cur-
rently thereare over 5,000 different mutua funds,
with more being added every day. Theincome
produced by thesefundsvariesfrom day to day,
depending on the performance of the companies.

What isthemain differencebetweeninvestingina
retirement mutua fund and“ playing the market?”
Whenyou play the market, you must continually
study the trends of the market to know when to buy
and sall. With retirement accountsyou don’t need
to know much about themarket. Basically, after
you makeyour original choices, youletit grow,
making minor adjustmentsastheyearsprogress. In
fact, it'll driveyou nutsif you try to monitor your

retirement mutual fundsonadaily basis. Since
most retirement plansallow you to switch funds
only four timesayear, watching thefundsgo up and
down every day doesyou no good.

Investing inmutud fundsisalot different from
investinginindividual stocks. If youinvestin
individual stocksand the company goesunder,
you'velost everything. Yet, if the“risk” isspread
out over 300 to 1,000 companies, your earnings
may drop alittlefor theyear, but you don’t lose

everything.

A good casein pointismy great grandfather. Inthe
early 1900s, hewasamillionaire. Thiswaswhen
most peopl€ sannual salary wasaround $1,000.
Hewasasmart businessman, but hemadealarge
portion of hismoney inthe stock market. Whenthe
market crashed in 1929, helost most of hismoney.
Hisinvestmentswereinindividua stocks. When
theindividual companieswent under, sodid his

money.

Mutual fundsdo not contain the samerisks. How-
ever, mutual fundsarenot risk free. Mutual funds
do not guarantee aspecific return. Just becauseit
hashad a10-year average of 17% doesnot mean
thenext 10 yearswill bethesame. Mutual funds
arenot “insured” by thefederal government.

Themost vulnerable spot of amutua fundisthe
actud investment firm operating thefund. If they
go under, you canlose someor all of themoney in
thefund. Althoughthisisnot aproblemlikeitis
withindividua stocks, you should be aware of the
potential risk. To protect mysdlf, | haveinvestedin
four or fivemutua fundswithin my retirement plan.
Sincethelnvestment Company Act of 1940 was
passed to regulate the mutual fund industry, nofund
hasever goneunder. Youwill also beinterested to
know that the specific bondsand stocksthe mutual
fund hasbought are held at acustodian - aseparate
organi zation independent of the mutua fund com-
pany. Theuseof acustodian ensuresthat thefund
management company can't embezzleyour funds
and use assetsfrom abetter performing fund to
subsidize apoor performer. (Source: Mutual

@
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Fundsfor Dummies, IDG Books, page 38.)

Theother vulnerable spot in your supplemental
retirement planistheactua company managing the
retirement plan. A few yearsago aCatholic Church
lost alarge portion of themoney they invested for
their retirement. Asit turned out, oneof theem-
ployeesof theinvestment company wasnot invest-
ing themoney being deposited. Instead, hewas
pocketing themoney. If the priestshad carefully
reviewed thelr statementsto verify themoney was
being deposited, they could have greatly reduced or
eliminated dl of their losses. Choosing afinancialy
sound and reputableinvestment firmis probably the
most important decisonyou’ |l haveto makeinyour
retirement planning. If you choseasound company
and carefully review your statements, you can avoid
mogt pitfdls.

| haveinvestedin severd different supplementa
retirement plansto provide myself someextra
protection. Sinceeach retirement plan charges $10
-$20 ayear for administration costs, thisis prob-
ably anoverkill. Thereis, however, safety in
numbers.

Herearesomefinal wordsof advice. If possible, it
isawaysagood ideato consult afinancia advisor
beforeinvesting money. Talking to banksand
brokerage houses can bevery informative. Under-
stand, however, their advice may be somewhat
biased and self-serving. Don't assumethey are
telling you the complete story. Do your homework
and ask alot of questions. Onefina note, never
invest morethan you can afford. Of course, if you
start out when you are young, $30 amonth (or
whatever you choose) isnot that much.

I mportant infor mation when reading thefollow-
ingtables

Please understand thefiguresinthefollowing tables
arefor reference only and do not reflect thereturns
of anactua IRA account. Thisisbecause mutual

funds, by their very nature, fluctuatein their growth

instead of growing steady likeaCD with afixed
rate of return. Asaresult of thisfluctuation, only
ball park averagescan beprovided. Pleasecare-
fully read thischapter for moreinformation.

Itisalsoimportant to understand many retirement
planschargean “administration” fee of about $10 -
20. Theimpact of thisfeeisamost negligiblewhen
theaccount islarge. However, whentheaccount is
very small (such aswhentheyearly earnedinterest
isunder $500), thisfeewill have animpact, and
thusimpact your futureearnings. Therefore, you
might want to add an additional $10 - 20 ayear for
thefirst few yearsto compensatefor thisfee.

Thefollowing 3 pageshavethesetables:

Tablel TheGrowth of 10 yearsof saving $360
ayea.

Table2 TheGrowth of aSinglelnvestment of
$3,600.

Table3 TheVaueof alDallar investment.

Table4 TheVaueof alDollar Investment -
Accountingfor inflation.
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Table1l: The Growth of 10 yearsof saving ($360 a year)

Your yearly contribution: $360
Your | #of | Your 13% 15% 17%
age |years|Deposit interest | balance interest | balance interest balance
23 1 $360 47 407 54 414 61 421
24 2 $360 100 866 116 890 133 914
25 3 $360 159 1,386 188 1,438 217 1,491
26 4 $360 227 1,973 270 2,067 315 2,165
27 5 $360 303 2,636 364 2,791 429 2,954
28 6 $360 390 3,386 473 3,624 563 3,878
29 7 $360 487 4,233 598 4,582 720 4,958
30 8 $360 597 5,190 741 5,683 904 6,222
31 9 $360 721 6,271 906 6,949 1,119 7,702
32 10 $360 862 7,493 1,096 8,406 1,370 9,432
33 11 974 8,467 1,261 9,667 1,603 11,035
34 12 1,101 9,568 1,450 11,117 1,876 12,911
35 13 1,244 10,812 1,667 12,784 2,195 15,106
36 14 1,406 12,217 1,918 14,702 2,568 17,674
37 15 1,588 13,806 2,205 16,907 3,005 20,679
38 16 1,795 15,600 2,536 19,443 3,515 24,195
39 17 2,028 17,628 2,916 22,359 4,113 28,308
40 18 2,292 19,920 3,354 25,713 4,812 33,120
41 19 2,590 22,510 3,857 29,570 5,630 38,750
42 20 2,926 25,436 4,436 34,006 6,588 45,338
43 21 3,307 28,743 5,101 39,107 7,707 53,045
44 22 3,737 32,479 5,866 44,973 9,018 62,063
45 23 4,222 36,702 6,746 51,719 10,551 72,614
46 24 4,771 41,473 7,758 59,477 12,344 84,958
47 25 5,391 46,864 8,921 68,398 14,443 99,401
48 26 6,092 52,957 10,260 78,658 16,898 116,299
49 27 6,884 59,841 11,799 90,456 19,771 136,070
50 28 7,779 67,620 13,568 104,025 23,132 159,202
51 29 8,791 76,411 15,604 119,629 27,064 186,266
52 30 9,933 86,344 17,944 137,573 31,665 217,931
53 31 11,225 97,569 20,636 158,209 37,048 254,980
54 32 12,684 110,253 23,731 181,940 43,347 298,326
55 33 14,333 124,586 27,291 209,231 50,715 349,042
56 34 16,196 140,782 31,385 240,616 59,337 408,379
57 35 18,302 159,084 36,092 276,708 69,424 477,803
58 36 20,681 179,765 41,506 318,214 81,227 559,030
59 37 23,369 203,134 47,732 365,947 95,035 654,065
60 38 26,407 229,541 54,892 420,838 111,191 765,256
61 39 29,840 259,382 63,126 483,964 130,094 895,350
62 40 33,720 293,101 72,595 556,559 152,209 | 1,047,559
63 41 38,103 331,205 83,484 640,043 178,085| 1,225,644
64 42 43,057 374,261 96,006 736,049 208,360 | 1,434,004
65 43 48,654 422,915 110,407 846,457 243,781 | 1,677,785
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Table2: The Growth of a Single Investment of $3,600

Thischart showsthegrowth of asingleonetimeinvestment of $3,600ina
retirement account that has grown at asteady rate of 13% ayear.

Missionary's # of Deposit | interest New
age years balance

23 1 3,600 468 4,068
24 2 529 4,597
25 3 598 5,194
26 4 675 5,870
27 5 763 6,633
28 6 862 7,495
29 7 974 8,469
30 8 1,101 9,570
31 9 1,244 10,815
32 10 1,406 12,220
33 11 1,589 13,809
34 12 1,795 15,604
35 13 2,029 17,633
36 14 2,292 19,925
37 15 2,590 22,515
38 16 2,927 25,442
39 17 3,308 28,750
40 18 3,737 32,487
41 19 4,223 36,711
42 20 4,772 41,483
43 21 5,393 46,876
44 22 6,094 52,970
45 23 6,886 59,856
46 24 7,781 67,637
47 25 8,793 76,430
48 26 9,936 86,366
49 27 11,228 97,593
50 28 12,687 110,281
51 29 14,336 124,617
52 30 16,200 140,817
53 31 18,306 159,123
54 32 20,686 179,810
55 33 23,375 203,185
56 34 26,414 229,599
57 35 29,848 259,447
58 36 33,728 293,175
59 37 38,113 331,287
60 38 43,067 374,355
61 39 48,666 423,021
62 40 54,993 478,014
63 41 62,142 540,155
64 42 70,220 610,376
65 43 79,349 689,724
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Table3: TheValueof a$lInvestment in an IRA

(NO adjustment for inflation has been done)

Number
of Years 6% 7% 8% 9% ]10% ]11% |12% | 13% 14% 15% 16% 17%

1 1 1 1 1 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0
1111|1111 11| 11| 11| 11 1.1 1.1 1.2 1.2 1.2
2(11) 11| 12|12 12| 12| 1.3 1.3 1.3 1.3 1.3 1.4
3| 1.2( 12| 13| 1.3|] 1.3 14| 14 1.4 1.5 1.5 1.6 1.6
4| 13| 13| 14| 14| 15| 15| 16 1.6 1.7 1.7 1.8 1.9
5( 13| 14| 15| 15| 16| 1.7| 1.8 1.8 1.9 2.0 2.1 2.2
6| 14| 15| 16| 1.7 1.8 19| 2.0 2.1 2.2 2.3 2.4 2.6
71 15| 16| 1.7| 1.8] 19| 21| 2.2 2.4 2.5 2.7 2.8 3.0
8| 1.6| 1.7| 1.9 20| 21| 23| 25 2.7 2.9 3.1 3.3 3.5
9| 1.7| 1.8] 2.0| 2.2| 24| 26| 2.8 3.0 3.3 3.5 3.8 4.1

10| 1.8| 2.0| 2.2| 24| 26| 28| 3.1 3.4 3.7 4.0 4.4 4.8
111 19| 2.1| 2.3| 26| 29| 3.2| 3.5 3.8 4.2 4.7 5.1 5.6
12| 2.0| 23| 25| 28| 3.1| 35| 39 4.3 4.8 5.4 5.9 6.6
13| 2.1| 24| 27| 3.1| 35| 39| 44 4.9 5.5 6.2 6.9 7.7
14| 2.3| 2.6| 29| 3.3| 3.8 4.3| 4.9 5.5 6.3 7.1 8.0 9.0
15| 2.4| 2.8| 3.2| 3.6| 42| 48| 55 6.3 7.1 8.1 9.3 10.5
16| 25| 3.0| 3.4| 40| 46| 53| 6.1 7.1 8.1 9.4 10.7 12.3
17| 2.7| 3.2| 3.7| 43| 51| 59| 6.9 8.0 9.3 10.8 12.5 14.4
18| 29| 3.4| 40| 47| 56| 6.5 7.7 9.0 10.6 12.4 14.5 16.9
19| 3.0| 3.6| 43| 5.1| 6.1| 73| 8.6| 10.2 12.1 14.2 16.8 19.7
20| 3.2 3.9| 47| 5.6| 6.7 81| 9.6 115 13.7 16.4 19.5 23.1
21| 3.4| 4.1| 5.0 6.1 7.4| 89| 10.8| 13.0 15.7 18.8 22.6 27.0
22| 3.6| 44| 54| 6.7 81| 99| 12.1| 147 17.9 21.6 26.2 31.6
23| 3.8| 4.7| 5.9 7.3| 9.0| 11.0| 13.6| 16.6 20.4 24.9 30.4 37.0
24| 40| 5.1| 6.3 7.9| 9.8 12.2| 15.2| 18.8 23.2 28.6 35.2 43.3
25| 43| 5.4| 6.8| 8.6| 10.8| 13.6| 17.0| 21.2 26.5 32.9 40.9 50.7
26| 45| 58| 7.4| 9.4 11.9| 15.1| 19.0| 24.0 30.2 37.9 47.4 59.3
27| 4.8| 6.2| 8.0(10.2| 13.1| 16.7| 21.3| 27.1 34.4 43.5 55.0 69.3
28| 5.1| 6.6| 8.6(11.2| 14.4| 18.6| 23.9| 30.6 39.2 50.1 63.8 81.1
29| 5.4 7.1] 9.3(12.2| 15.9| 20.6| 26.7| 34.6 44.7 57.6 74.0 94.9
30| 5.7| 7.6|10.1|13.3| 17.4| 22.9| 30.0| 39.1 51.0 66.2 85.8 1111
31| 6.1| 8.1|10.9|14.5| 19.2| 25.4| 33.6| 44.2 58.1 76.1 99.6 129.9
32| 6.5| 8.7|11.7|15.8| 21.1| 28.2| 37.6| 49.9 66.2 87.6 115.5 152.0
33| 6.8| 9.3(12.7|17.2| 23.2| 31.3| 42.1| 56.4 75.5 100.7 134.0 177.9
34| 7.3|10.0(13.7|18.7| 25.5| 34.8| 47.1| 63.8 86.1 115.8 155.4 208.1
35| 7.7|10.7|14.8|20.4| 28.1| 38.6| 52.8| 72.1 98.1 133.2 180.3 243.5
36| 8.1]11.4|16.0|22.3| 30.9| 42.8| 59.1| 81.4 111.8 153.2 209.2 284.9
37| 8.6(12.2117.2|124.3| 34.0| 47.5| 66.2| 92.0 127.5 176.1 242.6 333.3
38| 9.2113.1(18.6|26.4| 37.4| 52.8| 74.2| 104.0 145.3 202.5 281.5 390.0
39| 9.7|14.0(20.1|28.8| 41.1| 58.6| 83.1| 117.5 165.7 232.9 326.5 456.3
40(10.3|15.0|21.7|31.4| 45.3| 65.0| 93.1| 132.8 188.9 267.9 378.7 533.9
41110.9]16.0|23.5|34.2| 49.8| 72.2|104.2| 150.0 215.3 308.0 439.3 624.6
42111.6|17.1|25.3|37.3| 54.8| 80.1|116.7| 169.5 245.5 354.2 509.6 730.8
43112.3|18.3|27.4140.7| 60.2| 88.9|130.7| 191.6 279.8 407.4 591.1 855.1
44113.0|19.6 (29.6 |44.3| 66.3| 98.7|146.4| 216.5 319.0| 468.5 685.7| 1,000.4
45113.8|21.0(31.948.3| 72.9|109.5|164.0| 244.6 363.7 538.8 795.4| 1,170.5
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Table4: TheValueof a$lInvestment in an IRA

(adjusted for aninflation rate of 3% per year)

Number Inflation _ _ _
of Years fdjustment]6% | 7% [8% 9% [10% H1% 2% [13% | 14% J15% [16% |17%
3.00%

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

1 1.03| 1.0/ 10| 10| 11| 11f{1211| 11| 11 1.1 11| 11| 11
2 1.06| 1.1 11| 11| 11| 11| 12| 12| 1.2 1.2 1.2 13| 1.3
3 1.09| 1.1 11| 1.2{( 12| 12| 13| 13| 13 14| 14| 14| 15
4 1.13| 11| 12| 1.2 13| 13| 13| 14| 14 15| 16| 16| 1.7
5 1.16| 1.2| 1.2| 13| 13| 14| 15| 15| 1.6 1.7 17| 18| 1.9
6 1.19| 1.2| 13| 13| 14| 15| 16| 17| 1.7 1.8 19| 20| 21
7 1.23| 1.2| 13| 14| 15| 16| 17| 18| 1.9 20| 22| 23| 24
8 1.27| 1.3| 14| 15| 16| 17| 18| 20| 21 23| 24| 26| 28
9 1.30| 1.3| 14| 15| 17| 18| 20| 21| 2.3 25| 27| 29| 31
10 1.34| 1.3| 15| 16| 18| 19| 21| 2.3| 25 28| 3.0| 33| 3.6
11 1.38| 1.4 15| 17| 19| 21| 23| 25| 2.8 31| 34| 37| 41
12 1.43| 14| 16| 1.8 20| 22| 25| 27| 3.0 34| 38| 42| 46
13 1.47| 15| 16| 19| 21| 24| 26| 3.0/ 3.3 37| 42| 47| 52
14 1.51| 15| 17| 19| 22| 25| 28| 3.2| 3.7 41| 47| 5.3| 6.0
15 1.56| 1.5| 1.8| 20| 23| 27| 31| 35| 4.0 46| 5.2| 59| 6.8
16 1.60| 1.6| 1.8| 21| 25| 29| 3.3| 3.8 44 51| 58| 6.7| 7.7
17 1.65| 1.6| 19| 22| 26| 31| 36| 4.2 4.8 56| 65| 75| 87
18 1.70| 1.7| 2.0| 23| 28| 33| 38| 45| 53 6.2| 7.3| 85| 9.9
19 1.75| 1.7| 21| 25| 29| 35| 41| 49| 5.8 6.9| 81| 9.6| 11.3
20 1.81| 18| 21| 26| 31| 37| 45| 53| 6.4 76| 9.1| 10.8| 12.8
21 1.86| 1.8 22| 27| 33| 4.0| 48| 58| 7.0 8.4| 10.1| 12.1| 145
22 1.92| 19| 23| 28| 35| 42|52| 63| 7.7 9.3| 11.3| 13.7| 16.5
23 1.97| 19| 24| 3.0| 37| 45| 56| 6.9| 84| 10.3| 12.6| 15.4| 18.8
24 2.03| 20| 25| 31| 39| 48| 6.0| 75| 92| 11.4| 14.1| 17.3| 21.3
25 2.09| 20| 26| 33| 41| 52| 6.5| 81| 101| 12.6| 15.7| 19.5| 24.2
26 216 21| 27| 34| 44| 55| 7.0| 8.8| 11.1| 14.0| 17.6| 22.0| 27.5
27 222 22| 28| 36| 46| 59| 75| 9.6| 12.2| 155| 19.6| 24.8| 31.2
28 229 22| 29| 38| 49| 6.3|8.1|104| 13.4| 17.1| 21.9| 27.9| 35.5
29 2.36| 2.3| 3.0| 40| 52| 6.7|8.8|11.4| 14.7| 19.0| 24.4| 31.4| 40.3
30 243 24| 31| 41| 55| 7.2|9.4|12.3| 16.1| 21.0| 27.3| 35.4| 45.8
31 250| 24| 33| 43| 58| 7.7|10.2|13.4| 17.7| 23.2| 30.5| 39.8| 52.0
32 258| 25| 34| 46| 6.1| 82|11.0|14.6| 19.4| 25.7| 34.0| 44.9| 59.0
33 265 26| 35| 48| 6.5| 8.8|11.8|159| 21.3| 28.5| 38.0| 50.5| 67.1
34 273 27| 37| 50| 6.9| 94|12.7|17.3| 23.3| 31.5| 42.4| 56.9| 76.2
35 281 27| 38| 53| 7.3| 10.0|13.7|18.8| 25.6| 34.9| 47.3| 64.1| 86.5
36 290| 2.8| 39| 55| 7.7| 10.7|14.8|20.4| 28.1| 38.6| 52.8| 72.2| 98.3
37 299 29| 41| 58| 81| 11.4|159(22.2| 30.8| 42.7| 59.0| 81.3(111.7
38 3.07| 3.0| 43| 6.1| 86| 12.2|17.2(24.1| 33.8| 47.3| 65.9| 91.5(126.8
39 3.17| 3.1| 44| 6.4| 9.1| 13.0|18.5(26.2| 37.1| 52.3| 73.5|103.1(144.1
40 3.26| 3.2| 4.6| 6.7| 9.6| 13.9|19.9(285| 40.7| 57.9| 82.1(116.1(163.7
41 3.36| 3.2| 4.8| 7.0| 10.2| 14.8|21.5(31.0| 44.7| 64.1| 91.7|130.8|185.9
42 3.46| 3.3| 5.0| 7.3| 10.8| 15.8|23.1(33.7| 49.0| 70.9(102.4(147.3(211.2
43 356| 3.4| 51| 7.7| 11.4| 16.9|249|36.7| 53.7| 78.5(114.3|165.8(239.9
44 3.67| 3.5| 5.3| 8.1| 12.1| 18.0|26.9(39.9| 59.0| 86.9(127.6|186.8(272.5
45 3.78| 3.6| 5.6| 8.4| 12.8| 19.3|29.0(43.4| 64.7| 96.2(142.5|210.3|309.5
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Roth IRAS
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Thereisanew IRA calledthe Roth IRA. (From
thispoint on, it will smply bereferred to asRoth.)
The Roth isalmost the exact opposite of the
traditional IRA. Withthe Roth, your contributions
arenot tax deductible. However, whenyou
withdraw themoney in retirement, you do not pay
any incometax. At facevalue, thisseemstoo good
tobetrue. Inredlity, itisagood deal for most
people, but it isimportant to understand why itisa
good deal.

Beforeyou get too excited, you must understand
that after all thetaxes have been paid, both types of
IRAsproduceidentical returns. Toillustrate, let’'s
say you get a$2,000 bonus at work and you
wantedtoinvestitinanIRA. Withthetraditional
IRA, you don'’t pay any taxes onthemoney before
youinvestit, so you caninvest the whole $2,000.
With the Roth, you first haveto pay incometax
(28%) on that bonus money, which leavesyouwith
only $1,440toinvest. After 20 yearsof 10%
annual growth, thetraditional IRA would have
grownto $13,455. After paying the 28% income
tax, you areleft with $9,688. With the Roth, your
$1,440 growsto $9,688 (tax-free). Asyoucan
see, thereturnsareidentical. Thisholdstrue

regardlessof the number of yearsor theannua
interest rate. Thebottom lineisbasically anissueof
when you pay your taxes, now or later.

Here' sanother way of looking at thisissue. Aswe
saw, thetraditional IRA and the Roth both gener-
ated the sameamount of money. However, if we
put $2,000 in the Roth, instead of $1,440 (as
described in the scenario above) you will end up
with $13,455 instead of $9,688. Sincethe maxi-
mum amount you can put into any IRA is$2,000a
year, the Roth givesyou the ability to set asdemore
money for retirement. Therefore, if you have
enough surplusmoney to meet theIRA'slimit, the
Rothisfor you.

| have saved the best for last. Many people (which
includesmost of themiddleclass) don’t qualify for
thetraditional IRA tax break. Therefore, there'sno
incentivefor themto usethetraditional IRA. They
still caninvest $2,000 ayear intoan IRA, but they
just can’t deduct it fromtheir taxes. So, instead of
putting money into | RAS, these peoplewould put
their extra money into normal investments, suchas
stocksor mutual funds. Of course, they haveto
pay taxesonthe profits. For these people, the
recently enacted Roth becomesaway toinvest up
to $4,000 ayear and not pay taxes on the profit.
You may bewonderingwherel cameup with
$4,000. The husband can make a$2,000 contri-
bution and so canthewife.

Any of thefollowing itemswill disqualify acouple
from getting atax break onthetraditiona IRA:

1) They make morethan $60,000 ayear
(actually the phase out beginsat $40,000)

2) They participatein adeferred compensation
plan, i.e. 401(K) etc.

3) They areactive participantswith anem-
ployer sponsored pension

Thebasicrulesfor the Rothisyou must hold it for
at least fiveyearsand be 59 Y2 before you start
collectingit. Evenif youdon't meet thesequdifica-
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tions, you can till withdraw your contributions (not
thegrowth) at any time, tax-freeand pendty free.
Inthe previousillustration, | used theexample of
earning 10% ayear. Inredlity, your IRA’searnings
are dependent upon the aggressiveness of your
investments. Most IRAsoffer thesameinvestment
choicesasthe401(k).

Itisimportant to understand that | have not pro-
vided all of therulesthat apply to IRAS. | have
only covered the main onesthat most commonly
affect themiddleclass. Aswithall other investing,
you should carefully read therulesandtalk toa
financid planner.

There’'saso anew way to savefor your kid's
collegehill. Itiscalledthe Educational IRA (a
misnomer, sincethisIRA hasnothing to dowith
retirement). Basically, you can contributeupto
$500 ayear into each of your children’saccount
(until they turn 18). LiketheRoth, you pay taxes
onthemoney beforeyou putitintothe | RA and
you don'’t pay taxeson the profit when you takeit
out. Of course, you havethe sameinvestment
optionsasthe other IRAs. Fortunately, contribu-
tionsto the Educationa IRA will not count against
theIRAsyearly limit of $2,000.

If themoney isused for any qualified educationa
expenses, you pay hoincometax. It canbeusedto
pay for tuition, books, supplies, and certain room-
and-board expenses. Theterm“qudified” usudly
meansthe schoolshaveto be accredited. Asa
result, most Bible schoolsdo not qualify. If you
have any doubtsabout whether aschool isquali-
fied, you should contact the school and your
financid advisor.

Your child doesnot haveto goto collegeright out
of high school. Hehasup to theage of 30to use
themoney inthisIRA. If youneedto, youcanrall
part or al of one Educational |RA into the Educa-
tional IRA of your other child. If you decidetouse
thismoney for something other than education, you
will haveto pay normal incometax plusal0%

pendty.

Inmy opinion, thisisalong overduetax reform.
However, at present, itisuncertainif theeduca-
tiona IRA will hurt your child'schancesfor financial
aid. Of course, many middleclassfamiliesdon’t
qudify for financid aid anyhow.

Althoughitisnot asfinancidly attractive, you can
now useyour traditional I1RA to pay for quaified
educationa expenses. Until recently, you hadto
pay a10% penalty if you withdrew money for your
child'seducational expenses(if youwereunder 59
%2). Althoughitisnow penalty free, you still haveto
pay normal incometax. Ineverything !’ veread,
most financid advisorstill discourageusingthe
traditional IRA for educationa expenses.




