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Hidden Pathsto the Heart

Chapter 8.01
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1984 -2002

Fifty-eight nuclear subsand thebulk of the Soviet’'s
surfacefleet were dispatched towardsAmerica. Is
thisamilitary exerciseor could thisbeapre-
emptivedtrikeagainst NATO? Theofficia explana
tion the Sovietsgavewasthey had lost asubmarine
and thismovement wasamassive search and
rescueoperation. Later, the Sovietsambassador
told the American |eadersthe commander of one of
theballistic missile submarines, Captain Marko
Ramius, had taken it upon himself to makean
independent nuclear strikeagainst the United
States. The Sovietswereasking the United States
to help them hunt down and destroy the submarine.

Thisscenario, of course, istaken fromthemovie
Hunt for Red October. TheAmerican military was
afraid the Sovietshad arenegade on their hands
and were scrambling to develop adefense. Dr.
Ryan, aClA analyst, knew agreat deal about
Captain Ramiusand felt hewas not amad man, but
rather, hisactionsindicate heisprobably planning to
defect. Unfortunately, Dr. Ryanwashavinga
difficult timetryingto convinceaconcerned military.

Giving him onechanceto prove Captain Ramius
wanted to defect, they airlifted him out to asubma:
rineinthemiddleof theAtlantic. Hehad only afew
dozen hoursto find Captain Ramiusand provehis
defection. Throughout thismovie, Dr. Ryan hadto
usehisspecid insghtsof Captain Ramiustofindthe
submarine and orchestratethe defection.

Near theend of the moviethe American and Soviet
submarine commandersare standing facetoface.
During thistense moment, Captain Ramiusmakesa
humorous comment to one of hisfellow officers. To
thesurprise of Captain Ramius, Dr. Ryan startsto
laugh. Captain Ramiusasked Dr. Ryanif he speaks
Russan. Dr. RyanrepliedinRussian, “Alittle. Itis
wiseto study thewaysof one' sadversary. Don't
you agree?’

InEnglish, Captain Ramiusanswers, “ Yes.”

AsChrigtiansdesiring to share Christ, we should
not, of course, consider unbelieversour “adversar-
ies” Yet, weshouldfollow thisprincipleof havinga
sound understanding of the peoplewewould liketo
reach. Althoughthisprincipleisobvioudy essential
for foreign missonaries, it also appliestodl other
typesof ministries. Thebetter you understand a
cultureand itssubcultures, themore effectiveyou
will bewith your outreach.

You should study the culture, customs, sports, etc.
of the peopleyouwant toreach. Itisespecialy
important to fully understand their history. | cannot
emphasizethisenough. Whenyou understand the
forcesthat have shaped their society, youwill have
amuch better understanding of what makesthem
tick. Knowing how aperson thinksand what they
valueisessential if youwant to reach their hearts.

The Japanese cultureisagood exampleof this.
Thiscultureisconsidered to be one of the hardest
to reach becausethey view thingsentirely differently
fromwesterners. Infact, they arequitedifferent
fromthe other Asian countries.

Atfirgt glance, therearemany thingsinthissociety
wefind confusing and even contradictory. For
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example, Japan’sinhumanetreatment of POWs
during WWII wasasbad asNazi Germany. Their
brutdity, violence, and total disregard for humanlife
werestaggering. Yet, thestreetsof Japan are some
of thesafestintheworld. Thereisvery little
violenceinthiscountry.

Thething that makesthis phenomenon even more
puzzling isthe contentsof someof their leisure
reading materid. Many of their magazineshave
detailed drawingsof women being brutally raped
and tortured. (Source: Japan: Sword and the
Chrysanthemum, Coronet Film and Video.) You
would think thiswould create asociety rampant in
violence. Well, theanswer isyesand no.

Withinthisculture, itisnot asmpleissueof whether
acertainactis“right” or “wrong.” Aswesterners,
weusualy view certainwrong actionsasbeing
inherently wrong, whereasthe Japanesewould
view it asbeing wrong only under certain condi-
tions. For example, during WWII, the prevalent
attitude of many Japanese wasthat non-Japanese
wereconsidered“inferiors,” therefore, it wasnot
considered wrong to mistreat them. Tomake
mattersworse, sincethe Japanese viewed the act of
surrendering asthe ultimate dishonor, they felt
POWSsdid not deserve any honorabl e treatment.
Thisispart of thereason it wasnot considered
wrong to rape, torture, and even murder POWSs,

| would liketo point out most of thevictimsinthese
violent Japanese magazines, mentioned earlier, are
not Japanese. Itisnot honorableto do thesethings
to aJapanese person. Thisisthereasonthe streets
of Japan (whichisfilled predominantly by Japanese)
aresafe. Although| don’'tthinkitisopenly dis-
cussed, the superior/inferior perspectiveisdtill a
central part of Japaneseculture. Thisiswhy | don’t
think they view reading theseviolent magazinesas
being dishonorable.

Although thisbarbaric behavior appearsto be
driven by national prideand ethnic hatred, it goes
much deeper thanthat. Doingwhat is*honorable”
drivesmuch of their culture. Morespecificaly, itis
important not to do anything that would bring

dishonor to their dead ancestors.

Anin-depth study of the Samurai and Shogunis
needed to better understand thisculture. 1f you can
understand what they view ashonorable, youwill
have asolid foundation of their value system. If you
understand their value system, it’ Il bemuch easier to
reachtheir heart.

If you aregoing to aforeign country tobeamis-
sionary, thereare many waysto learn about the
peopleof that land. Thefollowing areseveral
approachesyou should consider:

B Taktoat least adozen missionariesfrom that
country

B Gotoalargeuniversity and talk to the students
(or professors) from that country

B Read several bookson the country

B Reading testimonia booksof missionariesfrom
that country are an excellent source of culture

B Searchthelnternet for relevant information

B \Watch asmany documentary videoson that
country aspossible
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Thereareover 1,000 documentary videosavailable
onvariouscountries. You should beabletofind
many of them at libraries (which usudly provide
themfor free) and at large video stores. | have
watched alarge number of thesevideostogive
myself abetter understanding of theworld around
me. A sidebenefit of studying numerousculturesis
it givesyou abetter understanding of the people
youmetonadaily basis. | redlizetimeisapre-
mium, but | think missionary schools, Bibleschools,
and seminariesshould strongly encouragetheir
studentsto watch alarge number of thesevideos.

Probably oneof thebiggest mistakesmissionaries
have madein the past 400 yearsisassuming they
can share Christ with Indians (or other diverse
ethnic groups) the same asthey would with their
neighbor. Not only isthisapproachineffective, itis
usudly counter productive. Whenmissionariesfall
to carefully study the cultureand religion of these
Indiansthey aretrying to reach, oneof twothings
can happen. First, thelndians may resent what
appearsto be atotal disregard and disrespect to
what they hold sacred. Asaresult, they may
become hostileto your messageand to “ outsiders’
ingenerd.

Second, afailureto clearly understand their con-
cept of God can result in unintentional misunder-
standings. Instead of leaving their pagan godsfor
JesusChrigt, thelndianswill combinetheir religion
with Chrigtianity. Therearemany examplesof this,
such asthe peopleinthe Caribbean, whosereligion
isacombination of voodoo and Christianity.

George Santayanasaid, “ Thosewhofail tolearn
fromhistory aredoomedtorepeatit!” (Actudly his
origina statement was, “ Thosewho cannot remem-
ber the past are condemned to repeat it,” but | like
the current paraphrase better). Studying the
successful and unsuccessful mission endeavorsof
the past can profit you agreat deal.

Therewasacannibalistic tribe (Sawi) in New
Guineathat placed ahigh value ontreachery. They
wereacruel peoplewho viewed treachery and
deception asavirtue. Sinceovertkillingdidn't

requiremuch skill, it held nored pleasurefor them.
However, they obtain great pleasurefromwinninga
person’sfriendship and confidencefor the sole
purpose of murdering them. Thepart they cherish
most isthelook on thevictim’sfacethe moment
they realizethey’ ve been betrayed. Just beforethey
kill their surprised victim, they would often say, “We
havefattened you up with friendship for thedaugh-
ter.” Thisphilosophy of betrayal isso highly prized
amongst this peoplethat they werethrilled to hear
how Judas had betrayed Jesus. (Source: Peace
Child, Regal BooksDivisions.)

How canyou reach apeoplelikethis? More
important, how do you liveamongst apeoplelike
this? Youwill alwaysbewondering, “ Arethey only
being niceto mefor the sole purpose of betraying
me?’ Another questionis, if two tribesreally want
peace, how would they bring thisabout. Obvioudy,
any overture of peacewould beviewed asasetup
for treachery.

Donand Carol Richardson found theanswer to this
question deep insdethe Sawi Culture. Thetribe
that was“inthewrong” would givetheother tribea
baby toraise. Thischildiscaled aPeace Child. As
long asthischildlives, they must maintain peace. In
thissituation, treachery isnot allowed.

Seeing the s milarities between the Peace Child and
Jesus Christ (God offering Hisson for our redemp-
tion), the Richardsonsfound an opening to share
Christ. Insummary, Jesus ChristisGod's Peace
Childtous. Since JesusChristwill liveforever, we
can have everlasting peacewith God.

Itisfascinating that aculture, which appearsto be
lawless, isactualy governed by somevery strict
laws. Every culturehasaset of rulesthat govern
how it actsand thinks. Fully understandinga
foreign cultureisimperativeif youwant toreach
themfor Christ. Your successor faillureasa
missionary isdependent upon your understanding of
thelr culture. Thisiswhy cultureisjust asmucha
barrier to the gospel asisaforeignlanguage.
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What Bibleisyour
Neighbor Reading?

Chapter 8.02
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1984 -2002

Bill isthe name of thiswild-hair boy. Most of hisT-
shirtsand jeanshave holesand he seldom wears
shoes. Thisbrilliant and rather eccentric college
student islaid back in hisapproachtolife. Some
would say heislazy and doppy while otherswould
say heisfocused and undistracted by thetrivia
thingsof life.

Recently, Bill becameaChrigtian. TheChristian
fellowship heisattendingisvery informa andthe
atmosphereof thesemeetingsissimilar to that of the

“CoffeeHouses’ of the60s. Theformat of these
meetingsfitsrightinwith hisinformal approachto
life

Acrossthestreet from hiscampusisavery formal
conservative church. Thepeopletherearevery
influential and arewel| dressed. Althoughthey
desireto develop aministry to helpreach the
collegestudents, their formality hasbeenahin-
drance. Oneday Bill decided to visit the church, so
hewaksinwith hisnormal attire. Sincetheservice
had aready started, many eyesturntoward himas
hewalksin.

Thechurchiscompletely packed and sincehecan’t
find aseat in the back, hewaksfurther downthe
aide. By now peopleare tarting to feel uncomfort-
ablewiththisunconventiona wild-haired person.
AsBiIll getscloser to the pulpit, heredlizesthereare
Nno seats, so hesitsdown onthe carpet. Although
thisisacommon practiceat the collegefelowship
he hasbeen attending, hedoesn’ t redizethisisnot
doneat thischurch. By now theauditoriumis
totally silent and peopl e arewondering what'sgoing

to happen next.
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Thedoor intheback of the auditorium opensand
everyone' sattentionisdrawn to the Deacon ashe
makes hisway toward Bill. Thedistinguished
Deacon, in histhree-piece suit, walksdowly
towardtheboy. Everyoneunderstandswhat this
elderly manisgoingtodo. It'san unpleasant task,
but it hasto bedone. There hasto bedignity and
order inachurch service. Of course, everyoneis
wondering how thisdistinguished 80-year-old man
isgoingto beableto communicatewiththiskid
without hurting hisfedings.

It takesalong timefor theold manto reach the
boy. Thechurchisutterly silent except for the
clicking of theman’'scane. All eyesarefocused on
him. Theair isfilled with tenson and anticipation.
Theminister can't preach the sermon until the
Deacon doeswhat he hasto do. The Deacon
dropshiscaneon thefloor and with great difficulty
helowershimsalf downandsitsnexttoBill. To
everyone ssurprise, the Deacon startsworshiping
Godwith Bill sohewon't bealone. Everyoneis
choked emotiondly. After theminister getshis
emotionsunder control hesays, “What I’ m about to
preach, youwill never remember. What you have
just seen, youwill never forget.”

Becareful how youlive. Youmay betheonly Bible
some peoplewill ever read. What are people
readinginyour life? Arethey reading that you
faithfully attend church and dwayswear the proper
attire? Or, do they read that thesethingsare
secondary in comparison to your love and compas-
sionfor others? Assomeoneoncesaid, “People
don't redlly care how much you know, until they
know how muchyouredly care.”
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Honor Amongst Thieves

Chapter 8.03
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1984 -2002

Thedoor damsbehind the prisoner asheistaken
out of hiscell. Garciaisled down acorridor
toward severd large, intimidatingirongates. Thisis
aspecia day for Garcia. Inacoupleof hours, he
will bebreathing “freeair.” Prisonlifehad been
difficult for him. Hehad made acouplefriendsand
many enemies. Before Garcialeavesprison, hehas
onefavor hewantsto pay off. He asked the officer
inchargeif he could speak to Greg.

Greg, dongwith hisother duties, wasin charge of
tracking the Security Threat Groups(gangs) insde
theprisonsin hisstate. For security reasons, |
won't mentionthestate. Garciatold Gregthat his
gang had planted amoledeepinside hisoffice. In
fact, it was Greg’ spersona secretary who was
spyingfor thisgang. After athorough investigation,
theallegationswere substantiated. Somehow, the
gang had discovered that the secretary’ s husband
had adrug problem and they started to supply him
with drugs. Onething ledto another andthewife
wasblackmailed into working for thegang.

Why didthisparoling prisoner revea thisinforma:
tion? A coupleyearsearlier Garcia smother was
dying, so hewent totalk to Greg. To Garcia's

amazement, Greg was cons derate enough to
actualy listento him. When the prisoner asked to
bemoved closer to hisdying mother, Gregtold him
hewould not do anything outside of the standard
operating procedures, but if therewasavacant cell
at the other prison, hewould transfer him. Asit
happened, therewas an opening. Garciasaid that
thereason hereved ed thisvaluableinformation
about themolewas because Greg had shown him
respect and treated himfairly. Thereis*honor
amongthieves”

Think about how you treat your neighborsand
coworkers. Areyou respectful of their feelingsand
rights? Areyou alwaysfair and equitableinyour
dealingswiththem? Thebottomlineisthis: If God
wereto provide you an opening to sharethe gospel
with them, would your past trestment of them make
them morereceptiveto thegospd, or less?

If you arerespectful andfair intheway you treat
others, they will remember it. It doesnot matter
who you are or what position you hold, you should
alwaysbefair with thosearound you. You may say,
“That might betrueinaperfect world, but you
don’'t know my situation. You don’t know thetype
of peoplewithwhom | havetodeal. Showing
kindnesswith these peoplewill beinterpreted as
weakness.”

Althoughitistruethat | may not know your Situa-
tion, | do understand the principles of kindnessand
fairness. If thereisany environment wherekind-
ness could beinterpreted asweakness, itisinthe
prison setting. Yet, inthe prison, an officer can be
respectful and fair without being viewed asbeing
weak. Infact, theofficerswho are”firm, but fair”
arethemost successful. Asthissituationwith Greg
shows, being fair isbeneficial toall peoplein-
volved.




BibleHelp.org

Totel thetruth

Chapter: 8.04
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1984 -2002

In the previous chapter, Earn the Right to be
Heard, we saw how our listening skillsgresatly
influence how aperson receives our message.
Another areathat affectshow aperson receives our
messageisour truthfulness. You may not have
given it much thought, but people do remember
whenwestretch thetruth or tell thoselittle“ white
lies” Themorewedothis, thelessauthority our
wordshave.

It had been along day for thetwo correction
officers. Gary and Tom had transported prisoners
toand fromthehospita all day. Rex, amaximum-
security prisoner, wasthelast oneto betaken back
totheprison. Asthey walked downthehall, the
prisoner spat on Gary’sface. Anger raged within
Gary asheescorted Rex to aremoteroomfor a
little“talk.”

Thedoor closed and Gary sauntered over tothe
now defiant prisoner. Theofficer spat into the
prisoner’sfaceand said, “L ook punk, you may be
ableto get away with thiswith theother officers,
but I won't put upwithit. | won'ttoleratethistype
of disrespect onthestreet and | certainly won't
takeit from somelousy crimina. My job doesn’t

mean that muchto me. I’ drather get fired than let
someonespitonme. I'mgivingyoufar warning
right hereand now. If you ever dothat again, I’m
going to beat the crud out of you.”

After theprisoner returnedto hiscell, hefileda
grievance stating the officer had spit onhimand
threatened to beat him up. When presented with
thegrievance, Gary wrote out exactly what had
happened. To the surprise of the grievance coordi-
nator, Gary’ s statement was cons stent with the
prisoner’sstatement. However, the prisoner had
conveniently left out the small fact he had started
thisincident by assaulting the officer first.

Thegrievance coordinator did not expect Gary’s
admisson. Wheninterviewed, Gary said, “I won't
lieabout what happened. The prisonersknow
wherel stand. I'mfair withthemand | don't fedl

it smy businessto punishthem. Youwill never find
me picking on prisonersjust for thefun of it.
However, if anyoneassaultsme, | will ripinto him.
If | weretodoitall over again, | wouldn’t changea

thing.”

Because of the officer’shonesty and thefact hewas
assaulted first, the Coordinator gave Gary the
minimum punishment, aseven dayssuspension.
Thecoordinator later madethe comment, “ If the
time camewhere| had to decide between Gary’s
word and someone else'sword, eventhewarden’s,
| would believe Gary. He hasdemonstrated hecan
betrusted.”

If thisofficer had just told hisacquaintancesan
incredible and hard-to-believe story, would they be
inclined to doubt him or believehim? Hereisalittle
test: If youtold your acquaintancesthe exact same
story, would thisofficer haveahigher percentage of
peoplebeieving himthanthose believing you? If he
would have ahigher percentage, | would haveto
concludeyour lifestyleisahindranceto thegospdl.
Itisonething for apersonto reject the gospel
becausethey don’t careto have areationship with
God. It would beatragedy, however, for aperson
torgect thegospel becausewe are not trustworthy.
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Sincewearetalking about speaking thetruth, |
thought | would include something that showshow
easy itistodistort thetruth. Itisahumorous, but
classic exampleon how you canlead apersontoa
false conclusion by theway you present the“facts.”

Therewasafreshman at Eagle Rock Junior High
School whowon first prize at the Greater |daho
Falls Science Fair for attempting to show how
people have become conditioned to beeasily
alarmed to environmental concerns. Hisproject,
How Gullible Are We? was an experiment that
involved persuading peopleto signapetition
demanding strict control, or total elimination, of the
chemica “ dihydrogen monoxide.” Tomakehis
case, hecited thefollowing:

B [tisamaor component of acidrain

B |t can causeexcessve swegting and vomiting
B |t cancausesevereburnsinitsgaseousstate
B Accidentd inhdationcankill you

B [t contributesto erosion

B |t decreasesthe effectivenessof automobile
brakes

B |t hasbeenfoundintumorsof terminal cancer
patients

He asked 50 peopleif they would support aban on
the chemical, based onthe abovedata. Forty-three
said they would sign the petition, Six wereunde-
cided, and only one person knew the chemical was
water, H,0. (Source: The Un-Reported News,
February 1998)

Political and environmental groupsare notoriousfor
misrepresenting “facts’ to enhancetheir cause.
Evenif their causeistruly worthy, itisstill wrong to
sway peopletotheir sideby presenting aninaccu-
rate picture.

Unfortunately, many Christianshaveresortedto
thesetactics. My brother-in-law received aper-
sonal letter fromamajor TV evangelist. This
evangelist talked about how hewas concerned for
him and waspersondly prayingfor him. He

mentioned how hewanted to comeand visit him
(evenlisting thecity), but couldn’t right now be-
cause of hisbusy schedule. Theonly problemwas,
thisevangdist didn’t even know my brother-in-law
andthis* personal” letter wasactually aform letter
asking for money. | found thismisrepresentation to
bevery offensve. Any ministry built onaliewill not
havetheblessing of God and itstrue eternal impact
will beminimal. (It should benoted later on, this
evangelist sarted another fundraising gimmick by
saying God wasgoingtokill himif hedidn’'traisea
certainamount of money.)

Wehaveall received bulk mail that was packaged
inan envelope marked with something like, “ Ex-
pressMail, Deliver Immediately.” What wasthe
actual intent of thispackaging? Wasthe organiza-
tiontrying to giveyou theimpressionthisinexpen-
svedow bulk mail wasactualy animportant
personal letter being rushed to you? Isthisorgani-
zationtrying to be deceptive? What isyour reac-
tiontothesetypesof letters?

What isyour reaction to Christian organizations
doingthistypeof mailing? Areyou happy they are
being good stewards of thelr resourcesor areyou
offended because they thought you were stupid
enoughtofall for thisploy? What impressiondo
you think thistypeof |etter would make onthe non-
Chrigtiancommunity?

Although we may find thisbehavior ingppropriate,
canyou say you have never stretched thetruth?
Think about thetimesyou havewitnessed to
someone. Haveyou ever embellished thefactsto
help persuade the person to accept Christ? Have
you exaggerated how bad of asinner you were?
Haveyou ever overstated how becoming aChris-
tian hel ped your marriage and rel ationship with your
kids? Haveyou ever stretched thetruth whenyou
described theinner peace you were experiencing?
Haveyou ever enhanced thetestimoniesof others
to convince someoneto becomeaChristian?
Remember, any activity based onaliewill have
minimal eternd vaue.

Here'sahumorous story on honesty. At theend of
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aservicethepreacher (Chuck Swindall, | believe)
asked hiscongregation to read the 25th chapter of
Joshua. Thenext Sunday he asked how many
people had read the chapter. About athird of the
peoplehad raised their hands. After looking around
at the congregation, the preacher said, “ Today’s
messageisabout truth and | am preaching it specifi-
cally tothosewho raised their hands. You see,
Joshuaonly has 24 chapters.”

Asarecent President hasdiscovered, lieshavea
nasty habit of getting exposed. Here'sahumorous
story of another person caughtinalie. Atechnician
intheformer USSR wastrying to sell acostly radar
missile-tracking systemto the Kremlin, sohewas
making somewild claimsabout itsability. OnApril
28 whentheU.S. was scheduled to launch aspace
dhuittle, thetechnician triumphantly declared that the
lift-off had been detected and tracked. Severd
hourslater, NASA announced that the takeoff had
been postponed. Oops! (Source: Time Magazine
Sept. 24, 1990)

Thegospd should stand onitsownmerit. The
truthiswhat setspeoplefree, sothetruthiswhat
wemust present. Present thefactsasaccurately as
you can and let theHoly Spirit dotherest.
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The Perils of
Misunder gandings

Chapter: 8.05
Copyright © Michaegl Bronson 1984 -2002

The Genera grabbed the phoneand heard hisaid
report thegrim news, “ The Germanshavelaunched
aninvasonagainstus.” “OK,” theGenera ac-
knowledged. “Mobilizethedefenseand I’ll beover
assoon aspossibleto take charge.” Asthe Gen-
eral hung up the phone, heyelled out to hisdinner
guests, “I’ m sorry folks, tonight’s party isover. Our
base hasjust come under attack.”

Therewas, however, noinvasion. Theflaresthat
weredropping from the sky werenot apreludetoa
nighttimeassault asorigindly thought. Asitturned
out, anAmerican soldier wasusing theflaregun as
asubstitutefor fireworks. 1t wasJuly 4" and he
figured thelonely and isolated basein the desert of
Africaneededto celebrate. It never crossed his

mind it would bemistaken asaninvasion.

What started out asacel ebration of Independence
Day wasmisinterpreted. Granted, shooting off
flaresonamilitary base probably wasn't the
grandest of ideas. But, then again, my dad had
alwaysbeen aprankster. Thethingwhich makes
thiswholestuation comica (and probably explains
some of the overreaction) isthefact it wasaBritish
base. TheBritishdon’t understand our obsession
withfireworksonthe4™ of July. They alsodon’t
appreciate thefact that we still make such abig deal
of becoming independent from Britishrule. Asa
result, they didn’t seetheirony of the situation as
humorous. Captain Bronsonwastransferred later
that week.

Therewill awaysbe misunderstandings. Some-
timeswe bring them on oursalves, sometimes

they’ reunavoidable. No matter whoyou areor
what you do, therewill dwaysbetimesyouwill be
misunderstood. Sometimesthe consequences of
misunderstandingsare benign, other timesthey can
bevery traumatic and even deadly.

Thereason |’ mwriting thischapter istwofold.
First, many misunderstandings can beavoided
smply by being more observant and exercising
common sense. Thisisespecidly important when
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witnessing. It would beapity toturnaperson
away from Christ because of an avoidable misun-
derstanding. Second, itisimportant to understand
that evenif you arefaithfully following God's
leading, you still may becomeavictim of misunder-
gandings.

Sometimes seemingly innocent commentscan be
stumbling blocksinwitnessing. Somefriendsand|
from Bible School were going to asporting event
and asked anon-Christian friend to comealong.
Wewere hoping for an opportunity to share Christ
withhim. Aswedrovethrough arich part of town,
my friendsmade multiple commentsabout the
vanity of theexpensivehomes. Whenwewere
ready to take our non-Christian friend home, he
wasreluctant totell uswherehelived. Finaly, he
said, “ You know those homesyou were condemn-
ing? That'swherel live.” Talk about major
blunders. | am happy to say these carelesscom-
mentsdid not stop him from becoming aChristian.

In 1 Peter 5:8, God says Satan roams around likea
roaring lion, seeking to devour us. Becauseof his
pride, Satan |lost hisposition asthe most powerful
created being. Heisavery bitter and angry being
who would loveto take hisrevenge out on God.
Although Satan cannot directly attack God, hecan
hurt God by attacking Hischildren; the* apple of
God'seye.” This, by itself, makesusatarget. If,
however, you areeffectivein your ministry, you'll

become even moreof atarget.

| was going door-to-door with amember of my
churchtryingtofind childreninterestedinriding our
busto Sunday School. At one housethe mother
showed anintenseinterest. After sharing thegospel
with her, she accepted Christ asher savior. She
began to weep withjoy and relief. Just then her
husband called. Concerned, he asked why shewas
crying. Shesad, “Twomenarehereand...” That
wasall shewasableto get out before hetold her he
wascoming homeimmediately. Shetold ustoleave
right away to avoid thewrath of her husband.
Follow-up callsreveaed avery angry husband. To
thisday, | wonder how sheisdoing. Pleasepray
for her.

Jon Huswasagentle 14" century priest whowas
burned at the stakes because he refused to follow
churchtradition contrary tothe Bible. Thepriestsin
hisregion despised him because hislifeand teaching
exposed their snsand hypocrisies.

Heearned thefavor of theking and archbishop
because he didn’t back down from the threats of
theother priests. Thesemen provided himwith
friendship and protection. Although the priests
continually tried to turn these protectorsagaingt
Hus, al of their schemesfailed. Thenoneday, a
lack of clear communication resulted in amisunder-
standing and thewrath of hisfriend, the archbishop.
Thearchbishop, feding betrayed by hisfriend, Jon
Hus, had him excommunicated. Inreality, Jon had
not betrayed the archbishop, it wassimply a
misunderstanding. Nevertheless, not only did Jon
loseaprotectivefriend, hegained an enemy who
triggered eventswhich eventudly resultedinhis
death.

Misunderstandingsare an effectiveway for Satanto
attack abdliever. Theturmoil and frustration may
beenough to cause himto quit hisministry. If Satan
cannot destroy the Christian’sministry, hewill be
happy if hecanjust discredit histestimony.

Asmentioned earlier, somemisunderstandingscan
beeasily avoided. Male Chrigtians, in particular,
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should bevery careful to avoid the appearance of
inappropriate behavior withfemales. Themora
falluresof prominent TV evangelistsshaveshownthe
worldthat Christian leadersarevery capable of
immorality. If aperson spreadsarumor that a
Chrigtian leader hascommitted adultery, the public,
justifiably, may say, “Well, that possible. He
wouldn’t bethefirst preacher todoit.” Forthis
very reason, Billy Graham hasmadeit apolicy
never to meet withafemaeaone.

John Bunyon, the 17" century author of Pilgrim's
Progress and three dozen other books, fell victimto
thistype of misunderstanding. A church member
asked John to take ayoung woman, Agnus
Bomount, toarevival meeting. Johnrefused
because hesaid it would beinappropriate. After
thepersonsaid, “ Areyou going to deny thisgirl the
opportunity of hearingthegospd 7’ Johnreluctantly
agreed totake her. They rode horseback together
tothereviva meeting. Shortly afterwardsrumors
begantofly. When her father died asudden and
premature death, accusations arose that they had
poisoned him because he objected to their relation-
ship. Shewaseven charged with murder. Although
shewasacquitted, John’seffectivenessinthat
regionwasgreatly diminished.

Normally wewould expect non-Christiansto bethe
primary source of most misunderstandings. How-
ever, Christianshavea so been guilty of ddliberately
lying about other Christiansin order to discredit
them. Many church splitsbear witnessof this.

Mogt Christiansarefamiliar withthetragic story
that inspired Horatio Spafford to pen the encourag-
ing wordsto the song, ItisWell with My Soul.
Many Christians, however, are not aware of what
happened to himinthefollowing years. After the
shipwreck that claimed thelivesof hisfour children,
friendsat church secretly felt thiscalamity wasa
judgment of God for parental sins. | call thisJob's
friendssyndrome. The church, withastrong
puritan background, viewed calamitiesthesame
way Job'sfriendsdid; God doesnot punishthe
righteous.

A coupleyearslater, after thebirth of their son, little
Horitio, they begantorebuildtheir lives. Then
tragedy struck again. Sevenyearsafter the SS\ille
du Harvedisaster shattered their lives, their only
sondied of scarlet fever. Once again questions of
parental sinswereraised. A closefamily friend,
disturbed that Spaffordswould dareto question
God, offered to adopt their only living child. The
Spaffordswere deeply hurt. Later, conflictsarose
and the Spaffordswere asked to leave the church.
There'salot of truthinthe phrase, “ The Christian
army istheonly army that killsit' swounded.”

Over the past few decadesthere have been severa
Chrigiansleadersinvolvedinwhat | cal “Holy
Wars.” Inhismagazine, oneleader will accuse
another leader of being “liberal” becausethe
doctrineof the second leader doesn’t completely
lineupwith his. Thesecond leader thenretaiatesin
hisownmagazine. Thesewarscontinuefor years.
Therewasoneleader who rose abovethis. Al-
though he had been heavily condemned, | have
never once seen him condemn hisaccusersinhis
magazine. God will bethejudge of whether he
deserved to becondemned. Nevertheless, | fed his
responseto the accusations has brought glory to
God.
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Some of the greatest Christian menand womenin
history were attacked more by Chrigtiansthan by
non-Chrigtians. Although | would never dareto
group mysalf with thesedynamic people, | haverun
acrosssimilar problems. | wasblessed at aprevi-
ousjob with the opportunity of leading two co-
workersto Chrigt. Thisjoyful experiencequickly
turned sour asaresult of afellow Christian co-
worker. Hewasjealous. Hehad invested agreat
ded of timewitnessing to these people, but | was
theonewho got the“credit.” A few thingsthen
happened. First, hetried to discredit mewiththe
new converts. Second, hetried to get mefired.
Third, he started to spread rumorsamong thelocal
pastorsthat | wasdenying theinspiration of the
Bible,

Therewasanother occasion where something
similar to thishappened. Afriendand| were
workingwith youthin thecommunity andthe
parentsof one of the youth wanted to discredit us.
They went to their pastor and asked to have us
“investigated.” Many of their “findings’ were
humorouswhile otherswere profoundly revolting.
Besides“finding” usliberd, etc., they aso con-
cluded my friend and | werehomosexual lovers.
Thingsgot so out of hand we decided to meet this
problem head on. We approached the parents
about thisinvestigation. After initidly denyingthere
evenwasaninvestigation, they findly admitted they
had initiated it. When we asked them to substantiate
their conclusions, they recanted. | findit very
troubling that Christian leaderswould conduct
themselvesin suchamanner.

| recently heard about asinglefemaemissionary
who had been very successful intribal work.
Unfortunately, I don’t remember her nameor
missionboard. Sincethiswomanwasvery tal-
ented, thehead of themission saidto her, “ You
have been blessed with two great qudities: Energy
and cretivity. Unfortunately, thesegreat quaities
combined together often produce misunderstand-
ingsand resentment among other believers. Make
itapoint to pray for patience and understanding.” |
think that isvery sound advice.

What lessonsdo welearnfromall of these ex-
amples? First, usecommon senseto avoid unnec-
essary trouble. Second, realize and accept thefact
that at onetimeor another you will be misunder-
stood. Thisfact of lifeisunavoidable. Therefore,
when it happens, be sureto fully commitit to God.
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The Missile Principle

Chapter: 9.01
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1984 -2002

Itispostwar (WWI1) Germany and abulldozer is
pushingitsway through the rubble of acollapsed
building. Suddenly, amassive exploson hurtlesthe
bulldozer backwards. Thedriver escapes serious
injuriesbut isshaken. Othershave not been so
fortunate.

Germany wastrying to rebuild itsbattered cities.
Near theend of thewar Germany started, theU.S.
and England had dropped thousands of bombs,
someof whichfailed to explode. Thesebombs
remained hidden intherubbleuntil their unmarked
gravesweredisturbed.

Thereweretwo phasesinvolved in the bombing of
Germany, thebomb itself and the delivery of that
bomb. The combination of thesetwo parts makes
upwhat iscalledthe“missleprinciple.” Our
modern-day missiles, such astheonesusedinthe
Persian Gulf War, werederived fromthisprinciple.
Each missilehasapayload (thewarhead) and a
ddlivery system (therocket engineand guidance
system). Both partsmust be effective and accurate.
A failureinether part will resultinafailureof the
mission. Intheair raidsover Germany, therewere
somefailuresof both parts. We had planesthat
were shot down beforethey delivered thebombs,
and bombsthat did not explodewhen they hit their
targets.

Although some peoplemay not seethe necessity of

it, when sharing the gospel message, weneedto
employ thismissleprinciple. The*“payload” is, of
course, the actua gospel message, whilethe
“delivery system” isour approach and theway we
effectively earntheright tobeheard. Unlessboth
partsof themissilefunction properly, we have not
presented the gospel.

A missile has two parts. The actual bomb and a delivery
system that gets the bomb to the desired location. Both
parts must work correctly in order to accomplish the
goal.

Likewise, presenting the gospel has two parts. The
actual gospel message and the "delivery system” to get
the gospel to the desired location (the person's heart).

Thenext few chaptershave beenwrittento help
you strengthen both parts of your witness. The
chapter, “Earnthe Right to be Heard,” dealswith
presenting Christ inanon-pushy, inoffensive man-
ner. The chapter, “What Would You Say?” will
help you develop aclear and s mple presentation of

the gospel message.
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Earn the Right to be Heard

Chapter: 9.02

TheAmerican private crawled over tohis
Lieutenant’stent and pulled the pin on hishand-
grenade. Carefully placing arubber band aroundit,
hetosseditintothetent. TheLieutenant ran
outsideto seewho had thrownit, but hisadversary
had dipped into the darkness of thejungle.

Unfortunately, storieslikethisoneareall toored.
Theunexploded grenadewasawarning to the
Lieutenant. If hedoesnot changehisways, the
nexttimewill befor real. During theunpopular
Vietnam War, many West Point Lieutenantswere
shipped over to Vietnamimmediately after gradua
tion. Althoughthesemenhad afirmgrasponthe
rulesand regulations, some of them did not know
how tolead men. To make mattersworse, they
had not yet devel oped that sixth sense of jungle
survival. Asaresult, they carelessly ledtheir men
into dangerousStuationswhere many Americans
died needlesdly.

Oftenwhen soldiersapproached their Lieutenant to

point out something the Lieutenant had overlooked,
the Lieutenant viewed the recommendation asan
attempt to underminehisauthority. TheLieutenant
often responded with something like, “ Soundslikea
personal problemto me. Now, go do asyou were
told, and, if youdon’tlikeit, call 1-800-TOO-
BAD.” After aperiod of time, some of these
shunned soldiersdevel oped adistorted sense of
persona survival. If theLieutenant did not heed the
hand grenade warning, he often ended up being
shot during combat. “Friendly Fire’ (casudties
inflicted by one€’'sown side) isan easy way to
resolvelife-threatening problemswhileinthe
combat zone.

In contrast to this sad scenario arethe Lieutenants
who earned the respect of their troops. These
Lieutenantslead their troops, not pushthem. Their
troopswerewilling to go anywherefor their leader.
Therespect they earned brought obedienceand
compliance.

Respect hasto beearned. You cannot force
someoneto listentoyou. They havetowant to
hear what you haveto say. A person hasto want
to changebeforeany real changewill take place.

A person that we perceive as being "hardened to the
gospel" may actually be receptive if approached
differently.

When presenting the gospel, we should be careful
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not to force our opinionson others. Our missionis
to present thetruth, not force othersto believeit.
Each person hasto makehisown decision. “You
canlead ahorseto water, but you can’t makehim
drink.” You cannot force someoneto accept your
views. Although your aggressivedebating tactics
may alow you to win theargument, you have
accomplished nothing. A person convinced against
hiswill isof thesameopinion till. You cannot force
apersonto maketheright choice.

Calvinwasaready under considerablestress.
Now, withthelossof hisjob and girlfriend, it was
too muchfor him. Hewent over theedge. Calvin
becamevery depressed, hidinginhisroomfor
weeks. Hisparentstook himto psychiatristsand
therapy groups, but with no success. Hewas
diagnosed as schizophrenic. When asked aques-
tion, hewould carry on awhole conversation with
himsdf beforeanswering.

Calvin'scondition began to deteriorate quickly.
Unableto stop thisdigression, his parentsdecided
to have him committed to ahospital. Calvindid not
want to go so acouplefriendsand | wereasked to
help persuadehim. Of course, Calvinfoundthe
argument of going to the hospital much more
convincing whenthreelargeweight liftersspelled
out the benefits.

Once admitted, Calvinwastakento aroomfilled
with about 30 patients. Although hewassick, he
wasdefinitely out of place. Thesepatientswere
totaly out of it. They weregrabbingimaginary
objectsout of theair and making funny little noises.
Peoplewereinther ownlittleworld, somewalking
around withtheir headstilted sidewaysand speak-
ingincoherently

A friendship is an effective springboard for sharing the
gospel. People are often more open to the gospel when
you approach them as a caring friend.

L ater that month we started receiving | ettersfrom

Calvinthat exhibited vast improvement. A couple
of monthslater, hewasrel eased achanged person.
Sincethe doctors had been unsuccessful inthe past,
| asked Calvin what brought about the change.
Calvinresponded, “| appreciated al of thehelpyou
guyswereoffering, but | wasnot willing to pay the
priceto change. It wasn'tuntil | wastakentothe
hospital and put into therecreation roomthat | saw
areal needtochange. | redlizedif didn’t change, |
would end upjust likethem. Once my heart made
the decisionto change, my head began to change.”

Asweded with thenon-Christian, wemust keepin
mind that until their heart isready they will not
change. Do not become discouraged whena
person’slife doesnot changeasquickly asyou
think it should. 1t may takeawhilefor the person
to seeatrue need.

“Sharing thegospel” ismorethan saying theright
words. A person hasto bereceptive beforehewill
taketo heart what you are saying. We haveto get
ther attention. Thisusudly involvesearningthe
right tobeheard. Many Christiansassumea
person has*heard” the gospel smply becausehe
has stood politely asaChristian preached at him.

TheFloridarain beat downonmeasl| ranintothe
grocery store. Whilel wasringing out part of the
Atlantic Ocean from my shirt, astranger, Tom,
walked by and made acomment, “ The antiperspi-
rantislocatedinide5.” My laugh gaveaway my
Michigan accent and Tom asked what asnowhbird
wasdoingdowninFlorida. | explained | wasinthe
Boot Camp training phase of New TribesMissions.
Tomsaid, “New Transmission, | never heard of that
autorepair shop.” | proceeded to explain that New
TribesMissionswasnot arepair shop. Rather,itis
amissonary organization that speciaizesinreaching
tribal groupswho have never heard thegospel .
When | finished about three minutes|ater, Tom
replied, “Well, if | ever need any transmissionwork,
I’1l look you guysup.”

That wasasobering and humbling experience. This
solid example demonstrated to methat people
enjoy talking, but very few practicelistening.
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Unfortunately, many Christiansare not good
ligenerseither. Ironicaly, these same Christians
expect othersto listento them, though they are
unwilling totakethetimeto listento theunbeliever.

Therearemany lonely peopleinthisworld. Every-
one hasconcernsand problems. Being abletotalk
to someonewho caresishelpful and therapeutic. A
college student decided hewould conduct asmall
test. Heput anadinthe paper that read “1’LL
LISTEN. Youdoall thetakingand!’ll dodl the
listening. Your costis$25 per /2 hour.” Tohis
surprise, dozens of peopleresponded. If weare
willingtolisten, wewill betapping intoanatura
resource. If weshow respect and courtesy by
listening, wewill find otherswill begintoreciprocate
it back tous. Whenwewintheir hearts, weearn
theright to beheard. Infact, peoplewill start
asking you for your opinion. A nativeoncesaidtoa
missionary, “ You havebuilt abridge of lovefrom
my heart to yoursand Jesuswalked over.” People
cantell if you careabout them or just care about
making another “ convert.”

A good communicator is someone who spends more time

listening than talking. Showing a person that you are

interested in himwill open his heart more than polished
oratorical skills.

“Areyou German?’ theelderly manasked. “I
havesome Germaninme,” | said, looking rather
puzzled. “1 thought so,” theman said proudly.
“You have strong German features. | saw youa
couple hours ago and have been watching you
since.” At thispoint thetheme song from the show
Twilight Zone started playing in the background. |
was20yearsold at thetimeand inmy third year of
missonary training. Thisfirmly built man, Albert,
wasonceaNazi SSstorm trooper in World War
I1. Although it hasbeen 30 yearssincethewar, the
ideology of the* superior race’” wasstill burning
deepinhissoul. Albert proceededtotell mehow
the Jewi sh population was destroying the economy
of the prewar Europe. Heexplained, inintricate

detail, why it was necessary for Germany to remove
this* cancer” from society. “The Jewshadto be
exterminated!”

During our conversation Albert asked mewhat
brought meto the Fort Lauderdale Beach. |
explained | was on spring break from school and
washerevigtingsomefriends. After learningthat |
was attending a Christian school, he asked me,
“Youdon'tredly believein God?’

| responded, “ Yes. Infact, | had agood talk with
Himthismorning.”

Tiltinghishead sdeways, likeadoglisteningtoa
high pitch sound, Albert stared at meintotal
disbelief. Finaly hesaid, “No. No, you can't be
serioud”

Seeing | was serious, Albert asked how anintelli-
gent manlikemyself could possbly believein
something so absurd. After explaining thediffer-
encebetween“religion” and arelationshipwith
Christ, Albert wanted to hear more. At hisrequest,
wetalked for two more hours about God.

During our conversation, Albert told mehow earlier
that day two Christians had approached him onthe
street and tried witnessing to him. Albert had told
them, “ You obvioudy have mistaken mefor some-
onewho cares. You guysappear to beintelligent
men, so stop giving theimpression that you' rebrain
dead. Now, beat it.”

| learned many thingsfromthat experience. Yet, the
lesson with the most impact wastherealization that
what we perceive asaheart “ hardened tothe
gospel” may bereceptiveif approached differently.
What we sometimes assumeto bearejection of the
gospel message, isonly argection of theway itis
presented.

We should be aggressivein our witnessing, but
never rudeor inconsiderate. Therearemany styles
of witnessing and each hasitsown place. Wemust
realizethat someof our gpproachesactually turn
peopleoff to Christianity. Do not assumethat just
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because you have blasted the gospel at someone,
you weredoing God afavor. If your approach
turnsthe person off to the gospel, you areonly
makingit moredifficult for thenext Christianwho
wantsto share Christ.
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A college student placed this ad in the local paper and to
his surprise, he had dozens of responses.

People have an inherent need to talk about their lives. It
is therapeutic for people to be able to discuss their
concerns. Seldom, though, are they able to find someone
interested enough to listen.

Listening is an excellent way to demonstrate that you
care and are interested. It also develops an emotional tie
between your heart and theirs.

If you are willing to take the time to LISTEN to those
around you, you will have more opportunities to share
Christ than you ever thought possible.

| do not want to givetheimpressionthat al “cold
turkey” witnessing (approaching acomplete

stranger) iscounterproductive. Although cold
turkey witnessing hasagresater potentia for turning
non-Chrigtians off, many people havebeenledto
theLordthroughit. Thus, beopenwhenthelLord
tellsyou to goto astranger and share Christ with
him.

The snow and wind burned into Karen'sskin asshe
fought her way down Fourth Streetin New York.
Crossing thebusy street, shefelt God leading her to
gpeak tothe policeman directing traffic at the
middleof theintersection. Karentried to brush
asidethisabsurd notion, but the burden grew more
intense. Findly, Karen did what was probably the
craziest thing she had ever done. Shewakedtothe
middleof theintersection and began sharing Christ
withthe policeman. Infront of thousands of

peopl e, the policeman begantoweep. Hislifewas
faling apart and he had planned to kill himsalf that
night. Because of Karen’sobedience, the police-
man accepted Christ.

Although God usescold-turkey (CT) witnessing, it
should be motivated more by God'sleading than
our zeal. We should focus most of our energy on
aggressive“friendshipevangdism” (FE). InFE,
friendshipsare used as springboardsto sharethe
gospd. Youwill find people much more open when
you approach them asacaring friend, rather thana
religiouszealot. In addition, becausethe person has
shared with you many of hispersonal problems, you
canhelphimwithavariety of difficulties.

| feel itisvery important to emphasizethat you are
not to usefriendship asameanstoaend. You must
genuinely seek to develop truefriendshipswith
thoseyou meet. Your concernfor them must be
sincere. If you arenot, peoplewill view youlike
the used car salesman who pretendsto befriendly
for thesolepurpose of sellingacar. Youmust
makeit apoint to ask God to giveyou atruelove
for those you mest.

FE isnot itting back and witnessing only to your
friends. Itinvolvesactively seeking new opportuni-
ties. CT and FE aresimilar inthat both continual ly
seek out new opportunities. Both ofteninvolve




BibleHelp.org

denying your own desiresin order to present the
gospel toalost soul. However, CT and FE are
very differentinseveral ways. CT isusually aone-
time-dedl, whereas FE involvesbuilding afriendship
over aperiod of time. Thebiggest difference,
though, isthe effectivenessof thisstyle of witness-
ing. First, FE removes much of thefear and
intimidation associated with witnessing, makingit
something that any and every Christiancando. As
aresult, thegospd isshared more often. Second,
thisapproach produces more opennessto the
gospd , thusmore converts.

FE, by itsvery nature, isnon-pushy. Itis, therefore,
less”offensve’ tothenon-Christian. Thenon-
Christian doesnot fed the Christianis* after some-
thing” and because of this, hedoesnot put up the
normal mental barriers. Thisisthekey tothe
successof FE. With these barriersdown, the non-
Chrigtianisopen towhat the Christian hasto say.

A native once told a missionary, "You build a bridge of
love between your heart and my heart and Jesus walked
over.”

Mental barriersstop the heart from hearing the
gospel. Reducing the menta barriersshould bea
high priority for the Christian. Any approach that
causesaperson to becomedefensiveiscounter-
productive. Being argumentative seldom accom-
plishesanything. No matter what, do not alow the
discussion to deteriorateinto an emotional debate.
Thehigher theemotions, thelessreceptivethe
person becomes. The purposeof your discussion
withthenon-Christianisnot to provethat you are
correct, but to present thetruth. Itiseasy tolet

your pridetake control sothat your only objective
becomeswinning theargumen.

When discussing atopic, be careful not to put the
person down with your words or thetone of your
voice. Do not makefun of aperson’sbeliefs; thisis
aquick way to turn him off. Mocking them by
saying something like, “ Areyou operatingwitha
few light bulbsburned out?’ or “What color isthe
sky inyour littleworld?’ will only causethemto
resent you and your beliefs. Sarcasm should have
no part inyour presentation.

Asacorrection officer at aprison, | deal with many
tough, unsavory and sometimesviolent men. Many
of these guyshave never devel oped refined com-
municativeskill and aretactlessintheir gpproach.

It does not take much for aconversation to devel op
into an argument, or somethingworse. Evenwith
thesevolatilemen, | havefounditispossibleto de-
escaatemost situations. Thereistruthinthe
phrase, “ It takestwototangle.” Itisdifficultto
have an argument with someonewho doesnot
argueback. Infact, the person provoking thefight
beginstolook silly when everyoneel seremains
cam. Proverbs15:1 states, “ A soft answer turneth
away wrath.” Evenwhenapersonisangry, | have
found that asoft, cam, yet firm, response defuses
most Situations. If theseprinciplesareeffectivein
the prison environment, just think how effectivethey
will beineiminating argumentsconcerning“ Chris-
tiantopics.”

Therearetwo typesof FE; short-term and long-
term. | use short-termwith peoplel will probably
seeonly onceand long-term with peoplel can
arrangeto seeagain. | continually look for new
opportunities. Whenever | goout, | makeit apoint
tobefriendly and | regularly strike up conversations
with peoplel meet. Some conversationslast only
minutes, whileothersmay last hours. A friendship
will start with some of these people, then arrange-
ments can be made to meet them again. After
several taks, thenon-Christian’sheart is prepared
and opento the presentation of the gospel.

Early intheinitial conversationthe person begins
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toseel amagood listener and truly care. This
opensmany new doors. | ask many questions
regarding commentsthey have made. Thoughthey
aredoing most of thetalking, | am controlling the
conversation. Thedirection of theconversationis
controlled by thequestions| ask. Thesequestions
allow themto expresstheir feelingson avariety of
subjects. Asthe conversation progresses, they
begin to open up even more and express persond
concerns. Listening carefully asthey openup
providesawedth of information. | watchfor facia
expressions, changesintheir voiceor other cluesof
problem spots. Then| say somethinglike, “I
noticed that you cringed when you weretaking
about your brother, isthat asore spot?” They often
respond with, “Yes, he’sdying of cancer.” or “Yes,
we haven't gotten along since hewrecked my new
car.” Pursuingtheseissuesallowsthepersonto
sharehisheart with you.

After theconversationisover, the person will often
say, “| redlly enjoyed thisconversation. 1’ vetold
youthingsthat I’ ve never told anyonebefore. |
can't believeit, | just met you. We ought todothis
againsometime.” Atthispoint, | amfreetoarrange
to meet him againfor coffeein the near future.

During thefollowing meetings, | direct the conver-
sation to more sore spotsand other areasinvolving
churchor God. | havefoundthat if youtalk toa
person long enough, the subject of church, death, or
Godwill comeup. Sincethesesubjectsarise
through natural conversation, the person doesnot
fed defensiveand thus, cantalk freely about them.

When death becomesthetopic of conversation, |
control the outcomewith questionslike“You
mentioned that your friend had cancer, isheafraid
of dying? What are hisfeelingsabout heaven or
hell?” Churchisanother hot topic, usually used
with negative connotations. “My neighbor goesto
church, but he' sthe biggest hypocritearound.” |
usudly takethelead with questionsabout what
church the neighbor goesto or what they fedl isthe
purposeof churchor religion.

Oncetheconversationisstarted, | caninterject the

question, “ Do you think your friend knowsfor sure
he'sgoingto Heaven?’ Thisoften causesthemto
ask meif I think itispossible. “Yes, beyond any
shadow of doubt, | know for surel am goingto
Heaven.” | put out enough bait to stir their interest,
andyet, | resist thetemptationto giveafull expla-
nation. They will usualy ask for moreinformation,
thus, it appearsthat thisconversation about Godis
their idea

Most non-Christiansassumethat aperson’seternal
destiny isbased on how good or bad they live, thus,
no one can know for certain that they aregoing to
Heaven. Therefore, when| mention| havea
“contract” with God that guarantees| amgoingto
Heaven, people becomecurious. | say something
like, “ Just asyou have acontract writtenin black
and whitethat saysthe car you bought isyours, |
haveacontract with God that says| amgoingto
Heaven.” Onceagain| wait andlet their curiosity
prompt themto ask for more of an explanation. |
then explain how the Bibleclearly showstheway a
person can go to Heaven. Wedo not haveto
“hope” wearegoingto Heaven. TheBiblestatesin
“black and white” what isnecessary, we can know
for sure.

Asl mentioned earlier, long-term FE may take days
or weeks. Short-term FE condensesthe process
into acouplehours. Future opportunitiesto seethe
person and the Lord’ sprompting arethe primary
factorsin determining which style should be used.
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What Would You Say?

Chapter: 9.03
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1984 -2002

Driving down alonely back road, you seeacar that
hasrecently smashedinto atree. You rush over to
thepileof crumpled meta and find abadly injured
man pinned inthewreckage. After trying unsuc-
cessfully tofreetheman, hesaystoyou, “Inan
hour, I’ll bedead and I’ mnot ready. I’ [l probably
gotohell and I don’t know how to avoidit. Do
you know what | must do to goto Heaven?’

What would you say? Would you beableto
explainthegospel inasimpleand conciseway so
that it could be easily understood? Remember, you
cannot tell himto go and talk to your pastor. You
do not havetimeto go homeand search your Bible
or ask afriend for help. Hewill be dead shortly, so
you must giveaclear and preci se presentation of
thegospd now.’

Having enough knowledgeto becomeaChristian
yourself doesnot mean you haveaclear enough
understanding to explainit to someoneel se. Putting
your thoughtsintowordsin not wayseasy. You
may know how to get to acertain restaurant, but
that does not necessarily mean you can clearly
explain to someone elsehow to get there. Have
you ever becomelost because someone gaveyou

unclear directions?

How prepared areyou to present the gospel to
others? Get alone sometime, and pretend that you
arefaced withthiscar crash situationwhereyou
must verbally explainwhat isneeded togoto
Heaven. Inthepast, Steve Huntoon and | have
beenin charge of severa Bible study groupsand
weoften gave out weekly assgnmentsto the
members. Oneof our assignmentswasto have
themwrite down what they would say tothedying
manintheaccident. Their presentation hadto be
clear, smpleand short enoughtobereadinless
thanfiveminutes. Sincewewereknownfor our
difficult assgnments, they wereexcited becausethis
one sounded likeabreeze. The next week, though,
they dl returned expressing how difficult they had
foundit. Themembersof theBiblestudy redlized
that although they understood the gospel enoughto
become Christiansthemselves, they wereunableto
explainit quickly and efficiently to others.

The previous chapter demonstrated somesimple
waysto open up opportunitiesfor sharing the
gospel. Now that you have an opportunity, what
will you say? If youtried thecar crash assgnment,
you may havefound your presentation needssome
polishing. Beforeyou can sharethe gospel message
clearly and smply with others, youmust developa
thorough understanding of it yourself.

The presentation of thegospel can belikenedtothe
threemain body structures. Theskeleton, the
muscleandtheskin. Theskeletonistheraw
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structure, the muscle gives power to the skeleton
and the skin providesapleasant appearance. In
comparison, theraw gospel messageisthe skel-
eton. Bibleversesprovidethe power for the
message and theillustrations provide clarity and
makethepresentationinteresting. Inthenext
chapter wewill learn how to utilizethisconceptin

presenting thegospd.

When presenting the gospel, you must show the
person heislost beforeyou can show him how to
besaved. Of course, thisiseasier with some
peoplethanwith others. Inamedical context, the
doctor must first show the patient heissick. Next,
the doctor explainshow aspecial drug can cure
him. Finally, thedoctor tellshimwherehecan
obtainthisdrug. Applyingthisto Christianity, you
first need to show aperson heisasinner and hewill
be condemned to Hell for thesesins. Next, you
explainto himhow Jesus dying onthecrosscan
resolvehissin problem. Finaly, you show him how
hemay personally accept Christ ashissavior.

Thefollowing chapter hasaquick two-minute
presentation of thegospel. Thispresentation has
been auseful tool inteaching Christiansto witness.
We encouraged the peoplein our witnessing class
to memorizethe presentation verbatim and then
practicereciting it to each other. Thisserved two
purposes. Firg, it hel ped them becomefamiliar
with the gospel message. Second, it hel ped them
overcometheir “fear” of sharing Christ. Oncethey
become confident, they would practiceinserting
versesat appropriatetimes. Next, they would add
gpecidly taloredillugtrations. Findly, they start
improvising asmuch asthe situation warranted.
Thistwo-minute presentationisintended only asa
tool to help Christianslearntowitness. Inred-life
situations, it isnot recommended to quoteit verba-
tim.
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TheFireman’sJob

Chapter 9.04
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1984 -2002

Pastor Jerry stepsup to the podium and sayshe has
askit to do and needsfivevolunteers. After the
volunteersmakeit to the platform, hesays, “You
guysared| firemen and part of the Berry County
Fire Department. If weever haveafirearound
here, we are counting on you guysto protect usby
putting out thefire.”

Putting hishand into hispocket, Pastor Jerry pulls
out 5tin badges. After handing them their badges,
hesays, “Now, I’m going to assign you guysextra
tasksto performin-betweenfires.” Tossngan
aprontothefirst volunteer, hesays, “ You' regoing
to help out asthecook.” Tossingatowel tothe
second, hesays, “ You' regoing to wash thetruck.”
Tossing someglovestothethird, hesays, “ You're

goingto cleanthefirehouse.” Tossingawrenchto
thefourth, hesays, “ You regoingto maintainthe
equipment.” Tossing acan of dog food to thefifth,
hesays, “ You'regoing to feed the Damatian.”

Hethen says, “To make surethereisn’t any misun-
derstandings, | want each of youtotell meyour
job.”

Thefirst volunteer says, “My jobisto cook.”

Thesecond volunteer says, “My jobisto wash the
firetruck.”

Thethird volunteer says, “My jobisto cleanthe
firehouse”

Thefourth volunteer says, “My jobistomaintain
theequipment.”

Thefifth volunteer says, “My jobisto feed Spot.”

L ooking at thevolunteers, Pastor Jerry says,
“You'redl wrong.” Theresponshilitiesyoulisted
arenot your jobs. You'refiremen. Yourjobis
fightingfires. Yes, itistruel gaveyou other assign-
ments, but your primary responsibility isgtill fighting
fires”

Turning around, Pastor Jerry saysto hiscongrega-
tion, “ Obvioudly, therewas some confusion over
what their jobsare. Many Christianshavethe same
problem. Our primary job hereon earthisto be
fishersof men. Wemay have other dutieslikebeing
accountants, policemen, bankers, or even pastors.
Nevertheless, our primary duty isto bring othersto
Christ. Don't let your other tasksdistract you from
your primary job.
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You must show the Need
before you can Provide
the Solution

Chapter: 9.05
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1984 -2002

A person must first be shown heissick and needs
help before hewill seek treatment. Thisisathree-
phase process. First, show the need. Second, show
thesolution. Finally, show the persona application
of thesolution. Listed below isan exampleof what
adoctor would do with apatient.

Phase 1 Phase 2

A doctor examinesapatientand | Thedoctor then tellsthe patient
heisdiagnosed ashavingaserious|  about atreatment that can cure
disease. (Phase 1) the disease. (Phase 2)

Phase 3

Findly, thepatient istold what
he must do to personally apply
thistreatment. (Phase 3)
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Presenting the Gospel

Chapter: 9.06
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1984 -2002

Many Christianshave never developed aclear
understanding of thebasic pointsneeded to lead a
personto Christ. Instead of addressing the primary
issuesof salvation, they usualy rambleon covering
many unrel ated subjects. Thislack of direction
makesit difficult for thenon-Christianto obtaina
clear understanding of the gospel.

The processof developing thisclear understanding
of thesalvation message canbesmplifiedif the
messageisbroken down into easy-to-understand
units. Thethreeunitsare: A basic outline, memory
versesandillustrations. Thisprocessiscalledthe
"Outline" approach and it istheframework upon
whichasimpleor complex gospel presentation can
bebuilt.

Every person we sharethe gospel with hasdifferent
needsand varyinglevelsof understanding. One
person may not need to be convinced heisasinner
and going to hell. Another person, however, may
need agreater explanationinthisarea. The"Out-
ling" approach givesthe Chrigtian grest flexibility in
tailoring the messagetofit each person’sneeds.

Therearemany good witnessing programsavailable
that can teach Christianshow to sharethe gospel
message. Of course, onewitnessing styleobvioudy
doesnoat fit everyone. Each personhastofinda
stylethat fitstheir personality and comfort level.
This"Outline" approach may not bethebest style
for you, but it has hel ped many Christiansovercome
their fear of witnessing.

Asl| mentioned before, the™" Outline” approachis
made up of three units. Thesethree unitscan be
compared to thethree main structures of the human
body. Listed below arethethree structures.

Skeleton
(Gospel M essage)

Theskeletonisthemain structure on which every-

thingisbuilt. Likewise, thebasic gospel message

isthemain structure. Everything elseinthepresen-
tationisadded only to complement it.
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Muscle Skin
(Bible Verses) (Ilustrations)
TheMusclegivespower to the skeleton. The skin providesapleasant and uniform appear-
Likewise, Bibleversesprovidethe power and ancetothebody. Likewise,illustrationshelps
authority of the gospel message. makethe presentation interesting and moreeasily
understood.
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Skeleton: The Framethat Chapter: 9.07

. . . Copyright © Michael Bronson 1984 -2002
Everything is Built Upon

Asdtated earlier, the skeletoniswhat everythingis
build upon. Inthissituation, theskeletonisasmple
[Part ONE of Presenting the Gospel] quick presentation of thegospel. Listed below isa
quick two-minuteoutlinethat many peoplehave
used to learn how to witness.

To get themost out of thischapter, the Christian
should memorizethetwo-minuteoutlineand

practice saying it word-for-word to other Chris-
tians. Thisrehearsal ingrainstheoutlineintothe
Chrigtian’sthinking. Oncethe Chrigtianfeds
comfortablewith the outline presentation, he may
built uponit by adding memory versesandillustra-
tions. Versatility isdependent upon theamount of
practice.

It should be noted the purpose of rehearsing the
outlineword-for-wordisonly to help the Christian
learnthe presentation. It isnot practical or recom-
mended to quoteit verbatiminrea-lifewitnessing.
Thisoutlineisonly provided asatool to get a
person started.

Theoutlineisbroken downinto thethree phases
mentioned earlier in the chapter You must show the
Need beforeyou Providethe Solution. Whenyou
memorizethisoutline, think of it asthreeparts. This
will helpyou build uponit later on. Asareminder, |
will review thethree phasesat theend of the
chapter.
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Followingarethe
The3 Phasesof the" Outlinge"

Phase 1

God'sorigina intent for mankind wasto havea
persond and loving relaionshipwith us. This
relationship was destroyed when sin separated us
from God. Sin not only placed abarrier between
God and us, it also gave usadeath sentence. Sin
hasto be punished and the punishment iseternal
damnationinHell. Not snning or livingagood life
will not keep apersonfrom going to Hell. Contrary
to what some peoplethink, God cannot ignoresin.
God'sholy and righteous naturerequiresthat every
sin must be punished to thefullest extent.

Phase 2

Despiteour rebelling against God, Hestill lovesus
and wantsusto returnto Him. Thisisimpossible,
though, becausethisbarrier of Snisstill separating
us. God had to find alawful way to removethis
barrier without violating Hisrighteousnature. This
could only beaccomplished by paying the penalty
of sin, whichiswhat happened when Jesuswason
the cross. Hewas punished asthough He had
committed each of our sins. After Hewas punished,
Jesusdied and then rose from the dead. Now, not
only can God satisfy Hisdesiretoforgiveus, He
can satisfy Hisrighteousnature.

Phase 3

Just becausethisbarrier of sin had been removed
doesnot mean apersonwill automaticaly goto
Heaven. God will not force Himself on anyone.
Before aperson canreceivethe pardon Godis
offering, hemust acknowledgetwo things. First, he
isasinner and going to Hell, and heisnot worthy of
going to Heaven. Second, our salvationisbased
totally onwhat Jesusdid on the crossand not on
any of our goodworks. If, and only if, weare
willing to persondly accept these conditions of
God'spardon, will wegoto Heaven.

Followingisa
review of thethree phases

Phase 1
A personmust first redlizeheisasinner and on his
way toHell. Inother words:

B Show themthat they aresinnersand going to
Hdll.

B Show them that they cannot work their way to
Heaven.

Phase 2

The person must be shown how the sacrifice of
Jesuson thecrosscan pay hispenaty of sin. In
other words:

B Show them that Jesusistheway to Heaven

B Show them what He hasdonefor us.

Phase 3
The person must be shown how he can personally
apply thissalvationto hislife. Inother words:

B Show them how to apply what God hasdone.
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Muscles: The Power of
Memory Verses
[Part TWO of Presenting the Gospel]

Chapter: 9.08
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1984 -2002

Listed below arethe memory versesto usewiththe
"outline." Thefirgt table showswhich phasethe
versesareto be used and the next table the verses
inan easy to memorizeformat (KJV). Theverses

withan “*” arethe onesto bememorized first.

Phase 1 Phase 2 Phase 3
To show themthat they are To show themthat Jesusisthe Toshow them how to apply
sinnersand going to Hell ... way to Heaven ... what God has done.
Romans3:23* John 14:6 * Romans10:13*
Romans6:23* Acts4:12* John1:12*
Psalms53:3b* 1John5:12* 1John1:9
Ecclesiastes 7:20* 1 Timothy 2:5 Reveaion3:20
Isaiah 64:6 John3:16
Psalms39:5b
Revdation 20:15 ...andwhat He hasdonefor us.
Jeremiah 17:9
1 Timothy 2:6a*
... and that they cannot work 1 Peter 3:18a*
their way to Heaven. Romans5:8*
Hebrew 2:9
Romans 3:20* Isaiah53:5a
Titus3:5a* John1:29
Ephesans2:8,9*
Romans4.5
Proverbs14:12
Galatians2:16a,c
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Memory Verses

Romans3:23 "For all havesinned, and come
short of theglory of God."

Romans6:23 "For thewagesof sinisdeath; but
thegift of God iseternd lifethrough Jesus Christ
our Lord."

Psalms53:3b "...thereisnonethat doeth good,
no, not one."

Ecclesiastes 7:20 "For thereisnot ajust man
upon earth, that doeth good, and sinneth not.”

Isaiah 64:6 "Butweareal asanuncleanthing,
and all our righteousnessesare asfilthy rags; and
weall dofadeasaleaf; and our iniquities, likethe
wind, havetaken usaway."

Psalms39:5b "...verily every man at hisbest state
isatogether vanity."

Revelation 20:15 "Andwhosoever was not
found writteninthe book of lifewascast intothe
lakeof fire"

Jeremiah 17:9 *“Theheartisdecetful aboveall
things, and desperately wicked: who canknow it?"

Romans3:20 "Thereforeby the deedsof thelaw
thereshal nofleshbejustified in hissight: for by the
law istheknowledgeof sin."

Titus3:5a "Not by works of righteousnesswhich
we have done, but according to hismercy hesaved
us..."

Ephesians2:8,9 "For by graceareye saved
through faith; and that not of yourselves: itisthegift
of God. Not of works, lest any man should boast."

Romans4:5 "Butto him that worketh not, but
believeth onhimthat judtifieth theungodly, hisfaith
iscounted for righteousness.”

Proverbs14:12 "Thereisaway which seemeth
right unto aman, but the end thereof aretheways
of death."

Galatians2:16a,c "Knowing that amanisnot
justified by theworksof thelaw, but by thefaith of
JesusChrigt ... for by theworks of thelaw shall no
fleshbejustified.”

John 14:6 "Jesussaithunto him, | amtheway, the
truth, and thelife: no man cometh unto the Father,
but by me."

Acts4:12 "Neitheristheresalvationinany other:
for thereisnoneother name under heaven given
among men, whereby we must be saved.”

1John 5:12 "Hethat hath the Son hathlife; and
hethat hath not the Son of God hath not life."

1Timothy 2:5 "For thereisone God, and one
mediator between God and men, theman Christ
Jesus"

John 3:16 "For God soloved theworld, that he
gave hisonly begotten Son, that whosoever
believethin him should not perish, but have ever-
lastinglife”

1Timothy 2:6a "Who gavehimsalf aransomfor
al..."

1 Peter 3:18a "For Christ also hath once suffered
for sins, thejust for the unjust, that hemight bring us
toGod...."

Romans5:8 "But God commendeth hislove
toward us, inthat, whilewewereyet sinners, Christ
diedfor us."

Hebrews2:9 "Butwe seeJesus, who wasmade
alittlelower thantheangelsfor the suffering of
death, crowned with glory and honour; that he by
thegrace of God should taste death for every man."
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Memory Ver sesContinued

Isaiah 53:5 "But hewaswounded for our
transgressions, hewasbruised for our iniquities: the
chastisement of our peace wasupon him; and with
hisstripesweareheded.”

John 1:29 "Thenext day John seeth Jesus
coming unto him, and saith, Behold the Lamb of
God, which taketh away thesin of theworld."

Romans10:13 "For whosoever shal call upon
the name of the Lord shall be saved.”

John 1:12 "But asmany asreceived him, to them
gave he power to becomethe sons of God, evento
themthat believe on hisname.”

1John 1.9 "If weconfessour sins, heisfaithful
andjust toforgive usour sins, and to cleanseus
fromadl unrighteousness.”

Revelation 3:20 "Behold, | stand at the door,
and knock: if any man hear my voice, and openthe
door, I will comeinto him, andwill supwith him,
and hewithme."
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Skin: The Beauty of
| llustrations
[Part THREE of Presenting the Gospel]

Chapter: 9.09
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1984 -2002

Listed below aretheillustrationsto be used with the
"Outline." Thefirg tablegivesyou abrief descrip-
tion of eachillustration and the second tablethe
actud illustration. Oneagain, notethat each
illustration isdesigned towork with aparticular
phase.

To show that being "close" to God’s standard will not
get usinto Heaven.

To show that living agood lifewill not make up for
previoussins.

Unfair Judge To show that God cannot ignoreour sins.

Judge' sdaughter To show how God canforgiveusand still not violate His
righteousnature.

Punishment To show why Jesuswas punished in our place.

To show that just knowing Jesusdied for our sinsisnot
enoughtolet usinto Heaven.
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ILLUSTRATION: CIiff

PURPOSE: To show that being "close" to God's
standard will not get usinto Heaven.

Fiveexplorerswere hiking through thejungles of
Peruinhopesof finding thelost treasure of an
ancient Aztec civilization. Oneday asthey ap-
proached their destination, they found adeep
canyon that had to be crossed. Although it was 20
feet across, their passionfor unlimited wealth
intoxicated their judgement. One by one, they tried
jumping tothe other side. Thefirst two explorers
jumped about 10 feet and fell totheir death. The
next two jumped about 15 feet, dsofalling totheir
death. Thefifthjumped 18 feet. Although thefifth
explorer jumped further than the other four, theend
result wasthe same, death. Being closer did not
helpthefifth hiker.

K eegping most of God'sstandardswill not helpa
person into Heaven. Being close doesnot count. I
you havenot kept all of God's standardsperfectly,
you aregoingto Hell.

ILLUSTRATION: Accident

PURPOSE: Toshow that livingagoodlifewill
not makeup for previoussins.

Kathy waslatefor work again. In her haste, she
backed into another car. Obviously, Kathy was
upset and she vowed to never rush or drive care-
lesdy again. Assuming that Kathy isableto maintain
thisvow for 5 or even 20 years, it till would not
removethedamagefrom her car. Driving carefully
doesnot undo the damage donein aprevious
accident.

Likewise, if aperson hasbecometired of sinand
vowed to never sinagain, it will not undothe
damagebrought on by hisprevioussins. Livinga
good and sinlesslife doesnot take away sin. Our
faithin Jesus Christistheonly way our snscan be
removed.
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ILLUSTRATION: Unfair Judge

PURPOSE: To show that God cannot ignore our
sans

The Thanksgiving paradewasinfull swingwhen
Carl walked upto the Governor, pulled out hisgun
and shot him. The Governor’sbodyguards quickly
apprehended Carl and hauled him off tojail. When
Carl went to court, thejudgesaid, "Carl, thereisno
doubt that you committed thiscrime. Therewere
hundreds of eyewitnesses, not to mentionthose
whosaw itonTV. | redlize, though, that anyone can
wake up on thewrong side of the bed and have a
bad day. If you promisenot todothisagain, I'll let
you gowithonly awarning.” Would thisjudgebe
just and right for doing this? Of coursenot! Itisthe
judge’ sresponsibility to uphold thelaw.

Likewise, God would not beajust and righteous
judgeif heignored our sins. Hisnature demands
that Hepunish every sin. Wewill al oneday have
to stand before God' sjudgment seat and givean
account for every sin.

ILLUSTRATION: Judge sDaughter

PURPOSE: To show how God canforgiveus
and il not violate Hisrighteous nature.

Everyone' seyeswere upon thejudge. Helooked
up and dowly pronounced thejudgment. "Bonnie
Jean, | find you guilty and hereby fineyou the
maximum possible: $10,000. The courtroom
gasped in astonishment. Thejudgethen got up,
took off hisrobe and walked to thefront of the
bench. Taking out hischeckbook, hewrote acheck
for thefull amount. Turning to the courtroom, the
judgesaid, "Thisismy daughter and eventhoughl
love her, | cannot overlook what she hasdone. Her
actionstill must be punished.”

Even though God |ovesus, He cannot overlook the
fact that sin had been committed. The penalty for
thissnmust bepaidinfull. Thisiswhat happened
when Jesuswas on the cross. Hetook thefull
punishment for our sins. If we personaly accept this
remedy for our sins, wewill not berequired to pay
the pendlty ourselves.
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ILLUSTRATION: Punishment

PURPOSE: To show why Jesuswaspunishedin
our place.

Picturetwo guysstanding Sideby side. Thefirst
personisonly 4 feet tall and weighs 80 pounds,
whilethe second personis7 feet tall with 350
pounds of solid muscle. If an experienced boxer
wereto hit each of these guysin the stomach, which
of thetwo do you think would be hurt the most?
The second guy would not be affected by the punch
asmuch because he hasagreater capacity for
taking that kind of punishment.

Jesushasagreater capacity to endure spiritual
damnation than we have. Thisiswhy Jesustook the
punishment in our place. God punished Jesusas
though He had commited each of our sins. Instead
of having to be damned for eternity, Heboreall of
the punishment during Histimeon thecross.

ILLUSTRATION: Pardon

PURPOSE: To show that just knowing Jesusdied
for our sinsisnot enough to let usinto heaven.

Thefootsteps echoed off the old Gothic wallsasthe
guard worked hisway downtofiveblock. His
lantern barely gave enough light for himto seethe
nametag onthe prisoner’sdoor. "Henry," theguard
said, "pack up your stuff, you’ vejust been par-
doned." Totheguard’ ssurprise, Henry Williams
refused. He said that he had committed thecrime
and wanted to be punished for it. Sinceno one had
ever refused apardon before, aspecia congres-
siona session had to becalled. They decided that a
pardonisnot automatic; it hasto be personally
accepted. If itisnot, the prisoner must pay for his
crimeasthough hewasnever offered the pardon.

Thisissimilar to the pardon God offersus. Although
Jesusdied for thesinsof al theworld, Hispardon
isnot automatic. If aperson doesnot personaly
accept thispardon, hewill goto hell asthough his
snswerenever forgiven.
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Discussing Evolution?
Keep it Simple

Chapter: 9.10
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1984 -2002

Flying low and under the cloak of darkness, the
helicoptersand transport planes approached
Desert One. Themission of BlueLight, anelite
Pentagon antiterrorist team, wasto freethe 53
Americansbeing held hostagein Tehran by Iran’s
Revolutionary Guard. Desert Onewasthe code
namegiventothefirst staging areaof thisultra-
secret mission. TheDasht-e-Kavir Desert was
chosen astherefueling point becausethe C-130
transport planescould land onitssat flats.

Their mission had already been plagued with severa
seriousproblems. Two of theeight SeaStallion
helicoptersthat had left the nuclear carrier, US
Nimitz, had been rendered inoperative. Thefirst
chopper wasforced to land dueto mechanical
problems. The second chopper turned back
becauseitsgyroscopefailedinasandstorm. Once

ontheground at Desert One, other problems
developed. A buswith44 Iranian citizensstumbled
acrossthem. The passengerswereheld captive
whilethecommandos shot into theengineto
incapacitatethebus. Then, agastruck and a
pickup truck droveby. Whiletrying toincapacitate
these engines, the gastruck exploded and two
peoplefrom the pickup escaped. Theelement of
surprisewas no longer guaranteed.

However, thenightmarewasnot yet over. A third
chopper wasfound to haveasevere hydraulic
malfunction. Thus, themission had to beaborted.
Six chopperswere needed, only fivewereleft.
Addinginsulttoinjury, asthey retreated, the prop
of another helicopter diced into oneof thetransport
planesproducing ablazingfireball. Eight brave
servicemendied.

Theimpendinginvestigation produced much criti-
cism; somewarranted, somenot. Onecriticism
often voiced wasthat the mission wastoo complex,
leaving littletolerancefor error. Someof the
plannersconceded that thiscomplex mission
violatedanold Army rulecalled KISS(Keep It
Simple, Stupid). Thesimpler the concept, themore
understandableit isand easier to execute. (Source:
USNewsand W.R., May 5, 1980.)

Thisprincipleof “keepingitsmple’ isimportantin
diffusing theissueof evolutionaswell. For most
lay-Christians, asimpleapproachisthebest. This
simpleapproach will beeasier for youto explain
and easier for the evol utionist to comprehend.

Therearesevera different waystokill atree. It
can bekilled by cutting off all thebranchesor by
cutting through thetrunk at groundlevel. Both
approacheswill work, but thefirst ismuch more
complex and requires moretime and energy.
Likewise, aperson can be shown the errorsof
evolution elther through asimple or acomplex
approach. Theerrorsof evolution can be shown by
ether disproving themain premise of thetheory
itself (thetrunk of thetree) or by disproving each of
itsMANY details(the branches).
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Therearethree prominent problemswithtrying to
disprovethevery technica detailsof evolution.
First, sncethetheory of evolutionisso complex, it
iseasy to be sidetracked with time-consuming
topicsthat are seldom profitable or convincing.
Second, to disprove adequately thetheory of
evolution, many complex issuesmust be covered
systematically. Sincealack of timeand interest
usualy makesthisdifficult, many issuesarel eft
unresolved. Asaresult, theevolutionist doesnot
seeaneedto changehisview. Third, sinceitis
difficult to bean expert onthe many complex
issues, aknowledgeableevol utionist can“ snow” or
“pusharound” the uninformed Christian with many
confusingfacts. Sincethe Christian cannot refute
that for which heisunfamiliar, thediscussionislefta
draw.

“Keepitample’ appliesmainly tothe Christians
who are not well-versed inthe study of evolution.
Therearemany creation researcherswho are
effectiveinrefuting evolution on adeegp and more
technical level. These people, though, have spent
much of their livesresearchingthematerial. They
arefamiliar with many complicatedissuesand can
hold their ownwith knowledgeableevolutionigts.
Theintent of thischapter isnot to providethe
Christianwith anin-depth understanding of the
errorsof evolution; several bookswould be needed
to accomplishthat. Thischapter waswrittento
providethelay-Christian with somebasictoolsto
helpthem avoid beingluredinto fruitlessarguments
that would sidetrack them from presenting the

gospd.

Often, itisnot necessary to go through the compli-
cated processof proving humansdid not evolve
fromlower life-forms. Generdly, all that isneeded
isto show that matter, onany level, cannot advance
onitsown. Theeasiest way of doing thisistolook
at thevery first stage of evolution. If evolution
cannot get beyond thefirst stage, thereisno need
to disprovethefollowing stages.

| spent hours making precise measurements of my
bathroom to cut the new carpet. | drew my lines
and carefully made each cut. When finished, | had

amasterpiece. | had evenimpressed myself!
However, when | went to lay the carpet down, |
found onesmall problem. | drew thelinesonthe
wrong Side of the carpet resultinginamirror image.
| must have checked my brainin at the door when |
started working on the carpet. Although my carpet
had somevery impressive and complicated mea-
surements, it wasstill wrong. 1t wasworthless.

Theaccumulation of many complicated and impres-
Sive measurements can producetheillusion of
authenticity. Numerous measurements, in and of
themselves, do not provethat somethingisright, it
only provesthat numerous hours have been spent
making measurements. William Shanks, afamous
mathematician, spent most of hislifetryingto
caculatetheelusive decimal va ue of the geometri-
cal Pi (3.14...). In 1874, heachieved anew
record that lasted for 73 years. Unfortunately
though, it waslater discovered Shanksmadean
error in hismath, rendering many yearsof hiswork
worthless. (Source: History of Pi, 1989)

In caseyou areinterested in putting the current
record inyour Who Cares Book, Pi can now be
expressed to 1,011,196,691 decimal points. If this
number wereto be printed, it would producea
stack of computer paper 125 feet high. This
number isal so avail able on 2000 pieces of micro-
fiche. So, if you have been thinking about ordering
acopy for yourself or your college-bound student,
be prepared to pay extrafor shipping. Thecollec-
tiveweight of these 2000 piecesis 100 pounds.
(Source: Discover, January, 1990)

It only takesonefundamental flaw to make any
work worthless. Although evolutionistshave
accumulated millionsof complicated and impressve
measurementsthat givetheillusion of authenticity,
thetheory of evolutionisstill wrong. Thetheoryis
built upon afa sefoundation, thereby rendering
most of these complicated measurementsworthless.
Wewill focusour attention on thisfalsefoundation.

Thetheory of evolution, of course, istheideathat
matter can spontaneoudy (onitsown) become
more complex and useful. Thistheory, though, is
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clearly contrary to al known science. Infact, one
of themost fundamental lawsof science, the2nd
Law of Thermodynamics, clearly refutesthis.
Basicdly, thislaw saysthat matter naturally moves
toward astate that islesscomplex and useful.
Matter will never becomemorecomplex and
organized onitsown. (Source: Encyclopedia
America, 1988)

Theuniverseisrunning down and eventudly will
“die” This"death” meanstherewill benothing
moreintheuniverseto deteriorate. Nothing will be
functioning. Never againwill therebeany move-
ment or activity intheuniverse. (Source: Encyclo-
pedia Britannica, 1988)

Although schoolscurrently teach thetheory of
evolution asone continuous process, it isactualy
made up of two main components. Theevolution
of the universe and the evolution of life. Inthe
1800s, not much attention wasgivento the origin of
theuniverse. Theevolutionistshad theluxury of
saying the universe had awaysbeenin existence
and no one could prove otherwise. Sincethe
universe had alwaysbeen in existence, therewasno
need for a“creator God.”

Theonly thing theevol utionistshad to concern
themsalveswithwasto convincethegenera public
that lifecould actualy evolve out of apool of
chemicalsand then advanceinto more complex
creatures. Thisreadly wasn't that difficult of atask
for tworeasons. First, the evol utionists showed
many animalsthat were quite Ssimilar in gppearance,
but yet, were obvioudy different creatures. These
smilaritiesin appearanceswere presented as proof
that gradua evolutionary changesaretaking place.

The second reason people have been easily swayed
toward evolutionis® nature” itself appearsto havea
propensity toward creating life. Natureisoften
viewed asthismysteriousforcewhich strugglesto
producelifeout of bareness. Whenyoulistento
science documentaries, they talk about natureasif it
hasapersondity and awill. They talk about nature
likeitissometypeof amystical person.

Thismisconceptionisre nforced when peoplesee
areasthat have been totally destroyed by volca-
noes, firesor bombs, and yet plant lifestill findsa
waly to spring up. Peoplethink tothemselves, “If
nature strugglesso hardto bring forth lifeinthese
desolate areas, then nature hasthewill and ability to
producelifeout of apool of chemicas.” Itis
important to notethe only reason these devastated
areasare capableof producing “new life” isbe-
cause seeds (which already exist) arebeing spread
all over theworld viawind, storms, and bird
droppings.

Later, inthe 1900s, when the second law of ther-
modynamics became accepted as one of the most
fundamentd lawsof physics, theevolutionistshada
problem. They nolonger had theluxury of being
ableto say theuniversehad awaysbeeninexist-
ence. Thefact that theuniverseisdeteriorating and
will eventualy die, meansit could not lwayshave
beeninexistence. It had to have had abeginning.
Therefore, they cameup withthe®BigBang” theory
to explain away the need for a Creator God.

| would liketo point out thereisabsolutely no
evidence supporting the possibility of theBig Bang.
Infact, thebooksof many leading evolutionists
openly admit they believethe Big Bangisnot
possible, but sincethistheory isall they have, they
have decided to stay withit.

The science used by the evolutionistsisbad sci-
ence. You cannot selectively ignore evidencethat
happensto contradict your beliefs. If | wantedto, |
could say the universe cameinto existence because
agigantic chicken sneezed. Incredibly, | would
havejust asmuch evidenceto support my claimas
theevolutionistsdo to support their claim of theBig
Bang. All | cansay isif thescientistsat NASA
blatantly ignored basiclawsof physicsandfa sified
their research the sameway theevol utionistsdo, we
would never have madeit to themoon. Infact, we
would have never even madeit into outer space.

| am not going totry to disprovethe“Big Bang”
theory. It should be obviousachaotic and violent
explos on cannot produce something more complex
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and organized thanit’soriginal state. Infact, the
lawsof thermodynamicsclearly statethemore
intenseand powerful an explosion, thefaster al
objectsinitsproximity will deteriorate. Iftherewas
any organized structure beforethe so-called Big
Bang, it would have beentorn apart by the explo-
son.

Thebest way to approach theissueof evolutionis
todiscusstheuniverseinitsoriginal state. The
very fact evolutionistsdeny the existence of God
forcesthemto concedethat everythinginthe
universestarted out initsssmplest and most unorga
nized state. To believe otherwisewould mean there
wasan“organizer.” This, of course, issomething
the evol utionistswould never admit.

When somethingisinitssmplest and most unorge-
nized state, itisdefined asbeing“dead.” As
mentioned earlier, thelawsof physicsclearly
dictatestherewill never be any movement or
activity when somethingisinthisstate. Therefore, if
thereisno activity or movement, there can never be
any evolution. If therewasno activity, therewas
nothing that could eventrigger the Big Bang.

Evolutionigtstry to Sdestep thisimposs bility by
saying time and chance can make anything pos-
sble. They fed that increasing the number of
chancesawaysincreasesthepossibility of an event
occurring. They pointto diceasan example. If
youroll adiceenoughtimes, youwill eventualy roll
a“6.” Therefore, they reason, eventhoughthereis
onlya“1lin10billion” chanceof thefirst step of
evolution occurring, itwill eventually happen.

However, beforethere can beachanceof an
occurrence, therefirst hasto bethepotential. As
with theexample of thedice, thedicemust havea
“6” onit beforethereisthepotential of a“6” being
rolled. What would happenif therewasno“6” on
thedice? Youwould never roll a“6.” No matter
how oftenyourolled thedice, a*“6” would never
comeup. Thereisnotevenalin10billionchance
that a“6” would turn up. Thereisno chance!

Likewise, beforewe can say thereisachancethat

evolutionwill takeplace, therefirst hasto bethe
potential for it. Asalready discussed, theuniverse
had no movement or activity, thereforethereisno
potential!
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Evolutionists say given enough time and chances,
anything is possible. They point to a dice as an example.
If you roll a dice enough times, you will eventually roll a

"

Befor e there can be the chance of an occurrence, there
first must be the potential. If there was no "6" on the dice,
it would not matter how many times you rolled the dice, it

would NEVER turn up "6."

Likewise, there is no potential for evolution, thus there is
no chance that it will occur.

Hereisanother questionfor theevolutionists. They
say the universe started asamass of unorganized
matter/energy. Wheredid thiscomefrom? Just
because something isunorgani zed doesnot mean it
cameinto existence by itsalf. It, too, must have
comefrom somewhere.

Why, then, do intelligent people, some of whom are
scientists, believeinatheory that isso contrary to
basic science? We must try to understand the
evolutionist aswell asrefutehisidess. Evolutionists
fall into two groups, those who havethoroughly
researched the facts and those who have not.

Thereason peopledtill beievein evolution athough
they have researched thefacts, isnot because
sciencevalidatesevolution, but rather thereisa
moral problemintheir life. They redlizethereare
major contradictionswithintheir theory, but they till
chooseto believealie. They do not want to accept
theideathat lifeand theuniversewere* created”
becausethiswould meanthereisan Almighty
Creator God. Theexistence of asupremebeing
mandatesmoral accountability for their actions.
Theseevolutionistscannot find God for the same
reason thieves cannot find acop; they deliberately
arenot looking.
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Theother group consistsof evol utionistswho have
not thoroughly researched thefacts. Generally,
they do not redize that there are gapping contradic-
tionsinthebasi ctheory of evolution. They assume
what they have been taught in school and by the
mediaistrue. They are unawarethey havebeen
deliberately mided. Although they may not believe
in God, their acceptance of evolutionisnot an
attempt to avoid God.

When | am talking with aperson and the subject of
evolution comesup, | first try to determinethe
sncerity of hisinterest. Thesubject of evolution
may have been brought up to sidetrack our original
discussion of thegospel or it may havebeena
natural extension of theconversation. To determine
thisl ask, “If I could show you, beyond any rea-
sonabledoubt, that thereisan Almighty God, would
you bewillingtoadmit Hisexistence?’ If the
person saysyes, | takethetimeto pursuethe
subject. If hesaysno, | usually say, “Well, itis
obviousyou are not being honest with yourself and
arenot using factsto substantiate your beliefs. | am
not going to wasteyour timeor minediscussingthis
further.”

Some people have committed what iscalled
“intellectual suicide;” adenid of facts. Intellectua
suicidetakes placewhen aperson seessomethingis
true, and yet, still refusesto believeit. Itissimilar

to apersontouring amajor airport and then denying
theexistence of airplanes. | havefound that usualy
if apersonisunwilling to take an honest |ook at the
facts, hewill only beargumentativewheninvolved
inadiscussion.

Anavidevolutionist wasonce asked, “If you could
be shown thereisaGod who lovesand caresfor
you, would you bewilling to accept Hisexistence?’
Hisresponsewas*”No. | likebeingin control of my
lifeand | do not want to be under someoneelse’s
rule.” Do not giveup onthespiritua destiny of an
evolutionist such asthis. Pray for him and seek new
opportunitiesto sharethe gospd with him, but do
not wasteyour timewith fruitlessarguments.

If theuniversedid not evolveonitsown, wheredid

it comefrom? Theuniversewasnot organizedinto
itscomplex state by anatural force. 1t hadtobe
built by something abovethenatura, by something
supernatural. Scientific deduction demandsthat
wearriveat thisconclusion.

Thissupernatural creator hasto be eternal and
amighty. Otherwise, hetoowould need acreator.
GodAlmighty isour logical choice. Youmay ask,
“Wheredid God comefrom?’ | do not know.
God, by Hisvery nature, issupernatural and,
therefore, Hiseternal existence cannot be ex-
plained. However, science doesnot support
evolution. Infact, it disprovesthetheory. Although
aperson may refuseto believein asupernatural
being such as God, he cannot say science disproves
theexistence of God.

Theactua sizeof 20 ml of water

If each atomin 20 ml of water were the size of a pea, they
would completely cover the entire United States. to a
depth of 3.7 miles. *1

The atomis not the smallest of particles though. It is
made up of protons neutrons and electrons which are
made of even smaller sub-atomic particles.

All of this shows that even the simplest life formisa
complicated structure of trillions of well-placed particles
(not just a few as some evolutionist would have you
believe). * 1 SOURCE: Precision and Design, 1986
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Addition vs. Multiplication

Chapter: 9.11
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1984 -2002

Growth by multiplicationismuch moreeffective
than growth by addition. Consider thesetwo
savingsplans. InplanA, you add $100 to your
savingsevery day for amonth. InplanB, youputa
penny into your savingson thefirst day, doubleyour
input the second day and continueto doublethe
input for thewhole month. Which of thetwo plans
do you think would accumulate moremoney? If
you chose plan B you were correct. PlanA would
accumul ate $3,000, but plan B resultsin
$10,737,418. Withmultiplication, you can start
with something very small and quickly developinto
something very large. (A chartisat theend of the
chapter.)

The principlesof multiplication and addition apply
toworldevangelismaswell. Therearetwobasic
approaches of leading peopleto Christ. Inone
approach, al our energy isspent on evangelism and
noneon discipleship for thenew believers. The
other approach combinesevangelismand disciple-
ship. After apersonhasbeenledtothelLord, heis
discipled to maturity and trained to lead othersto
Chrig.

Addition happensin churchesthat preach the

gospel message and weekly have new converts.
Yet, oncethe people are saved, thereislittleor no
spiritua follow-up. Thisoftenresultsinstagnation
inthelifeof thenew bdliever. Althoughthenew
believer issaved, he never learnsto reproduce
himself by leading othersto Christ.

Churchesthat use multiplication techniques gener-
ally spend 20- 40% of their timeon evangdismand
therest of thetime on comprehensivediscipleship.
Asaresult, not only isthe church leading peopleto
Christ, the convertsare a so leading peopleto
Christ. Each convertlearnsto multiply himself.

When | was 16, afriend and | led about 15 people
totheLord during thesummer. | felt wewerebeing
very productive because weled so many peopleto
theLord. | wasso busy witnessing that | spent
very littletimeonfollow-up and discipleship. The
next summer | returned to find 15 backdlidden
Christians. | had left them as* babesin Christ,” and
they remained “babesin Christ.” Not only were
they making no effort to share Christ with others,
they wereactually turning peopleaway from Christ
because of their poor testimonies. This, of course,
isthe second reasonit isimportant to spend agreat
deal of timeonin-depth discipleship.

Often Christiansfedl thereisnot muchwe, as
individuas, candofor the cause of Christ. One
person, however, can make atremendousdiffer-
ence. A believer doesnot need extraordinary skills
or great financia resourcesto makeanoticeable
impact for the cause of Christ. All abeliever hasto
doisbeconsstent inusing the principlesof multipli-
cation.

Consder thispossibility. A Chrigtianleadsonly one
personto Christ each year, but spendstherest of
theyear inextensivediscipleship. By theend of the
year, both theorigina Christianand hisconvert
each|lead someoneelseto Christ, and the process
startsall over again. If thissimpleprocesscontin-
ued for 25 more yearstherewould be over 33
millionnew Chrigtians. Theoreticdly, theworld's
population of 6.3 billion people could bereachedin
lessthan 34 years.
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Obvioudly, therewill dwaysbe setbacksinthis
processdueto death, sin and laziness, but the
power of theindividual remainsimpressive. Not
only doesmulltiplication produce alarge quantity of
Christians, it producesquality Chrigtians. These
believersare strong, matureand well-versed. They
aremoreferventintheir witnessing, and their deep
spiritua maturity alowsthem to bebetter matesand
parents.

100,000 churchesusing addition cannot comeclose
tothepower of oneindividual usng multiplication.

If each church led one person to Christ aweek (52
convertsper church each year) it would still take
over 1000 yearsto reach theworld's present
population. Discipleshipisobvioudy themost
powerful tool of evangelism. Evangdigticefforts
should not focusdll their attention onwitnessing, but
rather most efforts should be on making disciplesof
new converts. (A Chartisat theend of the
chapter.)

| am not trying to oversimplify thetask of world
evangelism or to minimizethe spontaneousmoving
of theHoly Spirit. However, even Jesus, Himself,
trained Hisdisciplesin the principlesof multiplica-
tion. Methodsare asupplement, not asubstitute
for theHoly Spirit. If wewant toreachtheworld
for Christ, we must use the same principles Jesus
used. We must turn our convertsinto disciples.
We must makethem “fishersof men.”
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InplanA, you add $100 to your savingsevery day
for amonth. In plan B, you put apenny into your
savingson thefirst day, doubleyour input the
second day and continueto doubletheinput for the
wholemonth. Thefollowing chart showstheinput

Table8.10a: Two Different Savings Plan

of thetwo plans.
Day # Plan A Plan B
1 $100.00 $0.01
2 $100.00 $0.02
3 $100.00 $0.04
4 $100.00 $0.08
5 $100.00 $0.16
6 $100.00 $0.32
7 $100.00 $0.64
8 $100.00 $1.28
9 $100.00 $2.56
10 $100.00 $5.12
11 $100.00 $10.24
12 $100.00 $20.48
13 $100.00 $40.96
14 $100.00 $81.92
15 $100.00 $163.84
16 $100.00 $327.68
17 $100.00 $655.36
18 $100.00 $1,310.72
19 $100.00 $2,621.44
20 $100.00 $5,242.88
21 $100.00 $10,485.76
22 $100.00 $20,971.52
23 $100.00 $41,943.04
24 $100.00 $83,886.08
25 $100.00 $167,772.16
26 $100.00 $335,544.32
27 $100.00 $671,088.64
28 $100.00 $1,342,177.28
29 $100.00 $2,684,354.56
30 $100.00 $5,368,709.12

Plan A would accumul ate $3,000, but plan B results
in$10,737,418. With multiplication, you can start
with something very smal and quickly developinto
something very large. Thefollowing chart shows

theaccumulations of thetwo savingsplans.

Day # Plan A Plan B

1 $100.00 $0.01

2 $200.00 $0.03

3 $300.00 $0.07

4 $400.00 $0.15

5 $500.00 $0.31

6 $600.00 $0.63

7 $700.00 $1.27

8 $800.00 $2.55

9 $900.00 $5.11

10 $1,000.00 $10.23

11 $1,100.00 $20.47

12 $1,200.00 $40.95

13 $1,300.00 $81.91

14 $1,400.00 $163.83

15 $1,500.00 $327.67

16 $1,600.00 [$655.35

17 $1,700.00 $1,310.71

18 $1,800.00 $2,621.43

19 $1,900.00 $5,242.87

20 $2,000.00 [$10,485.75
21 $2,100.00 $20,971.51
22 $2,200.00 [$41,943.03
23 $2,300.00 [$83,886.07
24 $2,400.00 $167,772.15
25 $2,500.00 $335,544.31
26 $2,600.00 $671,088.63
27 $2,700.00 $1,342,177.27
28 $2,800.00 $2,684,354.55
29 $2,900.00 [$5,368,709.11
30 $3,000.00 $10,737,418.23
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Table 8.10b : Two Different
Typesof Church Growth

Thechart below showshow multiplicationismuch
more powerful than addition. To demonstrate
addition, we start out with 100,000 churchesthat
will lead one new personto Christ every week. It
will take 1,154 yearsto reach thethe current
world'spopulation (6 billion).

To demonstrate multiplication, we start out with one
Chrigtian. ThisChrigtianwill lead only oneperson
totheLord eachyear. The Christianwill theninvest
ayear bringing the new convert into spiritua
maturity. Thefollowingyear, thetwo Chrigtianswill
each lead aperson to the Lord and spend ayear
leading them into spiritual maturity. Every year, this
doubling processcontinues. Using multiplication,
the present world's popul ation can bereached in
lessthan 34 years.

Day # Addition (# of converts) Multiplication

1 5,200,000 1

2 10,400,000 2

3 15,600,000 4

4 20,800,000 8

5 26,000,000 16

6 31,200,000 32

7 36,400,000 64

8 41,600,000 128

9 46,800,000 256

10 52,000,000 512

11 57,200,000 1,024

12 62,400,000 2,048

13 67,600,000 4,096

14 72,800,000 8,192

15 78,000,000 16,384

16 83,200,000 32,768

17 88,400,000 65,536

18 93,600,000 131,072

19 98,800,000 262,144

20 104,000,000 524,288

21 109,200,000 1,048,576

22 114,400,000 2,097,152

23 119,600,000 4,194,304

24 124,800,000 8,388,608

25 130,000,000 16,777,216
26 135,200,000 33,554,432
27 140,400,000 67,108,864
28 145,600,000 134,217,728
29 150,800,000 268,435,456
30 156,000,000 536,870,912
31 161,200,000 1,073,741,824
32 166,400,000 2,147,483,648
33 171,600,000 ,294,967,296
34 176,800,000 8,589,934,592
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A Practical Example of
Sharing Your Faith

Chapter: 9.12
Copyright © Michaegl Bronson 1984 -2002

AsI| mentioned inapreviouschapter, friendship
evangdisminvolveslookingfor uniqueand effective
waysto share Christ. Atwork, | have had many
people cometo meseeking financia advice. This
came about for two reasons. First, | had re-
searched financia planningin great depth for my
own personal benefit. Whenword got around |
could answer someof their questions, severa
people cameto mefor help. Second, | madeita
point to be as helpful aspossiblein order to de-
velop new friendshipsand converseonamore
personal level.

Helping othersto planfor retirement provided me
with severa opportunitiesto planfor eternity. It
wasnot adiscussion | forced, it was something

which devel oped naturdly.

Oneday, after talking in-depth to afellow worker
about planning for retirement and eternity, | decided
towritehim aletter, re-explaining the plan of
savation. Later on, | had the opportunity to share
theletter with otherswho asked for financia help.

Therearetworeasons| amincludingtheletter in
thisbook. First, | want to demonstrate how
opportunitiesto share Christ can be devel oped
from unusual sources. Second, theletter providesa
real-life presentation of thegospdl. Itisanexample
of putting al the piecestogether.

My letter to Jay

Jay,

Recently weweretaking about |RA invesmentsand
planning for retirement. Asdiscussed, itisdifficultto
know how muchtoinvest for an uncertainfuture. If
you arewise, you will live simply now so you will
have enough money to retire early and comfortably.
However, if you diebeforeyouretire, youwon't re-
ceiveany benefit from your preparations.

During our discussion | mentioned that thereisan-
other areaof future preparation you should address.
Thisarea, dthough often neglected, ismuch morecriti-
ca than planning for your retirement. | am, of course,
talking about “ eternity” which comes after death.
Retirement may not come, but eternity will. There-
fore, you must be prepared.

Whenwewerediscussing this, | mentionedif | were
to dietonight on my way homefromwork, | know
beyond any reasonable doubt | will be going to
Heaven. Thereasonfor my certainty isnot becausel
am agood person or have done some great deeds
for mankind. Neither of theseistrue. Evenif they
weretrue, it fill would not makeany difference.
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Thereason| know I’ m going to Heavenisbecausel
have acontract which clearly spellsout thisprivi-
lege. Whenyou buy acar, you makeabinding con-
tract that showsthe car belongstoyou. If someone
wereto question your ownership, you could show
them, in black and white, the car doesbel ong to you.
Likewise, God hasmadeit possiblefor apersonto
know, with certainty, heisgoing to Heaven.

Beforel discussthiscontract, | want tolay alittle
groundwork. Asyou read the next couplequestions,
take some time to answer them. In fact, write out
your answers. First, what do you think isnecessary
for aperson to enter Heaven? Second, what do you
think aperson hasto do in order to be condemned to
Hdl?

Many peoplefed if their good deedsoutweigh their
bad deeds, God will allow theminto Heaven. The
logicfor thisisquitesmple. Sincethereareno per-
fect people, obviously God cannot demand perfec-
tion. And, sinceitisunreasonableto think God will
allow anincredibly evil personto enter Heaven, it
must beacomparison of our good and bad. Although
thissoundsreasonable, it isinaccurate.

Aswediscussed inour earlier conversation, it does
not matter what method of salvation wethink iscor-
rect. The method God has established isthe only
method. Thereare no exceptions. An example of
thiswould bealock onadoor. There may be many
peoplewho havea“key” whichlookslikeit will work,
but unlessthe key unlocksthedoor, it isworthless.
So, thequestionis, “What does God say istheway
toHeaven?’

Inthe physical world, thereare*“universal truths.”
Universd truthsarethingsthat aretruethroughout the
universe and throughout time. Thelaws of physics
areuniversal truths. They are consistent and univer-
sal. It doesn’t matter if you believein them or not,
they still exist. For example, evenif you do not be-
lieveingravity, if youwalk off acliff, youwill fall.

| haveto believethe God who created an orderly and
preciseuniverse, whichisfull of universal truths, aso
created aspiritual realmwith universal truths. God

has established Hisrequirementsand wemust follow
themif wewishto enter Heaven. Just being sincere
withyour intentionsisnot sufficient. Sincerdly believ-
ing gravity doesnot exist only meansyouwill havea
sncerely long fall whenyouwalk off ahighdliff. Just
becauseaconcept iscurrently popular doesnot make
it correct. Thehistorical debate on the shape of the
Earth (flat or round) demonstratesthe need to have
one'sbeliefsbased on facts.

| have cometo the conclusionthat the Biblecontains
God ' smethod of salvation. Infact, | believetheBible
isthefinal authority. | havenot cometothisdecision
lightly. A great dedl of research and analysishasgone
into thisconclusion. Using the samemethodsof de-
ductionsused in acourt of law, aperson can show
that theclamsof Chrigtianity aretrue. Although | will
not cover thisinformation now, we can talk about it
|ater.

| would liketo emphasizeyou should not assumeev-
erything | say iscorrect. You must check thefacts
out for yoursdlf. Each personisresponsiblefor their
own eternal destiny. | will show you conclusionsl
have cometo, but you must verify themfor yourself.

Fromthispoint on, | will refer tothe Biblewhen ex-
plaining God' smethod of sdlvation. Tohdpyouverify
thedifferent points| make, | amincluding therefer-
ences so you can look them up. | strongly recom-
mend you takethetimeto read them.

Thereason | an emphasizing theimportance of hav-
ing your beliefsbased on an authority which can be
substantiated is because if your belief isbased on
something whichisnot real, you'reintrouble. For
example, thislast decade a one, thousands of people
have been victimized by variouscon games. These
consareusualy very legitimate-looking with many
impressivedocuments. Although theseinvestments
seem sound, they are not legitimate becausethey do
not originatefrom avalid authorized source.

Just asthereareinvestment schemesthat are not au-
thentic, there are many religionswhich are not au-
thentic. Themain difference, of course, isthat the
members of acon team aretrying to deceive you,
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whereasthemembersof ardligionarenot. Although
many of thesereligionshave atremendous positive
impact on society, they are not authenticif they do
not originatefrom avalid authoritative source (God).
In other words, if man developed thereligion over
time, itsmethod of salvationisineffective.

When | amtalking about true“religion,” I annot re-
ferringto aspecific church or denomination. There
areno“religions’ or “denominations’ inHeaven. The
only people who will go to Heaven are those who
follow theinstructions God haslaid out. Thisisthe
reasonitissoimportant to know what God saysabout
thissubject.

Sincel believethe Bibleisour final authority, we
should seewhat it saysabout Heaven and Hell. What
doesit say? It sayssiniswhat separates us from
God andissending usto Hell. Although nooneis
perfect, aperson must be perfect and sinlessto enter
Heaven (Matthew 5:48). Evenif you have sinned
only once, you are asguilty asif you were agreat
sinner (James2:10). Thepenalty for sinisspiritual
death and damnation (Romans 6:23) and since ev-
eryonehassinned, thisappliesto everyone (Romans
3:23, Ecclesiastes 7:20). Following areversesthat
say our good works are not worth much: Psalms
53:3, Isaiah 64:6, Psams 39:5, Romans 3:20, Titus
3.5, Ephesans2:8,9, Romans4:5 and Gdatians 2:16.

Trying hardtoliveagood cleanlifewill not solvethe
problem. For example, let’ssay you got into afender
bender becauseyou werecarelessdriving your dad's
new car. Asaresult, you becamedetermined to never
get into an accident again. Evenif you successfully
avoided accidentsfor therest of your life, did that
repair your dad’scar? No. Likewise, vowingtolive
asnlesslifewill not correct thesinsyou havedready
committed.

Here'sanother example. Let’ssay you areadoctor
who specializesin brain surgery. Oneday asewer
pipeinyour basement breaksand starts spraying all
over someimportant documentsyou havestoredthere.
In your attempt to save the documents, you are
drenched with sewage. Whileyou are moving the
boxes, the phonerings. A girl had been severely in-

jured in a car accident and you are needed at the
hospital immediately to operateon her.

Without even washing up, you rush to the hospital
and into the operating room. Even though you are
redlly needed in the operating room, do you think you
will bedlowedintothat clean and sterileroomwhile
you arestill drenched with sewage? No. Likewise,
an unclean person cannot enter God's clean and per-
fect home. Although God wantsyou to bewith Him
inHeaven, Hecannot dlow youto enter inyour sinful
state.

Many people say doing good worksand hel ping oth-
erswill makeupfor past sins. Thisisnot true. Inter-
estingly, though, most religions incorporate good
worksoneway or another. Most religionsrecognize
thereisagreat gulf separating usfrom God. They
each havevariousmethodsto reach God. Theprob-
lemisweareincapable of moving closer to God. If
thegulf isto beeliminated, God must reach downto
us.

Inredlity, religionsfall into one of two groups. The
first groupisman reaching up to God and the second
group isGod reaching down to man. Inmy opinion,
any religionthat isbased on mantryingto bridgethe
gap between God and himsealf isdoomed tofailure.

What, then, will keep aperson from going to Hell?
Thereisnothing wecan doto makeup for our wrongs!
Redlizingthisisthefirs sepinresolving thisproblem.
Once you realize you cannot resolve the problem
yourself, you must ook for help esewhere. Toillus-
tratethis, let’'sconsider aperson with abrain tumor
who hasbeentrying to curehisproblemwith aspirin.
Aslong ashefeelsaspirin can cure hisproblem, he
will not seek out any other help. Hemust cometothe
redlizationthat hisremedy isineffectivebeforehewill
seek outsideintervention.

What isthis“outside” solution? First, we haveto
realize God cannot smply ignoresin. Eventhelaws
of physicsdemonstratethis. Everything intheuni-
verse hasacause and effect relationship. Every ac-
tion has an equal and oppositereaction. The con-
cept of accountability isthe heart of theuniverse. It
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isdeeply woven throughout every law of physics.

The God who created both the physical realm and
spiritual realm hasinstituted accountability in both
realms. Whenweviolateaspiritua law, Godisobli-
gated torespond. Hisholy and righteousnature pro-
hibitsHimfromignoringit. Infact, if Hedidignoreit,
Hewould beviolatingHisown laws.

God lovesand caresfor you greatly. Although we
severed our relationship with Him, He still wantsto
bring about reconciliation. In order for Himto do
this, He hasto completely punish every wrong do-
ing. If wewereto be punishedfor our sins, wewould
haveto bepunishedinHell for eternity. Theonly one
whoiscapable of recelving thisintense punishment
and survivingisGod Himsdlf.

Thisisthereason Jesus cameto Earth and died on
thecross. Hecameto be punishedin our place. Al-
though Jesus endured severe physical suffering, the
spiritual punishment Hetook for uswasthe spiritual
damnation Hewas subjected to whileon thecross (1
Peter 3:18, Hebrews 2:9 and Isaiah 53:5). God the
Father looked at Jesus asthough Jesus had actually
committed each of our sins. Hewasthen punished
for each of them. The sky darkened and Jesuscried
out, “My God, my God, why haveyou forsaken me?’
At that moment, God the Father had to turn Hisback
on Hisown Son because of our sin.

Asl mentioned earlier, thefirst stepisto recognize
wearetotally incapable of correcting our sin prob-
lem. Thesecond stepisto understand how God was
punished on our behalf. Thethird stepisto person-
ally accept thisforgiveness. Thismeansyou must
be honest with God and tell him how you fedl. Tell
Himyouaresorry for your sins. Ask Himtoforgive
you; to provide you the forgiveness which is now
possi ble because of what Jesus hasdonefor you on
thecross(John 1:12 and 1 John 1:9).

That'sit! If you were honest with God, your sins
havebeenforgiven. You arenow part of Hisfamily.
You have been pardonedfor dl your sins, past, present
andfuture. | wouldliketo point out that if you do not
personally accept Hispardon, itisasif it does not

exist. John 3:36 and Revelations 20: 15 saysif aper-
son has Jesus, hehaseternd life. If hedoesnot have
Jesus, thewrath of Godison him already.

Atthebeginning of thisletter | said | wascertainl’'m
going to Heaven because of a*“ contract.” Thiscon-
tract isthe promisesclearly spelled outinthe Bible.
SincetheBibleisof God and itscontents hasauthor-
ity, | can point to theselocationsinthe Bibleand say,
“Because of thesewritten promises, | know my sins
havebeenforgiven.”
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A casefor Christianity

Chapter: 10.01
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1984 -2002

With over 6,000 different religionsintheworld,
how does one choosethecorrect religion? Is
choosing the correct religion arandom chance, such
asfinding aneedlein ahaystack, or istherea
logical deductiveway to find the correct method of
salvation? Considering the eternal consequence, it
isimportant to be sure of the decision you make. It
only standsto reason God would provide away for
usto know what isthe correct method of salvation.
How, therefore, do wefind thishidden truth? What
method of investigation should we pursue?

Therearesevera ground rulesyou shouldfollow.
For example, never assumeyouwereraisedinthe
correct religion. Thereisno guaranteeyour
parents religioniscorrect. You must makethe
choicefor yourself. Next, asmuchaspossible,
verify everything you arebeing taught. Never
assume something isaccurate s mply becausea
personin*“authority” hassaidit. Afew yearsago
theTV show, “Dinosaurs,” wasmaking fun of how
peopleusetheir credentialsasverificationthey are
tellingthetruth. Inoneepisodeascientist fromthe
We Say So Company was making a presentation
andsad,“...andwhat I’m saying istrue becausel
amwearing awhitelab coat.” Just becausea

personiscalled an“expert” doesnot mean heis
correct. Theredtill are scientistsand doctorswho
say thereisno link between smoking and cancer.

TheBereanswerecommendedinActs17:11 for
examining thescripturesdaily to seeif what Paul
said wastrue. | cannot over emphasize theimpor-
tance of verifyingtheclamsof others. Eventhe
information provided in thisbook should not be
taken at facevalue. Check it out for yourself.

Whenevduating areligion, themostimportant item
tolook at ishow doesthisreligion deal withsinand
itsconsequences. Sincesiniswhat’sseparating us
from God and will send usto hell, theway areligion
dedswithsinisextremey important.

What isGod like? How canwelearn about
someonewe can't see? Although Godisan
invisblespiritua being, thereistill muchwecan
learn about Him. Basicaly, we canuseindirect
anaysisto eva uate thingswe cannot see. For
example, looking at somefootprintsinthe snow can
tell you alot about the creaturewho | eft them.
Likewise, we canlearn about God by looking at
Hiscreation. His"footprints’ supply usagreat dedl
of information.

Aswelook at naturewe see an organized and well
thought-out system. We see cause and effect. We
seean environment where every action producesa
reaction and consequences. Thereisan account-
ability systemin nature, and everything hasto add
up. Thecauseand effect principleiswoven so
deeply into every aspect of nature, nothing gets
ignored. Evenour socid culturesreflect this. No
matter what society you look at, thereisawaysa
judgment systemfor “inappropriate’ behavior.

Thereshould be many smilaritiesbetweenthe
physical world and thespiritual world. Therefore,
wemust conclude God will hold usaccountablefor
our actions. Moreimportant, if God'sspiritua
worldiscons stent with Hisphysical world, God
cannotignoresin. When He servesasjudge, He
must fully meet all therequirementsof Hislaws. If
Hefailsto do this, Hewould become atrespasser
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With over 6,000 different religions, how do you know which oneis correct?

of Hisown laws.

Asl| mentioned earlier, thefirst thing you should
look atinareigionishow it correctsthe sin prob-
lem. Unfortunately, very few religionsoffer any
reasonable sol ution for the consequencesof sin.
What most religionsoffer are superficia remedies
that ook “religious’ but areof littlevalue. There
aremany other issuesyou should consider when
evaluating areligion. However, sincethisisamajor
study initsalf, wewill not gointothem.

| have cometo the conclusion “true Chrigtianity” is
God' smethod of salvation for mankind. | usethe
term “true Chrigtianity” becausetherearemany
groupswhich call themsdves* Chrigtians’ but deny
the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesusasthe

solemethod of salvation. Many people (and
religions) say athough Jesuswasagood manand a
great teacher, Hewasnot God. They say His
teaching should be viewed with the same authority
asall theother great men.

Simplelogicdictates Jesuscould not be* just
another good man.” Either JesusisLord God
Almighty, aliar or alunatic. Onmany occasions
Jesusclaimed to be God. If Jesuswas not God,
Hewaseither lying about it or Hewas so deranged
Heactualy believed Hewas God. Either way this
would make him abad person and Histeaching
invaid.

Without goinginto great detail, | would liketo point
out acoupleof factsthat convinced me Jesusisthe
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only method of salvation. True Christianity hinges
completely onthedeath, burial and resurrection of
Jesus. If you can prove Jesusdid not risefromthe
dead, theclamsof Christianity collapse.

Although theresurrection took place 2,000 years
ago, itisdtill possibleto prove, beyond areason-
abledoubt, Jesusrosefrom thedead. Josh
McDowell doesan excellent job demonstrating this
in hisbook Evidencethat Demands a \Verdict.

Higtorically, thereisno way aperson could reason-
ably deny the existence of the personwecall Jesus
Christ. Thereistoo much secular evidence sup-
porting Hisexistence. Nor can aperson reasonably
deny Jesus death onthecross. Finally, aperson
could not reasonably deny that Jesus tombwas
empty onthethird day. Thequestionthatisupfor
discussonishowit becameempty. Either Jesus
rosefrom the dead or something el se happened to
the bodly.

Onmany occasions Jesussaid that hewould be
killed and then would risefrom the dead on the
third day. Hispredictionwassowell known, the
Pharisees, after Jesuswaskilled, went to Pilate
about their concerns. They told Pilatethey were
afraid thediscipleswould steal thebody and then
clam Jesusrosefromthedead. Asaresult the
tomb was sedled and Roman soldierswere as-
signed to guard thetomb.

Despitedl these precautions, the stonewasrolled
away and thetomb wasempty. What arethe
reasonableand plausible explanationsfor theempty
tomb? Two of the most common explanationsare:
Thedisciples sneaked by the soldiersand stolethe
body or the disciplesoverpowered the soldiersand
stolethe bodly.

JoshMcDowell goesinto great detail on how the
Roman Empireruledwithanironfist. They had
severe pendtiesfor soldierswhofell adeegp or failed
to performtheir duties. The penalty wasoften
death. Therewasa so aseverepenalty for break-
ing aRoman seal. Josh pointsout the Roman
soldierswere sowell-trained and disciplined, the

American military hasincorporated much of the
Romantrainingintotheir owntraining.

Evenif dl theRoman soldiersfell adeep, thus
allowing thedisciplesto stedl thebody, thedisciples
would have committed amgjor crimeby breaking
theRomansed. Nowhereinany ancient writingsis
thereany mention of thedisciplesbeing hunted
down or arrested for breaking theseal. Infact, the
discipleswaked freely in public after theresurrec-
tion.

Reviewing thewritingsthat werewritten during the
timeof anincident isextremey important in vaidat-
ingaclaim. For example, let’'ssay someoneisnow
clamingagunmanin atheater did not shoot
Abraham Lincoln, but rather anarrow killed him
whilehewasplaying golf. Whilethisclaim sounds
ridiculous, how canyou proveitto befase? You
weren't therewhen it happened and none of the
eyewitnessesaredtill dive.

Basically, youwill look at the books, newspapers
and | etterswritten during that time period. If there
isno referenceto Lincoln being killed by anarrow
at agolf course, you can reasonably concludethis
was not the cause of hisdeath. Thissame ap-
proach isused to determine what happened 2,000
yearsago. Sincethereareno recordsof the
disciplesbeing hunted down for breaking the sed,
we haveto concludethey did not break the seal.

The second explanation for theempty tombisthe
disciplesoverpowered the soldiersand stolethe
body. Thisisevenlesslikely thanthefirst explana
tion. Thepossbility thedisciplescould overpower
thesetrained soldiersisremote. Evenif they did,
they would have been wanted for attacking Roman
soldiersand breakingaRoman seal. Onceagain,
thereisno evidenceindicating they werewanted or
arrested for such crimes. Sincethereareno other
plausible explanationsfor theempty tomb, | haveto
concludethat the predicted death and resurrection
of Jesustook place.

Thereisanother reason | have concluded the death
and resurrection of Jesusis God's method of
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salvation. Infact, | find thisnext reason even more
convincing thantheempty tomb. | amreferringto
thereason thedisciplesdied amartyr’sdeath. All
but one of the 11 disciplesdied amartyr’sdeath
and theonewho wasn't martyred lived adifficult
lifeanddiedinexile. Youmay say, “What isso
specia about that? Many people havedied and
sufferedfor various causes. Thousandsof people
havediedfor religionsother than Christianity. In
fact, thousands of people havediedfor causes
which havelater been provento befase.”

Whileitistruemany peoplehavelived sacrificidly
and died for fal se causes, itisimportant to notethey
thought they weretrue. Seldom, if ever, will
someonelivesacrificidly and dieamartyr’ sdegth
for acausethat heknowsto befalse. For what
reasondidthediscipleslivesacrificidly and diea
martyr’sdeath? Themainthemeof all of their
messagesisthey saw Jesus after Hewasresur-
rected fromthegrave. Thereasonthey livedlives
they knew would most likely lead to sufferingand a
painful death wastheir desiretotell othersthey saw
therisen Chrigt.

During thefirst century, therewasnothing to gain by
being aChristian leader. Therewasnowealthor
statusaswe havein some Christian circlestoday.
Being aChristianleader only meant lossand
suffering. Either thedisciplesactudly talked and
walked with Jesusafter theresurrection, or they
werelying. | findit highly unlikely dl of thedisciples
lived thiskind of alifebased onalie. Therefore, |
haveto concludetheir claimsof theresurrectionare
true, validating Jesus asthe Christ, the method of
our salvation.
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A Walk of theWild Side

Chapter: 10.02
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1984 -2002

The State Trooper walked into theroom and
approached ayoung man sitting on abench. “Joel
Bryan,” the Trooper asked. Looking up, Jodl
acknowledged hisidentity. TheTrooper said,
“Stand up, I’'m placing you under arrest.” Inone
quick motion, Jodl was pulled up and handcuffed.
Stunned asto what just happened, Joel was hauled
off tojall.

Joel worked for afireinspection company and was
contracted to inspect thefiresystemsinaprison. A
routine LEIN check wasdoneonhimto seeif there
wereany “wantsor warrants’ for him. Unfortu-
nately, Joel had some outstanding ticketsand since
he skipped acourt appearance, astatewide bench
warrant wasissued against him.

Joel knew he had some outstanding ticketsand
knew he had missed hiscourt appearance. When
hewasfilling out the clearanceform (to enter the
prison), hewastold if he had any outstanding
warrants, the policewould come over to arrest him.
Hefigured, however, that histraffic violationswere
not real crimesso they wouldn’t causehimany
problems. Hisrationaewent something likethis,
“Compared to the other offenders, my offensesare
quitemild. Sincemy infractionsaresoinggnificant,
they will probably fal throughthecracks. Evenif
they don't, the consequences shouldn’t be severe.”

Obvioudy, hemigudged thesituation. Unfortu-
nately, many people makethe sametypeof miscal-
culationwhenit comesto salvation. They assume
that when their sinsare compared to the sinsof
others, their snswill paleincomparison. There-
fore, God will probably ignoreor glossover their
sins. I’'msorry to say that therewill bemany
surprised people, who will find out God viewsdll
gnsserioudy. Unfortunately, they will probably find
out toolate.

Most peopleredlizethey have sinned, but do not
consder themselvesa“bad” person. They consider
themselvesa“good” personin comparison to most
other people. They assumethat sincethey area
good person God will allow theminto Heaven.
Thisishow thelogicgoes. Sinceeveryonehas
sinned, asinful person can still makeit to Heaven.
Hell, of course, must befor thereally bad people.
o, thedividing point of makingit to Heaven must
be somewhere between being areal good person
and areal bad person. Therefore, sincel am
probably better than 80% of thosearound me, |
must be one of the peoplegoing to Heaven.”

Theonly problemwiththislogicisthe Biblesays
that onesinisenough to keep aperson fromgoing
to Heaven. Everyonewho hassinned must goto
Hell. All sinsare seriousand have serious conse-
guences. It doesnot matter if youtoldalieor
murdered someone. It doesn’'t matter if you've
committed onesin or committedamillion. God's
judgment of uswill not be based on how we
compareto other people, rather, it will bebased on
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how we compareto Hisstandard. | havegiventhe
followingillustration € sewhereinthisbook, butit's

worth repesting.

A six-foot tal manismuchtaler than afour-foot tall
man. Thedifferenceisquitecbvious. Yet, when
you comparethesetwo men nexttoa60’ foot light
post, themenlook quitesmilarinheight. Likewise,
whenyou comparea®good” person next to Hitler,
we can seeamgjor difference. However, when
you compare them against God'shigh standard, the
difference between Hitler and the* good” person
shrinkstremendoudly. Therefore, if you have
committed onesin, you aredestined to Hell. The
only way aperson can enter Heavenisby receiving
the atonement offered by Jesus.
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Delusions of Grandeur

Chapter: 10.03
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1984 -2002

“That wasafantasticmovie,” Samsaidto Tim. “I
loved theway wetaught thoseaiensalesson.” The
two of them had just seen the hit movie Indepen-
dence-Day; amoviewhereaiensareattempting to
conquer Earth. Near theend of themoviethe
military had lost most of their pilotsand were
looking for anyonewho had any typeof flying
experiencetofly theF16jet fighters. Asaresullt,
many peoplevolunteered, including adrunken
crop-duster.

Sinceboth Sam and Tim had flownsmall single
engineairplanes, they found thisconcept intriguing.
“I'think | coulddoit,” Samsaid. “I believel am
skilled enoughto fly an F-16 fighter. | may not be
abletokick ET’srear-end onthefirst day, but |
would be ableto handlean F-16 okay.” Tim, on
the other hand, hasno delusionsof grandeur. He
becameaquadriplegiclast year inacar accident
and isrealistic about what heiscapable of doing.
Inredity, neither of them havetheskillsand abilities
tofly anF-16. Yet, inthisstuation, thetruthisonly
obviousto one person.

Likewise, aperson’sdesperate spiritua needsmay
not be as obviousto someonewho haslived agood
and morad life. Theperson’sgood lifemay givehim
thedelusion that heisgood enough to meet God's
standard. Hisgood lifemay stop himfromrealizing
heisincapable of working hisway to Heaven.

A personwhoislivingin deep sin, onthe other
hand, clearly understandsheisunfit for Heaven.
Hehasno delusionsof hisability to please God or
towork hisway to Heaven. Both peopleare
incgpableof fulfilling God'sholy requirement to
enter Heaven, but only onerealizesit. Both people
aredestined to Hell, but onepersonisblinded to
thefact.
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Good I ntentions

Chapter: 10.04
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1984 -2002

“We have another darm,” the copilot saidtothe
pilot. “What'sgoing on here? It lookslikewe' re
running out of fuel. Ohno! We vejustlost an
engine.” Withinashort period of timethis*“ultra
new” 757 losesal of itsengines. Desperately, the
pilotstry to control thecrippled plane. Theconfu-
sion of what hashappened to their enginesis
overshadowed by thefear of what to do next. The
planesowly losesaltitude and speed. Itisjusta
matter of timebeforeit crashes.

Thepilotsare now looking at the mapsto seeif
thereisaplaceto crash theplanewithout killing
peopleontheground. Fortunately, somebody
remembersthereisan old abandoned drag-racing
strip nearby and hopeisrenewed. Despitethefact
that peopleare having apicnic ontheold strip, the
planeisableto land without any casualties.

Aninvestigation of thisincident revedledasmple,
but near fatal mistake. Beforethe planetook off on
itsvoyage, it wasdiscovered that thejet’sfuel
gaugewas not working. Althoughyouwould think
it would be standard practiceto alwaystry to keep
thefuel tanksfull, most airlinesdon’ t because of the
added cost. It dependsontheaircraft, but each

additiona pound of weight will burn around $5,000
to $10,000 worth of fuel ayear. Asaresult, it
would bevery costly for each planeto carry a
couplethousand poundsof unneeded fuel. There-
fore, only thefuel that isneeded (plusareasonable
margin of error) ispumped into the plane.

Sincethe gas gauge was not working, thegascrew
used the* drip method” (dip stick) to determine
how much fuel wasalready inthe plane. After
taking the measurements, the gascrew calculated
how much morefuel wasneeded.

Unfortunately, the gas crew assumed that the
measurementson the dipstick werelike most other
planes, showing gallonsand not liters. However,
thisjet was one of ten planesthe Canadianswere
using to test the upcoming metric system (mid
1980s). Asaresult, their cal culationswerewrong
and not enough fuel wasput inthejet.

Good intentionsappliedincorrectly can still create
undesirableresults. Likewise, goodintentionswill
not get apersoninto Heaven. Most of ushave
heard something similar to, “1 may not be perfect,
but I’m sure God will let meinto Heaven because|
havegood intentions.” Will God let someoneinto
Heaven because of good intentions? Will God's
requirement for perfection be satisfied smply
because apersontrieshard? No, good intentions
will not get apersoninto Heaven. Only theatone-
ment offered by Jesuswill get apersoninto
Heaven. For moreinformation, look at my chapter
What about the Seeking and Sincere. This
chapter showswhy sincerity will not get aperson
into Heaven.
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Making up for Past Wrongs

Chapter: 10.05
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1984 -2002

Buck, amember of aviolent motorcyclegang, was
very vocal ontheimportance of racid purity andthe
supremacy of theAryanrace. Hegavemy frienda
passionate speech ontheinferiority of certainraces
andtheevilsof interracial marriage. Duringthe
conversation, my friend asked Buck about hisracia
heritage. Tothesurpriseof my friend, thisbiker
washaf American Indian.

Baffled, my friend said, “ Doesn't that contradict
everything you havebeentellingme?’ Thebiker
said, “Well, not really. Sincel married apure
Aryan, my children areonly onefourth Indian. My
children’schildrenand their childrenwill al marry

pureAryans. Eventudly, theracia purity will be
restored.”

Intheunlikely event that all of hisfuture descen-
dantswill breed with only pureAryans, Buck il
hastwo problems. First, heistill only haf Aryan.
Second, evenif hisdescendantsmarry only pure
Aryansfor 100 generations, hisdescendantswill
still have non-Aryan bloodinthem. You cannot
eliminatethe supposed “inferior” blood by refusing
tointroducemore*“inferior” blood. Future perfec-
tionsdo not make up for past imperfections.

Likewise, you cannot eliminateyour past Sinsby not
snninginthefuture. If you havesinned at least
once, youwill alwaysbeasinner. Evenif youwere
abletolivean additiona millionyearsand did not
snduringthistime, youarestill asinner. Perfect
livinginyour futurewill not correct theimperfec-
tionsof your past.

| have used thisgrapejuiceillustrationin another
chapter, butitisworth repeating. Let’ssay you
weredrinking somegrapejuiceand spilleditall
over your whiteshirt. Inyour anger over your
carelessness, you vow never to spill anything again.
Evenif you aresuccessful and never spill anything
again, you till havethe grapejuicestain onyour
shirt. Anabsenceof future spillsdoesnot eliminate
past pills.

Theonly way you can diminatethe stain onyour
shirtisby putting the shirt in thewasher and wash-
ingitwithaspecia cleanersthat getsout grape
juicestains. Likewise, theonly way you can
eliminateyour past Sinsisto accept the amnesty that
Jesusisoffering. Only Jesuscan eliminatethe
imperfectionsinyour life. Vowingtoliveasinless
lifewill not takeaway your sins. Only Jesuscan
make you spotlessbefore God Almighty.
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Misguided Commitment

Chapter: 10.06
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1984 -2002

Jerold’ skneesbuckled asheishit squarely onthe
face. Pulling himsdlf up off theground, Jerold faces
hisattackers. Again, heisstruck with brutal
punches. He collapsesto theground asblood
poursfrom hisnoseand mouth. Crawlingtoward
hisattackers, heiskicked until hedriftsinto uncon-
SCiousness.

Minutes|ater, Jerold isawakened with some
smdlling sauce. After being helped off thefloor, he
sticksout hishand and thanks hisattackers. Jerold
hasjust beeninitiated intoagang. Theinitiationfor
thisparticular gangisto allow othersto beat you
whileyou put up no defense. Afterwards, you must
thank thosewho havejust beaten you.

Why would aperson go through something like
this? Therearemany reasonswhy apersonjoinsa
gang, but it usually has something to dowith alack
of love and acceptance at home. Jerold said he
joined the gang because he wanted to be part of a
“family.”

Aswith most gangs, Jerold had to vow total
unconditiona loyalty tothegang. Hecan never
leavethe gang and he hasto defend it with hislife.

Theironic thing about thiscommitment isif hehad
lived only two blocksaway, hewould havejoined a
gang that istheenemy of the gang hejust joined.
Hewould have made vowsto destroy the gang he
had just joined.

Loyalty isoftenaresult of circumstances, not a
commitment to principles. Think about theloyaty
of adog; heisloyal to whoever happensto behis
master. If apolicemanwere hismaster, hewould
beloyal to the policeman and would probably
gpend hislifehe ping the policeman hunt down
criminals. If acrimina werehismaster, thesame
dog would beloyal tothecriminal andwould
probably be used to help defend criminal activities.

Thereasonwe havethiscontradictionisbecause
thistype of commitment isusualy based onblind
loyalty. Jerold did not join the gang because he has
strong convictionsabout their by-lawsor hefelt the
peoplewho lived two blocksdown wereinher-
ently evil. Rather, hejoined the gang becausethey
trested himlike*family.”

Thereisnothing wrongwith being passionately
devoted to something, but itisimportant to carefully
evaluatethe object of your devotion. A casein
point isthe devotion some people havefor their
Macintosh computer. Therearevery few products
that have devel oped such apassionatefollowing.
These peopleare passionately devoted and com-
mitted toApple Corporation. | believeif commu-
nism had such adevoted following, theworld would
now becommunist.

Recently, aperson wanted to buy acomputer for
her new Pfaff sewing machine so sheposted a
guestion ontheInternet. Sheasked which com-
puter would be better for her situation: aMac or a
PC. | wassurprised by theintensity of theinitial
responses. Thevery first emailswereMac users
who said that the Mac wasthe only choicefor an
“intelligent person.” Instead of clearly detailingthe
advantages of the Mac, they bitterly condemned the
“IBM World.” Thelettersdid not contain acom-
parison of Mac'sfeaturesversus|BM’sfeatures, it
was s mply an usagainst themargument.
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Withinaday there had been several dozen posting.
About 80% of the postingswerefrom Mac users.
Therewas such passion and anger inthese postings.
Infact, theangrier some of the people became, the
more spelling and grammatical errorsthey made.
These postingsbecame so rudethat thesite's
administrator had to takethem off the site.

| redlizetherudeand uncivilized behavior of these
Mac usersisnot afair representation of all Mac
users. (ThelBM world aso hasit shareof rude
and obnoxiouspeople.) | dofed, however, the
passion and devotion they have showntotheMac
istypical of most Mac users. | would hateto be
walking downadark aley withan IBM laptop and
run acrosssomeMac users. (Just kidding.)

| would liketo point out thereisnothing wrong with
passion and devotion. Thereisnothingwrong with
having astrong appreciation of quality equipment.
Theappreciation, however, should befor the quaity
and craftsmanship and not the actual brand name of
themachine. | havetobdievethat if thequality of
theMac wereto diminish grestly, theMac users
would probably still be aspassionately devoted to
theMac asthey were before.

| bring thisissue up because many peopleare
devoted totheir religion (or denomination) withthe
sameblindloyalty. Their loyaty totheir religionis
not based on acareful systematic study of their
reigion’splan of salvation. Rather, itisusualy
based on something more superficial.

Some peopleareinther religion becausetheir
parentswereinthat religion. Othersareintheir
religion becausethe peoplearefriendly and make
themfed at home. Others, yet, areintheir religion
becauise when they were going through their darkest
hour, apersonfromthisreligion cametotheir aid.
Many peoplehavesaid, “| don’tthink it really
mattersthat much what religionyou areinaslong as
you believeinaGod and sincerdly try to do your

Itiseasy for usto seethedangersof blind loyalty to
agang. Itismoredifficult, however, for usto see

thedanger of blind loyalty to our religion. Yet, what
ismoreimportant? Shouldn’t our choiceof religion
be based on acareful study? | chalengeyouto
takeacloselook at what you believe and ask
yourself why doyou believeit.
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Grace: Unmerited Favor

Chapter: 10.07
Copyright © Michael Bronson 2000 - 2002

Theboy standsdefiantly with hishead cocked back
and handsclenched. “Go ahead. Giveittome: |
cantakeit.”

Theprincipa looksdown at theyoung rebel. “How
many times haveyou been here?’

Thechild sneersrebellioudy, “ Apparently, not
enough.”

Theprincipd givestheboy astrangelook and says,
“You have been punished each time, haveyou not?’

“Yeah, I’ ve been punished; if that’ swhat you want
tocall it.” Hethrowsout hissmall chest and says,
“Go ahead, | cantakewhatever you can dish out; |

dwayshave.”

Carefully studying theboy’sface, the principa says,
“ Arethereany thoughtsof punishment whenyou
bresk theserules?’

“Nope; | dowhatever | want. Ain't nothing you
people gonnado to stop meneither.”

Theprincipal looksover at theteacher whoissitting
nearby and asks, “What did hedo thistime?’

“Fighting. Hetook little Tommy and shoved his
faceintothesandbox.”

Theprincipal turnsto look at the boy and asks,
“Why? What did little Tommy dotoyou?’

“Nothin’, I didn’tliketheway hewaslookinat me;
just likel don't liketheway you' relookinat me
now! Infact, if I thought | coulddoit, I’d shove
your faceinto something.”

Theteacher stiffensand startstorise, but aquick
look fromtheprincipal stopshim. He contemplates
thechild for amoment and then quietly says,
“Today, my young student, istheday youwill learn
about grace.”

“Grace? Isn't that what you old people do before
you eat ameal? | don’t need any of your stinkin’
grace.”

“Oh, but youdo,” saystheprincipa. After sudying
theboy’sface hewhispers, “ Ohyes, you truly do
need grace.” Theboy glared asthe principal
continued. “Grace, initsshort definition, isunmer-
itedfavor. You can't earn grace, my child. Graceis
agiftandit’'sawaysfredly given. Gracemeansyou
will not begetting what you sorichly deserve.”

Theboy lookspuzzled. *You renot gonnawhup
me? Youjust gonnalet mewak?’

The principa looksdown at theunyielding childand
says, “Yes, | angoingtolet youwalk.”
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Theboy studiestheface of the principa and says,
“No punishment at al? You' renot going to punish
me even though | socked Tommy and shoved his
faceinto the sandbox?’

“Oh, there hasto be punishment. What you did
waswrong and therewill aways be consequences
for our actions. Therewill bepunishment. Graceis
not an excusefor doingwrong.”

“I knew it,” sneerstheboy. Holding out hishands
hesays, “Let’'sget onwithit.”

The principa nodstoward the teacher and says,
“Bringmethebdt.” Theteacher presentsthebelt
totheprincipal. Hecarefully foldsitintwo and
handsit back to theteacher. Helooksat the child
and says, “1 want you to count theblows.” The
principal didesout from behind hisdesk and walks
over tothechild.

Thechild standsdefiantly with hishands out-
stretched. Theprincipa gently movesthechild's
expectant handsdown to hissides. Turningtothe
teacher, theprincipal stretchesout hisown hands
andquietly says, “Begin.”

Thebelt dapsagainst the principal’ soutstretched
hands. Crack! Theyoung boy jumps. Shock
registersacrosshisface, “One’ hewhispers.

Crack! “Two.” Hisvoiceraisesan octave.

Crack! “Three” Heisunableto believethis.
Crack! “Four.” Bigtearswell upintheeyesof the
young rebel. “Okay, stop! That’senough. Stop!”
Crack! Thebelt continuesto comedown onthe
principa’sswollenhands. Crack! Thechild
flincheswith each blow. Tearsstart streaming down
thechild’'sface. Crack! Crack! “No, please,” the
former rebel begs. “ Stop. I'mtheonewhodidit.
I’ m the onewho deservesthe punishment. Stop!
Please stop,” theboy sobs. Still the blowscome.
Crack! Crack!

Findlyitisover. Theprincipd, with swest glisten-
ing across hisforehead, turnsto theformer rebel
and kneelsdown. Carefully cradlingthechild'sface
with hisswollen hands, the principal softly says,

“This, my boy, isgrace.”

Thisstory isan excellent example of God'sgrace
(unmerited favor). Just asthe boy received the
opposite of what he deserved, wetoo canreceive
the opposite of what we deserve.

Although some peoplefed that an Almighty God
can“forgiveandforget” our sins, Hecan't. His
holy and righteous nature demands He properly
deal withour sins. Every transgression hasto be
punished. Thereareawaysconsequencesfor our
actions,

Fortunately for us, God stepped forward and was
punished in our place. Heborethe stripeswe
deserved. Hewasbruised and pierced in our
place. God'sgrace (unmerited favor) meanswe
did not get what we so richly deserved.
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|sJesus God?
(Under standingtheTrinity)

A ¢

Chapter: 10.08a
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1984 -2002

“You better get out of there,” Walter Covich’'s
father pleaded. “ Theterritory will soon beunder
communist control. If youdon'tleave, you'll never
beableto get out. You know what the communists
havedoneto Christiansinthepast.”

Althoughitisunknown to most Americans, Russia
and the United Statesview the Alaskan purchase
quitedifferently. AccordingtoAmericanhistory, the
United States purchased Alaskafrom Russiain
1867 for $7,200,000. According to Russian
history books, Russiaonly leased Alaskato the
United Statesfor 100 years. Just asAmerican
schoolsteach Alaskawas purchased, Russian
schoolsteachit wasonly leased.

Walter, and hiswife, Eldy, weremissionariesin
Alaskaand the“lease” wasabout to expire.
Walter’sfather, animmigrant from Russia, just
assumed it was common knowledgeto Americans
that Alaskawas|eased and would be under Russian
control in 1967. Therewasnothing Walter could
doto convince hisfather that Alaskabelonged to
the United States.

What isthe source of thismisunderstanding? |

don'tthink anyonereally knows. | haveafedling,
however, thediscovery of gold and oil madethis
“frozen wasteland” much moredesirableto Russa
Shortly beforethe purchase, Russahad ended the
Crimean War and the need for cash was probably
themotivationfor “selling” Alaska. Conveniently,
Russiasaysitlost the documentsthat proveAlaska
wasonly leased. For thoseinterested, the Treasury
warrant (#9759) for the $7,200,000 purchase can
befoundintheNational Archives.
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Thereason | bring up thisinteresting piece of
history isto show how easy itisto takefor granted
thingsothersvehemently oppose. Onesuchissueis
thedeity of Jesus. Most Christiansbelievethe
Bibleclearly statesJesusisGod. Thereare,
however, severd “ Chrigtian” groupsthat are
absolutely opposed to theideaof Jesusbeing God.

Chancesare, if you ever runinto one of these
people, youwould haveadifficult timeproving
(frommemory) JesusisGod. Thisisbecauseyou
probably never felt it wasnecessary to memorize
supporting documentation for something so obvi-
ous. Just becauseit isobviousto you doesnot
necessarily meanitisobviousto someoneelse.

| have written thischapter to help you gain abetter
understanding of thissubject. | havedivided the
reference section (at theend of thischapter) into
two parts. Thefirst partisaquick overview of the
placesin the Biblethat shows Jesusis God and
how Heispart of thetrinity. You should become
very familiar with thispart. Thesecond partismore
of anin-depthreference. Refer tothispart only
when you need to show aperson somein-depth
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proof of Jesusbeing God.

If aperson does not believe Jesusis God, he
obvioudy doesnot believeinthetrinity. Infact,
peoplelikethisareusually quitevoca and critical of
thedoctrineof thetrinity. | have often heard them
say something like, “ You Chrigtiansbelieveinthree
Gods.” If youhaveever tried to explainthetrinity,
you havean appreciation of it complexity. There
have been many attemptsto explain how one God
ismade up of three persons. Although some of
themarehelpful, dl of them still fall short of provid-
ing aclear pictureof thetrinity.

Some peopl e point to water and say water can be
foundinthreephysica states: Solid, liquid, and gas.
Althoughit can beobservedin threedifferent forms,
itisgtill water. Thisanaogy isthen comparedtothe
trinity: Thereisonly one God, but Heexpresses
Himsdf asthree persons.

Another example peopleuseisaconcept called
triplepoint. Thisisaphenomenonwhereasample
of water actudly existsinall threephysica states
(solid, liquid, and gas) at thesametime. They point
totriple point and say, “ See, itispossiblefor one
thing to befound in three physical statesat the same
time”

Incidentally, for youtriviabuffs, water will boil and
freezeat the samepoint whenitisplacedinanear
vacuum (0.6 psi). Water, of course, boilsat 212°F
at “norma” atmospheric pressure (14 ps). Asthe
pressure decreases so doesthe boiling point.
Eventually, thetemperaturethat water boilsisaso
thesameaswhenit freezes. Thisiswhy atearinan
astronaut’ssuit isso deadly. When aspacesuitis
torn, the pressureinsidethe suit beginsto decrease.
Asthe pressuredrops, the blood beginsto bail.
When the pressure dropsto about 0.6 psi, the
boiling blood suddenly cracksinto asolid piece of
ice. (Source: Popular Science, May 1998, page
84)

Otherswill point to apersonwhoissomeone's
father, someone’ s son, and someone' shusband as
anexampleof thetrinity. Althoughthispersonhas

threetitles, functionsand purposes, heisstill one
person.

What doesthe Bible say about thetrinity? The
actua word “trinity” doesnot appear intheBible.
TheBibledoes, however, portray God asbeing
made up of three persons. It saysthat the Father is
God, JesusisGod, and theHoly SpiritisGod (see
theverseslisted below.) Thereareasotwo places
inthe Biblewhere God refersto Himself inthe
plura form. Gen. 1:26 says, “L et uscreatemanin
our ownimage.” Isa. 6:8says, “Also, | heardthe
voiceof theLord saying, Whom shall | send, and
whowill gofor us?’

Although the Bible saysthat the Father, Jesus, and
theHoly Spirit are God, it also clearly saysthat
thereisonly one God (seetheverseslistedin
Reference section 1). How canwebedlieveadl three
areGod and still believethereisonly one God? |
have no explanation that iscompletel y satisfying.
Therefore, | seethat we have only two choices.
Thefirst choiceiswe can simply recognizethe
doctrineof thetrinity isone of those aspects of God
wearenot going to beableto fully understand with
our incredibly limited minds. Theonly other choice
isto concludethesereferencesto the three persons
of the Godhead meansthere are some serious
errorsintheBible. Therepercussionsof thischoice
areobvious.

What isyour perception of God? Imaginebeing
raised your wholelifein awindowlessroom. You
werenever alowedto go or evenlook outside.
Your mother, who hasprevioudy lived onthe
outside, triesto explanwhat theoutsideworldis
like. Shedrawspicturesof trees, birds, flowers,
sky, etc. Although sheistrying to beasopenwith
you aspossible, youwould still haveavery dis-
torted view of the outsideworld.

Probably, your perceptionsof flowersand birds
would be moretwo-dimensional than three-dimen-
siond. Inyour mind'seye, thereare probably many
thingsthat are hard to understand or even seem
contradictory. Thisispart of thereason we have
difficulty understanding God. We'retryingtolook
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at aninfinitebeing throughfiniteeyes.

Doweredly think we can comprehend the magni-
tude of abeing who hascreated auniversewith
morethanamillionbilliongalaxies, whereeach
gaaxy hashundredsof billionsof stars? Arewe
naive enough to think we can understand the
complexity of abeing who created auniversewhere
every ounce hasmorethanal00 milliontrillion
highly organized atoms? (Source: National
Geographic, June1983. ChemCom, Kendall/
Hunt Publishing, 1993.) | think thiscomplexity of
God ispart of thereason wefind thetrinity so
difficult tounderstand.

Think about thisfor amoment: asingle cell bacte-
rium has no capacity to comprehend or understand
human beings. Likewise, eventhe smplest aspects
of God areway beyond our comprehension. Of
course, the difference between God and usisfar
greater than the difference between the bacterium
and us.

| am not saying thetrinity iscorrect Smply because
wecan't understandit. That would bewrong and
inappropriate. However, it would bejust aswrong
to say thetrinity doesnot exist smply becauseitis
not understandable.

Very few people can understand quantum physics.
Thetheoriesand concepts of quantum physicsare
too complex for most people. Infact, someof the
theoriesseemridiculousor totaly illogica tothe
untrained eye. Yet, quantum physicsisused every-
day to make our lives better. We must be careful
not to discredit something smply becausewecan't
understandit.

Another reason people haveahard timeaccepting
Jesusas God isthefact He had so many "limita-
tions." They wonder how Jesus could be God if He
was o limited? Thefollowing chapter talks about
theselimitations.

Beforel provideyou thereference sections, | want
to giveyou one morepiece of interesting informa-
tion. A cosmonaut, who livedinthetroubled

Russian Space station, Mir (1997) recently visited
themissionaries| havementioned earlier (the
Covichs), lookingfor aRussianBible. Likemost
Russians, hewasraised asan atheist. However,
when hefirst entered outer space, heredlized there
hadtobeaGod. Hesaidit would beimpossible
for thisfinely tuned universeto have comeinto
existencewithout acreator God. Interestingly, the
first thing he saw when he entered Mir wasa
RussianBible. Sincedl of histimewasspent trying
tofix onedisaster after another onthisaging space
station, hedidn’t have achancetoread theBible. |
am happy to say henow hasaRussian Bibleof his
own.

Thefollowing two chaptersarethereference
sectionsreferred tointhischapter. They are:

Reference 1: Verses Teaching the Trinity.
Thisaquick overview of the placesin the Biblethat
show the Father, Holy Spirit, and Jesusareal God.
It also contains verses showing thereisonly one
God.

Reference 2: Verses showing Jesusis God.
Thisreference providesanin-depthlist of verses
showingthat JesusisGod. It clearly showsthat the
Bibleteachesthedivinity of Jesus.
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Reference 1. Verses
Teaching the Trinity

Chapter: 10.08b

Thisaquick overview of the placesin the Biblethat
show the Father, Holy Spirit, and Jesusareall God.
It also contains verses showing thereisonly one
God.

Verses saying Jesusis God:
Heb. 1:8 God the Father called the Son"God."
Isa. 9:6 The"child"iscaledthe"Mighty God."

Mt. 1:23, Is.7:14 Jesusiscalled Immanudl,
whichmeans" Godwithus."

John. 1:1 Jesus(the"Word") iscaled " God."

1Tim.3:16 Paul said Jesuswas God "'manifested
intheflesh."

Col. 2:8.9 Paul said Jesuswasthe"fullnessof the
Godhead bodily.

John. 20:28 Thomassaidto Jesus,”...my God."

Titus2:13 Paul called Jesus"thegreat God."

Phil. 2:5,6 Paul said Jesusdidn’t fedl it waswrong
to be considered "equa with God."

John 5:18 The Jewswanted to kill Jesusbecause
Hewas"making Himsdlf equa with God."

John 10:30 Jesussaid, "l and the Father areone.”

Gen. 1:1; Col. 1:16 TheBiblesaid God created
all thingsand that Jesuscreated all things.

Mic.5:2 Themessiah (Jesus) had alwaysbeenin
existence.

Isa. 44.6; Rev. 1:2,8, 11,13 God claimed to be
the"FirstandtheLast." Sodid Jesus. God clearly
statesthat Heistheonly savior. The Biblea so says
Jesusisour savior.

Verses saying the Father is God:

John. 8:41 "Theonly Father we haveisGod
Himsdf."

Eph.4:6 " ... oneGod and Father of al ..."

VersessayingtheHoly Spirit isGod:

Acts5:34 "... youhaveliedtotheHoly Spirit ...
you havenot lied to men, but to God."

Acts28:25,26 Referringtolsaiah 6:9,10, Peter
saidthe"Holy Spirit" spoketo the prophet | saiah.
Inthebook of Isaiah, it saysthe"Lord" spoketo
theprophet Isaiah.

1Cor.3:16 "Don’'tyouknow youareGod's
templeand that God's Spirit livesinyou?'
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Verses saying thereisonly one God:

Mk.12:32 "Youarerightinsaying Godisone
andthereisno other but him."

Mk.12:29 "TheLordour God, theLordisone."
1Tim.2:5 "ForthereisoneGod..."

1Cor.8:4 " ... andthereisno God but one."
Gal.3:20 " ... butGodisone."

James2:19 "You believethereisone God.
Good! ..."

Ps.86:10 "...youaoneareGod."

Deut.6:4,5 "ThelLordour God, theLordisone

Isa. 44:8 "lsthereanother God besidesme?"

Isa. 45:21 "Thereisno God apart fromme....
thereisnonebut me."

|sa. 45:22 "For | am God and thereisno other."
Isa.46:9 "l am God, and thereisno other"

Isa.45:5 "l amthelord, and thereisno other;
apart frommethereisno God."

Isaiah 45:18 "l amthelLord, and thereisno
other."

Mal.2:10 "Did not one God create us?"
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Reference 2: Verses
showing Jesusis God

Chapter: 10.08c

Thisreference providesanin-depthlist of verses
showingthat JesusisGod. It clearly showsthat the
Bibleteachesthedivinity of Jesus.

Othersviewed Jesus as God

1Timothy 3:16 -Paul Said Jesuswas God
manifestedintheflesh.

"Andwithout controversy great isthe mystery
of godliness: God wasmanifestedintheflesh,
justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached
unto the nations, believed onintheworld,
received upintoglory.”

John 20:28 -Thomascalled Jesus God.

"And Thomasanswered, and said unto him,
My Lord and my God."

Colosians2:8,9 -Paul said Jesuswasthefullness
of the Godhead bodily.

" ..Chrigt. Forinhim dwdleth all of the
fullnessof the Godhead bodily."

Titus2:13 -Paul said Jesuswas God.
"Looking for that blessed hope, and the
glorious appearing of thegreat God and our
savior, JesusChrigt.”

Luke8:39 -After Jesushealed ademon pos-

sessed man, Jesussaid:

"Returnto thine house, and show what great
things God hath done unto thee. And he went
on hisway and published throughout thewhole
city what great things Jesushad doneunto him."

Rom. 14:10b -12 -Paul usesthewords Jesus
and Godinterchangeably.

"For weshall al stand beforethejudgment Seat
of Christ. For itiswritten, Asl live, saiththe
Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every
tongue shall confessto God. So, then, "every
oneof usshal giveaccount of himself to God."

Luke8:39 -After Jesushealed ademon pos-
sessed man, Jesussaid:

"Returnto thine house, and show what great
things God hath done unto thee. And he went
on hisway and published throughout thewhole
city what great things Jesushad doneunto him."

Phil. 2:5b, 6 -Paul said Jesuswas God.

"... Jesus Christ, who being intheform of God,
thought it not robbery to be equal with God."

Thepeoplearound Jesusunder stood Jesus
wasclaimingtobeGod

John 10:33 -TheJewsfelt Jesuswasclamingto
be God.

"The Jewsanswered him, saying, For agood
work we stonethee not, but for blasphemy: and
becausethat thou, being aman, makest thyself
God."
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John 5:18 -TheJewsfelt Jesuswas making
himsalf equa with God.

"Thereforethe Jaws sought themoretokill him,
because he not only had broken the Sabbath,
but said also that God was his Father, making
himsdf equd with God."

Jesusclaimed to be God

John 10:30 - Jesussaid Hewaspart of God. He
said, "l and my Father areone.”

Exodus3:14 -God identifiesHimsealf to Mosesby
caling himsdf "1 AM." Twice Jesusrefersto Himsdf
asthe"l AM." Thosearound him knew exactly

what hewas saying and they weregreatly offended.

"Jesussaid unto them, Verily verily, | say you,
beforeAbrahamwas, | am. Then they took up
stonestocastathim..." (John 8:58, 5949)

"Whom seek ye? They answered him, Jesus of
Nazareth. Jesussaith untothem | amhe. As
soon ashesaid unto them, | am he, they went
backward, and fell totheground.” (John
18:4b, 5, 6)

[Note: IntheBible, theword "he" isinitalic.
Whenever aword wasnot inthe original Greek
or Hebrew, but wasput infor clarity, theKing
Jamestrandatorsput thewordinitalic. This
was done so there would be no misunderstand-
ing about what was and was not part of the
origind text]

Revelation 1:8-18 -Jesussaid, heistheAl-
mighty Lord. Thefollowingisavision John had of
Jesus. Verses 2, 13, 17,18 identify Jesusasthe:

(v2)"...testimony of JesusChrist ..."

(v 8) "l amAlphaand Omega, thebeginning
andtheending, saiththeL ord, whois, and who
was, and whoisto come, theAlmighty."

(v11)"Saying | am aphaand Omega, thefirst
andthelast..."

(v13) "Andinthemidst of the sevenlamp
stands, oneliketheSonof man ..."

(v 17b. 18a) "Fear not; | am thefirst and the
last; | am hethat livethand wasdead..."

Isaiah 44:6 -InRev 1:11, JesussaysHeisthe
firstandthelast. Isa. 44:6 showsthat the onewho
is"first andthelastisactualy God. "Thussaththe
Lord, theKingof Isragl, and hisredeemer, theLord
of host: | amthefirst, and | amthelast, and beside
methereisnot God."

The Bible says Jesusis God

Hebrews1:8 -God the Father said Jesuswas
God.

"Untothe Son hesaith, Thy throne, O God, is
forever and ever; ascepter of righteousnessis
the scepter of thy kingdom."

Isaiah 9:6 -Jesus(theMessiah) iscalledthe
Mighty God.

"For unto usachildisborn, untousasonis
given, and the government shall beupon his
shoulder; and hisname shall be called Wonder-
ful, Counsdlor, TheMighty God, the Everlasting
Father, the Prince of Peace."

Matthew 1:23 -Jesusiscalled |mmanuel, which
means" God with us."
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"Behold, thevirgin shdl bewith child, and shall
bring forth ason, and they shall call hisname
Immanuel, which, being interpreted, isGod with
s

Micah 5:2 -Jesus(theMessiah) iseverlasting.

"But thou, Bethlehem, Ephrathah, though thou
belittle among the thousands of Judah, yet out

of thee shall comeforth unto methat isto bethe

rulerinlsragl, whose goingsforth have been
fromof old, fromeverlasting."

Zechariah 12:10 -God usesthefirst person
(“me”) and thethird person (* him”) to describe
Himself asthe onewho will bepierced.

And I will pour upon the house of David, and
upon theinhabitantsof Jerusalem, the Spirit of
graceand of supplications, and they shall look
upon ME whom they have pierced, and they
shall mournfor HIM, asonemournethfor his
only son, and shall bein bitternessfor him, as
onethat isinbitternessfor hisfirstborn.

John 1:1 -Jesus(the"Word") isGod

"In the beginning wasthe Word, and the Word
waswith God, and the Word was God."

Revelation 22:6, 16 -Thebook of Revelation
saysthat Jesusand God arethe same.

(v6) "And hesaid unto me, Thesewordsare
faithful and true; and the Lord God of the holy
prophets sent hisangel to show unto hisser-
vantsthethingswhich must shortly bedone.”

(v16) "I, Jesus, have sent mineangel to testify
unto you thesethingsinthechurches..."

Every kneewill bow to both God and Jesus. Here
areversestalking about every knee bowing to God.

"Look unto me and be saved, all the ends of the
earth; for | am God andthereisnoned . ...
that unto me every kneeshal bow, every

tongueshall swear" (Isaiah 45:22,23b)
Hereareversestaking every knee bowing to Jesus.

"... gtand before the Judgment Seat of Christ.
Foritiswritten, Asl livesaiththeLord, every
knee shall bow to meand every tongue shall
confessto God." (Romans14:10b, 11)

"That at the name of Jesusevery kneeshould
bow ... and that every tongue should confess
that JesusChristisLord." (Philippians
2:10a,11a)

John 5:23 -Wehaveto honor Jesusthat same
way as God the Father.

"That al men should honor the Son, even as
they honor the Father. Hethat honoreth not the
Son honoreth not the Father who hath sent
hm"

Both God and Jesusarecalled our "Savior." Here
areversescaling God our savior.

"... l amHe, before metherewasno God
formed, neither shall therebe after me. 1, even
I, amthe Lord and besidesmethereisno
savior." (Isaiah43:10b, 11)

"... Andthereisno God elsebesideme, ajust
God and Savior; thereisnonebesideme.”
(Isaiah45:21b)

Hereareversescalling Jesusour savior.

Neither isthere salvation in any other; for there
isho other name under heaven given among
men, whereby we must be saved.” (Acts4:12)

"But hathin duetimemanifested hisword
through preaching, whichiscommitted untome
according to the commandment of God, our
Savior;" (Titus1:3)

"Not purloining, but showing al goodfiddlity,
that they may adorn the doctrine of God, our
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Savior,indl things." (Titus2:10)

"But after thekindnessand love of God, our
Savior, toward man appeared.” (Titus3:4)

"To Titus, mineown son after thecommon faith:
Grace, mercy, and peace, from God, the
Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ, our Savior."
(Titus1:4)

"Which he shed on us abundantly through Jesus
Chrigt, our Savior," (Titus3:6)

Both God and Jesus created all things. Hereare
versesthat say God created all things

"Ah, Lord God! Behold, thou hast madethe
heaven and the earth by Thy great power and
outstretched arm, and thereisnothing too hard
for thee: ... the Great, the Mighty God, the
Lord of hosts, ishisname," | (Jeremiah 32:17,
18b)

Havewenot dl onefather?Hath not one God
created us?' (Maachi 2:10b)

"ThussaiththeL ord, thy redeemer, and hewho
formed theefromthewomb: | amtheLordwho
maketh dl things, who stretcheth forththe
heavensa one; who spreadeth abroad the earth
by mysdlf." (Isaiah44:24)

"And, Thou, Lord, inthebeginning hast laid the
foundation of the earth; and the Heavensarethe
worldsof thinehand.” (Hebrews1:10)

Hereareversesthat say Jesuscreated al things

"... Haly, haly, haly, Lord God Almighty, who
was, andis, andisto come. ... Thou art worthy,
O Lord, torecelveglory and honor and power;
for thou hascreated dl things, and for thy
pleasurethey werecreated." (Revelation 4:8b,
11)

"All thingsweremade by him (Jesus), and
without himwas not anything madethat was

made." (John 1:3)

"Whoistheimageof theinvisble God, thefirst-
born of dl creation; For by him all thingswere
created, that arein heaven and that arein earth,
visbleandinvisible, whether they bethrones, or
dominions, or principdities, or powers-al
thingswere created by himand for him. And he
isbeforeadl things, and by himall thingscon-
sst." (Cal. 1:15, 16)

"Hath intheselast days spoken unto usby his
Son, whom He hath appointed heir of al things,
by whom also hemadetheworlds." (Hebrews
1.2)

Both God and Jesusraised Jesusfrom the dead.
Hereareversesthat say God raised Jesusfromthe
dead.

"Andtowait for His Son from Heaven, whom
Heraised from the dead, even Jesus, who
delivered usfromthewrathtocome.” (1 Thes.
1:10)

"But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus
from the dead dwell inyou, hethat raised up
Christ fromthedead shall dlsogivelifetoyour
mortal bodiesby hisSpirit that dwellethinyou."
(Romans8:11)

Hereareversesthat say Jesusraised Himself from
the dead.

" Jesusanswered, and said unto them Destroy
thistemple, andinthreedaysl| will raiseit up.”
(John2:19)

"Therefore doeth my Father loveme, becausel
lay downmy life, that | might takeit again. No
man takethit fromme, but | lay it down of
myself. | have power tolay it down, and | have
power totakeit again." (John10:17, 18a)
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If Jesuswas God, Why did He
have so Many “Limitations?”

Chapter: 10.09
Copyright © Michael Bronson 2000—2002

In the previous chapter (IsJesus God?) | talked
about how many people haveahardtimebelieving
JesusisGod. Onereason for thesedoubtsisthe
“trinity.” Peoplehaveahard timeunderstanding
how there can be only one God and still havethree
peoplein the Godhead.

Another thing that givespeopleahardtimeisthe
“limitations” Jesushad when Hewashere on Earth.
They wonder how Jesus could be God if Hewas so
limited. Followingaresomeof thelimitationsthey
refer to:

[ | -Jesuswasweak physicaly (in comparison
towhat you would expect froman Almighty
God).

-Therewere many things Jesusdidn’'t know.

1f Jesuswas God, why wasHe*"talking to
someoneel s’ when Hewaspraying.

u -Jesus couldn’t keep Himself from being
murdered.

[ | ‘How could God “ die?’

Aretherereasons Jesuswaslimited or should we
consider Hislimitationssubstantial proof Heisn't
God? | believe JesusisGod and | also believe
therewerefundamenta reasonswhy Hewaslimited
hereon earth. To help you understand what |

mean, | want to giveyou ahypothetical situation.

Let’ssay, for the sake of argument, God wanted to
get acloser look at what it wasliketo beahuman;
Hewanted to seefirsthand what it wasliketo walk
inour shoesfor awhile. Let’'ssay Hewanted to
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know what it felt liketo belimited in Hispowers
and abilities. Let’sa so say God wanted to accom-
plish aspecific task while Hewashere on Earth.

Thefirst question we needto examineis, “ Could
God actually dothis?” | thinkitissafetosay an
Almighty God iscapable of doing whatever He
wants. Thenext questionweneedtolook at is,
“How could Hedoit?" Would God havetogoon
a“leaveof absence” from Heaven? Would He
haveto abandon Histhronein Heavenin order to
take on human form? Would He had to put some-
oneelseincharge (such asapowerful angd) while
Hewasgone?

| have an anaogy that might help you understand
this. Let’ssay I’m doing apuppet show for a
children’sparty. I’'mhiding behind awall and my
two handsarein the puppets. Thekids, witha
limited view, seetwo charactersperforming.

Althoughthekidsseetwoidentities, thereisactualy
only oneperson. Bothidentitiesarean extension of
me. They arenot all of me, but they are part of

me. Likewise, God can bring an extension of
Himself downto earth. Thisextensionwould not
beall of God, but it would be part of God. In other
words, God would not haveto takea“leave of
absence” from Heavenin order to have an exten-
sion of Himsalf cometo earth.

Takeafew momentsto think about how God could
accomplishthis. What would be necessary for God
to performthistask? Thefirst thing Hewould need
todoisprovide Himsalf ahuman body. This, of
course, would not beabig-deal; considering God
createsover 200,000 bodiesaday. Thenext thing
Hewould havetodoisput part of Himself inthe
body. Considering thefact that Godisableto
createlifeout of nothing, | don’t think thiswould be
adifficult task for Him.

Now, we haveasituation where God isstill func-
tioning as“ God Almighty” in Heaven, butisalso
functioning asahuman (or God-man) hereon earth.
ThisGod-manwould haveavariety of self-imposed
limitations. Hewould haveabody that will grow

oldand die (or could bemurdered). Therewill be
many thingsHe doesn’t know. Hewould havean
inherent knowledge Heis part of the Godhead, but
otherwise, Hisknowledgewould bevery limited.

Although thisGod-man knowsHeispart of the
Godhead, Heislimited inHiscommunicative skills.
Hehasto communicateinthe same primitiveway
asother humans. Aspart of Hisself-imposed
limitations, Heisforced to communicatewith the
Godhead the sameway aseveryoneelse. (Look at
the note bel ow for moreinformation about Jesus
“praying to someoneese.”)

Apart from experiencing thelimited lifeof mortal
man, God a so hasa specific task Hewantsto
accomplish. He, therefore, givesHimsalf the ability
to perform certain miraclesin order to show others
thisisamissonfrom God. Tragically, hafway
through Hislife, ariotous crowd murdersHim.

The God-man’sdeath, however, was not amistake;
itwasactually part of Hisplan. Inorder to accom-
plish Hismission, the God-man needed to be
murdered. Theriotersdidn’'ttakeHislife; Hegave
itupfredy.

Doesthe death of the God-man’sbody mean God
actualy “died?” No, of coursenot. Physical desth
isthe separation of the person’ssoul (thelr true
eternd identity) fromtheir temporary physica body.
When our physical bodiesdie, wearenot “dead.”
Likewise, when the God-man’sbody died, He
continuedonliving.

Inmany waysthisscenario paralelsthelifeof
Jesus. Thisscenario addresses many of the ques-
tions people have about Jesus. It shows Jesus
didn’'t haveto beal-knowing. It showsthe*death”
of Jesusdoesnot distract fromHisdivinity. It
providesusabetter understanding of thetrinity. It
also explainswhy Jesuswas*“talking to someone
elsg” when Hewas praying.

Our view of God'srealminincredibly limited. We
areonly ableto seeaminutefraction of Him. We
should not be surprised if Hecameto usinthe
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limited form of ahuman. Thefact Jesuswaslimited
doesnot mean Hewasn't divine. Remember, the
Biblesaysitisimpossiblefor mortal mantolook
upon GodinHisfull glory. Therefore, if God were
tocomedowntovisit us, it would havetobeina
very limited manner.

SideNoteon “JesusPrayingto Others’

Therearetwo thingswe need to keepinmind
concerning Jesus prayers.

Firgt, | think many of Jesus' audio prayerswere
donefor our benefit. | think Jesusused Hisaudio
prayersto teach usmore about Himself and the
Godhead. ThereareacoupleplacesintheBible
that talk about how the audio communications
between Jesus and the Godhead werefor the
benefit of thosenearby. 1nJohn 12:30, Jesussaid
thevoicefrom Heaven (God) wasfor their benefit,
not His. InJohn 11:42, Jesuswasraising Lazarus
fromthedead. Hesaid Hisprayer wasfor the
benefit of thosewho werearound Him.

-Second, our audio prayersarenot thefull essence
of our prayers. Romans8:26 says, “Wedo not
know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit
Himsdf intercedesfor uswith groansthat words
cannot express.” Our audio prayersarenot thefull
communication being sent to God.

We haveno ideawhat type of internal communica-
tions Jesus had with the Godhead. | believeevenif
thedisciples could have heard Hiscomplex com-
municationswith the Godhead, I’ m sureit wouldn’t
have made any senseto them.

Computer Internet modemsareagood example of
limited communication. Sincetraditiond telephone
lineswere never designed for computer use,
modemsarevery dow. Modemsareliteraly
thousandsof timesd ower than theinternal speed of
thecomputer’sCPU. It'slikehavinga100lane
super-highway merging downtoasinglelanedirt
bikepath. Traffic amost comesto astandstill.

Likewise, human communication compared to
God scommunicationisvery smplebaby talk.
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IsHell really for “Eternity?”

Chapter: 10.10
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1984 -2002

“Put your handsintheair!” the soldier shouted.
“Men onthisside of theroom and women on the
other side.” Horrified, the people stumbled across
therubbletotheir assigned positions. Thelook in
their eyes showed they knew what wasgoing to
happen next. Walking over to the group of men,
the sol diersbegan pointing to different men. Sobs
rang out from amongst thewomen. After theold
men and young boyswere separated from the other
men, they weretold to sit down. Theremaining
men were|ed out the back door of the bombed out
building. Thesobsof women and childrenwere
drowned out by the soundsof gunfire.

Whilethesmell of gunpowder il lingeredintheair,
the soldierswalked back into theroom with smirks

ontheir faces. Slowly they walk toward the group
of women, eyeing theyoung girls. Grabbing one of
thegirlsby her hair, asoldier pullsher to aback
room. Oneby one, the soldiershavetheir way with
her.

Killingthemenwho are of military ageand raping
theyoung girlswas standard practicefor many of
the Serbian soldiers. Thebrutality that took place
during the Baltic War equalsthe atrocitiesthat were
common during WWII. Thosewho survivedthe
masskilling havetolivewith scarsthat will last a
lifeime.

When | think about these soldiers, | haveno
problem visudizingthemrottinginHell for eternity.
Itis, however, moredifficult for meto visualize
someother “nice’ peopleburninginHell forever. It
ishardto visualize someone sswest, old grand-
mother (who happensto bean unbeliever) havingto
beinHell for eternity.

I sthe punishment of Hell eterna? Will aperson
sent to Hell haveto stay therefor eternity, or will
God, after aperiod of time, show specia mercy
and end the punishment? If God doesend their
punishment, will Hedoit by terminating their
existenceor will Healow themto goto Heaven? If
God isgoing to end their punishment by terminating
their existence, wouldn'’t it be even better if He
samply terminated their existence without even
sending them to Hell (asthe Jehovah Witnesses
believe)?
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If youwereto survey thefundamental churches,
youwould probably find that mogt, if not al of them
believethe punishment of Hell isfor eternity. Yet, if
you weretotak privately to many of themembers
inthese congregations, they would secretly express
their doubts. They wouldtell you they haveahard
time understanding how God could keep the“ sweet
oldgrandma’ inHell for eternity. They haveno
problemwith peoplelike Hitler being kept in Hell
for eternity, but they can’t seewhy a“ good” person
should bekept in eternal punishment.

Althoughtheideaof areducedterminHell seems
similar to thedoctrine of purgatory, these Christians
arequick topointoutitisn't. Inpurgatory, a
person “worksoff” hissentence by being punished.
These Chrigtiansdon't believethis. They believea
person’s sentenceisreduced because of God's
mercy. Incidentally, severa hundred yearsago,
someone calculated (don’t ask me how) that a
person would bein purgatory for exactly 1,902,202
yearsand 270 daysto pay for their sinful life
(source: filmcalled Martin Luther).

What doesthe Bible say about thisissue? It
obvioudy doesn't matter what wethink Godis
goingtodo, it only matterswhat God isactually
going to do. Remember, God'sjudgment of uswill
not be based on how we compareto other people,
rather, it will be based on how we compareto His
standard.

A six-foot tal manismuchtaler than afour-foot tall
man. Thedifferenceisquitecbvious. Yet, when
you comparethesetwo men nexttoa60’ foot light
post, themenlook quitesmilar inheight. Likewise,
whenyou comparea®good” person next to Hitler,
we can seeamgjor difference. However, when
you compare them against God'shigh standard, the
difference between Hitler and the* good” person
dhrinkstremendoudly.

Asdiscussed in other chapters, we must take our
doctrinesfromtheBible. If theBibleisclearona
subject, weare bound to follow itsteaching. So,
thequestionis, doesthe Bibleclearly teach the
punishment of Hell will beforever? Hell, of course,
wascreated for thefallenangels. TheBibledoes

say thesedemonswill be punishedinHell for
eternity. Thefollowing versestak about Hell being
forever:

Mt 25:41 *“... eternal firesprepared for the devil
andhisangels”

Jude6 Theangelswill bebound with*“everlast-
ingchans.”

Rev. 20:10 Thedevil, beast, and fal se prophet
being tormented “forever and ever.”

Mt.18:8 “... throwninto eternal fire.”
Mark 9:43 “...fire never goesout.”

Mark 9:48 “...worm never diesand thefireis
not quenched.”

Is.33:14 “... witheverlasting burning.”
Luke3:17 “... with unquenchablefire.”
Mt. 3:12 “... withunquenchablefire.”

The Chrigtianswho believeinlimited punishment
point to thefact that Hell wasnot created for the
falen humanrace, but rather for thefallen angels.
They say itistheangelswho will be punished for
eternity, not thehumans. Therefore, theverses
talking about theeternd firesonly meanthefireswill
beburning forever for the demons.

Although | wouldlovetobelieveHell isonly a
temporary punishment for humans, I cannot find any
versesthat indicateit. |1 donot liketheideaof a
person being punished for eternity, especidly the
“sweet old grandmother.” Asmuchasl didikethe
concept of eternal punishment, | haveto abideby
what the Bibleteaches. Thequestionis, therefore,
what doesthe Bible say about punishment for the
falen humanrace. Following areversesthat deal
with the punishment for humans:

Mt. 25:46 “They will go away to eternal punish-
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Heb. 6:2 “... theresurrection of thedead, and
eternal judgment.”

Jude7 The people of Sodom and Gomorrah serve
asan exampleof thosewho suffer the* punishment
of eternal fires.”

Dan.12:2 “... sometoeverlasting life, other to
shame and everlasting contempt.”

2Th.1:9 “...they will be punished with everlast-
ing destruction.”

Gal. 1:8 If someone preachesanother gospel, he
isto be* eternally condemned.”

|'s. 66:24 Thosethat rebelled against God, “ Their
worm will not die, nor will the fire be quenched.”

Rev. 14:10-11 “Andthesmoke of their torment
risesfor ever and ever”

Mk. 3:29 Thosewho blasphemewill beguilty of
an“eternal sin.”

I's. 34:8-10 “Lord hasaday of vengeance... it
will not be quenched night or day. Itssmokewill
riseforever.”

The Bibledoesteach the punishment in Hell will last
forever. | don'tunderstanditnor dol likeit. 1 am,
however, obligated to accept it. | havetwo
choices: | can either spend my timethinking about
how unfair Godisfor doing this, or | can spend my
timeand energy trying to find waysto keep people
fromgoingtoHell inthefirst place.




