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my material asareferenceto assist your study, but you
must study the subject yourself. TheBible must always
beyour fina authority.

Contacting the Author

Toemail theauthor: BibleHd p.org/email.ntm
Tolearn more about theauthor:  BibleHe p.org/author.ntm
Hisstatement of faith: BibleHelp.org/statement.htm

Copyright © Michael Bronson 1984 -2003

Edited by Janet Bronson and Jean Prediger




BibleHelp.org

The International Outreach of BibleHelp.org

This book is a partial printout of my website BibleHelp.org.
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Although thiswebsite was started asa small persona ministry, it
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itsalf. | fill work full-timeasaCorrections Officer, but thiswebsite
has given me opportunities| never thought would be possible.

Now that thewebsitehasgrown, | fed itisimportant to raise prayer
support for it. Therefore, | am asking you to consider praying for
this website on a daily basis. Not only would it be greatly
appreciated, it would give your prayers an international impact.
You can download aprayer card at:

BibleHelp.org/prayweb.htm
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God will lead peopleto thewebsite
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Who arethe Heathen?

Chapter: 13.01
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1984 -2002

Themorning steam risesfrom the densefoliage of
theBrazilianrainforest asYoma, ayoung brave,
stedl sthrough thisAmazon junglein hopesof
securingamea. Yomaspotshistarget. Carefully
heinsertsapoisondart into hisblowgunandfires.
Momentslater amonkey fallsfromatree. As
Yomapullsthe dart from the monkey, hethankshis
god for supplying hisneeds.

Yoma'shdlief inasupernatural being differsgresatly
fromthat of fundamental Chrigtianity. Theonly
religion heknowsiswhat has been taught to him by
histribe. Yomahasno knowledge of Jesus Christ
or what He hasdone on the cross.

When the subject of the heathenisbrought up, a

pictureof aha f-naked nativerunning through the
jungleusualy comestomind. Whileitistruea
person such asYomaiswithout the gospel, these
primitive nativesare not theonly ones.

Thissectionisdesigned to stimulateyour thinking
onthedestiny of the heathen. We have defined a
heathen as someonewho hasnever heard the
gospel. Who arethese peopl e, though, who have
not heard the gospel ? You may be surprised!

Therearemany waysto definethe phrase“having
not heardthegospd.” Theultimateguiddine,
however, is. Isthe person’sknowledge of the
gospel sufficient for himto accept Christandgoto
heaven? If apersonisunableto accept Christ
because hisknowledge of thegospel iseither
incomplete or inaccurate, he hasnot “heard the
gospd.” Thus, thisdefinition now includeshillions
of people. Since so many people havenot heard
the gospel, maybe even your neighbor, itisimpor-
tant for you to understand how God will deal with
these unsaved people. We pray that our research
will helpyouinyour studies.
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Open for Interpretation

Chapter: 13.02
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1984 -2002

Federal agents spread out acrossthe basement of
thejail. Handcuffed betweentwo sheriffswasa
man who had shocked the nation. LeeHarvey
Oswald had been accused of nating the
President of the United States. A maninadark suit
suddenly pushed forward and stuck out hisarm.
Oswald caught sight of Jack Ruby and jerked his
handsupto protect himself. Ruby’s.38revolver
discharged and Oswald collapsed, hislife’ sstory
goingdownintoinfamy.

Thereisno doubt who killed Lee Harvey Oswald.
Thereweredozensof eyewitnesses, not to mention
the20 million Americanswho saw it ontelevision.
Thisissueisnot openfor interpretation. Thefacts
arecut and dried. Astowhowasinvolvedinthe

assassi nation of John F. Kennedy, thereisroomfor
persond opinion. Thereisenough circumstantial
evidence supporting thepossibility of aconspiracy
to makeit unreasonablefor anyoneto say dogmati-
caly that Oswald acted alone.

Likewise, when we approach the subject of the
heathen, we haveto understand that the Bibleis
clear on some aspects concerning the heathen
(thosewho have never heard the gospel). How-
ever, thereare other areasthat are openfor inter-
pretation. Itisnot our intentinthisstudy to be
dogmatic, or show that thereisonly one correct
interpretation. Our intent isto point out the prob-
lemsthat arisewith someof theviews, and to show
what “ appears’ to bemost consistent with the
Word of God.

Through our study, Stevan Huntoon and | have
cometo the conclusion that the Bibleteachesthe
heathen aregoingto hell (View 1), but you decide
for yoursalf. Onthefollowing pageisalist of the
fiveviewsmost often encountered in Christian
circles.

Hereisan interesting variation of the
above photograph
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5Main Views

Chapter: 13.03
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1984 -2002

Viewl Everypersonisaccountablefor hissins,
and unlesshehaspersonally accepted
Jesus Christ ashissavior, hewill goto
Hell and be punished for thosesins.

View2  Persona acceptanceof JesusChristis
essential for apersonto havehissins
forgiven. If apersonisseeking (living
up tothelight that he has) God will then
sendaChristiantohim.

View3  Sameasview 2, exceptif thereareno
Chrigtiansavailable, Godwill sendthe
gospel messageto the seeker viaa
“supernatura” method (i.e. anangd or a
voicefrom Heaven, etc.).

View4  If aperson“livesuptothelight hehas”
Godwill dlow himinto Heaven.
Personal acceptance of JesusChristis
not essential for the personwho has
never heard the gospel.

View5  Every personwho hasnot heard the
gospel will bedlowedinto Heaven.
Personal acceptance of JesusChristis
not essential for the personwho has
never heard the gospel.
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How We Came up with
the5Main Views

Chapter: 13.04
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1984 -2002

Thenight glowed asthe barn was consumed by
flames. Fromal indications, it wasanother fire set
by anarsonist. Thismadethirty-sevenbarns
burnedinlessthan amonth. The FBI had been
caledintoinvestigate what appearsto beacon-
spiracy of hatecrimes. Atfirst, it was pretty much
assumed one group wasresponsiblefor al of the
burnings. Basicdlly, it wasjust amatter of identify-
ing theresponsibleparty. But asthe agentsbegan
to compare notes, they found more questionsthan
answers. Nothing seemed to make sense. There
were so many inconsistenciesand overlaps. Just
when apattern seemed to be developing, some
other evidencewould directly contradict it.

It wasnot until the FBI discovered the burnings

were not thework of onegroup, but multiple
groups (with different motives) that the piecesfell
into place. Asit turned out therewerefour catego-
riesthat theburningsfell into: Accidental, revenge
of afamily member, hate groupsand copycats.

When Steve Huntoon and | first started studying the
subject of the heathen, weran into the same prob-
lem of conflicting information. Wewroteto over
100 Christian organi zationsasking themfor their
opiniononthissubject. Whenwefirst started
reviewing theresponsesfromthe Christian leaders,
wefound it difficult to get afirm understanding of
theinformation being presentedto us. It seemed
they were saying onething and theninthenext
breath, it appeared they were saying just the
opposite.

Originaly, wethought therewere only two views
concerning the heathen; either you felt they were
lost or you did not. What wedid not realizewas
that therewerethree other viewsthat fell in-
between. The piecesdid not start tofit together
until weredlized therewerefivemainviews. Al-
though therearemore views, we havefound these
fiveto bethemost common.
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Why Sudy the Heathen?

Chapter: 13.05
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1984 -2002

Terror of theNazis Third Reich had spread across
most of Europe asthe Second World War moved
intofull swing. Rumorsof concentration camps
werefiltering back to the United States. People
fortunate enough to have escaped these death
campswerecirculating eyewitnessaccountstelling
of massextermination of Jews. At thispoint, the
world had to ask itself, “ Aretheserumorstrue, or
arethey just part of a‘ smear campaign’ against
Germany?’ However, theissue soon encompassed
millionsof people, and it wasnecessary totake a
closer look. When it appeared that the rumors
might betrue, afull investigation wasinitiated. Asit
turned out, Nazi Germany was committing whole-
sadegenocide.

Hindsight allows usto seethe magnitude of the
Nazis war crimes, but whentherumorsfirst
started, it was unclear how widespread the problem
actualy was. Theworldweliveinisfull of aleged
injustices, but we do not havethetimeto pursue
thoroughly thevalidity of each. When prioritizing
theissuesto be studied, we haveto determinethe
potential scope of the problem. A problem that
affectsmillionsof peopletakesahigher priority than
aproblemthat affectsonly one person.

Since most people didn't believe the reports of mass
killings, little was done to intervene. Asaresult 12
million people were allowed to be murdered. Since most
Christians don't believe the heathen are going to Hell,
little is done to intervene. If the heathen are going to
Hell, what do you think will be the final spiritual death
toll? (Imperial War Museum, London, England. Cour-
tesy of Hadassah Rosensaft)

Thissame principle appliesto thestudy of the
heathen. Wemust determinewheat priority should
begiventothissubject. When talking about the
heathen, arewe only speaking of afew thousand
people, or billions. Asyouwill seefromthisstudy,
the classification of hesthen couldinclude severa
billionpeople.

Isthe study of the heathen just another complicated
doctrineover whichwe Christianscan split hairs?
Whileitistrueweareto study and befamiliar with
al thedoctrinesinthe Bible, should we consume
much of our timeand energy doing anin-depth
study of something that “doesn’t really concernus’?
Thereisonly one good reason to do anin-depth
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study of theheathen. That reasonis. The heathen
are destined to Hell, and we as Christians can
make it possible for themto go to Heaven. If
thisistrue, thenthisissueisextremely important.

Whileitistruethat theBibleisunclear on some
aspectsof the heathen, it isclear on many important
issues concerning theheathen'sfate. After severa
yearsof research, we have cometo the conclusion
that the study of the heathen warrants serious
consideration. Because of theimportance of this
issue, we havedecided to print our findingsand
present some aspectsyou may not have consid-
ered. Werecognizetherearestill many unan-
swered questions, therefore, we are attempting to
present thisasnon-dogmatically aspossible. You
decidefor yoursdlf.

Oneof themost commonly asked questionsis.
“What about thosewho have never heard the
gospe?’ Althoughthisseemsavery smplequestion
toask, theanswer isdifficult. Toanswer this
emotiona question, you must look closdly at what
the Bibleteaches, and not at your feelings. Your
feelingson thistopic must carefully be separate
fromthefacts. Thedestiny of the heathenisnot
dependent on how you feel, but on how God
operates. Isaiah 55:8 statesplainly God' swaysare
not our way’s.

Aswithany doctrina study, it isextremely impor-
tant to be consistent with al theteachingsinthe
Bible. Nomajor doctrine should be based on only
afew isolated verses. When studying adoctrine, al
Biblical passagesmust be considered. Wehave
discovered severd issuesconcerning the heathen
that many Christianshave never thought about.
These questions must be asked and answered.
They cannot beignoredif wearetoremainfair and
objectivein our research.

To helpyou understand what isinvolved in each of
thefiveviews, we have broken them downinto
smpleand understandable modules. No viewpoint
standsaone. Every viewpoint hashiddenimplica-
tionsthat must be considered. For example, let’'s
say astranger came up to me and said that he hated
all dogs. Though hehasnot saidit, heisimplying
hehatesmy dog. Inthissituation, theimplications
areeasily seen, but they aremoredifficult to
distinguish when discussing the complicated subject
of theheathen. Therefore, when considering the
view of the heathento whichweadhere, all the
hiddenimplicationsof that view must betakeninto
account. Sincethe subject of theheathenisso
closdly tiedtotheplan of salvation, itisimportant to
consider carefully theview to which you adhere.
Someof theseviewsimply thingsthat are contrary

59% of thelanguages
havetrand ation needs

Transation Needs of the 6703 Languages

Languageswithneeds 3985  59%
Trandationinprogress 1206  18%
Haveadequate NT 801 12%
Nearly extinct 391 6%
HaveadequateBible 320 5%

Source: Bible Translation Needs -Bulletin 3 1996 and Ethnologue 1996
Note: As of July 2000, these books are the most current source of this information.




BibleHelp.org

to the Word of God.

For severa years Stevan Huntoon and | have spent
largeamountsof timeand energy |ooking for any
information available on the heathen. We bought
every book and tapewe could find. Wewroteto
over 100 Christian organi zationsand |leadersasking
themfor their input and views. Fromthis, we
realized therewerefivemain categoriesor opinions
onthedestiny of the heathen. Thus, tosmplify this
confusing topic, wehaveformulated thesefive
viewsand created this section, “ Destiny of the
Heathen (Five Main Views).”
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Christianity isLosing Ground

Chapter: 13.06
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1984 -2002

“Mayday! Mayday!” criedthevoiceover the
international distressfrequency. “We retakingon
water ... “ That was Captain Helsman of thetrade
ship, Golden Beauty. For three days, anAtlantic
tropica storm had relentlessly pounded hisship.
The 50-foot waveswere dumping thousands of
gdlonsof water into hisship. Until now, theship’s
eight pumps had been ableto keep the flood under
control. Captain Helsman, already concerned
about structural fatigue, wasinformed that they
weretaking on water portside. Someweldsinthe
seams had broken | oose creating another avenue
for water torushin. Astheweldscontinued to
break, the pumps became overwhelmed. The
Golden Beauty wasnow introuble. For every
gdlon pumped out, threegallonsflooded in. The
shipwassinking.

Christianity isfaced with thissamekind of problem.
There are more people being borninto theworld
than thereare peoplebeing “bornagain.” Infact, in
the past 64 years, theworld's population has
increased 19 timesfaster than the Protestant
population. Thismeansonly oneout of every
nineteen people borntoday will accept thegospdl.
Asof theyear 2000, therewere approximately 5.7
billion soulsontheir way toHell. That means
Protestant adherents (* 1) make up only about
7.0% of theworld’ spopulation, and thisincludes
thosewho are Christiansonly inname. Many
peopleclaimto be Christians becausetheir parents
were Chrigtians, they liveinaChristian nation or
they goto church. Itisoften hard to determine how
many of those so-called Christiansare actually born
again. Theonly way to determineif apersonisa
truebeliever isto comparetheir method of salvation
towhat the Bibleteaches. Usingthisasaguideline,
the number of true believershas been estimated
around 400 million, but could beaslow as300
million.

*1 NOTE: “ Protestant” adherents are generally not
the only group classified as“ Christian.” However,
since the other groups usually do not teach the
“Biblical” plan of salvation, they are not included
under this heading.

Increases From 1934 - 2000
(World Population verses Christian popul ation)

Inthe past 64 years, the
world's population increased
by 3,980 million (199%)

but, the number of Protestant
adherentsincreased only by
B 209 million (101%).
19:1ratio

Source:  World Almanac and the Book of Facts 1935, 2000
U.S. Census Bureau, and the Center for International Research
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Chapter: 13.07
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1984 -2002

If youwereto ask, "How many peopledieon an
averageday,” youwould get awidevariety of answers.
Typica answerswould range around 300 to 5,000
people. Surprisingly, over 150,000 peopledieevery
day. Onaverage, 1.8 peopledieevery second.

What isthe spiritual destiny of these people? Obvioudly,
no onereally knowsfor certain how many peopleare
going to Heaven and Hell. We can, however, come up
with aballpark estimate. Thereare many comprehensive
studiesthat break theworld's popul ation down by
reigion. If you comparethese bdief systemswiththe
Bible, you'll have abasicideaasto how many people
believeintheBiblica plan of salvation.

Based onthese studies, it has been estimated that only
7% of theworld's popul ation isgoing to Heaven (that
meansthat 1.68 peoplearegoingto Hell per second).
Evenif thisresearchiswrong and 75% of theworldis
going to Heaven; westill have 38,000 peoplegoingto
Hell every day.

| redlizethat someof you arethinking that itismorbid
and inappropriateto talk about this. You'rethinking that
talking about thistopicin public showsalack of sensi-
tivity. Yes, inasensel guessit doesappear morbid. Itis,
however, necessary. It servesavery important purpose.

How Many People Die on an Average Day?

The Cancer Society tellsusthat over 160,000
Americanswill diethisyear fromlung cancer and
40,000 will diefrom breast cancer. Wearea so
told that almost 3 million peopleworldwidewill
diefromAIDSthisyear.

Arethese pronouncements morbid or inappropri-
ate?No, of coursenot. They serveavalid pur-
pose. They inform usof aserious problem that
needsto beaddressed. It tellsusthat millions of
peopleare dying needlessly. These pronounce-
mentsareintended to bring aserious problemto
our attention. They areintended to challengeusto
action.

Likewise, thisposter tellsusabout aserious
problem; aproblem that many of uswould liketo
forget. Peopleare needlessly dying and going to
Héll. Although curing peopleof diseasesisimpor-
tant, isn't being concerned about aperson's
eterna destiny even moreimportant?Yes, this
poster may make usfedl uncomfortable, but
hopefully it will chalengeusintoaction.”

Toget aprinter friendly poster of thispage, goto:
BibleHe p.org/dieday.htm.
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M ost of the World has not
Heard the Gospdl

Chapter: 13.08
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1984 -2002

The command wasgiven and they begantheir
historic descent. Thereisno turning back now.
Descending at 65 feet per second, they are at-
tempting to do something that has never been done
before. Inafew moments, therewill beeither a
victoriouslanding of NASA'slunar modul e, the
Eagle, or atragic disaster. Houston control waits
anxioudy for what seemslikehours. Suddenly,
over theloud speaker comes Commander
Armstrong’'snow legendary phrase, “ The Eaglehas
landed!”

Man had landed on themoon. Advancementsin
technology and transportation allowed Americato
accomplish what mankind had dreamed about for
centuries. Technology hasspread itsinfluencedll

over theworld, evento areasthat we consider
“primitive.” Becauseof thisglobd influence, many
Christiansassumethe gospel messagehasadso
permesated theworld. They view theworld as
basically evangelized and the subject of the heathen
asinvolving only asmall population of nativesin
somedistant jungle. Yet, thissubject of heathenism
involvesamuch larger spectrum.

Asmentioned in the previous chapter, lessthan 7%
of thoseliving today are born-again Christians.
About 50% of theworld’spopul ation still doesnot
even know who Jesus Christis. China, with 1.2
billion people, hasonly alimited gospel witness.
Approximately 75% of theworld’s popul ation does
not haveaclear understanding of the gospd.

Just because aperson hasheard of Christianity or
Jesus Christ does not mean he hasaclear enough
understanding of the gospel to goto Heaven. Many
of ushave heard of Buddhism, Hinduism or Confu-
cianism, yet very few of usunderstand their meth-
odsof salvation. Thisvaguenesswithwhichwe
view other world religionsisthe samevagueness
withwhichtheworld viewsour religion, Chritianity.
Therefore, can we say these people havetruly
“heard thegospel 7’ If theanswer isno, then most
of theworld must be classified asheathen.

Our heavily exposed* Christian nation” can be used
toillustrate thispoint further. Much of our popula-
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tion does not understand the sal vation message.
Conduct asurvey yourself. Itwill surpriseyouto
seethelack of understanding Americanshave
concerning thegospel. Many of themwill beable
to parrot thefamiliar clichessuch as* Jesusdied for
our Sins’ or “you haveto accept Jesusasyour
savior.” Ye, if asked to explainthe mechanicsof
how aperson dying on across could savethem
fromtheir sins, few could explainit. Moreover, if
questioned further, many of the people surveyed will
add“liveagood life, keep the Ten Commandments,
gotochurch.”

1/2 of the World has never heard of Jesus

Thus, just because aperson knows about Jesus
Christ and Christianity doesnot mean hehasaclear
understanding of thegospel. Being aware Jesus
Christ existed and died on acrossisnot enough to
saveanyone. PeopleinAmericaare saturated with
thegospd message, yet it isstill often misunder-
stood. Thesemisunderstandingsareeven more
prevaent in areaswhere exposureto thegospel is
less.

Many peopleremain unreached dueto barriersin
language, geographiclocation or technical deficien-
cies. Othersare“happy” withtheir religionand do
not feel it necessary tolistento differing ideas.
Takeyoursdf, for example. Canyoutruly say you
havetaken thetimeto carefully examinethe other
major religions? If you haven't, how canyou
expect therest of theworld to carefully examine
Chridianity?

World'sM ajor Religions-1999

(number of adherentsin millions)

Atheist 2.4% 146
Non religious 12.8% 766
Islam 19.7% 1,179
Hinduism 14.5% 865
Protestantism 7.0% 416
All others 60.3% 3,608

100.0% 5,980

Important Note: Accurate Statistics

It should be understood that the numbersinthe
abovechart may not fully represent the actua
numbersin each of thesereligions. They areonly
cons dered approximates. Thevariousbooks|
looked at to find these numberssay that it isdifficult
to get aprecise count because most religionsdo not
maintain thesetypesof records. Evendifferent
groupswithin the Christian community hasvarious
methodsof identifying members, and asaresult, the
number of Christiansdiffer. Theabovechart,
however, doesprovideasolid ballpark ideaof the
world'sreligiousmakeup.

Interesting Side Note
A picture of one of our astronauts having fun.
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Signal of Need

Chapter: 13.09
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1984 -2002

Theflashing blueor red light ontop of an emer-
gency vehicleisasigna of need: Theemergency
could beafire, acrimeor apersonin physical
duress. Whenever you seetheflashinglight, you
know thereisaneed. Theflashinglightissymbolic
of something elsetoo. The speed at whichthelight
flashesisapproximately theaveragerateinwhich
peopleare dying and going to hell. That’sabout
1.7 peopleevery second. Of course, thereisno
wal of accurately knowing how many peopleare
dyingand goingto hell. Only God knowsfor
certain. We can, however, make some general
calculations based on factswedo have. (You'll
find the data and the calculations at the end of
the chapter.)

Based ontheworld spopulation, mortality rateand
an estimated number of truebelievers, ayearly
average can beestimated. Based onthisrate, here

ishow the numbersadd up:

1.68 per second

101 per minute

6048 per hour

145thousand per day

53million per year

3.7hillion per averagelifetime (70 years)

Aswithany statistic, itiseasy toforget each
number representsaperson, an eterna soul,
someonejust likeyou. Althoughwe cannot fully
comprehend it, God hasapersona and deep love
for each person. Theharvest truly isgreat and the
laborersarefew. Hosea4:6 says, “ For alack of
knowledge, my peopleperish.”

Thenext timeyou seeaflashing light, remember itis
symbolic of someoneenteringinto aChrist-less
eternity. Alsoremember, if it werenot for the
fathfulnessof another believer, that flashing light
would have been symbolic of your fate. The
flashing lightsare declaring aneed; aneed for usto
pray, give, and go.

How thestatisticswerederived

Itisdifficult to determinethe exact number of true
beieversintheworld. Therearemany that are
labeled“ Christian” because of the country they live
in. Othersview themselvesas Christianssmply
becausetheir parentswere Christiansor because
they attend achurch. Theonly way to determineif
apersonisatruebeliever isto comparetheir
method of salvation to what the Bibleteaches.

Using thisasaguideline, the number of truebeliev-
ershasbeen estimated around 340 million, but
could beaslow as230 million. Toprovidefor a
margin of error, wewill say thereare410 million
truebelievers. Evenif thereweretwiceasmany
true believers (820 million) the number of people
dying and going to hell would still behigh, around
1.57 instead of 1.68 per second.
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Thesourceof the mortality rate” (.883%) wasthe
CIAWbrld Fact Book, 2003. A mortality rate of
.883% meansthat 1 out of every 113 peopleinthe

worldwill diethisyear.

TheRaw Satistics

Number of peopleintheworld (as of Jan 2004)
Number of truebelievers

Number of non-believers

% of theworld’s populationwhichwill diethisyear
# of thenon-believerswho will diethisyear

# of secondsinayear

# of thenon-bdieverswho will die each second

6.339hillion
410million
5.989 hillion
.883%
52.9million
31,536,000
1.68
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What about the Seeking
and Sincere?

Chapter: 13.10
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1984 -2002

The platoon cautioudy moved downthetrail asthe
Americanssearched for theVietcong. Intelligence
reportsindicated that “ Charlie” had moved into the
DeTungvaley over thenight and weresettingup a
maor offensve. Suddenly, therewasthefamiliar
whistleand thenaydll, “Incoming!” Private Jack-
sondovefor cover asthe ground exploded around
him. It wasan ambush and hisplatoon wastaking
heavy casudties. AsJacksonjammed another clip
into hisM-16, he beganto realize he might not
makeit out of thisscrimmage. Hehad never given
God or death much thought in the past, but now his
thoughtswere consumed by them. He prayed,
“God, if you get meout of this, | promisetogoto
churchandliveagoodlife.”

This, of course, isthe classic exampleof “fox hole
religion.” Onthesurface, Private Jacksonwas
“seeking God” and “sincere.” However, history has

shownmost “fox hole’ conversonsproducelittle
lasting change. Thereismuch confusion surround-
ingwhat is“seeking” and“sincerity.” Anunder-
standing of theseissueswill helpyouinyour study
of theheathen.

From our research, wefound most evangelica
Christians agree personal acceptance of Jesus
Christisessentia to goto Heaven. Theoveral
consensuswasthisappliesto everyoneincluding
the heathen.

The question that causesthemost confusionand
heated controversy is, what will happentothe
person who starts seeking God, but isisolated from
the gospel ? IsGod obligated to send himthe
gospel ? Wefound the subject of the heathen pivots
around thisissue. However, theissueof “the
seeker” raisessomevery interesting problems.
More problemsare created than answered when
wesay God will providethe gospel to thosewho
areseeking. Thus, itisimportant for you to takean
in-depthlook at thistopic. Theremay be severa
problemsyou have not considered. (For more
information, refer to the chapter Breakdown of
View 2, Implication C.)
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The “ heathen” is not limited to some isolated jungle.
He could be your next door neighbor.

Aretherecertain factorsthat cause apersonto
want to seek God witha*“sincere” heart? If there
arecertainfactors, if they are applied to everyonein
theworld, would these factors cause more people
to seek God? Aswewill soon see, somefactors
doinfluence peopleto seek God, and thesefactors
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arenot evenly distributed. If they weremoreevenly
distributed throughout theworld, therewould be
many more Chrigtians.

Thereason aperson choosesto do good or bad
ultimately ssemsfrom the person’swill. Thisalso
appliesto whether aperson chooses Christ or not.
Therearemany factorsthat influence theformation
of aperson’swill. Twovery powerful influences
are parental support and peer pressure. Great
strength and guidance can beingtilledin children
during their formativeyears. Theway parentsbring
up their children playsamajor rolein how they turn
out. If aperson hashad solid parental support and
severa positiverolemodels, hewill choose, out of
hisfreewill, not to get involvedindrugs, premarital
sex, etc. No oneforceshim to make these deci-
sons, but othersinfluencehisvalues. However,
theseinfluencesa so canwork in anegativedirec-
tion. A personintheinner city whoispressured to
commit crimes probably will choose, out of hisfree
will, that typeof lifestyle. Statistically, alarge
percentage of inner-city children choosetolead a
lifeof violenceand crime.

Theconcluson may bedrawn that increased
exposuretoaChristian witnessand inter ces-
sory prayer can increasethenumber of believ-
ersinagiven area.

While parental guidance and peer pressureplay a
magjor rolein our value devel opment, wearedtill in
control of our destiny. Our responseisour respon-
sibility. Weare accountablefor our decisonsand
actions. Though influenced by others, wedtill
choose between right and wrong. Wecanbe
conditioned, but we cannot be controlled. When
standing before God, wewill be unableto say our
wrong choiceswere someoneel se' sfaullt.

A person’sdecisionto accept Christisalsoinflu-
enced by several factors. Again, parental guidance
and peer pressure play amajor role. Just asa

strong negativeinfluence canlead apersontoalife
of crime, astrong Christian examplecaninfluencea
persontodesire Christ. Inversely, aChristianwho
isbackdlidden and hypocritical may offend aperson
and turn him off to Christianity. Proverbssaysa
person offended isharder to reach than afortified
city. Jesus, when speaking of the hypocritical
Pharisees, saidtheir liveswere so offensivethat
many peoplewere kept from going to Heaven. In
Matthew, Jesussaid it waseasier for acamel to go
through the eye of aneedlethan for arich manto
gotoHeaven. Thisimpliesthat if thissamemandid
not have the stumbling block of hiswedlth, hemay
have chosen to accept Christ.

The sooner achildisexposed to aconsistent and
loving Christian example, the better hischancesof
becoming aChristian. Thisiswhy ahigher percent-
ageof Chrigtian childrenarefoundin Chrigtian
homesthanin atheist or Hindu homes. Themore
consistent theparentsarein their spiritual walk, the
better thechancesall their immediatefamily will be
Chrigtians. Chrigtian parents, though not dways
sengtivetothe Spirit or theneedsof their family,
dill influencethelivesof their children.

A nurse accidently put sulfuric acid in a new-born baby’s
eyes (instead of silver nitrate) causing permanent
blindness. Although the nurse was sincerein her effort,
she was sincerely wrong.

The conclusion may bedrawn that increased
exposureto aChristian witnessand intercessory
prayer canincreasethe number of believersinthat
givenarea. Areaswithastrong Christianwitness
have ahigh percentage of believerswhen compared
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to areaswith aweak Christian witness.

Whenlooking at theworld, we may question why
only 7% of the population has accepted Christ.
What reasons could explain thissmall percentage?
Asillugtrated above, Chrigtian parentshaveavery
high percentage of Christian children. Thus; it
cannot besaid that 7%isthe“norm.” Couldit be
that most of the peopleintheworld are not Chris-
tiansbecausethey havenot had Spirit-filled Chris-
tian parentsand peersguiding them and praying for
them? Isit possblethat they wereinfluenced by
their parentsand peersto choose valuesother than
Chrigt?

Pretend that 100 yearsago everyone onthe Earth
wasastrong Christian. These Christianswerevery
sengitiveand caring parents, spending alarge
amount of timein prayer and in meeting the needs
of their children. Two generationslater wearein
thepresent. All theorigind Christiansfrom 100
yearsago havedied, and the peopleliving today are
their children, and their children’schildren. What
percentage of theworld’ s population would be
Chrigtians? Would it be higher than 7%7? If we
admit thenumber of Christianswould behigherin
thissituation, then wehaveto concludethereare
peopledying and going to hell smply because of
thelr surroundings.

Origindly, wewerediscussing what will happento
the heathenwho are* seeking.” The question now
encompasses morethan just thepersonwhois
seeking. Everyonein hisformativeyearsmay have
the potentia of being opentothegospd. However,
ashegrowsolder, hisheart hardens and becomes
lessreceptive. Atthispoint, heisnot unreachable,
but just lessresponsive.

|
Why arethereso many placesin theworld
with few or no Christians? Isit becausethere
areno “seekers’ in theselocationsor smply
because no one hastaken them the gospel ?

God might makeafew exceptionsin sending the
gospel to aspecific seeker. However, asagenera
rule, theevidence strongly suggestsHewill not do
that for theworld. Thus, now thequestionis, what
will happento the 3 billion peoplewho have not
“heardthegospel?” They will only hear the gospel
if wetaketheinitiativeto bringit tothem. There-
fore, our attention must not befocused on thefew
withwhom God might make specid intervention,
but rather onthebillionswhowill goto Hell unless
wereach them.

Wheredoesall thislead? It leadstothis
sobering fact; people have goneand aregoing to
Héell needlesdy. Thereisnothingwe can do about
thosealready in Hell, but thereis somethingwecan
do about those who are on their way now.

Although God seemsto have chosento limit
Himsalf by using human vesselsto spread the
salvation message, Hehasnot |eft usto dothejob
alone. Thereal power isnot our lives, but God
flowingthrough our lives. Wearelikeapipethat
carries God' s power, and wherever we go, wetake
the supernatural, heart-changing power of God.
The*written” Word, the Bible, and the* living”
Word, Christ livinginus, arethe catalyststhat draw
peopleto Christ. Itisthe power of the Word of
God and our prayersthat will melt hardened hearts
andinfluence peopleto desire God.
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Parental I nfluence

Chapter: 13:11
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1984 -2002

Asl mentioned in other chapters, it appearsthat
exposureto thewritten Word (Bible), theliving
Word (theBiblelivinginour lives), and prayer
increasesaperson’slikelihood of becominga
Chrigtian. Statigtically, thisisbacked up by thefact
that areaswith high concentrationsof Christians
have ahigher number of new believersand areas
with alow number of Christianshavealow number
of new Chridtians.

Thereasonthisissueisimportant isbecauseit
affectstheway wewill respondtotheworld's
needs. If exposureto thethreethingslisted above
doesnot increase aperson’slikelihood of becoming
aChristian, thenwedo not need to sacrificialy give
to send moremissionaries. Howevey, if thesethree

itemsdoincreaseaperson’slikelihood of becoming
aChristian, then peoplearegoing to Hell because
of an absenceof thesethreethings. Therefore, if
thisistrue, we should make every effort to bring the

gospel messageto them.

Many people (understandably) fedl it would be
unfair for God to decrease aperson’slikelihood of
becoming aChristian smply becausehedidn’tlive
inan areawherethe gospel wasreadily available.
Yet, these same peopl e probably fedl that exposing
their childrento solid Christianteaching will increase
their child'slikelihood of becoming aChristian.
Thisiswhy so many of them buy bookson child
rearing and ask friendsfor advice. They aso spend
agreat dedl of timeprayingfor their children, asking
Godto preparetheir heartsto become Christians.

If exposureto the gospel doesnot increasea
person’slikelihood of becoming aChristian, thenall
of theextrameasuresthese parentsaretaking are
not necessary. Childrenborninsolid Christian
homesareno morelikely to become Christiansthan
childrenbornin atheist or Buddhist homes. Infact,
Christian parents should not expect any of their
childrento become Chrigtians. Statisticaly, only
oneout of every 14 people (7%) intheworld ever
becomeaChrigtian.

Yet, itisobviousthat children of Christian parents
aremuch morelikely to become Christiansthan the
children of non-Christian parents. Thisissomething
even the casual observer can see. Isthere, how-
ever, any clinical proof of thisinfluence? Unfortu-
nately, | don’t know of any comprehensive study
involving thousandsof familiesthat would clearly
provethisinfluence. Thereisonestudy, however,
that comparesthe offspring of thee ghteenth
century American evangdist, Jonathan Edwards,
with hisAmerican contemporary, Max Jukes, a
drunkard of ill repute.

Edward’sdescendantsinclude 100 preachersor
missionaries, 13 college presidents, 3U.S. Sena-
tors, 30 judges, 60 doctors, 60 prominent authors,
and oneU.S. Vice President. Jackson’soffspring
included 200 thievesand murderers, and 90
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prostitutes. | am not saying parentd influences
weretotally reponsiblefor thediffering legacies.
I’m suregeneticsand cultura factorsasoplayeda
part. However, | believethefirm family foundation
Edwardsestablished lasted for several generations.

Thelifeof William Carey, pioneer missonary to
Bengdlis, drivesthispoint home. Carey wasan
incredibly successful missonary whoselifeinflu-
enced hundredsto becomemissionaries. Yet, it
appears heworked so hard onthe Lord svineyard
hisownvineyard suffered.

DanAlban, . whowrote histhessonWilliam
Carey, saysCarey’sgreat work on reaching thelost
was" at theexpense of hisown family’sspiritua
well-being.” Alban saysCarey “spent somuchtime
inministeringand solittletimedisciplining hisown
sonsthat their father may aswell have been Max
Jakes.” Alban saysthat athough most of Carey’s
descendantsare not prostitutesor murderers, only a
few descendants are known to have attended
Bible-believing Churches. (Source: Power for
Living, March 29, 1998)

If we conclude aparent can increasethelikelihood
of their children to become Christians, we haveto
concludewecanincreasethelikelihood of othersin
theworld to become Christians. Thismeanswe
need to send missionariesto thosewho are dtill
without thegospel.

Isit“fair” that peoplebornin non-evangelized areas
of theworldwill probably goto Hell? Inmy
opinionitisnot“fair” atal. | don't likethisdoc-
trineand | don'tliketeachingit. | havegreat
difficulty inunderstanding how a*loving God” could
dosuchathing. Therearetimesit makesmeangry.

Yet, whoam| totell God Almighty Heiswrong?
What right do |, thissmall piece of dust, haveto
criticizethe Creator of theuniverse? It doesnot
matter what feelsright or fair. The only thing that
mattersiswhat doesthe Biblesay? My parents
pastor oncesaid, “I don’t dwaysagreewith
everythingthat isintheBible, but | know who's
wrong.”

If the BibleisGod'sinspired Word (which | believe
itis), wearethen obligated to follow itsteaching.
Although| don'tlikeit, the Bible doesclearly teach
thisdoctrine. Trust me, | am not biased toward this
teaching. If anything, | anbiased againstit. Yet, |
have cometo the conclusion we must compl etely
follow theentire Bibleor noneof it. Besidesbeing
clearly taught intheBible, thisdoctrineisaso
backed up statistically. | haveachoice: | caneither
criticize God for what | percelveasunfairnessor |
can accept it and spend my time and energy bring-
ing the gospd tothosewho aretill without it.

Footnote: Sour ceof the study concer ning M ax
Jukeand William Carey

-Power for Living, March 29, 1998

-The Jukes: A study in Crime, Pauperism,
Disease, and Heredity by Richard LouisDugdae
(Published by Putnam's Sonsin 1877 and Arno
Pressin 1970)

-The Main of Genius by Cesare Lombroso’s
(Publishedin 1891)
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TheValue of the Soul

Chapter: 13:12
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1984 -2002

Thestranger snapped out hisswitchbladeashe
approached Terry. “Givemeyour shoes!” he
ordered. “Givemeyour shoesor I’ || degp-six
yah.” Growing up onthe East Side of Detroit,
Terry had learned early not to let people push him
around. Besides, hismom hadjust given himthese
Reebok shoes|ast week and he was not about to
let someonetakethem away.

Staring directly into the stranger’seyes, Terry
responded, “ Youtalk thetalk, can youwalk the
wak?’

Thestranger, thrusting theknifeinto Terry’schest,
said, “ Ya, | canwalk thewalk, but I’m going to do
itinyour shoes.”

Thisisagood exampleof total disrespect for
humanlife. Tokill someonefor a$45 pair of shoes
issenseless. Two thousand yearsago therewas
another display of total disrespect for humanlife.
Jesus Christ was murdered because some people
wereoffended by Hisrighteousliving. Whileit may
seem that Jesuswaskilled by peoplewho placed
litlevaueonhumanlife, Heactudly gaveup His
life because of the value He placed on our souls.

What isthe value God placeson asoul ? What
would cause Christ to allow Himself to be stripped
of Hisroyalty and damned for our transgressions?
Thoughwewill never be ableto comprehend why
Helovesus, we should try to grasp the depth of
Hislovefor us. Mr. Otto, in hissong Looking
Through His Eyes, expresseshisdesireto seethe
world asthough hewerelooking through God's
eyes. Ottowrites, “... for if oncel could seethis
worldtheway You seeit, | just know I’ d serveyou
morefathfully.” Althoughwemay besmal and
insgnificant when compared totheuniverse, Godis
still moved by theplight of our lost souls. Imagine
how motivated wewould beto reach othersfor
Christif wetruly viewed our “equals’ with God's
compassion.

Craig had becomealittlecareless. Now, alapsein
good judgment had gotten him in some minor
trouble. ThiswasCraig'sfirst brushwiththelaw,
but because hewasin themilitary, he had to spend
afew monthsinthe“BigHouse.” Although Craig
awaysknew hisChrigianfamily loved him, he
never knew the depth of their love until hewent to
prison.

When hefirst brokethe newsto hisfamily, he
expected them to be critical because of hiswrong-
doing and the shame he had brought onthem. To
hissurprise, instead of turning their backson him,
they ralied around him. They organized asupport
network to betherein histimeof need. Thefamily
flew hafway acrossthecountry tovisit him. They
kept in continua communication by phoneand mail.
TheU.S. Mail and AT& T posted record earnings
thosemonths. Theblock Sgt. would often shake
hisheadinunbelief asCraigreceived hisdaily
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Breakdown of theuniver seshowingthe
magnitude of the God who created it.
(Source: National Geographic, June 1983)

Planet
Likeplanet Earth

Solar System
Planetsand Sun(s)

Galaxy

100'sof billionsof stars(or solar
systems) ineach galaxy.

Galaxy Cluster
1000's(avg.) of galaxy ineach galaxy
clusters

Super cluster

1000's(avg.) of galaxy clustersineach
super clusters

Super cluster clusters

100's(avg.) of super clustersineach
super-clusters-cluster

Known Universe

Perhapshbillionsof super clustersinthe
universe. (Since, asof yet, thereisno
known endtotheuniverse, someof these
numbersare partidly speculative.)

bundleof mail. AlthoughCraig’'s
family did not approve of what he
did, they till loved and cared for
him. Comparing the support he
received to what the other prisoners
recelved, Craigredlized just how
much hisfamily truly didlovehim.

Although Craigknew hisfamily
loved him beforethis, hedid not
comprehend the depth of their love
until hesaw thelengthstowhichthey
went to helphim. Likewise, weare
not ableto comprehend the depth of
God'slovefor usuntil weseethe
lengthstowhich Hehasgoneto help
us. Many of ushavenot given
enough thought to how much God
lowered Himself when Hecameto
saveus. Weneed afull appreciation
of how great Godreally is. When
thisredlity setsin, our heartswill
overflow with declarationsof “How
Great ThouArt” aswe praiseand
worshipHim.

Satically, takeoffsarethemost
dangerouspart of flying. Despite
thispreciousgem of information, |
dtill lovetakeoffsmorethanany
other part of flying. Although| have
flown dozensof times, | am continu-
aly awed by how inggnificant | fedl
as| look down and seethecities
ghrinking below me. Peering out the
window, thehomesturninto dol
houses, then match boxesand finally
totiny specks. Millionsof houses
and carscanbeseeninasingle
glance. Flyingisareminder of the
greatness of God and the complexity
of Hisawareness. Godisnot only
personally aware of and concerned
withmy problems, Heispersonally
awareof dl theproblemsinthe
world.
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If we could travel in space, wewould seecitiesand
statesaslittle morethan specks. Eventualy our
planet and sunwould beindistinguishablefromthe
trillionsof starsinour universe. Yet, Godislarger
and more powerful thantheuniverseHehas
created.

Our narrow view of God'sgreatnessisoften
perpetuated by the humanness of our world leaders.
The President of the United States, for example, is
apowerful manin chargeof agreat nation. Yet, he
isstill ahumanwith thesamelimitationsasyouand
I. Wemust be careful not to minimize God's
greatnesssimply because He hastaken apersona
interest inour minusculeworld. Our concept of His
greatnessisoften soinaccurate, itisaninsult to
Him.

Godisawareof every activity intheuniverse. Not
only doesHe know when asparrow falsfromthe
sky totheground, Heisalso aware of asupernova
collapsinginthefarthest corner of theuniverse.
Playing chessrequiresmuch concentrationto
maintain an awareness of each chesspiece. Thisis
especidly trueif you arethinking several moves
ahead of your present play. However, when playing
3-D chess(movement of pieceson three chess-
boards) keeping track of all the piecesbecomes
overwhelming for most people. Godisnot only
awareof every atomintheuniverseHeiscontrol-
ling them. Although our mindsbecomenumbwhen
exposed to such vast numbers, we must striveto
grasp an appreciationfor our Almighty God.

God hasapersona interest in many creaturessuch
asanimasand angels. Yet, Hehaschosentotreat
ushumans special. He haschosento become
marriedto us. Godisnot just asking usto cometo
Heaven and be Hisfriends, Hewantsto share
everythingwith us, even the persond intimacy of
marriage. God invitesusto enjoy aposition that
eventheangelscannot share. Itisbeyond human
reasoning to understand why wewere chosen for
thishonor, but wewere.

Many peopledo not appreciate thefact that God
lovesus. They assumethat loveisjust natural for

God. A tribe, whose name means*” The People,”
liveinaremotejunglein Brazil. Althoughthey seem
primitiveand crude by our standards, they feel the
world revolvesaround them. Whentold that God
loved them, they responded, “ Of course He does,
weare ThePeople!” Prideknowsno barriers.

The contrast between the greatnessof God's
royaty and thehumiliation He experienced when
becoming amanisprofound. Ashumans, wehave
adifficult time comprehending the sacrifice Jesus
endured just to becomelikeus. Asgreat asthis
sacrificewas, itissmall compared to what tran-
spired onthecross. More happened to Jesusthan
just physical torture, Hewas spiritually damned.
God looked at Jesus asthough Jesushad actually
committed our sins. God then punished Jesus
spiritually for each of thesesins.

Before Jesuswent to the cross, He prayed inthe
garden of Gethsemane. Luke22:44 statesthat He
began to sweat dropsof blood. Intensestresscan
causethesmall capillariesinthe skinto break and
blood emerges. The stress Jesuswasexperiencing
was not from the anti cipation of being mobbed and
killed. Hewasunder stressbecause Hewas about
to experience something that He had never experi-
enced before. Hewas about to be separated from
the Father.

When Jesuswas hanging on the cross, the sky
darkened and Jesuscried out, “My God, my God,
why hast thou forsakenme?’ God, the Father, had
to turn Hisback on Jesus because of our sins. The
Separation and spiritual damnation Jesusendured
indicatesthe depth of love God hasfor usand the
value He has placed on our soul.

Andrae Crouch, in hissong, | Don't Know Why
JesusLoved Me, writes, “Heleft Hismighty throne
inglory, just to bring usredemption story.” Itwas
thesewordsthat caused meto dedicatemy lifeto
reaching theworldfor Christ. If God waswillingto
step down from Hismighty thronefor me, theleast

| can doisstep down fromthethrone of my lifeand
giveHim completecontrol.
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Questionsand Answers

Chapter: 13.13
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1984 -2002

Question 1: Who arethe heathen?

When the subject of the* heathen” isbrought up, it
isusually considered one of thosetheol ogical
guestionsthat isfunto discuss, but thereisnoreal
answer. Whileit may betruethat no onecan
dogmaticaly say what will happento the heathen,
thissubject isonly astepping stoneto an even
larger problem. Thisproblem doesconcernyou,
and you can do something about it.

Studying the heathen requiresyou take acloselook
at theBiblical planof savation. Thisintimate
understanding of the gospel messageisessential.
Thisconcept of how God can makeasinner holy
will increaseyour understanding of how God will
dedl withtheworld. Youwill soonredizethe
dilemmaof the heathen (apersonwhoiswithout the
gospel) isnot limited toasmall group of natives
livinginaremotejungle.

Most theworld spopulationisstill “without the
gospel,” thus God must deal with them thesame
way He dealswith the heathen. Sincethedestiny of
theworldisthe sameasthat of the heathen, itis
important to understand how God will dedl withthe

heathen. Itisnotimportant if you definemost of the
world asheathen. Itisimportant though, for youto
understand that most of theworld iswithout the
gospd just asthenativeinaremotejungle, and just
aslost.

Thesunwould be setting in acouple of hours, so
Keven decided to end hishunt and head back to his
car. Hehad awaysbeen proud of hisheritage as
part ApacheIndian. Thememoriesof hisgrandfa-
ther taking him out hunting weretreasures. Keven's
“Indian blood” madehimfed secureinhistracking
abilitiesno matter wherehewent. This7000 acre
forest wasno exception.

AsKeven headed back, heran across another
hunter and they begantalking. “Whereareyou
heading?’ the hunter asked. “I parked south of
here by Highway 38 and Haggered Road,” Keven
said pointing North. “I don’t know,” the hunter
sad. “I think southisthat way,” pointinginthe
oppositedirection. Kevenbristled. Sensing
Keven'sstubborn pride, the hunter placed his
compasson astump. Sureenough, the hunter was
correct, Keven had been heading inthewrong
direction. Kevenwaslost and did not even know
it.

Many peopleinthisworld arelost spiritually and do
not evenknow it. A personlivingindegpsinusualy
realizeshisunworthinessand understandshis
probable condemnation. Thereare many people,
though, who pridethemsealvesin being good and
moral. They feel becausethey are*better than
most people,” they should be allowed into Heaven.
These*good” peoplearethe hardest toreach for
Christ. Beforethey can bedirected to Christ, you
must first convincethemthey arelost.

Question 2: Isit necessary for those peoplewho
have never heard the gospel to personally accept it?

If Godisgoing to makeaspecia exceptionand
allow the heathen into Heaven, it would be better
not to send missionaries. If these peopleare




BibleHelp.org

already going to Heaven, wewould be doing them
adisservice by giving them the opportunity toreject
Chrigt, thussending themto Hell. TheBibleisclear
and straight forward on thefact that al humansare
sinnersand areresponsiblefor their actions. The
book of Romansteachesthat apersonwho sins
without thelaw will bejudged without thelaw. A
heathen will not beresponsiblefor thelight that he
doesnot have, but hewill be held accountablefor
themoral standard he does have.

Every person, evenif hedoesnot haveaBible, has
a“moral standard” writteninhisheart, abasic
knowledgeof right andwrong. Thoughthis
standardislower than God's perfect standard, the
Bible, man still cannot maintainit. Althoughit may
vary from person to person, everybody hasa
standard they try to uphold, and all menviolatethis
standard. Jamesteachesif you know you should
do somethingand youdo not doit, itissin. When
God doesjudgethe heathen, it will beaccordingto
thestandard they have. Therefore, being without
thelaw (the Bible) does not exclude the heathen
from beingjudged. Hewill still havetogivean
account for snscommitted against hismoral
standard and the Bible saysthat the penalty for this
sniseternd damnation.

Thebook of Ephesians statesthat the gentiles
before Christ wereisolated fromthe Jewish salva-
tion, “ having no hope” and “without God.” Thus,
the present day heathen are not the only group of
peoplegoing to hell even though they have never
heard the salvation message. These“Old Testa-
ment heathen” alsowent to hell. (For moreinfor-
mation, refer to chapter Breakdown of View 1,
ImplicationA.)

Question 3: How much of theworld hasnot heard
aclear presentation of the gospel ?

Approximately 7% of theworld’s popul ation has
accepted the gospel message. Itisestimated that
50% of theworld’s popul ation does not know of
Jesus Christ, and 75% of theworld doesnot havea
clear understanding of the gospel message. (For

moreinformation, refer to the chapter “Most of the
World has not Heard the Gospel.”)

Question 4: How much of theworld speaks
English?

L ooking at the geographic sizeand influence of
countriessuch asthe United States, Canada,
Englandand Austraia, it iseasy tofeel that avast
majority of theworld speaksEnglish. Incontrast,
though, only 8.5% of theworld speaks English.

8.5% (514 million)

SOURCE: Book of Facts 2000, World Alminac, and
Ethnologue

Question 5: If apersonis*”seeking” (living upto
thelight that he has) will God continueto send him
morelight until either he accepts Christ or stops
seeking?

Wemust ask ourselvesif thereareactualy afew
caseswhen apersoninanisolated location hasa
pure heart in hissearch for God? TheBiblesays,
“no one seeksafter God.” Doesthat mean no one
hasalonging and desirefor God? No, God has
created aGod-sizevacuuminsideeveryone. Thisis
why no matter whereyou gointheworld youwill
findreligions. Obvioudly, the phrase*® no one seeks
after God” does not mean man lacksalonging or
desirefor God. Yet, man aso hasanatura ten-
dency, or desire, to movetoward thingsthat are
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contrary to God. It appearsthat theseverseswhich
say no one seeks God are actually sayingman’s
desireto want God isover-powered by hisdesire
tofulfill hisselfish pleasures. Accordingtothe
Bible, thenatural man does not seek God, at least
not inthe sense of God becoming “ obligated” to
send himthegospel. (For moreinformation, refer to
chapter “What about the Seeking and Sncere,”
and the Chapter “Breakdown of View 2", Implica-
tionC.)

Question 6: Isittruethat al of the peoplewho
have stayedintheir religion arenot sincereand
werenot living upto thelight they have?

Thereareover 5,000 different religionsintheworld
today. Most of these people havelivedther entire
livesnever knowing anything but their religionand
sincerdly fed they havethecorrect religion. Infact,
some of these people appear to be much more
sincereand devout than most of usChristians. Are
these peoplenot living up to thelight they have?

Cults, especidly, thrive on attracting “ sincere”
people. They appeal especidly tothosewho are
looking for more, and have not founditinthe
churchesthey areattending. Yet, when cult mem-
bersdoleavetheir cults, they usualy donotjoin
another church. Thisindicatesthey did not leave
their cults because God wasleading them out, at
least inthe sense that they were seeking and God
pointed themto thetruegospd. Instead, they
usudly leaveasaresult of disllusonment, or
fedingsof betraya. (For moreinformation, refer to
the chapter “ Breakdown of View 2,” Implication
H.)

Question 7: Why arethere some placesinthe
worldwithahigher concentration of Christiansand
other placeswith few or no Christians?

Thisisavery good question and one of the stron-
gest arguments supporting thefact that the heathen
aregoingto hell. If hearing the gospel was depen-
dent on asincere heart and seeking spirit, then God

would send the gospel to everyonewho was
sincereand seeking. Thus, wewould expect tofind
an even proportion of Christiansthroughout the
world sincethedistribution of peoplewho are
seeking and sincere should beeven. Yet, thisisnot
what wefind. Theplaceswithastrong Christian
witnessand more opportunity to hear the gospel
have ahigher concentration of Christians, andvice
versa. Theonly reasonfor thisuneven proportionis
becausetheavailability of the gospel increasesthe
number of Christiansinthat given area, not the
sincerity of thepeople. (For moreinformation,
refer to the chapter “ Breakdown of View 2,”
Implication G)

Question 8: How many languages havethe
Bible?

Out of the 6703 languagesknown, only 320 (5%)
havethewholeBible. 2327 (35%) haveat least
oneverseof theBible. (For moreinformation, look
at thechart on “trandation needs’ in the chapter
“Why Sudy the Heathen.”)

5% with the Bible

32% with at
|east one book of
theBible

SOURCE: Bible Translation Needs, Bulletin 3, 1996, and
Ethnologue 1996
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Question 9: Hasanyoneever died and goneto
Héll that could have goneto Heaven if hehad been
givenaclear presentation of the heart-melting

gospel?

Thisisanother important question because, if the
answer wereyes, it would mean that peopleare
needlesdy goingto hell. Thefact that thedistribu-
tion of Christiansthroughout theworldisso dispro-
portionateindicatesthat agreat multitude of people
remain non-Christiansonly because the gospel has
not been presented to them. There seemsto be
severd prominent factorslimiting peoplefrom
becoming Christians. Thefirst factor, which has
already been discussed, isthat Christiansare not
taking the gospel messageto therest of theworld.
Another factor isthat much of the* gospel message’
being preached today isbeing watered down with
worksor other falsedoctrines. Last, many people
areturned off to Christianity because of hypocritica
Christianswho are stumbling blocks. Oncea
person has been turned off to Chrigtianity itisvery
hard to reach himwiththegospel. TheBiblesays
that aperson offended isharder toreachthana
fortified city.

Thus, peoplearegoing to hell needlesdy. Hosea
saysthat for a“lack of knowledge my people
perish.” Ezekiel statesif wedo not go and warnthe
wicked, they “will diein[ther] iniquities.” In
Ephesians, the Old Testament gentileswho did not
haveachanceto beapart of the Jewishreligionare
spoken of asbeing “without God” and “ having no
hope.” 1 Corinthians statesthat somehaveno
knowledge of God and thisisto our shame. What
doesit mean when Jesus statesthe“ harvest ispast
andthelaborersarefew”? Couldit mean people
areneedlesdy goingto Hell becausethejob of
reaching theworldisnot being accomplished?
Couldit meanif therewereenough Chrigtians
willing to do thejob, therewould befewer people
goingto Hell? (For moreinformation, refer to the
chapter Breakdown of View 1, Implication C.)

Question 10: If apersoninaremote and hard-

to-reach areais seeking thetrue God, will God use
somesupernatural means(such asanangel or voice
from heaven) to reach himwith the gospel ?

We are not aware of any passagesinthe Biblethat
say God will use methods other than humans
preaching the gospel to spread the salvation mes-
sage. God hasused supernatural methods(i.e.,
angels, visons, etc.) to do other tasks, but whenit
comesto sharing the gospel messageit appears
God has chosen to usethe human element. It
pleases God to use the“foolishness of preaching”
by peoplelikeoursalvesto deliver thesdvation
message. Throughout the Bible, God has used
angelsand even animalsto perform variousduties,
yet these have never included preaching thesalva
tion message. For example, Balaam'sasswasused
towarn Balaam, but not to present the salvation

message.

We are not downplaying the power of God or
saying He doesnot do supernatural thingsinthis
present age. Hewill use Hissupernatural powers
to enable usto spread the gospel message. Hewill
alter circumstancesto bring opportunitiesthat we
would not normally have. However, thesemiracles
do not comeautomatically. James5:16,17 states
we can do the samemighty thingsthat Elijah did,
but it requiresfervent prayer. Mark 9:29 says
certainthingscan only bedoneby “prayer and
fasting.” Thelivesthroughwhich God smighty
Spirit flowsarethosethat are sanctified and dedi-
cated to fervent prayer. When reaching thosewho
arewithout the gospel, again, God choosesto
channel Hispower through humans. AsChristians
moveinto new frontiers, God preparestheway.
The prayersof missionariesand their supporters
can causedynamic miraclesto take place.

ThereareplacesintheBiblethat talk about God
reaching out to the non-believer. However, these
people had already been exposed to the Word of
God or somebeliever. A coupleof examplesare
Corndliusand the Ethiopian eunuch. Thewritten
Word, the Bible, and thelivingWord, Chrigtians,
arethemagjor toolsused by the Spirit. (For more
information, refer to “ Breakdown of View 1,”
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ImplicationB.)

Question 11: Doesthe person who hasmore
exposureto the gospel have agreater chance of
becoming aChristian than the personwho haslittle
Or No exposure?

Asdiscussed earlier, exposureto the gospel seems
to play amgjor rolein whether agroup of people
will become Chrigtians. Themoreapersonis
exposed to the heart-melting message of the gospe,
the greater the chance hewill becomeaChristian.
Our physical world demonstratesthe power and
influence of exposure. Anexampleof thispower is
the disease, malaria. The moreyou are exposed to
the protozoan parasite called sporozoite, the higher
your chanceswill beof coming downwithmaaria
If exposuredid not increase aperson’s chance of
becoming aChristian, wewould expect tofind the
same percentage of Christian childrenin Christian
homesaswedo in atheist homes (or Buddhist
homes, etc.). This, however, isnot what wefind.
TheBible speaksof it being easier for acamel togo
through the eye of aneedlethan for arichmanto
gotoHeaven. IstheBiblesaying money playsa
partinaperson’sspiritual destiny? Isit possible
that thissamerich man may havegoneto Heaveniif
hewerenot rich? (For moreinformation, refer to
the chapter “ Breakdown of View 2,” Implication
F)

Question 12: If I do not go and reach thelost,
will God send someonee sein my place?

L uke statesthat the harvest isgreat, but thelabor-
ersarefew. Thus, it appearstherearenot enough
willing Christiansto get thejob done. Most of the
world has not heard the gospel messageonly
because not enough people havegone. Hosea
saysthat because of a*lack of knowledge, my
peopleperish.” And, Ezekidl statesthat if wedo
not warnthewicked, they will perish. TheBible
seemsto stateclearly if wedo not go, neither will

anyoneelseand thejob will not get done. (For
moreinformation, refer to the chapter “ Breakdown
of View 1,” Implication C, and the chapter “ Break-
down of View 2,” Implication|.)

Question 13:  If the heathen doesgo to Hell, how
doesGod justify sending himthere?

Godisjustinsending anyonewho hassinned to
Héll. Infact, Hisholy and righteous nature requires
that al sinbepunishedtoitsfullest extent. God
cannot overlook sin. Theonly peoplealowedinto
Heaven arethose who have had their sinswashed
away by the blood of theLamb (JesusChrist). If a
person dieswithout ever personaly accepting Jesus
Chrigt, hewill goto Hell, despitewherehelives,
whether inthe USA or thedarkest jungle.

Some people have questioned the “fairness’ of God
for condemning the heathento Hell. They say,
“How can God send a person to Hell who has not
heard of Him, let alone ever rejected Him? How
can aheathen be held accountablefor something he
hasnever heard?’ First, apersonisnot con-
demnedto Hell for “rejecting Christ,” heiscon-
demnedtoHdll for hissin. If the heathen was sent
to Hell only because hergected Chrigt, it would be
better to cal al missionarieshomeand stop all
evangelism. If apersonisgoingto Heavenuntil he
rgjects Christ, sending himamissionary only allows
him the opportunity toreject Christ and goto Hell.

Romans statesthat they who livewithout the law
will bejudged without thelaw. Inother words, a
personwill not be held responsiblefor keeping a
standard of which heisunaware. However, each
person does have astandard hetriesto live by and
because he hasviolated even thisstandard, hewill
gotoHell. Thesesinsaretheonesfor which hewill
beheld accountable. (For moreinformation, refer
to the chapter “Breakdown of View 1,” Implication
A)
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Question 14:  If the heathen goesto Hell, will he
receivethe same punishment asthe person who has
heard aclear gospel presentation and rejected it?
In other words, arethere degrees of punishmentin
Hdl?

Just astherearelevelsof rewardsin Heaven, there
seemsto be degreesof punishmentinHell. The
severity of aperson’s punishment dependson how
much*“light” hehad and what hedidwithit. In
Romans, it saysif aperson doesnot havethelaw
(theBible) hewill be“judged without thelaw.” As
stated in question #13, if aperson hastheBible, he
will beresponsiblefor livingup toitsmora stan-
dards. If hedoesnot havethelaw, hewill not be
judged by themora standardthat it contains.
However, hewill bejudged for not living uptothe
moral standardsetched in hisheart, and the stan-
dardsshownto himthrough nature. Therewill be
two judgmentsfor theworld: The*Judgment Seat
of Christ” andthe*White Throne Judgment.” The
Judgment Seat of Christisfor Christians. Oncea
person acceptsthe gospel of Christ, hiseterna
destiny isnolonger inquestion. Therefore, this
judgment isfor thedistribution of rewards. The
White Throne Judgment isfor non-believers. After
thisjudgment they will besenttoHell. Thisjudg-
ment will probably determinethe degree of punish-
ment. (For moreinformation, refer to the chapter
“Breakdown of View 1,” ImplicationD.)

Question 15:  Arethereany examplesof God
exercisng Hisholinessabove Hislove?

Yes, thereareexamples. TheBibleclearly states
that God lovesall theworld and He desiresthat no
oneshould perish. Yet, despiteHislovefor the
world, God still must uphold Hisrighteousness.
Ephesians2:12 saysthat during Old Testament
times, everyonewho was not part of the Jewish
religionwent toHell. Many of these people never
had achanceto hear the salvation message. The
story of Noah isanother good example. God hates
thesinsthat man commits, but Hetill lovesthe
sinner. Yet, inthedaysof Noah, God wasforced

to exerciseHisholinessabove Hislove.

Question 16: Arethereany examplesthat portray
a“religious’ person going to Hell becausehehas
not personally accepted Jesus Christ ashissavior?

Yes, thereareseveral examples. “Religion,” inand
of itself, doesnot bring aperson any closer to God.
In John 3, Jesustold Nicodemus, areligious|eader
of the Jews, if hewasnot born again, hewould not
enter Heaven. Matthew 7:1 says, that, “ not every-
onewho saithuntome*Lord, Lord’ shal enter into
thekingdom of Heaven.” Theseversesillustrate
religion doesnot get apersoninto heaven. Genesis
4 containsthestory of Cainand Abel. Although
God loved them both, Herg ected Cain’s sacrifice
and accepted Abel’s. Thereason God accepted
onesacrifice and rejected the other isextremely
important. Abel’ssacrificewasablood sacrifice
that was symbolic of the death of Christ, theblood
covering and cleansing our sins. Cain’'ssacrifice
wasan offering of fruit, symbolic of manusing
worksto cover hissinsand to reach out to God.
No matter how good our religion may be, if salva-
tionisnot completely based ontheblood of Christ,
itisworthless.
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Quick Visual Aid of the5

main Views

Chapter: 13.14
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1984 -2002

To help you obtain aquick visua understanding of
how thefiveviewsdiffer, we have created aflow
chart. Whenyou look at theflow chart, smply
beginat the* START HERE” marker and then
proceed until you end at either the*HEAVEN” or
“HELL” marker. Firgt, torefresh your memory, the
fiveviewsarelisted again onthe next page.

View 1

View 2

View 3

View 4

View5

Every personisaccountablefor hissins,
and unlesshehaspersonally accepted
Jesus Christ ashissavior, hewill goto
Hell and be punished for thosesins.

Personal acceptance of JesusChristis
essential for apersonto havehissins
forgiven. If apersonisseeking (living
up tothelight that he has) God will then
sendaChristiantohim.

Sameasview 2, except if thereareno
Chrigtiansavailable, God will sendthe
gospel messageto the seeker viaa
“supernatura” method (i.e. anangd or a
voicefrom Heaven, etc.).

If aperson*livesuptothelight hehas,”
Godwill dlow himinto Heaven.
Personal acceptance of JesusChristis
not essential for the personwho has
never heard the gospel.

Every person who hasnot heard the
gospel will bedlowedinto Heaven.
Personal acceptance of JesusChristis
not essential for the personwho has
never heard the gospel.
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Breakdown to View 1

Chapter: 13.14-a

Every personisaccountablefor hissins, and unlesshe has personally accepted Jesus
Christ ashisSavior, hewill gotoHell to be punished for thosesins.

No Yes
-— Has he accepted the gospel? -

Has he heard the gospel?
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Breakdown to View 2

Chapter: 13.14-b

Personal acceptance of Jesus Christ isessential for apersonto havehissinsforgiven. If a
personisseeking (living up to thelight that he has), God will then bring aChrigtianto him.

Yes
Has he accepted the gospel? .

Has he heard the gospel?

an

Has he lived up to the light that he had:
inner conscience and nature?

Yes

Y

God will provide him the gospel
through a Christian. God will not
use some "supernatural” means such
as an angel or a voice from Heaven.

!

Has he accepted the gospel
that was shown him?

= M < » m I

Yes
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Breakdown to View 3

Chapter: 13.14-c

SameasView 2, except if thereare no Christiansavailable, God will send the gospel
messageto the"seeker” viaa" supernaturd” method (i.e. anangel or avoicefrom Heaven).

No

Has he accepted the gospel?

Yes

Has he heard the gospel?

lNo

Has he lived up to the light that he had:

inner conscience and nature?

Yes
Y

God will provide him the gospel,
even i it is via some "'supernatiral’
means such as an angel, a voice from
Heaven or some other "supernatural”

process.

\

Has he accepted the gospel
that was shown him ?

Yes
H
=
A
V
=
N

ves
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Breakdown to View 4

Chapter: 13.14-d

If aperson"livesuptothelight that hehas," God will alow himinto Heaven. Persond
acceptance of Jesus Christ isnot essential for the person who has never heard the gospel.

Yes
Has he accepted the gospel? .

Has he heard the gospel?

an

Has he lived up to the light that he had: | Y*S
inner conscience and nature?

= MM < P» m I
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Breakdown to View 5

Chapter: 13.14-e

Every person who hasnot heard the gospel will be allowed into Heaven. Personal accep-

tance of Jesus Christ isnot essential for the person who has never heard the gospdl .

No Yes
-« Has he accepted the gospel? .

Yes

No

Has he heard the gospel?

r r m I

Z M < » m I
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| mplications of the 5 Views

Chapter: 13.15
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1984 -2002

Because“hiddenimplications’ can cause problems,
itisimportant for youto befamiliar with theimpli-
cationsassociated with your view. You have
already seenthedifferencesinthefiveviews. Now
that you have decided which view best describes
what you believe, continuereading to seethe
implicationsof your view.

Implicationsof View 1

View 1 says, “ Every personisaccountable for
hissins, and unless he has personally accepted
Jesus Christ as hissavior, hewill go to Hell to
be punished for those sins.”

A) Implieseveryone needsto personally
accept the gospel to enter Heaven.
B) Implies God has chosen to use humansto
deliver the gospel message, asopposed to
God using “supernatura” meanssuch as
angels, etc.

C) Impliesif wedo not go and sharethe
gospd withthe heathen, they will dieintheir
sinsandgotoHdll.

D) Impliestherewill be degreesof punishment
in Hell based on how the person lived up to

thelight that hewasgiven.
Implicationsof View 2

View 2 says, “Personal acceptance of Jesus
Christ isessential for a person to have hissins
forgiven. If a person isseeking (living up to the
light that he has) God will bring a Christian to
him.”
A) Implieseveryone personally needsto
accept the gospel to enter Heaven.
B) ImpliesGod will usehumansto deliver the
gospel message, asopposed to God using
“supernatura” meanssuch asangels, etc.
C) Impliesif aperson“seeksGod,” (continu-
aly livesuptothelight hehasfrominner
conscience and nature) God will provide
himwiththegospd.

D) Implieseveryonewho could possibly be
saved isgetting saved. Thiscomesfromthe
concept that God will giveincreased light to
everyonewhoisseeking and will continue
toincreasethelight until theunbeliever
stopsseeking. Therefore, Snceeveryone
will begivenasmuch knowledgeashis
heart desires, everyonewho could possibly
be saved will be saved.

Impliesworld evangdismisaready taking
place. Everyonewho could possibly get
savedisbeing saved.

Implieshaving moreexposureto the gospel
will not increase aperson’s chance of
becoming aChristian. ThisisbecauseView
2impliesthat God hasgiven everyone,
through genera revelation, an equa oppor-
tunity to accept thegospel. Otherwise,
according to thisview, those who had been
heavily exposed to the gospel would have
an“unfair’” advantage.

©)) Impliesthere should be an even proportion

©
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of Christiansthroughout theworld. Accep-
tance of the gospel isnot dependent onthe
amount of opportunitiespresented or
geographiclocation, but onaninner attitude
toward God and truth.

H) Impliesthenon-Christianwho staysinhis
religion (or cult) isnot sincereor not living
uptothelightgivenhim. Thisviewimplies
Godwill providethe gospdl to any person
whoissincereand continualy livesupto
thelight that hehas. Thus, if thenon-
Chrigtianistruly sincere, God must offer
himthegospd, thereby forcinghimtoleave
hisrdligionor cult.

) Impliesthat if we do not go and bringto the
heathen the gospdl, someonee sewill.

J Implieswhen apersonisborn, hisinner
nature or attitudeisaready established
concerning whether hewill or will not “live
uptothelight” givenhim. Since Godwill
givelight to thosewho are seeking, we must
assumethat the reason most of theworld
has not heard the gospel isbecausethey
werenot seeking. If they were seeking,
God would beforced to enlighten them.
Becausethedesireto seek isnot increased
by aperson’ssurroundings, our only option
isto assumethe person wasbornwith no
desireto seek.

Implicationsof View 3

View 3 says, “Same asview 2, except if thereare
no Christians available, God will send the
gospel message to the “ seeker” viaa “ super-
natural” method (i.e. an angel or a voice from
Heaven).”

SameasView 2, except for Implication B.

B) ImpliesGod will deliver the gospel message
to anyonewhoisseeking. Hewill useany

method available, whether itisahuman or
some* supernatura” means.

Implicationsof View 4

View 4 says, “If a person “ lives up to the light
that he has,” God will allow himinto heaven.
Personal acceptance of Jesus Christ is not
essential for the Heathen.”

A) Impliesif apersonissincerely seekingand
“livinguptothelight hehas” Godwill then
honor that quality and let the personinto
Heaven.

B) Impliesthat personal acceptance of the
gospel of JesusChrist isnot essential for the
heathen to enter Heaven.

Implicationsof View 5

View 5 says, “Every person who has not heard
the gospel will be allowed into heaven. Per-
sonal acceptance of Jesus Christ is not essential
for the Heathen. “

A) Impliesif aperson hasnever had achance
to hear thegospdl, heisnot responsiblefor
personaly accepting thegospel. Sincehe
has not regj ected the gospel, he can enter
Heaven. Thisbas cally meansthat persona
acceptance of thegospel of JesusChristis
not essential to enter Heaven.

B) Impliesit would be better not to send
missionariesto theheathen. If the heathens
aredready goingto Heaven, sending them
amissionary would only givethemthe
opportunity torgject Christ, and thus, goto
Hdl.
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Breakdown of the
Five Main Views

Chapter: 13.16
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1984 -2002

Thefollowing five chapterscontain acomplete
breakdown of each of thefiveviews. Theimplica
tionsof each view are compared extensively with
the scriptures. Although this chapter breaksdown
all fiveviews, itisnot necessary to study all of them.
Just study theview to which you adhere.
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Breakdown of View 1

View 1

Every personisaccountablefor hissins,

and unlesshehaspersonally accepted
Jesus Christ ashissavior, hewill goto
Héll to be punished for thosesins.

Chapter: 13.17
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1984 -2002

ImplicationA: Impliesthat everyoneneedsto
personally accept the gospel to enter heaven.

TheBibleisclear and straightforward about thefact
that all humansare sinnersand responsiblefor their
actions. Jesus, Himsdlf, taught the doctrine of
eterna damnation. According totheBible, Jesus
Christisthe only way aperson can enter Heaven.
Everyonemust personally accept what Jesusdid on
thecrossto receiveforgivenessfor their sins. Just
being agood person, or even being avery “reli-
gious’ person, will not get anyoneinto Heaven.
Personally accepting the death, burial and resurrec-
tion of Jesus Christisthe onlyway sinsarefor-
given. If aperson hasnever heard thegospel, heis
unableto“acceptit.” Thus, hewill dieinhissins
and gotoHell. Siniswhat sendsapersonto Hell,
not his“rejection of Christ.” Thehumanracewas
condemned and destined to go to Hell long before
Christ died onthecross. Weare not condemned
for“rgecting” Chrigt, but for violating thelaw
written on our heartsand transgressing our own
moral standards (however highor low they may
be). Romanssaysthat we are*“without excuse”
evenif wehave never heard about God'sstan-
dards.

Paul teachesin the book of Romansthat aperson
who liveswithout thelaw will bejudged without the
law. Heisnot responsiblefor light he does not
have, but will be held accountablefor themora
standard that he doeshave. Jamesstatesthat if you
know you should do something and you do not do
it, you havesinned. Being without thelaw (the
Bible) doesnot excludeapersonfrombeing
judged; hemust still givean account for hissins.
TheBiblestatesclearly the pendty for thosesinsis
eternal damnation.

Acts4:12 Thereisnosavationinany other.

1John 2:2 Jesusisthe propitiation for the sins of
thewholeworld.

1 Pet. 1:23 Being born again of “incorruptible

Jn. 14:6 Jesusistheway.

Jn. 3:36 Hethat doesnot havethe Son hasthe
wrath of God on him al-

ready.

1John 5:12 Hewho doesnot have the Son does
not haveeternd life.

Ez. 3:18, 33:8 If wedo not warn thewicked, they
will fill dieinther iniquity.

Rom. 3:23 All havesinned.
Rom. 6:23 Thewagesof sin aredeath.

Rom. 2:12 Thosewho livewithout thelaw will
perishwithout the law.

Rom. 1:20 Theheathensare*without excuse.”

Jn. 3:1-3 Being good or religiouswill not get a
personinto heaven.




BibleHelp.org

A personisnot responsiblefor thelight he
doesnot have. Hewill, though, be held ac-
countablefor themoral standard which he
doeshave. Sinceheisunableto even maintain
thisstandard, heis“without excuse’ and will
bedamned toHell.

Implication B: ImpliesGod haschosento use
humansto deliver the gospel message, (asopposed
to God using “ supernatural” meanssuch asangels,
etc.).

We arenot aware of any passagesintheBiblethat
imply God will useany way other than humansto
spread the salvation message. God usesHis
supernatural power to enable usto spread the
Word. Hedoesnot useit to deliver the gospel
message by giving visons, sending angels, or
“dropping Biblesout of the sky.”

Therearemany placesinthe Biblethat talk about
how it pleases God to use humansfor spreading the
gospel. 1 Corinthians states God has chosento use
thefoolishnessof preaching to savethemthat are
lost. Throughout the Bible, God hasused only
humansto spread the salvation message. Revela-
tion 14:6,7 refersto an angel flying around preach-
ingthe“gospd,” but herethe gospel (whichmeans
“good news’) isthegood newsthat thetribulationis
almost over. It hasnothing to do with eternal
sdvation.

In Numbers 22:28, an asstalked to Balaam, but
thiswas not asalvation message. In Luke 19:40,
the Phariseestold Jesusto rebuke Hisdisciplesfor
givingHim praiseand glory. Jesusresponded that if
Hisdisciplesheld their peace, “the stoneswould
immediately cry out.” Thispassage hasoften been
used to show God will even userocksto givethe
salvationmessage. Y, itisactualy talking about
giving God Hisdueglory and praise. If wedo not

giveHimtheglory Hedeserves, it will comefrom
elsewhere, eventhe stones. Thereisno doubt that
God could usethese meansif Hewanted, but, He
hasnot given usany indicationfromtheBiblethisis
Hisintention. Infact, even secular anthropologica
studiesof remotetribesoffer no evidence of God
using these supernatural means.

Thelifeof the Christianismorevita in spreading
the gospel than the actual preaching of thegospdl.
TheBiblesaysour bodiesarevessalsinto which
God will pour Hispower. The Spirit worksthrough
the Christian. Thus, whenthe Christian presents
himsdlf asaliving sacrifice, dynamic power is
channeled through him and lives are changed.

Rom. 10:17 Faith comesby hearing the Word of
God.

2Cor.5:18-20 God hasgivenustheministry of
reconciliation.

1Cor. 1:21 It pleased God to save them through
preaching.

1Cor. 1:26-29 God has chosen theweak to do
Hiswork.

Acts1:8 Weareto preach to the uttermost parts
of theworld.

Mt.28:19 Gointoal nations.

Mk. 16:15 Gointoall theworld and preach the
gospel.

Lk.24:47 Preachtoevery nation.
Jn. 20:21 AstheFather sent Me, so | send you.

Mt.5:13-16 Wearethesalt and thelight of the
world.

2Tim. 4:2 Preachthe Word always.
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Implication C: Impliesif wedo not go and share
thegospe withthem, they will dieintheir snsand
gotoHell.

Inastudy of the heathen, one of themost difficult
questionsto answer iswhat will happentothe
person who never hearsthegospel. TheBible
seemsto point in onedirection though our feglings
pointinanother. Of al the questionsconcerning the
heathen, you probably will find theanswer tothis
question hardest to understand and accept.

TheBible appearsvery dogmatic on the necessity
for personal acceptance of Christto goto Heaven.
It al so appearsthat God has chosen to use humans
to deliver that gospel message. Yet, weknow there
arevast areasthroughout theworld that do not
have any knowledge of thegospd. Billionshave
died without ever hearingthegospdl. So, whatis
going to happen, or actualy hasaready happened,
tothesepeople. Sincethey have not accepted the
gospel, we must assumethey have been con-
demnedtoHell.

However, thisleads usto avery disturbing question.
Why havethe unsaved not accepted the gospel ?
Obvioudy, the gospd wasnot availablefor themto
accept. Yet, why wasthe gospel not available?
Wasit becausethey werenot “ seeking or sincere”?
In the chapter “Breakdown of View 2,” theimpli-
cationsC, D and H dedl extensively withthis
subject. It appearsthat seeking and sincerity are
not contributing factors. God haschosenus,
Chrigtians, to beHiswitnessesand to ddliver His

gospel message.

Thisbringsup asobering question: If wedo not go,
will peopleneedlessdy goto Hell? Hoseasays“ My
peoplearedestroyed for alack of knowledge.”
Alsothereisthefamiliar versefrom Ezekid about
the“watchman” who wastowarnthewicked. If
thewatchman does not warn the peopl e, they will
“dieintheir iniquities’ and hewill beresponsible
(their blood will berequired at hishand).

Before Christ came and died on the cross, what
happened to the Gentileswho were not exposed to

the Jewishreligion? Contrary to what some people
think, the Hebrews did not go to Heaven because
they kept the 10 commandments. The Jewish
religion was based on the coming Supreme Sacri-
ficeof theLamb of God (Jesus) dying on the cross.
It was an absol ute requirement that everyone,
Hebrews and non-Hebrews, adhereto the Jewish
religiontogoto Heaven..

Severd timestheBiblesayslsradl wastobea
lighthousefor therest of theworld. 1t wastheir
responsibility to show theworld the power, glory
and savation of GodAlmighty. Israd falledinits
mission. Ephesianssaysthat before Christ came,
the Gentiles, who had not been exposed to the
Jewish salvation, were*“without God, having no
hope.” In Matthew, Jesus said the Phariseeshad
“shut up Heaven.” Asaresult, not only werethey
not going to Heaven themsealves, but they were
blocking othersfrom going too. Thisshowsthat
peopledo go to Hell because of us. InLuke, Jesus
said, “theharvest isgreat and thelaborersarefew.”
Therearenot enough willing Christianstoreachthe
worldwiththe gospel.

Hosea4:6 My peoplearedestroyed for aLACK
of knowledge.

Ez. 3:16-21, 33:6-9 If youdo not warnthe
wicked, they will dieintheiriniquities. Itisuptous
towarn them.

Eph.2:12 TheGentiles, before Christ, were
without God, “having no hope.”

1Cor.15:34 Some have not the knowledge of
God and thisisto our shame.

Mt. 23:13 ThePhariseeshad “ shut up Heaven.”
Therefore, not only werethey not going to Heaven
themselves, they wereblock

ing othersfrom entering.

Luke10:2 Theharvestisgreat but thelaborers
arefew.

Jer. 8:20 Harvestispast, summer isended and
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theworld has not been saved.

Rom. 3:20 The“law” wasgiven, notto savea
person, but to show how sinful apersoniscom-
pared to God.

Rom. 3:28 Manisjustified by faith apart fromthe
deedsof thelaw.

Gal. 2:16 By theworksof thelaw, nofleshwill
bejusdtified.

Gal. 2:21 If righteousness cameby the law, then
Christdiedinvain.

Gal. 3:21 Thelaw doesnot givelife.

Gal. 3:24 Thelaw wasour schoolmaster, bring-
ingustojustification by Christ throughfaith.

Implication D: Impliestherewill bedegreesof
punishment in Hell (based on how helived uptothe
light hewasgiven).

Just asthere are degreesof rewardsin Heaven,
there seemsto bedegreesof punishmentin Hell. It
ispossiblethat the severity of aperson’spunish-
ment in Hell dependson how much*light” hehad
andwhat hedidwithit. Romansstatesthat if a
person doesnot havethe“law” (the Bible) hewill
be“judged without thelaw.” In other words, if a
person hasthe Bible, hewill beresponsiblefor
living uptothemora standardscontained withinit.
If hedoesnot havethe“law,” hewill not bejudged
by it. Instead, hewill bejudged for not living upto
themoral standardsetchedin hisheart or shown
himinnature.

Therewill betwo judgmentsfor theworld: The

“ Judgment Seat of Chrigt” and the“White Throne
Judgment.” The* Judgment Seat of Christ” isfor
Chrigtians. Thisjudgment isnot to determine
whether they will go to Heaven, that wasaready
determined by their acceptance of Christ, but to
digtributetheir rewards. The White Throne Judg-

mentisfor non-believersonly. After it they will be
sentto Hell. Thisjudgment will determinethe
degreeof punishment.

Luke20:47, Mt. 23:14, Mk. 12:40 Those who
arereligiousunder false pretenseswill “receive
greater condemnation.”

Mt. 11:24 Intheday of judgment, it will bemore
tolerable for Sodom thanit will befor Capernaum.

Luke12:47,48 Parable of thosewho were
punished more severdly becausethey knew the
Lord'swill and did not doit. Tothosewhowere
givenmuch, muchisrequired.

Mk. 14:21 For the person who betrayed Jesus, it
would have been better if hewerenever born.

Rom. 2:5 A hardened heart stockpileswrath
against the Day of Wrath.

Rev. 20:12,13 Non-Christiansarejudged
accordingtotheir ungodly deeds.

Jude1:15 Judgment will be executed uponthe
ungodly for their ungodly deeds.

Mt. 12:36 Wewill giveaccount for every idlie
word intheday of judgment.

Rom. 2:12 Thosewho have sinned without the
law will bejudged without thelaw.

2Cor.5:10 Judgment Seat of Christ.

Rev. 20:11-15 White Throne Judgment.
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Breakdown of View 2

View 2

Personal acceptance of JesusChristis

essential for apersonto havehissins
forgiven. If apersonisseeking (living
up to thelight he has) God will bring a
Chrigiantohim.

Chapter: 13.18
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1984 -2002

Implication A: Implieseveryoneneedsto per-
sonally accept thegospdl inorder for themto be
ableto enter Heaven.

Sameas|Implication A inthe chapter “ Breakdown
of View 1.”

Implication B: ImpliesGod haschosentouse
humansto deliver the gospel message (as opposed
tousing “supernatural” meanssuch as angels,
etc.).

Sameas|Implication B inthe chapter “ Breakdown
of View 1.”

Implication C: Impliesif aperson* seeks God”
(continualy livesuptothelight that he has: inner
conscience and nature) God will providehimwith

thegospdl.

Whenthe Bible says, “no one seeksafter God,”
doesit mean that no onehasadesirefor God or

that no onewantsto dowhat isright? Doesit mean
no one has sought after the Creator of the Uni-
verse? Thisdoesnot seemto bewhat ismeant by
theseverses.

When God created us, Heincorporated a“ God-
Sizevacuum” into our being, avacuum only God
canfill. Thisvacuum not only makesaperson
empty and restlessuntil hefindsChrigt, itaso
makeshimthirsty for Spiritual things. Manhasa
natural desirefor God and for reconciliation.
Religionisnot something that hasto betaught; it
just comesnaturaly. Thisiswhy no matter how
primitiveand isolated agroup of peoplemay be,
they alwayshaveardigion. Themain reason some
peoplehavenointerest in Christianity, or clamto
beatheists, isbecause either some Christian has
“turned them of f” or something has happened that
has made them bitter toward God.

These deegp-down desires of wanting to do good
andfinding God that arefoundin everyonearevery
polluted. With thesedesiresto do good arethe
desirestodoevil. Thesebad desiresaremuch
stronger than thegood desires. That iswhy Paul
saysin Romanstherewere certain good thingshe
wanted to do, but, he ended up doing just the
opposite. Weall canrelatetothis. We can think of
thingsthat we know we should do, and yet for
somereason, wedeliberately do just the opposite
evenwhenweknow itiswrong.

If some good whest fallsoff atractor into apile of
manure and gets mixed in by the horseswalking
over it, thewheat iscontaminated. Though some
good wheat isinthepile, itisworthless. Inthe
sameway, our good worksand desiresfor God
becomeuninfluential. We have so many bad
desiresthat our good desiresare overwhel med.
When the Bible says no man does good or seeks
God, itissaying despitethe good we have, weare
more pronetodo evil. Genesisstatesfrom our
youth, the“imaginationsof man’sheart areevil,”
and the book of Psalms says man goesastray as
soon asheisborn.

Thusit appearsaccording tothe Bible, the natura
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man, without some outs deinfluence, doesnot
“seek God,” at least inthe sense God isobligated
to send himthegospel. Aswewill seelater, God
has chosen to use the presence of the Word of God
(theWord written on paper or theWord livingin
the heartsof Christians) to“draw” peopleto
Himsdf.

Rom. 3:11 Noone*“seeks’ after God.

Jn. 6:44 No man comesto God except that God
drawshim.

Ps. 14:2,3 God looked down from heavento see
if any sought Him. Hefound that they haveall gone
aside. “Thereisnonethat doesgood, no not one.”

Ps. 53:2,3 Noone“seeks’ after God.

Gen. 8:21 Fromyouth, theimagination of man's
heartisevil.

Rom. 7:15-24 Thegood thingsthat we want to
do wedo not do, but we end up doing just the

opposite.

Implication D: Impliesthat everyonewho could
possibly be savedisgetting saved.

Themain premiseof View 2isGod will provide
everyone with an equal opportunity to accept
Christ and alack of Christianswilling to spread the
gospel isnot alimiting factor. View 2impliesGod
will not alow the disobedience or unfaithful ness of
Christiansto hinder aseeking person from hearing
thegospel. God knowswhen someoneislivingup
tothelight and seeking. Hea so knowsthosewho
would accept Himif they had an opportunity.
Therefore, God, according to View 2, must provide
the gospel to these people and givethemthe

opportunity to accept it.

Thus, with thisassumption, theonly factor involved
inwhether aperson hearsthe gospel istheattitude
of hisheart. Thefailureof the Christian churchto

witness has no effect on whether the heathen hears
thegospel. Since God istaking full responsibility
for delivering thegospdl, everyonewho wantsto
accept Christ will be given theopportunity and will
be saved.

Implication E: Impliesworld evangdismis
already taking place.

Itisestimated that 50% of theworld’'spopulation
has never heard of the person called Jesus Christ.
75% of theworld does not have aclear enough
understanding of the gospel to becomeaChrigtian.
Approximately 7% of theworld has accepted the
gospel. That leavesabout 5.4 billion peoplewho
areunsaved. Inthepast 62 years, theworld's
population hasincreased about 20 timesfaster than
thenumber of Christians.

According toview 2, God will providethe gospel
to everyonewho would accept it if they heardit.
We can then say everyonewho would possibly get
saved, will get saved. Sincethereisnothingwecan
dotoincreasetheamount of peoplewho will get
saved, we must assumethat world evangelismis
taking place. If we canincreasethe number of
peoplewho will be saved, then some people have
goneto Hell because of us.

There are more peopl e being born than being born
again. Not only isthechurch not gaining ground, it
isnot even holding theground that it has. Many
cultsaregrowing faster than the Christian church.

Implication F: Impliesmore exposuretothe
gospel will not increase aperson’schance of
becomingaChrigtian.

Wherever thereisahigh exposureto thegospdl,
thereisahigher percentage of Christians. Wher-
ever thereislittle exposureto the gospel, thereare
few or no Chrigtians.
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Themain premiseof View 2isGodwill give
everyone an equa opportunity to becomeaChris-
tian. Thismeansnothing canincreaseaperson’s
probability or chanceof becoming aChristian.

Yet, there seemsto beagreat amount of secular
and Biblicd information that indicatesexposure
doesincrease aperson’schance of becoming a
Chrigtian. Asweincrease exposuretothegospel in
an area, wefind anincreasein the number of
Chrigtians. Thismeansthere are some peoplewho
would not become Christiansunder alimited
exposure, but would become Christiansunder
heavier exposure. Thisbeingtrue, thenthereare
peoplewho areliving in underexposed areaswho
aredying and going to Hell only becausethey have
not had enough exposureto the gospel.

Because of the consequencesinvolved, thisques-
tion about exposure must beresolved. Hereare
someimportant questionsthat should be consid-
ered. Themorewe are exposed to the protozoan
parasite called sporozoite, the higher our chances
will beof coming downwiththedisease, mdaria
Our chances of coming downwith thedisease
would be greater than someonewho had never
been exposed toit. Now, weknow that we cannot
directly comparethe gospel to adisease, but the
principlesgoverning exposure are cons stent
regardless.

AsChristian parents, wewould liketo be assured
of ralsing mature, spirit-filled, Christian children.
However, if aperson’ssavationisnot determined
by hisupbringing or exposureto the gospel, but by
being someonewho just happenedtowant tolive
up tothelight, then, the chance of our children
becoming Christiansisno greater than anativein
the deepest part of Africa. Yet, when compared, it
isevident that Christian parentshaveahigher
percentage of Christian childrenthan non-Christian
parents. Infact, many parentsusetheversein
Proverbsto show that their upbringing doesplay a

part.

Thereareacoupleof other pointsthat should be
consderedaso. TheBiblesaysinProverbs, a

person offended isharder to win than afortified
city. Itiseasy to“turnaperson off” and maketheir
hearts cold toward usand what werepresent. In
Matthew, Jesussaid that iniquity could causea
person’sheart to grow cold. Jesusalso stated that
the Phariseeshad “ shut up Heaven” and blocked
othersfromentering. Thus, it must be possibleto
turnaperson off to Christianity. Our inconsi stent
hypocritical livesdecrease aperson’sdesireto want
what wehave. Unfortunately, many peoplehave
developed abad taste toward Christianity because
of the Chrigtianswho are ssumbling blocks. When
welook around, wefind many Christianswho have
spent yearsof their liveshitter and angry with other
Chrigtians(i.e., bitternessresulting from church
splits, etc.). If weas Chrigtians can permanently (or
at least severely) offend other Christians, thenisit
possiblethat someonewho would have accepted
Christ did not because we offended them or gave
them thewrong impression of Christianity?

Follow thisthought with theideathat peer groups
cangresatly control thelifeof aperson, either
constructively or destructively. Thosearound us
influenceour attitudesand vaues. Thisiswhy there
aresomelocationsthat have an unusudly high crime
rate. It follows, then, that aperson’ssurroundings
caninfluencehimtowant to“liveuptothelight.”

Keepin mind that athough we may beinfluenced
by others, weare still responsiblefor our actions.
We can never excuse ourselvesby placing the
blame on someonedse. We may beinfluenced by
others, but we till haveachoice! 1tjust happens
that because of our sinful natureweusualy make
thewrong choice. We are conditioned, but not
controlled. Othersmay influenceus, but they
cannot forceusto act. Our responseisour respon-
shility.

Hereisanother question that must be considered.
Can the heart-melting message of the gospel
influenceaperson’sdesirefor God and for repen-
tance? Can thisunusual and powerful message of
grace and reconciliation cause aperson to want to
“seek God” and*“liveuptothelight” morethan
what hewould have had he not heard? Takethe
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city of Nineveh asan example. When Jonah
preached to this Gentile, wicked and heathenized
city, dmost thewholecity repented and turned from
their wickedness. Therewasabigreviva among
theNinevites. What wasit that caused thispopula-
tiontoadl turnto God s multaneously? What about
other revivashappening around uswherethou-
sands of peopleturnto God simultaneously? Why
arethere so many people being saved at once?
Why isit that large groups of people suddenly start
"seeking" God?

Couldit bethat hearing the heart-melting gospel
message powered by theHoly Spiritisthemain,
athough not necessarily theonly, ingredient that
causesapersontoturnto God? Thereason large
groupsturnto God simultaneously isnot because
they all startedto “seek God” at thesametime. It
isbecausethey all are exposed to the power of the
Holy Spirit and the gospel message s multaneoudly.
Remember, thewordsof Paul, “ Faith comesby
hearing theWord of God.”

Last, theBiblesaysitiseasier for acamel togo
through the eye of aneedlethan for arichmanto
gotoHeaven. Isit saying that if the samemanwas
not rich hewould be morelikely to goto Heaven?
Doesthisnot imply that our surroundingsdo
influence our valuesand desiresfor God?

Listed below areafew versesthat demondtrateitis
possibleto make aperson’sheart cold or receptive.

Prov.22:6 Raiseupachildintheway that he
should go and when heisold hewill not depart
fromit.

Prov. 18:19 A person offended isharder towin
thanafortified city.

Mt.19:24 Itiseasier for acamel to gothrough
theeyeof aneedlethanfor arichmantogoto
heaven.

Mt. 23: 13 The Phariseeshad “ shut up heaven.”
Asaresult, not only werethey not going to heaven,
but they wereblocking othersfrom going too.

Mt. 24:12 Becauseiniquity abounds, the hearts of
many grow cold.

When Jesus said it is easier for a camel to go through the
eye of a needle than for a rich man to go to Heaven, was
He saying this same man would have had a better chance
of going to Heaven if he were not rich?

Implication G: Impliesthere should beaneven
proportion of Christiansthroughout theworld.

Thereare some placesintheworld with very high
concentrationsof Christiansand other placeswith
very low concentrationsof Christians. Infact, there
aremany placeswheretherearelarge groups of
people, somenumbering into themillions, withno
gospel messageor Bible. Thereisnoindicationthat
anyoneinthesegroups, including their forefathers,
hasever had any knowledge of what Christ did on
thecross.

View 2impliesthat God will giveeveryoneanequal
opportunity to accept Christ. Thedeciding factor
of whether apersonwill hear and have achanceto
accept the gospel isnot the amount of opportunity,
but the sincerity of the person’sheart. Sincethe
attitude of the person’sheart would berandom and
not based on hisenvironment or exposureto the
gospel, anequd distribution of Christianswould be
expected throughout theworld. Thelaw of Ran-
dom Digtribution dictateswhen somethingisdistrib-
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uted at random, it will spread out proportionately.
For example, let’ssay you have 1000 red marbles
and 1000 yellow marblesintermingled in abag, and
you poured themonthefloor at random. Youwill
find afairly even mixtureof red and yellow marbles
distributed throughout the room.

Whenwelook at thedistribution of Christians
throughout theworld, we do not find the propor-
tionseven closeto being equal. Wherever thereis
aheavy gospel witness, thereisahigh concentration
of Christians. Wherever thereislittle or no gospel
witness, thereisalow concentration of Christians.

If you take these areaswith thelow concentration,
and increase the gospel witness, aproportional
increaseintheamount of Christianswill asobe
seen.

So, wearefaced with thisquestion: Could therebe
other factorsthat contributeto whether aperson
will accept the gospel ? Could geographiclocation
play apart? Could constant exposureto the heart-
melting gospd play apart? Thesequestionsmust
beanswered.

Implication H: Implieseveryonewho stayedin
hisreligionwasnot sincereand wasnot living upto
thelight that he had.

Thereareover 5000 religionsintheworld (not
including thedifferent cults) and many of their
membersare, in some sense of theword, “sincere”
and“devout.” Arewesayingthat all thesereligious
peoplearenot “living upto thelight”? We know
that billionsof peopleareraisedinareligion com-
pletey different from Chrigtianity. Mot of these
people havelivedtherr lives, never knowing any-
thing but their religion. Probably the mgjority
sincerely fed they arepracticing thecorrect religion.
How then can weto say all these peoplearenot
sncereor living up tothelight they have?

A nursewas putting what shethought wassilver
nitrateinto theeyesof anewbornbaby. Thisisa
common procedurefor the prevention of blindness

fromthevenerea disease, gonorrhea. However,
mistakenly sheused sulfuric acid and blinded the
child. Eventhough shewassincere, shewastill
wrong. Misguided sincerity isstill sincerely wrong.

Cultsareespecidly successful inattracting people
who seemsincere. They trap many who are
looking for more, and arenot findingitinthe
|ukewarm and backdlidden churchesthat they
attended. When cult membersdo leavethelr cullt,
they do not usually join or attend another church.
Thisseemstoindicatethey do not leavethe cult
because Godis“leadingthemout,” at least notin
the sensethat they were“ seeking” and God has
shownthemthetruegospel. They usualy leave
becausethey aredisiliusioned, or fedl betrayed by
their group.

Implication |: Impliesthat if wedo not go and
bring the gospd to the heathen, someoneelsewill.

If itistruethat “If | do not go, God will send
someoneelse,” thentheonly result of not going
when directed by God, ismissing the blessing of
being used by God. Thisisnot truethough. God
hasgiven ustheresponsibility of reachingthelost.
Peoplewho do not hear the gospel are needlessly
goingtohell.

Two different placesin Ezekiel speak of how we
aretowarnthewicked. If wedo not, they will die
intheriniquities, and wewill beresponsiblefor
them perishing. 1 Corinthiansstatesitisto our
shamethat some peoplestill have no knowledge of
God. InHosea, God says because of alack of
knowledge, Hispeoplearedestroyed. Ephesians
addsthat before Christ came, the Gentileswere,
“without God inthisworld ... having no hope.”

Findly, what ismeant in Lukewhen God saysthe
“harvestisgreat but thelaborersarefew”? Could
thismean therearenot enough willing Christiansto
reach theworld with the gospel? For moreinfor-
mation, refer to the chapter “ Breakdown of View
1,” implication C.
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Implication J: Implieswhena personisborn, his
natureor attitudeisaready established concerning
whether hewill or will not “liveuptothelight.”

Themain premiseof View 2isGod will providethe
gospel to thosewho continually liveuptothelight.
Sincetherearevast |ocationsthat have no gospd,
wemust concludethat the unsaved are not seeking.
Letuscarry itastepfurther. View 2asoimplies
that God will giveeveryonean equa opportunity to
accept thegospdl. If thisistrue, thenaperson’s
attitude of wantingto“liveuptothelight” cannot be
influenced by hisupbringing or surroundings. So, if
aperson’sattitude changes, it changesonly because
of hisinherent values. We must then concludewhen
apersonisborn, itisaready determined whether
hewill or will not“liveuptothelight.” Yet, the
scripturestell usthat everyoneisbornwith thesame
attitudes, and they are opposed to God and what is
right.

Is.53:6 All welikesheep have goneastray.
Ps. 58:3 We go astray as soon aswe are born.

Eph. 2:3 Weare, by nature, the children of
wrath.

Ps. 51:5 Wewere shaped ininiquity and con-
celvedingn.

Prov. 21:8 Thewaysof man aredeviousand
strange.

Ecc. 8:11 Theheartsof thesonsof menarefully
setinthemtodoevil.

Rom. 8:7 Thecarna mindisenmity against
God.

Gen. 8:21 Theimagination of man'sheartisevil
fromyouth.

Micah 7:2,3 Thereisnoneupright among men,
they all do evil with both handsearnestly.
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Breakdown of View 3

View 3

Sameasview 2 except if thereareno
Chrigiansavailable, God will thensend

the gospel messageto the” seeker” via
a“supernatural” method (e.g. an angel
or avoicefrom Heaven).

Chapter: 13.19
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1984 -2002

Allimplicationsarethe sameasView 2 except for
ImplicationB.

Implication B: ImpliesGodwill deliver the gospel
messageto anyonethat isseeking. Hewill useany
method available, whether humansor some* super-
natural” means.

For moreinformation, refer to the chapter “ Break-
down of View 1,” Implication B.
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Breakdown of View 4

View 4

If aperson*livesuptothelight that he

has,” Godwill thendlow himinto
heaven. Personal acceptance of Jesus
Christisnot essential for the Heathen.

Chapter: 13.20
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1984 -2002

ImplicationA: Impliesif apersonissincerely
seeking and “living up to thelight that hehas’, God
will then honor that asaquality worthy enoughtolet
that personinto Heaven.

For moreinformation, refer to the chapter “Break-
down of View 1,” ImplicationA.

Implication B: Impliespersonal acceptance of
thegospel of Jesus Christisnot essentia for the
heathen to enter Heaven.

For moreinformation, refer to the chapter “Break-
down of View 1,”, ImplicationA.
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Breakdown of View 5

View 5

Every person who hasnot heard the

gospel will bealowedinto heaven.
Personal acceptance of JesusChristis
not essentia for the Heathen.

Chapter: 13.21
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1984 -2002

ImplicationA: Impliesif aperson hasnever had
achanceto hear the gospel, hethenisnot respon-
siblefor personally accepting thegospe..

For moreinformation, refer to the chapter “Break-
down of View 1,” ImplicationA.

Implication B: Impliesit would be better not to
send missionariesto the heathen.

If the heathen are aready going to Heaven, sending
them amissionary would only givethem the oppor-
tunity to reject Christ, and thus, goto Hell. For
moreinformation, refer to the chapter “ Breakdown
of View 1,” ImplicationA.
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TheChristian’sMission
totheWorld

Chapter: 13.22
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1984 -2002

World evangelism encompassesafull spectrum of
Chrigtianminidiries. Itincludesministriessuchas
overseeing thechurch nursery, teaching Sunday
School aswell asparticipatingin“foreign missions.”
| Corinthians saysno part of the body isgreater
than any other part. Thesameholdstruefor
Chrigtianministries; No missionisgreater than any
other mission (although sometend to be neglected
much morethan others). Itisimportant for each
individua tobeintheLord swill. No matter what
ministry apersonisin, if heisnot where God wants
him, heisout of “God'swill.” Itisgoodtodothe
Lord swork, but itiseven better to do Hiswill.

Thereareno boundariesinworld evangelism. No
country or group of peopleismore preciousthan
any other intheeyesof God. Inthelitera sense,
weareall foreign missionariesbecausethisworld
isnot our home.” Heavenisour homeandthe
wholeworldisaforeignland.

When seeking the Lord’sleading, agood rule of
thumbisget involved with the people nearest you.
A light that shinesthefarthest, shinesthebrightest at
home. If you cannot beeffectiveasaChristian
witness here at homewhereyou know thelanguage

and culture, youwill not beeffectiveinaland
different fromyour own. You must first beagood
steward of the opportunities God has given before
Hewill entrust youwith greater responsbilities. We
should continually look for waysto expand our
outreachandvision. Itiseasier for Godtoguidea
Christianwhoismovingthantotry to pusha
Christianwhoisstanding till. A carisagood
exampleof this. It can beguided and directed only
whileitismoving.

Donot limit yourself by setting boundaries. God
seesno boundaries, and neither shouldwe. The
concept of “expansion evangeism” (or expansion-
ism), wasderived fromActs1:8,“... and you shal
bewitnessesunto Mebothin Jerusalem, andin
Judea, and in Samariaand unto the uttermost parts
of theEarth.” Paraphrased for our individual lives
thisversesays, “ You areto bemy witnessfirstin
your hometown, then expand thiswitnessto cover
your state. Expand it further to cover the United
States, and keep on spreading out until thereareno
more placestogo.” Obvioudy, youwill never
reach every placeintheworld. You may never
leaveyour hometown. However, theinfluence of
your lifeshould befelt throughout theworld.

weLUENCE

We must be continually expanding
the influence of our outreach.

For example, aperson you haveledtotheLord
may be servinginAfrica, plusyou are supporting
missionariesin Brazil, S. Louisand Canada. You
areaso praying specifically for severa worksall
over theworld. For expansion evangelismtowork,
God's people must always belooking for new areas
of service, dthoughthey aredready involvedin
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Then, expand your witnessandinfluence
tothoseinyour state.

Expand it evenfurther to reach those
inyour country

Keep on spreading it until thereareno more
placesto go.

many Christianministries. You should spend 80-
90% of your energy onyour present Christian
work, and the other 10- 20% “ getting your feet
wet” innew typesof ministries. Continualy try to
expand your horizons. Youwill find that theL ord
often“leads’ thisway.

Asyou expand your missionary outreach, you may
find God leading youto aforeignland. Although
foreign missionariesare desperately needed, specid
preparations should be taken and cautions consid-
ered.

Christiansshould never take acommitment to serve
theLordlightly. Before aperson makesthe deci-
sion of commitment, he should “ count thecost” and
determineif heiswilling to pay theprice. Although
therewardsof servingtheLord aregreat, aperson
should gointo thiscommitment with hiseyesfully
opento the problemsand dangers.

Many Christian workerswill testify themore
involved you arein sharing Christ with others, the
more Satan will try to destroy your lifeand testi-
mony. Apart fromtheactua attacksof Satan, a
foreign missionary facesthe pressuresof livingina
foreign culture. Thefrugtrationsof havingtheir lives
turned compl etely upside down can put agreat
pressureontheir marriage. Many normal methods
of relaxation areimpossible. Therefore, new ways
of unwinding must befound. The Christianworkers
must work extrahard at keeping their emotiondl,
spiritual and marita lifefresh and vibrant.

These problemsare by no meansinsurmountable,
and many missionarieshave been successful in
adjusting. A person’sadjustment, though, depends
largely on hisspiritual, emotiona and marital
stability.

Another requirement of stewardship isthe proper
management of timeand resources. Since many
Chrigianswill besacrificing financidly to hep put
youonaforeignfield, itisimportant your lifebe
usableand productivefor God. If you are not
already an effective Christian witness, you are not
ready togotoaforeignfield. Smply beinga
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missionary doesnot automatically makeyou an 2. Beactiveinforeagn ministries, suchas
effectiveChrigtian. Infact, beingonaforeignfield praying, financidly supporting, and seeking
makesit even moredifficult to shareChrist. Itis out specia missionsprojectsfor involve-
hard enough to share Christ when you understand ment.

the cultureand thelanguage. 1tiseven more

difficult whenyouliveinalandthat thinksand 3. Beobedient to God'sleading. Thisin-
peaksdifferently. volveshow youtreat your mate, theway

you conduct your personal life, your moral
integrity, and your spiritua service.

N il
=

The light that shines the farthest,
shines the brightest at home.

How bright isyour light shining?

Insummary, there are three pointsthat you should
keepinmind. Thesepointswill not only help
prepareyou for missions, but will dso helpindicate
your readinessfor theforeignfield.

1 Beeffectiveinyour Christianwitness
beforeyou gotothefield. Remember, the
light that shinesthefarthest, shinesthe
brightest at home.
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How convinced areyou?

Chapter: 13.23
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1984 -2002

Thefiremenreadied their gear astheir firetruck
raced toward the burning building. Asthetruck
pulled to astop, thefiremen determinedly carried
out their varioustasks. While somefiremen began
to spray down the two-story home, another crew
enteredit, looking for anyonewho might betrapped
insde.

Asthemen moved cautioudly from room to room,
they heard aloud cracking sound. “Theroof is
cavingin,” thesquad leader yelled. “Pull out! Pull
out!” Withthis, the squad madeitsretreat.

Oncethe crew wasoutside, the Captain said, “We
can't savethisbuilding. Concentrateyour efforts
onthesurrounding buildings. Following hiscom-

mand, thefiremen turned their hoses on the homes
closest tothefire.

“What'sthat sound?’ asked fireman Smith.
“What'smaking that cryingnoise?’ After listening,
oneof thefiremeninterjected, “ That'sjust thedraft
of air being suckedin by thefire.”

“No!” said Smith. “It'sdefinitely human.” Sud-
denly, theeyesof all of thefiremen expressed terror
asthey realized that the crying sound wascoming
from ababy trappedinside. Smith, thinking about
hisnewborn baby at home, said, “We haveto go

n.

“That'ssuicide,” stressed another fireman. “You
havenoideawhat roomthechildisin.”

“Itjust aseasly could havebeenmy childinside
there.” Having said that, Smith darted toward the
inferno.

“Get back here, Smith,” demanded hisCaptain.
“That’'sanorder!” Undaunted, Smith entered the
building.

“Youtwo,” the Captaininstructed. “ Grab ahose
andfollow himinasfar asyou can. Try to secure
anexitforhim.” Pointingtotwo other firemen, the
Captain said, “ Grab that hoseand follow behind the
firsthose. Keepthoseguyssoaked. They’regoing
to need you to protect them from the surrounding
fire”

Following thedirection of the screams, Smith
worked hisway up thestairs. Suddenly, aburnt
step breaksand Smithfalson hisface. Deter-
mined, Smith pullshisinjured leg out of theholeand
crawlsup theremaining steps.

Finding the baby, Smith putshispreciouscargo
under hisjacket and makeshisdescent. Fortu-
nately, the cool tunnel, created by thefire hoses,
providesasafe passage.

Onceoutside, Smithistreated for burnson hisface,
hands, and legs. Everyoneispraising himasahero.

| 58 4
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Heshrugged it off, however, saying hewasonly
acting asafather.

Smithrisked hislifeand suffered multipleburnsin
order to savethetrapped child. Heevenrisked
being disciplined for disobeying adirect order and
endangering thelivesof theother firemen. Doyou
think Smith would have madethese sacrificesif he
weren't convinced the child would diewithout his
help? If Smith believed therewasagood chance
the child would be safewithout hishelp, doyou
think hewould have gonein? | think theanswers
areobvious.

Thissame question appliesto reaching thelost for
Christ. Will aChristianbewilling to enduregreat
pain and suffer incrediblelossesto bring the gospel
to peopleif hewasn't convinced they aregoing to
Hell? Onceagain, | think theanswer isobvious.

Anexampleof thissacrificeisWilliam Carey, the
father of modern missions. “Heplodded through
thefirst sevenyearsin Indiaenduring poverty,
desertion of acoworker, boutswith disease, the
deathsof two children, and hiswife' smental illness
—all beforehesaw hisfirst convert baptized. More
than 40 yearshelabored without afurlough, until he
trandated the Bibleinto six languagesand portions
of itinto 29 others.” (Source: Power for Living,
September 13, 1998.)

Haveyouredly thought about the sacrificesmis-
sionariesmaketo bring the gospel to hard-to-reach
places? Weusualy think about them giving up
many of theluxurieswe have become accustomed
to. We sometimeseven think about them contract-
ingacripplingillnessor even dying at ayoung age.
Seldom, however, do wethink about the emotional,
marital, and spiritual deterioration these Christians
face.

Marita deterioration and rebelliouschildrenarea
realistic concernfor thesemissionaries. Thereare
many Christiansworkerswho havelost their own
vineyard (matesand children) whileworkingin
“God'svineyard.” Just astragicdly, therearemany
Christian workerswho have backdidden spiritudly,

never torecover. They could haveavoided this
spiritual deteriorationif they had playedit safeand
not taken onsuch adifficult task.

| ask you again, isitredisticto believealarge
number of Christianswould take these chancesif
they didn’t believethese peoplewerelost and going
to hel? Would Christians sacrificeto evangelizethe
wholeworldif they didn’t believeit was necessary?
| know the answer isan emphatic no.

Ultimately, our primary motivationtoreachthese
people should not be our burden for thelost. Our
primary motivation should beour desireto glorify
God. (Seethe chapter Finding the Elusive W of
Godfor moreinformation.) Yet, our actionsshould
be based on what we believe the Bible teaches.
Our prioritiesshould be derived fromthepriorities
lad outintheBible. Thisisthe purposeof these
chapters. 1 will show youwhat | believetheBible
teaches on this subject and you can draw your own
concluson.
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Putting it all Together

Chapter: 13.24
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1984 -2002

TheBibleisclear onthenecessity of personally
accepting thegospel of JesusChrist. Thisbasic
themerunsthroughout the Bible. IntheOld Testa-
ment the believerswerelooking toward the Su-
preme Sacrifice of the Lamb of God, while New
Testament believersnow look back to thisevent.
The Old Testament believersdid not go to Heaven
becausethey kept the 10 Commandments. The
“law” wasgiven only asastandard of God's
perfection and expectations. When aperson
sincerely triesto keep all God's standards, he soon
realizeshisineptness. Thus, he developsabetter
understanding of what ismeant when God says
“thereisnonerighteous, nonot one.” Whena
person truly comprehendsthis, heunderstandsthe
need for asalvation outside himself.

To demonstrate how thelaw revealsto aperson
just how sinful heredlly is, wecanusetheillustra-
tion of afreshly washed and waxed car. Under
normal light the car seemsclean and without
blemishes. However, whenthe car isexposed to
extremely bright light, the previoudy * hidden”
nicks, scratchesand stresksbecomevisible. Itis
the sameway when aperson exposeshimself tothe
“brightness’ of God'sstandard. Theprevioudy

hidden needsand faultsbecomevisible.

Because Chridtianity isdragticaly failing tofulfill the
Great Commission, wearefaced with the sobering
question of what will happen to thosewho are not
reached withthegospel. TheBibleteachesin
Romansthat everyonehasamora standard written
intheir heart. Becauseeveryonehasfaledtoeven
liveuptothislow standard, they arewithout
excuse. Romansa so statesthat thosewhollive
without thelaw will bejudged without thelaw.
These peopleare not going to bejudged for
violating astandard they know nothing of, but are
going to bejudged by the standard writtenintheir
hearts. Jamessaysthat if aperson knowsthat
somethingiswrong and doesit anyway, hehas
sinned. Evenif the heathen do not havetheBibleto
point out their sins, they areaware of their wrongs
and thiscondemnsthem.

Therearetwo different judgments, the White
Throne Judgment for nonbelieversand the Judg-
ment Seat of Christ for Believers. If aperson
acceptsthe gospe of Jesus Chrigt, heispositively
goingto Heaven. Therefore, the purpose of the
Judgment Seat of Christistodistributerewards. If
aperson has not accepted the gospel of Jesus
Christ, heispostively goingtoHell. Thus, the
White Throne Judgment isto declarethe sentence
and* degree of punishment.”

A study of the heathen involvesmany morepeople
than what we usually consider. Itisnot asmall
handful of remotetribesthat are heathen, but most
of theworld. Only about 6.6% of theworld’'s
popul ation has accepted the gospel; thisleaves
about 5.7 billionwho havenot. Our Chrigtian
influenceisobvioudy decreasing. Inthepast 64
yearstheincrease of theworld's population has
been about 19 timesgreater than theincrease of
Chrigtians. A striking majority of theworld's
population does not have aclear understanding of
thegospdl. Their understanding of theactua plan
of salvationisaslimited asour understanding of
other mgjor religions. Wehave heard of other
religions (like Buddhism, Hinduism, etc.) but most
of uscould not thoroughly explaintheir method of
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savation. Sincemost of theworld hasnot heard a
clear gospel message, wemust includethemin our
study of the heathen.

Most Christiansagreethat in order for apersonto
goto Heaven, he personally hasto accept the
gospd. Thereisconsderabledisagreement,
however, about those who have not heard the
gospel and are” seeking” or “living uptothelight”
that they have. Thisisasubject onwhichtheBible
isnot specific. After you havelooked at thefacts,
you must draw your own conclusions.

AlthoughtheBibleisnot dogmatic onthissubject, it
isfar fromsilent. Therearemany important issues
that must be considered. Thefirstissueis: does
manreally “seek” God and “liveuptothelight that
hehas?’ Writtenintheheartsof all menisadesire
for God, adesiretofill that “ God-size vacuum.”
Yet, could God'sconcept of seeking differ from
ours?

Timeis like money; you can spend it on
whatever you wish, but once it has been
spent, it is gone forever.

Thewhole premise of God sending morelight to
thosewho are seeking stemsfrom the concept that
God will giveeveryonean equal opportunity to
accept thegospel. If Godisgoingtogiveeveryone
an equal opportunity, exposureto the gospel will
not giveanyone agreater desireto seek God than
what henormally has. If itdid, this“extra’” expo-
surewould give him more opportunity to* accept

thegospd.”

If more exposureto the gospel doesnot increasea
person’s chances of accepting the gospe, wewould
expect to find an even proportion of Christians
throughout theworld. Yet, thisisnot the case.
According to thisview, God will ensureworld
evangelism. However, thisworld evangelism does
not appear to be happening. Thisisevident by the
tremendousrateat which Christianity islosing
ground. Also, if exposuredoesnot play any part,
thenwe should not find agreater percentage of
Chrigtian children with Christian parents. Would
we, as Christian parents, be ableto raiseour
childrenasstrong Chrigtiansif our Christianinflu-
encedid not play arole?

If God will send morelight tothosewho are
seeking, can weassumethat the non-Christians
who stay intheir religion, arenot sincerely seeking?
Some of these people seem more sincereand
committed than most Christians.

Taking thesefactsinto consideration, it appearsthat
thosewho have not heard the gospel aretill
accountablefor the standard that they have. Be-
causeall mensinagainst thislow standard, they are
“without excuse.” TheBibleisclear ontheneces-
Sty of personally accepting the gospdl of Jesus
Christ to obtain atonement for sin. All menwho
have not personally accepted thisgospel will be
judged and condemned for their sins. Becausethe
Bibleteachesthat therewill be degreesof punish-
ment in Hell, we can conclude that the heathen will
bejudged based on thelight they have. Thosewho
reject the gospel will come under heavier condem-
nation than thosewho have never heard.

If theheathen aregoingto Hell, what canwedo
aboutit? Isthereananswer? Thesolutionisnot
making aquick decision to do something “ spec-
tacular.” Thedirection of your lifeshould not be
based on an emotiona response of guilt or pity.
Following theleading of God requiresaclosewalk
with Christ coupled with much prayer and medita-
tion. Therearetwo areasthough, that all Christians
canwork on now whilethey seek God'sclear
directionintheir lives. Thesetwo areasarethe
dedication of our livesand thefaithfulnessof our
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prayers. God has chosento use humansasvessels
through whichto channel Hisawesome power and
might. When we dedicate completely our bodiesto
God asliving sacrifices, God spower istrans-
formedwithinour lives. Thisisthequality that
allowed the dynamic peopleinthe Bibleto change
theworld around them. Couplethiswith consistent
prayer and wewill truly rock theworld.

Toillustratethe need for total commitment, let us
look at thesimple game of bowling. If you knock
down 9 pins (90%) you will earn 9 points. But, if
you knock downjust 1 more pin (100%) you have
thepotential of earning 30 points. Inthisgame
thereisnot that much difference between knocking
down 50% or 90%. Yet, between 95% and 100%
liesthe potential for winning thegame. Itisthe
samewith the dedication of our livesto God. We
may have 50% or 90% of our lifecommitted to
God, but the real power comeswhen we are 100%
committed to God. Wewould not expect thereto
bethat much difference between 95% and 100%,
but thisisone of thedynamic keysto apowerful
victoriouslife.

Acts 1:8 saysthat after wereceivethe power of the
Holy Spirit, we should be Hiswitnessesin Jerusa-
lem, Judea, Samariaand unto the uttermost parts of
theworld. To put the verseinto amore contempo-
rary setting, itislikeGodtelling metobeHis
witnessfirst in Jackson, thento expand my reach
andinfluencethroughout Michigan. After that, my
witnessshould reach thoseliving within the United
States, and finally, totherest of theworld. Though
thereare many placesintheworldthat | will never
reach physicaly, my influence should extend to
theseareas. Thisispossibleviamy prayers,
financia support or by theministry that | play inthe
livesof others.
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