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Quick Overview

To obtain aquick overview of thissubject, look at chapter 2
(Summary of Why Selective Salvation can't be True).
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Part 1

What is Selective Salvation?

Part 1 of 5 parts in the Selective Salvation section
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What is Selective Salvation?

Chapter: 14.01
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1998 -2003

Insummary, selective salvationisthebelief God has
chosen to send certain peopleto Heaven and the
remainder toHell. Thisselection (whichwasmade
long before the universe was created) was not
based on any qualitiesof the person being selected.
It was not based on the person’sheart or their
futurelovefor God. It wasnot based on God's
foreknowledge of whowill eventualy chooseto
accept Him asthelir Savior. It wasnot based on
their future humility and repentance. Thisselection
was purely random and arbitrary. Thepeople
selectedtogoto Hell (such asHitler) could just as
easlly have been selected to go to Heaven.

Nobody hasasay inthematter. Theperson
selectedto goto Hell literally hasno hope. Al-
though hemay desiretogoto Heavenandis
seeking deliverance, hehasno chance of savation.
Even the person selected to go to Heaven hasno
say inthematter, heisforcedto®love’” God. This
belief systemiscaled Cavinism, Reformed Theol-
ogy, Election, Predestination, or Selective Salvation.

Thefirst mgjor promoter of thisdoctrinewas

Augustine (354-430AD). Thisdoctrinefaded out
shortly after hisdeath and reemerged during the
Reformation. Although the popularity of this
doctrine decreased significantly after the Reforma:
tion, thereare still certain denominationsthat make
thisdoctrineacentra part of their theology. The
Reformed Church, Christian Reformed Church, and
the Presbyterian Church openly endorsethis
doctrine. They usudly refer toit as* Reformed
Theology.” Itisquietly held by other denomina
tions, andthey usudly cal it “Cavinism” or “Hyper-
Cdvinigm.”

DoestheBibleteachthisbelief system? | don’t
believeit does, but you need to search the Bible
yourself and cometo your own conclusion. Al-
though you can usethese 64 chaptersto helpyouin
your studies, make sureyou usethe Bibleasyour
fina authority. Don't assumethat what I’ msayingis
correct.

It hastaken me severa yearsto writethissection
onselectivesavation. | didn’twriteitto® set
peoplestraight.” Rather, | wroteit because of my




BibleHelp.org

concernfor thelost. If thisdoctrineistrue, then
everyonewho issupposed to go to Heaven will
makeit to Heaven. If, however, thisdoctrineis
fdse, thentherearehillionsof people needliesdy
goingtoHell. Think about it; if youredly believed
everyonewho issupposed to go to Heaven will
makeit there, would you giveand livesacrificidly to
help reach theworld for Christ?

For ease of understanding, | havedividedthis
sectionon selectivesavationintofiveparts. These
divisonsalow youtofocusontheareasinwhich
you havethemost questions. Thefivepartsare:

Part 1: What isSelective Savation?

Part 2: What DoestheBible say about Selective
Sdvation?

Part 3: Problemswith Selective Sdvation

Part 4. “Choice” —TheAchilles Hed of Sdective
Sdvdion

Part 5: Difficult QuestionsAnswered
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Summary of Why Selective
Salvation Can’t be True

Chapter: 14.02
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1998 -2003

Therearemany reasonswhy | don’t believethe
doctrineof selectivesavationisBiblica. Tohelp
you obtainaquick overal understanding of the
problemswith thisdoctrine, | have created this
summary for you. Onceyou have gonethrough the
list, you can read the remaining 60 plus chaptersor
you can go to the specific chapter that has captured
your interest.

Asyouread through thelist, youwill find some of
the problemswith thisdoctrineare smpleand
obvious. Other problems, however, aremore
complex andtheBiblical contradictionsareless
obvious. Although many Christiansdon’t doit, we
need to think through each doctrinetoitsobvious
conclusion. Itisimportant to seethe hidden
implicationsof each doctrineand then seehow they
affect other doctrines.

Aswe study the doctrine of selective salvation, we
will find that itsimplicationscontradict alarge
number of other doctrines. Hopefully, thissection
will helpyou think about somethingsyou have
never considered before. Listed below are some of
the contradictions| havefound with selective
svetion.

Itisinconsistent with theBible

B Thereareover ahundred versesthat say
sdvationisoffered to everyone. For example,
1 John 2:2 says, “Heistheatoning sacrificefor
our sins, and not only for ours, but alsofor the
sinsof thewholeworld.”

B TheBiblesaysGod desiresthe salvation of
thosewho areperishing. For example, 2 Peter
3:9says, “Heispatient with you, not wanting
anyoneto perish, but everyoneto cometo
repentance.”

B TheBiblesayspeoplearegoingto Hell against
God'swill. For example, 1 Corinthians15:34
says, “ For there are somewho areignorant of
God—I say thisto your shame.”

B TheBiblesayspeopleare perishing because
no one has brought them the message. Hosea
4:6 says, “My peoplearedestroyed for lack of
knowledge.”

B Sdective Salvationistssay God “hates’ al of
thenon-elect. Yet, whentherichyoungruler
turned hisback on Jesus, the Bible said Jesus
“loved” him.

B Selective Savationists say before God created
the universe, He selected certain peopleto go
to Heaven and therest goto Hell. Yet, the
BiblesaysHell wascreated for thefallen
angels, not us(Matthew 25:41).

B Sdective Salvationistssay the core of this
doctrineisthe sovereignty of God and His
completecontrol over everything. Hedictates
every action that takesplace. They say God
would not bein complete control if manhad a
choicein hisdestiny. Therearethreeproblems
withthisview:

O Therearehundred of versesintheBible
that clearly show God changing Hismind
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and altering His plansbecause of our
actionsor inactions.

O Therearemany evil and sinful thingsgoing
onintheworld. Dowereally want to say
God forcibly made people commit these
heinousacts?

O Wecannot be held accountablefor our sins
if wehaveno say or choicein any of our
actions. Itwould beunjusttosenda
personto Hell for something hedid not
chooseto do.

Selective Salvationists say God preplanned
peopl€e’slives(forced them to become Chris-
tiansand perform great servicesfor Him). If
thisweretrue, you would think Hewould have
planned livesthat would consstently glorify
Him. Instead, wefind many of Hisleaders
(Saul, David, Samson, Solomon, etc) made
some major blundersand had their years of
servicecut short.

There are dozens of verseswhere God com-
mandstheworldto seek Him. If someare
incapable of seeking God, why did Hemake
that command? For example, Hebrews 11:6
says, “Herewardsthose who earnestly seek
him”

God said to thewhole Nation of Isragl, “ Seek
meandlive’ (Amos5:4). Godwasofferinghis
plan of salvationto thewhole Nation of Isragl.
Yet theBibleclearly saysnot al of thelsraglites
becamebelievers. Thismeansmany of the
people God wanted to go to Heaven ended up
goingtoHell.

TheBiblesayswecanresist God. For ex-
ample, Matthew 23:37 says, “ O Jerusalem,
Jerusalem, youwho kill the prophetsand stone
those sent to you, how often | havelongedto
gather your children together, asahen gathers
her chicksunder her wings, but you were not
willing.” Thismeanssome peoplewereresist-
ing God'scall to salvation. 1t also meanssome

peoplewent to Hell against Hisdesire.

Thereare dozens of verseswhere God com-
mandstheworldto repent. If somepeopleare
incapabl e of repenting, why did He makethat
command? For example, Acts17:30 says, “He
[God] commandsall peopleeverywhereto

repent.”

Therearedozens of versesthat talk about how
wecan beeasily led astray from God and
savation. Thisshowsour eternal destinieshave
not been pre-planned.

B TheBiblesaysour surroundingscan greatly

influenceour eterna destiny. For example,
Matthew 19:24 says, “Itiseasier for acamel to
gothroughtheeyeof aneedlethanfor arich
man to go to Heaven”

B Why did Jesus haveto suffer such aterrible

spiritual damnation? If thereisno choiceinour
Spiritual destiny, then our spiritua “test” (and
subsequent failures) could easily have been
bypassed. Therewasno need for usto belost
and ultimately redeemed. Therewasno need
for Jesusto suffer suchabruta, humiliating, and
despicable punishment.

It isinconsistent with obser vablefacts

If selective salvation weretrue, you would
expect an even distribution of Chrigtiansall over
theworld. Incontrast tothis, wefind areas
withvery high concentrationsof Christiansand
other areaswith very low concentrations of
Chrigians.

If selective salvation weretrue, exposureto the
gospd should not have any impact on how
many peoplebecome Christiansinagiven area.
Yet, areaswith astrong gospel witnesshavea
high number of believersand areaswith littleor
no gospel witnesshavefew or nonew Chris-
tians.
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B |f selectivesalvation weretrue, parental
influence should not increase or decreasea
child'schance of becoming aChristian. How-
ever, wefind children raised in Christian homes
aremuch morelikely to become Chrigtiansthan
childrenwho areraised in atheistichomes. In
fact, childrenwho areraised by strong, mature
Chrigtiansare much morelikely to become
Christiansthan children raised by weak and
spiritudly immeature Chrigtians.

B TheBiblehasover ahundred versesthat
clearly say sdvationisofferedto” everyone,”
“whosoever,” andthewhole“world.” Yet,
Selective Savationistssay savationisonly
offered to the select few. To get around these
verses, Selective Savationistssay theseverses
areonly talking about theelect. In other words,
versesthat say “... savationisofferedto
everyone’ should actually beread as”....
salvationisofferedto everyoneof theelect.”
Toforcethistypeof interpretation on hundreds
of verses, Selective Savationistshaveviolated
multiplebasicrulesof Biblica interpretation.

B |nadditiontotheabove problem, thereare
many verseswherethistype of forced conclu-
sion still would not work. For example, 1 John
2:2 says, “Heistheatoning sacrificefor our
sins, and not only for ours, but alsofor thesins
of thewholeworld.” Usingtheir rulesof
interpretation, thisverseshouldread: “Heisthe
atoning sacrificefor theelect’ssins, and not
only for theelect’ssins, but also for the sinsof
theelect.”

B Sdective Savationistssay God has chosen
certain peopleover other people. Yet, theBible
says God does not pick one person over
another. For example, Acts10:34 says, “ God
iSno respecter of persons.”

B | et'ssay, for thesake of argument, salvationis
opento everyoneintheworld. What would
God say differently inthe Bible (fromwhat He
hasaready said) that would show salvationis
opento everyoneintheworld? TheBible

already hasover 100 versessaying savationis
offeredto everyone.

B God “sought aman after Hisown heart” (1
Samud 13:14). If sdlectivesavationistrue
God aready knowsthe mindset of each person
(He' sthe onewho preprogrammed each
person’slife). If Heaready knowseach
person’smindset, why was He searching for
peoplewith aparticular mindset?

B Davidwas"aman after God'sown heart”
(Acts13:22). If God created theelect’sheart
and mindset, wouldn’'t al of theelect be people
after God'sown heart?

B Joshuasad, “ Chooseyou thisday whoyou
shall serve. Asfor meand my housewewill
servethelLord” (Joshua24:15). If God already
chose our destiny for us, why wasit soimpor-
tant for Joshuato make thisadmonition?

Problemscaused by thisdoctrine

B |f peopleare predestined for salvation, parental
influencewill not increaseachild'schance of
becomingaChrigtian. If thisistrue, Christian
parents should have the same number of
Chrigtian children asatheistic parents. Thisof
courseisnot true.

B Sdective Salvationists counter the above
problem by saying children of theelect ared so
elect. Thisapproach creates many new prob-
lems. For example:

O SinceAdam and Evewerepart of theelect,
all of their descendants (which means
everyone) should also be part of the elect.
This, of course, isnot true.

O SinceNoahwaspart of theelect, dl of his
family and their descendants (which means
everyone) should also be part of the elect.
This, of course, isnot true.
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O SinceAbrahamwaspart of thedect, his
son Ishmael wasaso one of theelect. This
would mean all of hisdescendants(the
Arab nations) area so part of the el ect.
This, of course, isnot true.

O Sincelsaacwaspart of theelect, histwin
sons (Jacob and Esau) were also part of the
elect. Yet, Sdective Savationistssay God
hated Esau and condemned himto Hell. If
children of theelect area so el ect, Esau
should beoneof theelect.

O If childrenof theelect area so part of the
elect, then 100% of the childrenfrom
Chrigtian parentswould be Christians. We
don’'t, however, findthis.

It isinconsistent with thenatureof God

TheBibleprovidesuswith ageneral description of
God'snature. It describesHim asaloving, com-
passionate, fair, and righteousbeing. Thedoctrine
of selectivesdvationtotally contradictsthisdescrip-
tion. A basic premiseof selective salvationis God
choseto loveor hate certain people purely onan
arbitrary basis. Thiscontradictsthe nature of God
outlinedintheBible. For example:

B Youwould expect aloving God wouldloveall
of Hiscresation.

B Youwould not expect tofind aloving God
arbitrarily choosing to hate people (and con-
demning themto Hell beforethey wereeven
created) Ssmply because“Hecan.”

B “Hate” isastrongemotion. Itisanemation
developed inresponseto an offense. To
passionately hate someonewho hasnot yet
existed does not even make sense.

B Apersonwhois®sovereign” over another
beingwill treat the other beinginamanner
consstent with hisown nature. A dog owne,

for example, isbasically “ sovereign” over his
dog. Yet, agood owner would never mistreat
hisdog. Likewise, asovereign Godwhois
loving and compassionate would never mistrest
Hiscreation smply because“Hecan.” Arbi-
trarily condemning apersonto Hell beforeheis
even created (with no choice, say, or recourse)
isnot the actionsof aloving and compassionate
God. A good person (sovereign or not) would
never mistreat hissubjects.

Selective salvation completely contradictsthe
issue of choice

A central theme of thedoctrineof selectivesalvation
isGod can't besovereignif wehaveafreewill to
make choices. They say giving ustheability to
make choiceswould bethe sameasustelling God
Almighty what to do. They said God can’t be God
if Heisnotinfull control of everything.

Theissueof choiceistheAchilles hed of selective
salvation. Thedoctrinefalsapart whentheissue of
choiceisclosaly examined. Therearemany
aspectsof “choice’ that contradict the doctrine of
sectivesdvation. Following aresomeexamples:

B Therearehundredsof versesthat say we have
theability tomakechoices. Either theBibleis
lying or we havetheability to make choices.

B |oveisanemotionthatisearned. Youcan't
force someonetoloveyou. Inorder for usto
truly havetheability tolove God, weneed to
havetheability torgect Him. Youcan'tloveif
you don’t havetheability to hate.

B Wewould not be ableto ask God to alter
eventsif everythingisaready setinstone.
Therearedozensof versesthat say our prayers
will prompt God to respond. Eventhegreat
spiritua leadersof the Bible understood the
power of prayer. Thereare hundredsof verses
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showingthis.

Our actions should never provoke an emo-
tional responsefrom God if He has
preprogrammed all of our decisionsand ac-
tions. Thiswould beasillogica asmeturning
onalight switch and becoming angry whenthe
light turnson. ItisobviousfromtheBiblewe
can provoke aresponse from God.

O Therearedozensof versesshowing our
obedience can produce apositive response
from God.

O Therearehundredsof verses showing God
can be provoked to anger or jeal ousy by
oursins.

B TheBiblesays God holds some of our choices

inhighesteem. Theonly way our choicescould
havevaueto Godisif our choiceswere made
fromafreeheart. Choicesthat areforced on
uswould hold nointrinsic valueto God. Fol-
lowing are someexamples:

O Thelifeof Job demonstratesthat even
Satan understandswe havethefreedomto
make choices. Satan knowswe often
chooseto curse God when we arefaced
with great adversity. It brought great
pleasure and glory to God when Job
remained faithful inthemidst of hisgreat
suffering. Therewould not have been any
exceptional glory or victory for God if Job
wasforced toremainfaithful.

Noneof our decisionswould have any
valueif our actionsareforcedonus. If
selectivesalvationistrue, aperson’'s
decisionto return apenny that doesn’'t

bel ong to himwould bringasmuch glory,
honor, and pleasureto God asapoor
person’sdecisionto return $100 million that
doesn't belongtohim.

O Therearemany placesintheBiblethat say
God placeshigh value on obedience. Why
should God be so pleased with obedienceif

al of our actionsareforced on us?

O Aswesawintheabove paragraphs, Godis

pleased when we make good choices. If
these®small” choicesbring pleasureto
God, think about how much pleasureit
would bring God when wewould makea
good choice on themost important decision
(sdvation)?

B Theparablesof thelost items(lost sheep, lost

coin, andthelost son—Luke 15:3-32) are
another examplewhy selectivesavationcan't
betrue. Theseparablesshow thereisgreat joy
whenalost itemisrecovered. TheBiblesays
thisisespecidly truewhenalost sinner is
saved.

You would expect thistype of reactionfrom
God with open salvation, but you would not
expect it withselectivesavation. Infact, with
selective savation, thereisno causefor cel-
ebration when aperson getssaved. Thereare
no lost soulswho aresalvaged. Thereareno
peoplerescued fromthe gatesof Hell. All of
the peoplewho get “ saved” were actually saved
long beforetheworld was created. These
parablesdon’t make senseif selectivesadvation
istrue. Itwould belike aperson pretending to
loseacoin and then throwing alarge party
whenhe“finds’ it.

B Thereisanaccountability problemif al of our

decisionsand actionsareforced onus. Fol-
lowing aresomeexamples:

O If al of our actionsareforced on us, we
can't be held accountablefor our actions.
We can't be punished for sinswewere
forced to commit.

O Thefacttherearevarying amountsof
rewardsin Heaven demonstrateswedo
have control over our choices.

O Thefacttherearevarying degreesof
punishment in Hell showswedo have
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control over our choices.

Confusing issuesexplained

B Election dealswith the selection for service,

not salvation. Infact, it couldn’t betalking
about salvation. Jesusand theangelswerepart
of the* elect,” but they didn’t need to be saved.
TheNation of Israel was part of the elect, but
not all of them were saved.

Predestination s mply means something has
been predetermined to take placein thefuture.
Although most Chrigtiansthink of it in connec-
tionwith theBible, thisconceptisasofoundin
the secular world. For example, anyonewho
becomesapoliceman is predestined (predeter-
mined) to have certain attributes (such asthe
authority to arrest people). EvenAldous
Huxley usesthe concept in hisbook Brave
New World. Asyou can see, theword predes-
tination does not need to have somemystica or
divineimplication.

Just asman can predetermine certain thingsto
take placeinthefuture, so can God. Aswewill
seein the upcoming chapters, God has prede-
termined that the peoplewho become Chris-
tianswill obtain certain attributes (such asbeing
conformed to theimage of HisSon). Nowhere
inthe Bible doesit say God has predetermined
toarbitrarily send some peopleto Heaven and
theremainder toHell.

Theverse®Esau | hated” isoften used to
support thedoctrine of selectivesalvation. Yet,
if youlook at thelifeof Esau, thereisno
evidence God hated or deplored him. Itis
possibletheword “ hate” was used asacon-
trast. Thereare several placesintheBiblethat
usestheword“hate” whenit doesn’t redly
mean hate. For example, wearetoldto hate
our parentsand ourselvesif wewant tofollow
God. If youlook at the chapter dealing with
thisissue, it appearsthat the statement probably

means, “| have chosen to use Jacob (to bethe
forefather of the Messiah) and not Esau.”

Theversestalking about God hardening
Pharaoh’sheart isalso used to support selective
sdvation. God, however, did not harden
Pharaoh’sheart toward salvation. Rather, He
hardened Pharaoh’s heart toward Moses
requests. God only hardened Pharaoh’sheart
inthedirection hehad already chosenfor
himsdf. If Pharaoh’sheart had not already
hardened against the L ord, thereisanindication
fromthe Bible God would havewaited for
another Pharaoh.

Selective Salvationists often point to the Nation
of Israel asproof God haschosen certain
peoplefor salvation. Thenationof Israel was
chosenfor service, not salvation. Infact, they
couldn’t have been chosen for salvation be-
causealarge number of them were obviously
never saved.

Selective Salvationistsa so usethe versesthat
says, “| have chosenyou” to support selective
savation. Itistrue God haschosen us(the
wholeworld) to be saved. God'’schoice of
redemption appliesonly tothehumanrace; it
doesnot apply tothefallen angelicrace.

Romans 9:21 says God isthe potter and we
aretheclay. Selective Savationistsoftenuse
thisverseasproof God haschosen certain
peoplefor salvation. Thisverseistalking about
service, not salvation. Thereareseveral places
inthe Old Testament that usetheillustration of
the potter and clay. Theseversesrefer tolsrael
asbeingtheclay. Sinceonly aportion of the
|sraeliteswere believers, these versescould not
bereferring to salvation. Theseversesare
talking about God using the Nation of Isragl to
accomplishatask.
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The Chosen Few

Chapter: 14.03
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1998 -2003

Gary movesquietly toward hisdesired destination.
He has been planning thisencounter for monthsand
isexcited that it isabout to take place. Asheexits
the stairway onto thethird floor, he putshishand

inside hisjacket pocket and grips his 10 mm Glock.

Walking toward room 328, Gary takesadeep
breath. Hewalksinand placeshisblack |eather
bag onatable. Questioning looksturntoterror as
Gary pullsthegunfrom hispocket. Inafirmcam
voice, Gary instructseveryoneto go to thefar end
of theroom and liefacedown onthefloor. The
peoplearepuzzled. Althoughagunmanwith
unknown intent isholding them hostage, he seems
cam, polite, and cheerful.

Pulling severd rollsof duct tapeout of hisbag, he
instructsthreegirlsto bind the anklesand wrists of
thehostages. Upon completion of their task, the
girlstoo arebound. Lookingaround, Gary counts
57 people. “Good,” hesayshaf audibly. “That'sa
good number.”

Sarting with thefirst person on thefloor, he counts
until he getsto thetenth person. Walking over to
theperson, Gary pointsthegunandfires. Pullinga
10 of Heartsfrom his pocket, he placesit on the
chest of hisvictim. Counting nine peopleover,
Gary identifieshisnext victim. Gary camly walks
over and shootshisnext victim. Heplacesa9 of
heartsonthisvictim. Thiscontinuesuntil Gary
shootshistenthvictim. Carefully, heplacesthe Ace
of Heartson hisfina victim. Inacalm, but strange
voice, Gary said, “Good. My jobiscomplete.”
Putting thegun to hisown head, he shootshimself.
TheKing of Heartsfallsfrom hishand.
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Aninvestigation of thisincident revealed apsycho-
logicaly unstableman. Gary had beeninand out of
mentd institutionsand had been prescribed a
variety of drugs. Although he had shownno
tendency for violence, someof hispsychiatrists
were not surprised by hisactions. Hehad an
unusua mindset.

A search of Gary’shouse produced some answers,
but also created more questions. It appears Gary
did not know any of hisvictims. Infact, hisselec-
tion of victimswaspurely random. 1t wasnot
based on revenge, anger, or any past dealingswith
thesepeople. Therewasno qualifying prerequisite
apart from thefact that he needed ten people.

Accordingto hisjournal, Gary apparently became
obsessed with hisnobility and his“Kingdom.” He
considered himself aKing and hisKingdom had ten
rulers. Theseten princesand princesseswould help
him ruleover avast dominion. Hisshooting spree
wasactudly the® calling” of theserulerstojoinhim
inhisnew Kingdom. Hehad been planningthis
caling for severd monthsand had predetermined
that ten peoplewould comewith him. Thecardshe
placed ontheir chestswerethe mark of their calling.

Part of hisobsessionwasthat the sel ection had to

be completely random. It could not be made based
onany persond qualities. He, therefore, selected
an officethat he knew would have alarge number

of peopleinit.

The concept of random selectionisnot anew or
novel idea. Infact, therearegroupswithin Chris-
tianity that believe salvationitself isbased purely on
arandom selection. Thistheology issometimes
referredto as“ selectivesalvation.” Accordingto
thistheol ogy, God had predetermined who will
spend eternity withhimandwhowon't. The
selection of who goesto Heaven hasnothingto do
with aperson’sattitude toward God. Thecondition
of their heart, their humility, and their future repen-
tancewerenot factorsin God'sselection. Itis
totally arandom process.

Themain difference between God’ ssel ection and
Gary’'sisthat God hasaright todothis; Gary did
not. A sovereign God, onewhoisamighty and
supreme, can do whatever Hewants. He hasthe
right to arbitrarily select whoisgoing to Heaven and
whoisgoingtoHell. A sovereign creator cando
whatever Hewantsto dowith Hisown creation.
Although asovereign God hasaright to select who
will livewith Himin eternity, thequestion we need
toaskis, “DidHeactuadly dothat?” Weneedto
ask if thiswould be cons stent with what we know
about God from the Bible. Would thisbe consistent
with aperson whoisloving, compass onate, and
far?

Theonly way we can accurately answer this
guestionistolook at the Bible. The purposeof this
section (Selective Salvation) isto takeacompre-
hensivelook at the Bibleand seewhat it says about
thesubject. Asyouwill seeinthefollowing chap-
ters, itisimportant to gain aproper understanding
of thiscomplex and confusingtheology. Literaly,
thedestiny of billions of peopledependsonit.
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Summary of Calvinism and
Arminianism

Chapter: 14.04
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1998-2003

Selectivesavation, asmentioned inthe previous
chapters, isthebdief God haschosen certain
peopleto goto Heaven and Hell. Thischoice,
whichwas madelong beforethe universewaseven
created, has nothing to do with the person’slonging
for God or theattitude of hisheart. 1t hasnothing
to dowith the person’shumility, repentance, or his
searchfor righteousness. It hasnothingtodowith
God'sforeknowledge of who will become Chris-
tiansinthefuture,

Thisdoctrinal systemisoftenreferredtoas” Calvin-
ism,” “Predestination,” or “Election.” The" oppo-
gte’ of Cavinismisoftencaled Arminianism. As
youwill soon see, Cavinismand Arminianismare
not actually opposite of each other. They do,

however, oppose each other on someissuesand
thishasled someto assumethat if youarenot a
Calvinist, youmust bean Arminianist (or some-
wherein-between.) Thisisnot necessarily true. In
order to explainwhat | mean, itisimportant to
provideyouwith someinformation on Cavinism
andArminianism.

Cdvinismand Arminianismare, of course, very
complex subjectsand involve moreissuesthan just
seectivesdvation. Although | will focusmost of my
attention on selectivesalvation, | will cover some of
their other central themes. Calvinism, named after
John Calvin (1509 - 1564), focuses on the sover -
eignty of God. Arminianism, named after the
Dutch college professor James (Jacob) Arminius
(1560-1609) focuses on the freewill of man.
Although these men were strong promotersof their
respective doctrines, thesetheol ogica postionsdid
not originatewiththem. Similar teachingshave
been traced back 1600 years ago to the* Eastern
Fathers’ (freewill) andto Augustine (sovereignty of
God).

John Calvin

A mainpremiseof CalvinismisGod' ssovereignty
and Hiscomplete control over everything. This
means nothing happensintheworldthatisoutside
of God'scontrol. Another premiseof Cavinismis
God, inHissovereignty, hasarbitrarily decided who
will goto Heaven and Hell. God pre-determined
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(predestined) the eterna state of each person.
Thosewho were chosen (el ected) to go to Heaven
arecalled the elect, and those who were chosento
gotoHell arecalled reprobates. (Source: Evan-
gelical Dictionary of Theology p. 186-188.)

According tothistheology, Christ did not diefor
everyone. Heonly diedto pay for thesinsof the
elect. Sincethepersonhasno say in hiseternal
state, thereisnothing hecandotogainor losehis
sdvation. Asaresult, the person has*eterna
security.” Although| persondly believein*“eternd
security,” | do not believeit hasanythingto dowith
selectivesavation. Pleaserefer to the Chapter
“Mama Wouldn't Let Go” —(Eternal Security)
for moreinformation.

Some Selective Sdvationists (not dl), have brought
thisdoctrineto an unusua conclusion. They have
concluded that personal acceptance of Jesusisnot
necessary to goto Heaven. They feedl that if God
choseapersonto goto Heaven, hewill goto
Heaven (regardlessof hispersonal acceptance of
Jesus). Following are somequotesconcerning this:

B “Thegospel isnot ameansof regeneration.
The Gospdl isfor themanwho dready haslife.”
(Garrett, Irresistible Grace, p. 1)

B “For usto say that one must hear thegospel in
order to be saved for heaven, it would severely
limittheHoly Oneof Isradl.” (Ellis, The
Christian Baptist, April 1993, p. 3., p. 3)

B “| donot want anyonetothink | am selling the
gospel short. It hasitsplacein God'sscheme
of things.” (KeithEllis, “DoesGod Perform
HisWII?” The Christian Baptist, April 1993,
p.11)

B “Thegospel makesdisciples, but it doesnot
make childrenof God.” (Best, Regeneration,
p. 109)

B “God hasan elect peopleand Christ died for
them, and they al will bebornagain and will
liveinHeaven, dl dueto Hissovereigngrace.

Many of themwill have never heard the
gospel.” (Garrett, Two Salvations, p. 3)

B “SavationisNOT dependent upon the gospel
of faith. Indeed, it could not be so, for millions
of children of God have never heard the gospel
preached. Only avery small percentage of
humans heard the gospel beforethey died.
Consequently, they did not and could not have
had gospel faith.” (Tolley, TheChristian
Baptist, April 1996, p. 4)

B “TheConfession, inthissection, intendsto
teach that there are some unevangelized men
who are ‘ regenerated and saved by Christ
through the Spirit’ without ‘ theministry of the
writtenword’ ... theregenerated heathen has
not yet had Christ presented to him.” (Shedds,
Calvinism, p. 60)

B “|tisnotimprobable, but someindividualsin
these unenlightened countriesmight belong to
the secret election of grace, and the habit of
fathmight bewroughtinthese.” (Zanchius,
The Doctrine of Absolute Predestination, p.
104)

B “Wedo not deny that God can save some even
of the adult heathen peopleif He choosesto do
S0 ... wemust admit the possibility that by an
extraordinary method somefew of Hiselect
may be gathered from the unevangelized
portion.” (Boetnner, Predestination, pp. 119—
120)

B “Primitive Baptistsbelievethat the scriptures
teach that Sinnersareregenerated, or born
again, independent of, or without the gospd as
ameans.” (Garrett, The Purpose of the
Gospdl, p. 1)

Arminianismisvery different fromCavinism. The
Arminiansput astrong emphasisonthe”freewill of
man,” and they believe man controlsmost aspects
of hisownlife. Man'sfreewill to choosehisown
destiny iscentral tothisbelief system. Arminiansdo
not believe God hasforced certain peopletogoto
Heavenand Hell. Arminiansbelieve peoplecan
choose (out of their own freewill) to accept or
reject God'sforgiveness. They dsobelievea
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person whoisalready saved can chooseto reject
God. Asaresult, aperson canlosehissalvation.
WhilesomeArminiansbelieveaperson’ssavation
can only belost because of major unrepentant sins,
othersbelieveaperson’ssavation can belost
several timesaday.

James Arminius

Arminiansaso believe Christ’sdeath onthecross
did not pay for our sins. They say “ Christ suffered
for usrather than‘paid’ thepenalty snners‘owe.” ”
They fed if Christ paidfor our sins, then everyone
would goto Heaven.

Arminiansteachthat, “ Christ suffered for everyone
sothat the Father could forgivethe oneswho
repent and believe; hisdeathissuch that al will see
that forgivenessiscostly and will striveto cease
fromanarchy intheworld God governs.” (Source:
Evangelical Dictionary of Theology, p 79-81)
Thisview iscalled the Governmental Theory of
the Atonement. Arminianssay Christ was not
punished on the cross; instead He suffered on the
cross. They say therecan “only be punishment or
forgiveness, not both.”

Thisposition, of course, raisesmany concerns. Itis
saying the death of Christ on the crosswasnot
necessary to saveus. Itissayingthat the Sacrificial

Lamb didn’t need to shed Hisblood to cleanse us
fromour sins. Itissayingthat God could have
samply forgiven uswithout having to satisfy His
righteousand holy nature. | find al of theseissues
very troubling.

L et’sgo back to Calvinism and the doctrine of
sdlectivesalvation. 1sGodwrong for sending some
peopleto Hell? Of courseHeisn't; weareall
sinnersand deserve Hell. 1sGod just and righteous
inalowing Snnersto enter Heaven? Yes, the
atonement of Jesusonthecrossdid satisfy God's
righteousnature. Christ paid the penalty we owed
for our sins. Would God bejust if Hearbitrarily
chosewho could goto Heaven?

Obvioudly, asovereign God can do whatever He
wants. Yet, God will actinamanner that isconsis-
tent with Hisnature. Hewill not violate Hisown
rulesof fair play. Hewill not violate His codes of
righteousnessand justice. The premiseof selective
sdvation completely contradictseverythingwe
know about God fromtheBible.

Itisimportant to understand that according to
Calvinism, God'schoiceof theelect hasnothing to
dowith Hisforeknowledge of thosethat would
eventually become Chrigtians. 1t doesnot have
anything to dowith God' sforeknowledge of who
will eventualy berepentant, sorrowful of sins, or
desirousof God. Thecondition of aperson’sheart
has nothing to do with God'sselection. God could
havejust aseasily chosen to savethevery people
Heissendingto Hell. Thesefactsareclearly laid
out by thefounding fathersof Cavinism.

According to Calvinism, no one hasarepentant
spirit, asorrow for sins, and adesireto seek God.
Manin hisfallen stateiscompletely reprobate and
hasno desirefor God. They believetheonly reason
aperson would seek God (and thusbecomea
Christian) isbecause God put thesedesiresinhis
heart. They believethe unsaved personisinca-
pableof having these attributes. Thesedesirescan
only comefrom God, and they only cometo the
elect.
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Selective Salvationists say thetargeted person has
no choiceinthe matter. Thetargeted person does
not get saved because heissorrowful for hissinsor
loves God, but because God forcesthesefeelings
onhim. Thisiscaled“irresstiblegrace.”

According to Calvinism, once God putsthese
attributesinto the person’sheart, the person hasan
irresstibledesiretowant God. Thisirresistible
desireforceshimto chooseto becomeaChristian.
Therefore, thispersonisconsideredto havea
“choice.” Thisiswhy Calvinistscan say thedoc-
trineof salectivesdvationisnot incons stent with
therest of the Biblethat talksabout choice. Itis
important to understand that this person cannot
choosetorgect God. Hisonly “choice” isto
accept God. Itisimpossiblefor anyonewhoispart
of theelect torgject God and goto Hell.

Theinformationin thissection hasbeen obtained
fromalargevariety of sources. A summary of these
doctrines, however, can befound in most theologi-
ca dictionaries. Your churchlibrary should have
theseresources. The Evangelical Dictionary of
Theology (Walter Elwell, Baker Publishing) isa
good resource.

Thefollowing chapter (Are You a Calvinist,
Arminian, or in-between?) providesmoreinfor-
mation about Cavinismand Arminianism. Ittalks
about some of the confusion many peoplehave
concerning thetwoviews,
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AreYou a Calvinist,
Arminian, or in-between?

Chapter: 14.05
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1998 -2003

In the previous chapter welooked at some of the
differencesbetween Cavinismand Arminianism.
We saw that both of these positions have some
extremedoctrinesinwhichmost Christiansare
uncomfortable. Thischapter will cover thisproblem
evenfurther.

Although there are some Christianswho adhere
fully to Calvinismor Arminianism, most don't.

Most Christianshaveahard timeaccepting al of
the doctrines associated with either of thesetwo
views. If youwereto ask themif they werea
Calvinist or anArminians, they would say that they
areneither, but are somewherein-between. Unfor-
tunately, | don’t think most Christiansreaizewhat
they areimplyingwhenthey say this.

If youwereto ask me, “What areyou, aCommu-
nistoraNazi?’ | would, of course, tell youl am
neither. | would alsotell youl am not somewhere
in-between. Therearemany other political posi-
tionsbesidesthe onesfound between communism
and Nazism.

Likewise, | amnotaCalvinist, Arminian, or any-
wherein-between. My theological stanceisquite

different. Thereareother theologica positions
gpart fromwhat laysbetween Cavinismand
Arminianism. | think if most Christianswereto
carefully examinethe bdliefsof both of these
positions, they would concludethey are not some-
wherein-between. (Pleasedo not misquoteme. |
am not comparing communism and Nazismwith
thesetwo theological bdliefs. | only mentioned
themtoillustrateapoint.)

If you refer to my Doctrinal Satement, you will
finditiscons stent with most evangelica Chrigtians.
| firmly believe Jesus' death onthecrosspaidthe
full penalty for our sins. Salvation doesnot come
from doing good works, but from personally
accepting what Jesus hasdonefor uson thecross.

Likemany “Cdvinigts,” | believeineternd security
and the sovereignty of God. However, | believe
that God (out of Hissovereignty) created uswitha
completefreawill. Thisfreewill givesusthetrue
ability to accept or reject God. Thischoiceisnota
preprogrammed choice, but rather itisachoice
madefromatruly freeheart.

Many peoplecall themsavesCavinistssmply
becausethey know they arenot Arminians. They
figureif they arenot Arminiansthey must be Calvin-
ists. Many Cavinigtsreinforcethisbelief insomeof
their writings. Following aresomeof their com-
ments

B “It must beevident that therearejust two
theorieswhich can bemaintained by evangdica
Christiansupon thisimportant subject; that all
men who have made any study of it, and who
have reached any settled conclusionsregarding
it, must beeither Calvinistsor Arminians. There
isno other positionwhicha‘Chrigtian’ can
take.” (Boettner, Predestination, p. 333)

B “... onlythesetwo genera schemesof Chris-
tiandoctrinearelogically possible... inthe
future, asthe past, all evangelica believerswill
belong either to onedogmatic divisonor the
other” (W. Shedd, Calvinism: Pureand
Mixed, 1986, p. 149)
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Onceit hasbeen established thereare only two
positions, peopleare shown that only oneposition
iscorrect. TheArminian positionisshownto be
completely unscriptural. Atthispoint peoplewould
rather call themselves Calviniststhan the erroneous
Arminians. Listed below are some commentsby
Selective Sdvationistscontrasting thetwo views:

B “Cdvinismistheeterna truth. Arminianism has
awaysbeenaninveteratelie” (R.Harbach,
Calvinismthe Truth, 1984, p. 3)

B “|tisclear that Arminianismisanti-Scriptural,
but that Calvinismiscompletely trueto the
Bible.” (G Clark, Prediestinatin, 1987, p.
144)

B “TheBiblical truthsof Cavinismarenever so
clear asagainst the erroneousideas of the
Arminian.” (Pamer, p. 26)

B “Arminianismthoughtis... theancient pagan
learning that had just beenrediscoveredinthe
Renaissance.” (McGregor Wright, No Place
for Sovereignty, 1996, p. 90)

® “.. [Arminianismig] thelast and greatest
monster of theman of sin, theeixir of Anti-
Chrigtianity.” (Leighton, An Antidote Against
Arminianism, 1982, p. 2)

B “Thesedoctrinesareaperversion of the Truth
of God and theway of salvation. They haveno
scriptura foundation.” (W. MacLean,
Arminianism: Another Gospel, 1976, p. 5)

B “Arminianismisthe plagueof the churchand
the scourge of sound doctrine.” (Herman
Hanko, God's Everlasting Covenant of
Grace, 1988, p. 16)

B “Webedlievethat what hasbeen knownin
Church history asCavinismisthepurest and
most cons stent embodiment of thereligion of
Faith, whilethat which hasbeen known as
Arminianism hasbeen diluted to adangerous
degreeby thereligion of works.” (Boettner,

Reformed Faith, p. 1)

B “[Arminianism] appearsasthegospel, butin
reality is‘another gospdl.” ” (MacLean,
Arminianism: Another Gospel, p. 5)

B “Arminianismisthat rejected error which has
becomethemost insdioudy devised heresy
evertolay clamto Biblical support.”
(Harbach, Calvinismthe Truth, p. 3)

If youlook at the doctrinal statementsof strong
Reformed churchesand colleges, you will find most
of themist certain documentsin their doctrina
statements. Thefour most common documentsare:
Canonsof Dort (1618), Belgic Confession
(1561), Westminster Confession (1646-48), and
Heidel berg Catechism (1563). Most of these
werewritten about 400 years ago and were written
toclarify their doctrinal stance.

Thedoctrine of selective salvation became popul ar
about 400 years ago during the Reformation. Since
thisnew doctrinewas confusing to many people
back then, many “errors’ and “heresies’ started to
arise. Thedocumentsreferenced abovewere
writtento addressthese heresies. Linkstothese
documents can befound at theend of thischapter if
you areinterested in reading them.

Of all of these documents, the Cannons of Dort
dealswith seectivesavationthemost. | strongly
recommend you read thefirst few pages of the
Cannonsof Dort; thiswill giveyou avery solid
understanding of theteachingsof Calvinism.
(Throughout thissection | will referencevarious
partsof the Canonsof Dort. For your conve-
nience, | havelisted thereferenced items separately
inthefollowing chapter.)

For ease of viewing, | have each of these docu-
mentslisted on my website. Click onthename
bel ow to view the documents:

Canons of Dort biblehelp.org/dort.htm
Belgic Confession biblehelp.org/belgic.htm

Westminster Confession  biblehelp.org/west.htm
Heidelberg Catechism biblehelp.org/heidel .htm
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Highlightsfrom the
Canonsof Dort

Chapter: 14.06
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1998 -2003

This chapter is a quick reference of the
items| referenced in thissection. Toview
all 22 pages of the Canons of Dort, go to
theappendix.

CHAPTER 1: DivineElection and Predestination

Article7: Beforethefoundation of theworld ...
[God] chosein Christ to salvation adefinite number
of particular peopleout of theentirehumanrace. ...
Those chosen were neither better nor more deserv-
ingthantheothers.

Article8: Thiseectionisnot of many kinds;itis
oneand the same €l ection for all whowereto be
saved inthe Old and the New Testament.

Article9: Electionisnot based onforeseenfaith.
Thissame el ectiontook place, not on the basis of
foreseenfaith, of the obedience of faith, of holiness,
or of any other good quality and disposition, as
though it were based on aprerequisite cause or

conditioninthe personto be chosen.

Article10: But the cause of thisundeserved
election ... doesnot involvehischoosing certain
human quditiesor actionsfrom among al those
possibleasacondition of salvation.

Article11: ... neither can hischosen onesbe cast
off, nor their number reduced.

Article12: TheAssuranceof Election. ... Such
assurance comesnot by inquisitive searchinginto
the hidden and deep things of God, but by noticing
withinthemsalves, with spiritud joy and holy ddlight,
the unmistakablefruitsof eection pointed out in
God' sWord— such asatruefaithin Christ, a
childlikefear of God, agodly sorrow for their sins,
ahunger and thirst for righteousness, and so on.

Article 16: Thosewho do not yet actively experi-
encewithinthemselvesalivingfaithin Christ or an
assured confidence of heart, peace of conscience,
... such people ought not to beaarmed at the
mention of reprobation, nor to count themselves
among the reprobate; rather they ought to continue
diligently inthe use of the means, to desirefervently
atime of moreabundant grace, andtowait foritin
reverenceand humility.

Onthe other hand, thosewho serioudly desireto
turn to God, to be pleasing to him alone, and to be
delivered from the body of death, but are not yet
ableto make such progressa ong theway of
godlinessand faith asthey would like—such people
ought muchlessto stand infear of theteaching
concerning reprobation, sinceour merciful God has
promised that hewill not snuff out asmoldering
wick and that hewill not break abruised reed.

Article 17: The Salvation of thelnfantsof Believ-
ers. ... children of believersare holy, not by nature
but by virtue of the graciouscovenant inwhichthey
together with their parentsareincluded, godly
parents ought not to doubt the election and salva
tion of their children whom God cdlsout of thislife

ininfancy.
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Error I: [Thesynod rejectsthose] who teach that
thewill of God isto savethosewhowould believe.

Error V: [Thesynod reg ectsthose] who teach that
theincomplete and non-peremptory e ection of
particular personsto salvation occurred onthebasis
of aforeseenfaith, repentance, holiness, and
godliness... [Thesynod rgjects] that faith, the
obedience of faith, holiness, godliness, and perse-
verance are prerequisiteinthosewho areto be
choseninthe completeeection, andwhichare
foreseen asachievedinthem.

Error VI: [The synod regjectsthose] who teach that
not every election to salvation isunchangeabl e, but
that some of the chosen can perishand doinfact
perish eternally, with no decision of God to prevent
it.
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TheTULIP

Chapter: 14.07
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1998 -2003

Inaprevious chapter (What is Selective Salva-
tion?) | described the doctrineof selectivesalva
tion. Anyonewhoisfamiliar with Cavinismisaso
familiar withtheterm TULIP. Although TULIPwas
not intended to be acentral document (or icon) of
selective salvation, it hasbecomejust that.

Theterm TULIPisactudly an acronym of thefive
pointsof selectivesavation. The TULIP providesa
person aquick understanding of the core beliefs of
thisdoctrine. Listed below arethefive partsof the
TULIP

Totd Depravity
Unconditiond Election

L imited Atonement

I rresigtible Grace
Persaeverance of thesaints

o C-H

Total Depravity

Whenmanfell, snpermeated hisentirebeing. This
fall was so complete that man had no desirefor
God and righteousness. Manissototaly endaved
by sinthat he can only chooseevil; he cannot
choosegood. Heisincapableof choosing God and
Hissavation. Manistotally blind and deaf to the
gospel. Apart from asupernatura interventionfrom
God, the gospel message absolutely hasno effect
onaperson. Total depravity isalsocaledtotd
inability.

Unconditional Election

God has chosen some peopleto go to Heaven and
other peopleto goto Hell. Thischoiceisnot based
onany qualitiesof the person being elected. This
selectionisnot based on God' sforeknowledge of
whowill “get saved” inthefuture.

Limited Atonement

God limited Hisatonement to only thosewho are
elect. When Jesusdied onthecross, Hedid not
diefor thesinsof thewholeworld; Heonly died for
those Hewanted to go to Heaven.

Irresistible Grace

Thegracethat God extendsto the elect cannot be
refused. God putsinto the heartsof theelect an
irresstible desireto turnto Him and accept His
salvation. Thisdesireisso overpowering that no
onecanrefuseit.

Per sever ance of the Saints

Since God has determined who will get saved and
they cannot resist Hiscall, they areunconditionally
and eternally secureinthat election. Therefore,
those who have been chosen to be saved will
alwaysstay saved. They cannot resist or losethelr
sdvation.

Although many peopleattributethe TUL 1Pto John
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Calvin, hewasn't the onewho devel opedit. About
ayear after JamesArminiusdied, hisfollowers
became concerned about some of the“ harsh”
doctrinescoming from the Churchesin Holland.

S0, on January 14, 1610, they presented their five
main concernsto the States-General. Thisdocu-
ment wasfirst known asthe Remonstrance (pro-
test) and later on becameknown astheFive
Articlesof Faith. Theideasinthisdocument were
not new, of course; they had been around for over a
thousand years. TheFiveArticlesof Faith,
however, did consolidatetheseideasinto aformat
that was conciseand understandable.

The Synod examined the articlesand rejected them.
They didn’t, however, feel that amererejectionwas
aufficient. Asaresult, they wroteadocument (first
known asthe Counter-Remonstrance) that
countered each of thefivepoints. Thefivechapters
they wrote embodied the Calvinistic position and
later became know asthe*Five Pointsof Calvin-
ism.” Later, theword TULIPwascoined to quickly
identify the Five Pointsof Calvinism.

Theofficia andfina responsetothe Arminian’s
Five Articles of Faith camefrom the Synod of
Dordrecht (1618). Thefirst monthwas spent on
other issues, but thelast 180 dayswere spent
addressing the Five Articlesof Faith. The Synod
wrotewhat became known asthe Canons of
Dordrecht, later shortened to Cannonsof Dort.

(Source: Schaff, Vol 3, pp. 581-596.) Listed
below isamore detailed description of the Five
Pointsof Calvinism (TULIP).

Total Depravity

Whenmanfell, sin permeated every part of his
personality. Thisincludeshisthinking, emotions,
andwill. Total depravity doesnot mean heis
necessarily intensaly sinful, it only meansthat Snhas
encompassed hisentirebeing.

Theunregenerate (unsaved) manisdeadinhissins.
Without the power of theHoly Spirit, the natural
manisblind and deaf to the message of the gospel.
Manwill never seek God on hisown; hewill never
haveadesirefor God or righteousness. Thisiswhy
Tota Depravity hasalso been called “ Total Inabil-
ity.” Sincemanistotally incapable of seeking God,
hewill never find salvation through Jesus Christ on
hisown. Theonly timeaperson seeksthissalva
tioniswhen Godinsertsa“desirefor God” inhis
heart.

Unconditional Election

Unconditiond Electionisthedoctrinethat states
God has chosen whowill get saved and whowill be
damnedfor eternity. Thisselectionisnot based
upon the condition of the person’sheart or any of
hismerits. A person’shumility, love of God, and
desirefor righteousnessare not part of thisselec-
tion. Thisselectionisalso not based on God
looking into thefuture and seeing who “ will accept”
theoffer of thegospel. God has elected somefor
glory and othersfor damnation. Thiselectionis
based solely upon the counsal of Hisownwill. His
selection of the elect wasdonelong beforethe
universewasever created.

Limited Atonement (Particular Redemption)

God limited Hisatonement to only thosewho are
thedect. When Jesusdied onthe cross, Hedid
not diefor the sins of thewholeworld, Hedied for
only those Hewanted to go to Heaven. Christ died
to atonefor thesinsof specificsnners. “Itis
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obvious,” (the Calvinistssay), “that God did not
atonefor all men, becausenot al men aresaved.”

Irresistible Grace

Thegracethat God offersto the elect cannot be
refused. God putsinto the heartsof theelect an
irresstibledesireto turnto Him and accept His
salvation. Thisimplanted desireisso overpowering
that it cannot beresisted or refused. Thisirresistible
desireinsuresthat everyonewho has been elected
will goto Heaven. Noneof theelect will ever goto
Hell. TheCalvinist says“What acomfortitisto
know that the gospel of Christ will penetrate our
hard, sinful heartsand wondrously save usthrough
thegraciousinward call of theHoly Spirit!” The
Calvinistwill dsosay, “Thisdoctrineisagreat
comfort tothe Christianwhoiswitnessing; he
knowsthat hewill alwaysbe successful. Whenhe
iswitnessing to aperson, he hasthe assurance that
if God wantsthat person to be saved, hewill be
saved.”

Per sever ance of the Saints

Since God hasdetermined who will get saved and
they cannot resist Hiscall, they areunconditionally
and eternally secureinthat election. Therefore,
thosewho have been chosen to be saved will
alwaysstay saved. They cannot resist or losethelr
salvation. Thereareno exceptionstotherule. Asa
result, the Christian has* eternal security.” Since
therewas nothing aperson could do to get saved in
thefirst place, thereisnothing hecandotolosehis
sdvation.
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Calvinism Versus
Hyper-Calvinism

Chapter: 14.08
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1998 -2003

In aprevious Chapter (Summary of Calvinism
and Arminianism), welooked at the difference
between Calvinismand Arminianism. Over the
years, theword“Calvinist” had developed alarge
number of meanings. Thishascreated agreat deal
of confusion and problems.

A Calvinist, 400 yearsago, was someonewho
adhered to theteachings of John Calvin. A centra
themethese people dearly embraced back then
wasthedoctrineof selectivesavation. Thiswas
theorigina definition of Cavinismandit ill holds
truetoday.

Asagenera rule, agroup’snameusualy belongsto
thegroupthat hashistorically held thetitle. Thisis

especidly truewhentheorigind belief isstill being
held by alargegroup of people. Thepresent day
“Cavinig” ill holdstothe corebdiefsof the
higoricd Cavinig.

Today, we havetwo basic groupswho call them-
selves” Cavinists.” Thefirst group of peopleare
thosewho still hold to the coreteachings of John
Calvin, especidly selectivesdvation. Thesecond
group of peoplearethosewho strongly oppose
Arminianism. They believeaperson can’t work
their way to Heaven and can’t losetheir salvation
(common teaching of Armenianism). SinceCalvin-
ismisoften viewed asbeing the“opposte’ of
Arminianism, they think they must be Calvinigts.
Thisbdlief isreinforced by theteachings of someof
thetrue Cavinigts. Following aresomeof their
gatements.

B “It must beevident that therearejust two
theorieswhich can bemaintained by evangdlica
Chrigtiansupon thisimportant subject; that all
men who have made any study of it, and who
have reached any settled conclusionsregarding
it, must beeither Calvinistsor Armenians.
Thereisno other positionwhicha’‘ Christian’
cantake.” (Boettner, Predestination, p. 333)

B “... onlythesetwo general schemesof Chris-
tiandoctrinearelogically possible... inthe
future, asthe past, all evangelical believerswill
belong either to onedogmatic divisonor the
other” (W. Shedd, Calvinism: Pureand
Mixed, 1986, p. 149)

Asyou can see, an“either-or” pictureisbeing
painted. Either youarean Armenianwhois*not
followingtheBible’ or you readoctrinaly sound
Calvinist. (Look at the Chapters Are You a Cal-
vinist, Armenian, or in-between? and Thisis not
an Attack for moreinformation about the* either-
or” polarization.) Asaresult, many peoplecall
themsaves Calvinists, eventhough they arenot true
Cdvinigs,

The peopleinthe second group do not believein
sectivesavation. They believesavationisopen




BibleHelp.org

toall people. Interestingly, thissecond group of
people has developed anew word for thetrue
Calvinigts: Hyper-Calvinists. They makeit sound
likethetrue Calvinistshave added something extra
tother doctrinethat makesthem“hyper” or
extreme. Inredlity, thoseinthefirst group of

people arethe oneswho haveremained faithful to
theorigina tenantsof Calvinism.

Arethe peoplein the second group actually Calvin-
ists? No, of coursenot. They can, of course, call
themselves Cavinists, if they want. A personhas
theright to call himself whatever hewants. If a
personwantsto cal himsdlf aCalvinist, eventhough
he doesn't adhereto the main doctrine of Calvin-
ism, hecandoit. It'slikeapersonwho believesin
God cdlinghimself an“atheist.” Hehastherightto
dothat, but it would causeagreat deal of confu-
son.

It doesn't really matter to mewhat people cal
themselves. | am, however, concerned about the
problemsthisconfusion produces. Inthe chapter
Why isthislssue Important, | talk about these
problems. | point out unlessapersonistruly
convinced God wantseveryoneto be saved, hewill
not sacrificeto reach unsaved peoplewith the
gospel. Selective Salvationistscounter thisargu-
ment by saying “ Cavinists’ havehad, and till have,
thelargest missionary outreach of al Protestant
groups. Therefore, they say, thedoctrine of Selec-
tive Salvation actudly increasesmissionary efforts,
not diminishesit.

Selective Salvationistsdo have missionaries, but its
sizeisnot very large. Thereason Selective Sdva-
tionistssay they havethelargest missionary out-
reachisbecausethey includeall of the other
churcheswho mistakenly call themselves*® Calvin-
ists.” 1f youdo not includeal of these churches, the
number of missionariesteaching selectivesavation
isgreatly reduced.

| want to point out again (as| did in the chapter
Thisisnot an Attack) | am not trying to criticize or
attack apersonwhoisatrue Cavinist. | thinkitis
important, however, to clear up thismisunderstand-

ing. | believethedoctrine of selectivesalvation
produces complacency and | think peoplearegoing
toHell because of it. | firmly believethefatesof
billionsof peopleareaffected by thisdoctrine.

Interesting SideNote about Name Changing

Theframersof theU.S. Constitution never envi-
sioned atwo-party politica system. Infact, they
didn’'t evenwant aparty systemat all. Havingjust
been freed from thetyranny of Europe, party
affiliationwasconsidered “ snister” and “ contempt-
ible.” GeorgeWashington'sfarewell speech
warned people against creating aparty system.

America sfounding politiciansdidn’t haveale-
giancesto aspecific party or “politica machine.”
Origindly, theframersof the Congtitution envisioned
anideal stuationwhereleaderswould “takesides’
inadebate simply because of theissueat hand.
Oncethey finished debating theissue, the politicians
wouldfall back into non-alignment whilewaiting for
thenextissue.

Human nature, beingwhat it is, has caused person-
ality clashes, which haveresulted in peoplesiding
withther friendsand against their enemies. After a
whilethesed liances (based on friendship) became
moreimportant thantheissuesthemselves. Itdidn't
takelong for dominant personditiesto polarizeand
dividethepaliticiansintofactions.
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Jefferson

Hamilton

Therivary between Jefferson and Hamilton sowed
the seedsfor the creation of aparty system. These
two men strongly opposed each other on how
strong the Central government should be. People
starting calling thosewho wanted astrong centra
government “ Federalist” and those who opposed
themwerecdled” Anti-Federdist.” In1796the
Anti-Federaistsgrouped together and adopted the
name* Democratic Republicans.” Later they
changeditto”Republicans.” Then, duringthe
Andrew Jackson Presidency, it wasrenamed
“Democrdic.”

Asyou can see, thistypeof namechangingisfertile
ground for confusion and misunderstandings.
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The“Privilege’ of Being One
of the Elect

Chapter: 14.09
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1998 -2003

Themovie WeWere Soldiersisatrue story based
onthelifeof Lt. Col. Hal Moore. It'sabout the
first mgjor battlefor theAmericansinVietnam
(1965). ThebattleintheLaDrang Valley (affec-
tionately referred to asthe Valley of Death) was
brutal and fierce, ofteninvolving handto hand

combat. About 400 American soldierswere
trapped inthevalley and had to fight night and day
tostay dive. After threedaysof fighting, the
Americanswere ableto overpower the Vietcong.
Whenit wasall said and done, 80 Americansand
over 1,800 Vietcong had been killed.

After thebattlewasover, Lt. Col. Mooresaid, “I'll
never forgivemysdf.” Surprised, aperson nearby
asked himwhy. Struggling to maintain hiscompo-
sure, hesaid, “ That my men [pause] that my men
diedand| didn't.”

Lt. Col. Moore' ssurviva wasabittersweet victory.
Yes, hewasgrateful he survived and wasableto
returnto hisfamily. Yet, hewashaunted by thefact
many of thosearound him did not sharethe same
fate. It broke hisheart many of hismenwerenot as
fortunate ashewas. Herealized hissurvival and
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their demisewasonly anissueof chance.

Lt. Col. Moore' sresponseissimilar to theresponse
of survivorsof other great tragedies. For example,
many firefighterswho survived theWorld Trades
Center attack feel guilty they survived whilemany of
their brothersdidn’t. It bothersthemthat “chance”
favored them and not the others.

Oneof thethingsthat surprised meinmy study of
sl ective sal vation wasthe comments made by
Selective Sdvationists. A commonthemel heard
was*“| fed privileged and honored to be one of the
elect.” They say thereasonthey witnessisbecause
of the*” privilegeof finding the other elect and telling
them thegood news.” They look forwardtotelling
the other elect of their “good fortune.”

To behonest, | am troubled by these comments.
Let’'ssay, for the sake of argument, selective
savationistrue. | would, of course, bevery
grateful to have been chosento goto Heaven. |
would want no other destiny. Yet, itwould bea
very bittersweet situation. | would havetremen-
dous sorrow for those selected togoto Hell. 1t
would break my heart to know somewill not make
ittoHeaven. | would not fed “privileged” tobe
oneof theelect.

I”'m not trying to be disrespectful or unappreciative.
| would genuinely appreciate going to Heaven. Yet,
| would havegreat difficulty rgoicinginmy good
fortune. My selection would be bittersweet.
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How Long Has Selective
Salvation been Popular?

Chapter: 14.10
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1998 -2003

Some Sdlective Savationistswill try totell you
selective salvation hasbeen acentral theme of
Chrigtianity sincetheApostle Paul. Inredity,
though, selective salvation did not have adominant
rolein Chrigtianity until 400 yearsago (duringthe
Reformation period). Itistruethisdoctrinecanbe
traced back to Augustine (354-430AD), but its
impact wasextremely limited. Listed below are
variouscommentsabout how selective salvation
gained immense popul arity during the Reformation.

B “Just ask yourself what would have become of
Europeand Americaif inthe 16" Century the
star of Calvinism had not suddenly arisen onthe
horizon of Western Europe.” (Kuyper, Lec-
tures on Calvinism, p. 39)

B “Fromthetimeof Augustineuntil thetime of
the Reformation very littleemphasiswasplaced
onthedoctrineof Predestination.” (Boettner,
Predestination, p. 367)

B “Most of them[Calvinists] readily admit that
‘thedoctrine of Predestination received such
littleattention’ beforeAugustine.” (Good,
Calvinists, p. 49)

B “Thesequestionswere seldom agitated from
thetimeof S. Paul tothat of Augustine.”
(Edward Gibbon, The History of the Decline
and Fall of the Roman Empire, Vol. 2, 236)

B “Cusgtanceexplainsthat ‘ gradualy Augustinian
theol ogy was emascul ated by Roman Catholic
theologians.” (Custance, The Sovereignty of
Grace p. 37)

B “Thefactis, thelimited view wasnot popularly

held until theformation of the Cannonsof the
Synod of Dort (1619) and the Westminster
Confession of Faith (1647).” (TheDeath
Christ Died, Robert Lightner, p14.)
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Why did Selective Salvation
gain Popularity?

One of the Royal families in Europe

Chapter: 14.11
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1998 -2003

Why did the doctrine of selectivesalvationgain so
much appeal 400 yearsago? Therearetwo basic
reasons. First, the Reformation brought about great
doctrina instability. Therewasnoofficial church

doctrinefor the Reformers, and thisvoid wasfertile
ground for avariety of new doctrines. Second, the
culture of Europe 400 yearsago (theelite societies
withther inherent superiority) greetly influenced the
formation of the Reformers’ new doctrines.

The Reformation brought about alarge number of
changesin Christendom. For thefirsttimeinover a
millennium, the Christianswere not told what to
believe. They hadtheliberty to decidefor them-
selveswhat they felt wastrue. Addedtothis, the
Biblewasnow inthelanguage of theaverage
person (up to thispoint only church leadershad
accesstotheBible). The Reformerswere now
ableto study the scripturesthemselvesand draw
their own conclusions. Althoughwetakethis
privilegefor granted, it wassomething very new
back then. Many Christianswere not equipped for
studying the Biblethemselves. They werenot
awareof theextremeimportance of studying
scriptureinitscontext.

At thispoint, therewerealarge number of Chris-
tianscreating abrand new doctrina stancefrom
scratch. Althoughit would beniceto say that
secular culture pressure doesnot influence Christian
culture, it does. Travel around theworld and you
will seethat achurch culturevariesgrestly, depend-
ing onthesurrounding culture. Thesameproblem
wasprevaent 400 yearsago. Whenthe Reformers
were creating their doctrinal stance, the social
culture of the 1500swasfertileground for the
doctrineof selectivesavation. Thefedling of
inherent superiority wasabasic part of their
cultureand it rubbed off onthe Christian culture.

Europe, of course, had itsroya familieswhowere
inaspecid classall of their own. Therewasa
tremendousfedling of inherent superiority amongst
these people and they were quite vocal about it.
Althoughwetakeequdity (all menbeing created
equd) for granted, the concept wasvery foreignto
them. Theexistenceof privileged classeswasjust
an accepted fact of life. Thesuperiorslivedin
excessiveabundancewhiletheinferiorslivedin
deplorableand deadly conditions.
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It wasn't only the* Royas” whofelt superior. There
wereother elitegroups, such asthe Knightswith
their chivary andthe* gentlemen.” Thesegentlemen
aredifferent from our present day gentlemen. We
usudly think of agentleman as someonewho opens
thedoor for alady, etc. Yet, back then, agentleman
was aperson who was part of aspecial class.
Therewereacouple of uniquethingsabout these
gentlemen. Firg, they weregoverned by astrict
codeof honor and giving their word “ asagentle-
man” wasvery binding. Second, agentlemanwould
never stoop to do the manual labor of a“com-
moner.” Thisisonereason why some of theearly
coloniesinthe New Worldfailed so miserably.

The cultureof inherent superiority wasfertileground
for thedoctrine of the selective salvation. Since
peoplewere used to theideaof God making special
classeshereon Earth, the teaching that Hewould
makeaspecia classfor salvationdidn’t raisered
flagswith many people. It actudly fitinquitewdll
with the scheme of things. Sincethe people promot-
ing thisdoctrinefet they were part of theeect (thus
they weren’t theonesgoing to Hell), theideaof
selectivesavation didn’'t seemto betoo unfair.

Thepopularity sdlectivesdvationgained during this
eraisgtill felt today. Many Christianssay, “| can't
understand how selective salvationtiesinwiththe
rest of the Bible, but since many credible denomina-
tionsand popular preachersteachit, there must be
sometruthtoit.”

A Gentleman and a Lady

They fed thethrust of the Bible centerson God's
lovefor thewholeworld and Hisdesireto bring it
back to Himself. It talksabout Hisburdenfor all
of thelost and Hisdesirefor their redemption.
They fed that the concept of selectivesalvation
contradictsthemain thrust of the Bible.

| believeif aperson wereto be cut off from cultural
influencesand would study the Bibletotaly inits
own context, hewould not concludeit teaches
sectivesavation. | believeif inherent superiority
(Royals, etc.) wasnot so fundamentally apart of

the culture400 yearsago, the new teaching of

sel ective salvation back thenwould haveraised
multiplered flagsand would havefaded awvay. Asa
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result, | don't think selective salvation would be
influencing today’sChrigtian culture.

| feel if thedoctrine of selective salvation wasnot so
prevalentintoday’s Christian culture, most Chris-
tianswould question itsvaidity much morecare-
fully. Unfortunately, many Christiansfed that snce
many great Christian leadersteach selectivesalva
tion, there must be moreto thisdoctrinethan what
meetstheeye. Therefore, eventhoughthey don’t
understand it, they fedl there must be sometruthto
it. Eventhough it appearsto contradict therest of
theBiblethey fedl it must be one of those* hidden
mysteries.” | amnot saying no onewould believein
selectivesalvation apart from cultural pressures, I'm
just sayingit would befar lesspopular.

Inthefollowing chapter (Are All Men Created
Equal?) wewill cover theissue of inherent superi-
ority further. 1twill contrast our current “equa”
soci ety with the society of Europe 400 yearsago.
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AreAll Men Created Equal?

Chapter: 14.12
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1998 -2003

In the previous chapter (Why did Selective Salva-
tion gain Popularity?) we saw how certain groups
felt they wereinherently superior. Thefeding of
inherent superiority wasnot limited to the Reforma-
tionperiod. That fedingistill presentinmany
partsof theworld. Themajority of our current
world conflictsarearesult of onegroup thinking
they are better than another. Although somewars
aretheresult of greedy land grabs, alarge number
aredriven moreby ethnic prideand anger. Thisis
thereason why brutal ethnic cleansingisso com-
moninmany of theseconflicts. Thefedling of
superiority isincredibleamongst theseethnic
groups. Many of these groupsactualy believethey
areinherently better than those around them. They
actually believethey were created superior tothe
other groups.

Althoughitiseasy for usto condemntheNazisfor
believing they werethe* master race,” many other
countrieshavetaught doctrinessmilar to thisover
thecenturies. A closelook at their writingswill
reveal adoctrineof superiority. Theamazingthing
isaperson doesn’t need to haveremarkable
intelligence, extraordinary skills, or haveincredible
wealthinorder tofedl superior. Even peoplewe

think should have nothing to brag about often feel
superior. Therearesometribeslivinginthejungles
who actually call themselves*” Thepeople.” Sur-
prisingly, when someof thesetribeswerefirst told
that God Almighty loved them, they responded, “ Of
course Hedoes, we are The people.”

Thesmugnessof believing theworld revolves
around ushasled to many atrocities. Scientists
wereburned at the stake simply because they dared
to say theuniversedid not revolve around our
planet. Obvioudly, theseburningswerea so politi-
cally motivated, but it does show how egocentric
our thinking can become.

Itisdifficult for those of uswhowerebornina
“melting pot” country (acountry where numerous
cultures are blended together) to comprehend how
deepthefedingsof ethnic superiority canrun.
Usualy, theonly typesof classeswedea within
Americaaretheonesbased onincome and educa
tion (upper class, middleclass, etc.). Theseclasses
are not based oninherent superiority. IntheU.S,,
breeding and pedigree are not nearly asimportant
asthey arein other countries. Thisiswhy apeanut
farmer can becomethe President of the United
Statesand apoor boy from Texas can grow up and
becomeamulti-billionaire,

Evenour “enlightened” society withitsrevolutionary
philosophy of equality (“al menarecreated equa”)
had ahard timeactually treating everyone asequal .
Blacksgained theright to votein 1867, women
gained theright tovotein 1920, and Indians (the
oneswho originally owned thisland) were prohib-
ited fromvoting in somestatesaslateas 1954. In
fact, the abstract to my property (dated Oct. 4,

| 38 4
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1944) strictly prohibited the property being sold to
anyone, but whites. (Thedocument below says,
“Said property shall not be used, sold, occupied,
transferred or otherwise disposed of to other than
theCaucasianrace.”

Unknown to most Americans, many whitemales
wereeven denied theright to vote. After the
American Revolution, someof our founding fathers
tried prohibiting everyone, except thearistocrats,
from voting and holding positionsof leadership. In
fact, some of the states actually passed such laws
and many white men were prohibited from voting.
If our country with dl of itsconcernfor equality,
blatantly treated “inferiors’ soterribly, imaginehow
bad it must have been in Europe 400 years ago.

InIndia, thesocia classsystem (caste) istakento
anextreme. There, thecastesystemisetchedin
stone. One does not movefrom one casteto
another. Thewelfaresystemandrelief effortswe
haveintheUnited Statesare almost nonexistent
over there. Infact, helping apersonin poverty is
consdered doing himaseriousdisservice. They
believeapersonisinpoverty (or alower caste)
because heispaying for thesinsof hispast lives
(reincarnation). If youweretohelprelievehim of
hissuffering, youwould forcehimtobebornin
poverty again, or evenworse, asananimal. Asa
result, thereisasmugnessand prideinbeing bornin
the special superior class.

| believeal menand women are created equal. | do
not believe God has created aspecial classof
salvationavailableonly toaselect few. | believe
Godisno respecter of personsand isoffering His
loveand sdvationto al mankind.

constructed septlc tank, ”!ﬂ’ sold, occupied, _u_mfarmd or nthmiu

THIRD: Seid property Bhall not be
© dispossd of to other than the

e

A copy of the abstract to my property saying, “ Said property shall not be used, sold
occupied, transferred or otherwise disposed of to other than the Caucasian race.”
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| nter esting Facts about
Slavery and “ Equality”

Chapter: 14.13
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1998 -2003

Most peopleare not awarethat Thomas Jefferson’s
original draft of the Declaration of Independence
said King Georgewas personally responsiblefor
theAfrican davetradeinAmerica. Part of his
declarationsaid:

“He[King George] haswaged cruel war against
human natureitself. Violatingitsmost sacredrights
of lifeand liberty in the persons of distant people
who have never offended him. Capturing and
carrying theminto davery in another hemisphereor
toincur miserabledeath intheir transportation
thither. Thispiratical warfare, the appropriation of
infidel powersisthewarfareof the Christian King
of Gregt Britain.

“Determined to keep open amarket where men
should be bought and sold, he has prostituted his
negativefor suppressing every legidativeatempt to
prohibit or restraining this despicable commerce.
Determined to keep open amarket wheremen
should bebought or sold.”

The del egates of South Carolinaand Georgiawere
not happy about these commentsabout davery.
They lobbied hard to get these statementsremoved.
Asareault of their insistence, thissection was
deleted.

Thomas Jefferson

Thomas Jefferson was considered to be the most
“enlightened” of our Founding Fathers. Hewasone
of the strongest advocates of the equality doctrine.
Yet, eventhisenlightened man had problems
viewingal menasequa. Thomas Jefferson himself
kept and sold slaves. (Source: Don’t Know Much
About the Civil War, by Kenneth Davis)

Dred Scott

Another example of Americatreating peopleas
beinginherently inferior istheinfamous Dred Scott
decision. The Dred Scott decision wastheland-
mark casethat upheld American davery.
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Chief Justice Roger Taney

Chief Justice Roger Taney said that the Constitution
protects people (davehol ders) from being deprived
of life, liberty, or “ property.” Slaves, accordingto
Taney, were property likecowsand goats. The
highest court in our nation said that blackswere
nothing morethan property. Onceagain, | would
liketo say that if our enlightened free country has
had thismuch troublewith inherent superiority, think
about how bad Europe was 400 years ago.

I nteresting Side Note about
Endavingyour Children

P
i

Slaveswereviewed asthe“property” of the
daveholder soit waseasy for daveholdersto
rationalizeinappropriatetrestment of thedaves.
Slaveholderscould beat, starve, and evenkill their
daves. They evenrationaized their ingppropriate
sexud encounterswith their daves.

Normally, amanisconsidered to bean unfaithful
adulterer if heishaving sex with someone other than
hiswife. Yet, many daveholdersdid not view
having sex withdavesasadultery. Slaveswerejust
property. Thereisno unfathfulnessinvolved
becausethedavesarenot really human.

Thewivesof thedaveholders, of course, usually
saw it differently. Thisunfaithfulnessusualy made
them extremely angry. Asaresult, children pro-
duced by these extramarital encounterswereusually
severely mistreated by thewife.

To hide parentd partidity, these daveholderswould
usualy haveto quietly sit back and watch their own
children beaten and tortured. Therewould evenbe
occasionswhereadaveholder’ssonwould ruth-
lesdy beat hishalf-brother smply becausehisskin
wasafew shadesdarker. (Insomesituations,
someof thesetortured childrendidn’t evenlook
black.)

Toavoid future problemswiththeir wives(andto
protect their illegitimate children), daveholders
would often sdll their children. Thiscruel twist of
events exposed the deep hypocrisy of thedave
practice. A father wasforcedto sell hisownflesh
and blood smply because hewasnot willing to
admit blackswere humanswiththe sameliberties
andrightsaswhites.
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Open Salvation

Chapter: 14.14
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1998 -2003

| havefound most Christiansdo not believein
sdlectivesdvation. They believethegift of salvation
(through Jesus Christ) isopento everyone. People
who believe salvation isopento everyoneare
“Open Salvationists.” | havefound most open
Savationigsfdl into oneof threegroups:

B Thosewho are unaware of the controversy.

B Thosewho havethoroughly studied thisissue
(theminority).

B Thosewho have heard afair anount about
€lection and predestination, but find it very
confusing (themgjority). They can’tfigureout
how it tieswith therest of the Bible, sothey
assumeit must be one of those unsolvable
“myseriesof theBible.”

Itisthisthird group | want to talk about. Most
Open Salvationistshave madethe Bibletheir final
authority. Evenif it teaches something they don’t
like or understand, they accept it. So, whenthey
run acrossthe versesthat talk about predestination
and election, they feel obligated to“acceptit.” Of
course, they don’t really know what they are

accepting becauseit so confusing to them. Asa
result, they end uplocking it away intothelittlevault
intheir mind. Seldom, if ever, dothey bring up the
subject of predestination or election.

These peoplestrongly believesavationisopento
everyone. Yet, if youwereto specifically ask them
about predestination and el ection, somewould say
therehasto besometruthtoit becauseitisinthe
Bible. If youwereto ask them how they areable
to reconcile predestination with open salvation, they
usualy cannot provideasolid answer. They usualy
say they do not believe God would arbitrarily
select certain peopleto goto Heaven or Hell. They
would say thisselection must have something to do
with God'sforeknowledge of whoisgoingto get
saved inthefuture. Inother words, they try to
rationalizethisconfusing doctrineinto something
they find plausible. If youask themto provide
scriptureto substanti ate thisinterpretation, they
can't.

Thepurposeof thissectionistolook at thisconfus-
ing subject and try to help you make senseout of it.
Theissueof selectivesavationisvery complex and
coverssevera subjects. Inorder tounrave this
complex issue, wewill study each of the compo-
nentsseparately.
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Thisisnot an Attack

Chapter: 14.15
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1998 -2003

Theaudience eruptsinto chaos asthe speaker tries
to answer the question. Severa dozen peoplejump
totheir fet, yelling and pointing their fingers. The
speaker triesin vainto bring the meeting to order.
People stand faceto faceyelling at thetop of their
VOiCes.

A couple peoplejump onto the platform and begin
yelling their concernsto theaudience. Another
person pushes himsealf behind the podium and tries
to grab themicrophone. Onthefloor, awoman
startshitting the person next to her with her purse.

Although thisunfortunate show of disharmony is
typical of many political debates, I’ m saddened to
say that it wasa” Town Meeting” at achurch. This
church split, likemany church splits, wasaresult of
afight over doctrinal issues. Thedoctrinebeing
debated wasthe Second Coming of Christ. Some
weresaying Jesuswill comeback at the beginning
of theTribulation period (pre-tribulation) and others
weresaying Hewill comeback inthemiddleof the
Tribulation (mid-tribulation). Thecongregation had
been arguing over thisissuefor several monthsand
the Town Mesting wasapublic exhibition of what
had been taking placein private.

Fightsover doctrine have ruined numerousfriend-
shipsand destroyed many churches. Although fed
itisimportant to bedoctrinally sound, | sofeel we
need to be careful in how wediscussdoctrina
issueswithothers. Therefore, | usually don’t go out
of my way to cover highly controversia subjects
just for the sakeof discussingit.

Thedoctrineof selective salvationisavery contro-
versial and divisivesubject. Itisnot uncommonfor
Chrigtiansto becomehighly emotiona tryingto
defend or refuteit. | havenointention ofengagingin
thisemotional debate. | did not writethissectionto
try to convince others“l amright” or to“win others
overtomy side” I'vewrittenthischapter because
of my concernfor thelost. Thefateof billionsof
soulsisdirectly affected by thisdoctrine. If itistrue
that salvationisbeing offered to al people, not just
aselect few, this section needsto bewritten.

If youareaCalvinist, pleasedonot feel | am
criticizing or attackingyou. Therearemany great
Chrigtianswho are Calvinists. Please understand
my intent for writing thischapter.

| haveread alarge number of books on this sub-
ject, and onething that standsout istheloveand
devotion many Christianshavetoward thisdoctrine.
Infact, many Christiansplacethisdoctrineright
next to thedoctrine of salvation. Listed below are
some of the comments about thisdoctrine.

B “Calvinismisreligionat theheight of itscon-
ception. Cavinismisevangdicdisminitspurest
and only stableexpression.” (Warfield, Calvin,
p. 497)

B “Thecentral thought of Calvinismis, therefore,
thegreat thought of God” (Henry Meeter, The
Basic Ideas of Calvinism, p. 17)

B “Calvinistictheology isthe greatest subject that
hasever exercised themind of man.”
(Boettner, Predestination, p. 335)

B “Calvinismthusemergesto our sight asnothing
more or lessthan the hope of theworld.”
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(Werfield, Calvin, p. 507)

B “|t hasbeen correctly said that Calvinismis
purebiblical Chrigtianity initsclearest and
purest expression.” (Leonard Coppes, Are
Five Points Enough? The Ten Points of
Calvinism, p. xi)

Asyou can see, thisdoctrineisheldin very high
esteemincertaincircles. Thisisthereasonthat any
negativeanaysisisviewed asan attack against the
doctrinethey cherish. Sometimesthey cometothe
defense of thisdoctrinewith thesamedevotionasa
mother bear protecting her cub. Many Selective
Salvationistsfed that thisdoctrineisthegospe
itself. Listed below are somecommentsthey have
madeconcerningthis:

B “Cavinismisthe Gospe andtoteach Cavin-
ismisinfact to preachthe Gospdl.” (Custance,
Sovereignty of Grace, p. 302)

B “CavinismistheGospd. Itsoutstanding
doctrinesaresmply thetruthsthat makeup the
Gospel.” (Engelsma, Defense of Calvinism, p.
4)

B “Calvinismisthe Gospel, and nothing else.”
(Spurgeon, Spurgeon’s Sovereign Grace
Sermons, 1990, p. 2)

B “Thereisnosuchthingaspreaching Christ and
Him crucified unlessyou preach what now-a-
daysiscaled Cavinism.” (Spurgeon, Sover-
eign Grace Sermons, p.129)

They fedl that thedoctrineof selectivesalvationis
the clearest and most prominent theme of the Bible.
Listed bel ow are some commentsthey have made
concerningthis:

B “TheBiblenot only teachesthe doctrine, but
makesit prominent —so prominent that you can
only get rid of Election by gettingrid of the
Bible.” (Bishop, The Doctrinesof Grace, p.
167)

B “Thedoctrineof electionisacardina teaching
of the Scriptures.” (Chafer, Theology, vol. 1,
p. 246)

B “Thestory of theBibleisthestory of uncondi-
tional election.” (Seaton, The Five Points of
Calvinismp. 12)

B “Bedoved, if theBibleteachesanything at al, it
teachesthat God predestined usunto salvation
beforethefoundation of theWorld. TheBible
teaches el ection from Genesisto Revelation.
Throughout the ages, God has alwaysworked
onthebasisof election.” (Halff, The Baptist
Examiner, Dec. 23, 1989, p. 6)

Selective Sdvationists continue on by ingsting that
the most prominent peoplewithin Chrigtianity
believeinthisdoctrine. Listed below aresome
commentsthey have made concerningthis:

B “|twasGod Himself that originated thefive
statementsof grace.” (Everman, The Baptist
Examiner, Dec. 1, 1995, p. 4)

B “Christ taught the doctrineswhich have come
to beknown asthefive pointsof Cavinism.”
(Ducan, The five Points of Calvinism, p. 10)

B “... thisteachingwasheld by theapostles.”
(Davis, The Berea Baptist Banner, Feb. 5,
1995, p. 30)

B Theapostle Paul wasCalvinistic.
(McFetridge, Calvinismin History, p, 14)

B “Christand Hisapostles’ were Cavinistic.
(Cockréll, Introduction to Tom Ross, p. v)

B “Christiansof theNew Testament timeswere
strong believersinthegreatnessand sovereignty
of God and consequently in the doctrines of
election and predestination.” (Mason, What is
to be, WI be, p. 151)

B “Among the past and present advocates of this
doctrineareto befound someof theworld's
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greatest and wisest men.” (Boettner, Predesti-
nation, p. 1)

B “Therecanbelittlequestionthat Calvinism...
has been professed in the modern world by the
most intelligent, moral, industrious, and freest of
mankind.” (Willis, quotedin Kuyper’s, For
Whomdid Christ Die?, p. 15)

B “Thereisno other systemof religioninthe
worldwhich hassuchagloriousarray of
martyrstothefaith.” (McFetridge, Calvinism
in History, p. 81)

B “Thegreat theologiansand scholars’ wereand
areCalvinist (Singer, John Calvin: HisRoots
and Fruits, p. 28)

Building uponthis, many Sdlective Sdlvationistsfed
thisdoctrineistheonly scriptura system. Listed
bel ow are some commentsconcerning this:

B “|tisquestionable whether adogmatic theology
whichisnot Cavinigticistruly Chrigtian.”
(Arthus Custance, The Sovereignty of Grace,
1979, p. 302)

B “Webelievethe Calvinistic systemto bethe
only one set forth inthe Scripturesand vindi-
cated by reason.” (Boettner, Predestination,
p. 352)

B “Calvinismistheonly syssemwhichistrueto
theWord of God.” (Talbot and Crampton,
Calvinism, Hyper-Calvinismand
Arminianism, p. 78)

W “... Calvinismisthepurest and most consistent
embodiment of thereligion of Faith.” (Boetner,
Reformed Faith, p. 1)

B “Thebottomlineisif you deny election, you
deny salvation by grace. Torgject electionisto
reject salvation by grace and promote salvation
by works.” (Morton, The Bereea Baptist
Banner, Jan. 5, 1995, p. 19)

B “Thosewho declarethat salvationisentirely by
the grace of God, and yet deny the doctrine of
election, hold aninconsistent position.”
(Boettner, Predestination, p. 95)

B “Wergect thedoctrine of e ection becausewe
redlly believethat we can ultimately save
ourselvesby our owndoings.” (Rose, The
Five Disputed Points of Calvinism, p. 20)

B “If predestination and election are not so, what
else? Theanswer isthen we don’t know how
everythingisgoingtoturnoutintheend!
Maybe Satan will defeat God and finally win
out!” (Mason, What isto be; will be, pp. 39-
40)

Based onadl this, many Selective Salvationistsfed
that any deviation from thisdoctrineisbad and
anful. Listed below are somecommentsconcern-
ingthis

B “... any compromiseof Calvinismisastep
towardshumanism.” (Tabot and Crampton,
Calvinism, Hyper-Calvinismand
Arminianism, p. 3)

B “Thereisno consstent stopping place between
Calvinismand atheism” (L. Boetner, The
Reformed Faith, 1983, p. 2)

B “ ... thefutureof Christianity isbound up with
that system of theology historically caled
Calvinism.” (Boettner, The Reformed Faith)

Considering how preciousthisdoctrineisto some
people, you can seewhy some are offended or
evenoutraged whenitiscriticized. You cansee
why an opponent of thisdoctrineisconsidered
heretical and apostate. Asasidenote: Apart from
believing thisdoctrineistheonly scriptura system,
they dsobelieveit hashad aprofound socia impact
onthisworld. Listed below are some comments
concerningthis

B “TheCalvinigtic countriesbecamethe countries
wherethe capitadistic system developed.”
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(Dakin, Calvinism, p. 203)

B “TheProtestant ‘work ethic’ wasdevel oped
from Calvin'steaching.” (Crampton, What
Calvin Says, p. 12)

B “Cdvinismisthemost formidableenemy which
socidismand communismfacetoday.” (Singer,
John Calvin: His Roots and Fruits, p. 48)

B “Calvinism hascaptured and guaranteed to us
our congtitutional civil rights.” (Kuyper, For
Whom Did Christ Die?, p. 40)

B “InEngland and Americathegreat strugglesfor
civil andreigiousliberty werenursedin Calvin-
ism, inspired by Calvinism, and carried out
largely by menwhowere Calvinists.”

(Boettner, Predestination, p. 390)

B Cavinismisresponsblefor the Revolutionary
War and the Constitution. (Singer, John
Calvin: His Roots and Fruits, pp. 42-43)

B “Our threeAmerican universitiesof greatest
historical importance, Harvard, Yae, and
Princeton, wereoriginaly founded by Calvin-
ists, asstrong Calvinist schools.” (Boettner,
Predestination, p. 397)

B “Cavinismisthemost formidableenemy which
socidismand communismfacetoday.” (Singer,
John Calvin: His Roots and Fruits, p. 48)

Itisimportant to understand that aperson who
speaksout against apopular view isnot dwaysan
apostate or atroublemaker. Sometimesitis
necessary to speak out to bring thetruth to light.
Thelifeof the British surgeon Joseph Lister (1827-
1912) isagood exampleof this. Thiswill be
coveredinthefollowing chapter (Being Misunder-
stood).
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Being Misunder stood

Chapter: 14.
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1998 -2003

In the previous chapter (Thisisnot an Attack) |
talked about how apersonisnot necessarily an
apostate or troublemaker ssmply because he speaks
out against apopular view. Sometimesit isneces-
sary to speak out to bring thetruth tolight. Thelife
of the British surgeon Joseph Lister (1827-1912) is
agood exampleof this.

Joseph Lister

At onetime, having surgery done on you was pretty
much adeath sentence. Funera arrangementswere
usually madefor thosewho were scheduled to have
surgery. A common report by the surgeonswas:
“Theoperation was successful, but the patient

died.”

Inhindsight, it iseasy for usto seethat using non-
sterilized equipment caused post surgery infections.
However, back then, thedoctorsdidn’t redizetheir
handsand surgical toolswere covered withmicro-
scopic, disease-causing organisms. They didn’t
realizethey wereflooding their patient’sbody witha
deadly army of bacteriaand viruses. Thedoctors
wereunknowingly killingtheir patients. This
problem, now known as oper ative sepsis, was
called hospital disease.

Louis Pasteur

Joseph Lister had been studying Louis Pasteur’s
research on bacteriaand itspossible connection
withinfections. Fromthisresearch, Joseph Lister
concluded surgica infectionsweretheresult of the
introduction of bacteriaviatheair, hands, etc. In
1865, Joseph Lister devel oped an antiseptic
surgical procedure and had remarkabl e success
with hisown surgeries. Our current hospital
procedures are based on hisantiseptic procedures.

You would think themedical community would have
welcomed thishelpful information. They didn’t. In
fact, Joseph Lister wasridiculed, criticized, and
harassed. Themedica community didn’tlike
having itsstatus quo questioned. Thenurses
regarded Lister’ sprocedures as eccentric, and they
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resented the extrawork hisobsessionswith cleanli-
nesswerecausing. Thedoctorswereangered at
theimplication they wereresponsiblefor someof
the desaths.

L ouis Pasteur and Joseph Lister were persond
friends and supported each other when the medical
community vicioudy attacked them. Sometimes
they felt they weredoneinthelr strugglesto bring
thetruthtolight. Peoplewereneedlessy dying, and
it seemed nobody waslistening.

The Germanswerethefirst to use antiseptic surgery
(during the Franco-Prussian War) and thousands of
livesweresaved. Americaand England stubbornly
held out. After many years, however, they dowly
(and rdluctantly) started implementing antiseptic
urgery.

History, of course, has shown Joseph Lister was
correct. Hispersstence hassaved millionsof lives.
Thedeath toll of WWI and WWII probably would
have been tentimesgreater had it not beenfor
antiseptic surgery. Infact, hadit not beenfor
antiseptic surgery, many of you would not be here
today becauseyour forefatherswould not have
survivedthewars.

Joseph Lister was not attacking these doctors; he
wasonly tryingto behelpful. Hewasonly tryingto
prevent needlessdeaths. | am not comparing
myself with Joseph Lister, but my motivationisthe
sameashis. I’m concerned about thefate of an
endangered world. |1 amonly addressing thisissue
because| believebillionsof peopleareneedlessy
goingtoHell. I amonly tryingto behelpful.

preciated thishonor.

Based on Joseph Lister’sresearch, Dr. Joseph Lawrence created
an antiseptic mouthwash. 1nhonor of Joseph Lister’s contribu-
tions, Lawrence named themouthwash after him (Listerine®). The
verdict, however, isgtill out on whether Joseph Lister actually ap-
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Why isthislssuel mportant?

Chapter: 14.17
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1998 -2003

In the chapter How Convinced are You? (inthe
section What About Those Without the Gospel ?),
wesaw unlessaChrigtianistruly convinced that the
people“without thegospel” aregoingto Hell, he
will not whole heartedly seek their deliverance. A
large number of Christiansare uncertain asto what
they believe about the* heathen;” they find the
whole subject confusing and conflicting. Asaresullt,
they find it difficult towhole heartedly endorse
aggressveforeign missonsprojects. Although
these Christiansarenot fully convinced the heathen
aredestined to Hell, they often attend churchesthat
support dozensof missionaries. Infact, many of
these peoplehave persondly givento missionary
projectsthemselves. Surprisingly, thereareaso
many missionarieswho areuncertain asto what
they believe about those who arewithout the

gospd.

You may wonder about thiscontradiction; why
would someone support something inwhichthey
don’t believe? It’simportant to understand these
Chrigtians are not against missionary outreaches,
they smply arenot convinced everyonewhois

R

without thegospel islost. Unfortunately, thislack of
convictionispart of thereason why theworld till
has not been evangelized after 2000 years.

Selective salvation isanother reason why some
peoplearenot convinced it isnecessary to whole-
heartedly pursueworld evangelism. Selective
Salvationiststeach that everyonewhois supposed
to get saved will get saved, with or without our
effort. Asaresult, many Christiansfeel thereisn'ta
need to make tremendous sacrificesto reach the
lost. They fed itisnot necessary for Christiansto
liveindeplorable conditionsand endureincredible
hardshipsin order to bring the gospel to remote
areas. They fed itisnot necessary to endanger
their livesby goinginto areaswherereligionsor
governmentsare hostiletothegospel. They believe
if the peopleintheseareasare chosentobe God's
children, they will be become Chrigtianswithout
thesegreat sacrifices.

If itisactualy truethat God has chosen only certain
peopleto be hischildren, we can rest assured
peoplearenot needlessy dying and going to Hell.
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Everyonewho issupposed to get saved will get
saved. Thosewho are not chosento beHis
children have been chosen to be condemned to
Héll. Thereisnothingwecandoto helpthemfind
theLord. They havebeen condemned to Hell from
theday they wereborn. Actually, they have been
condemned to Hell long beforethey wereeven
born and committed their first sin.

Considering the above, you would think the people
who hold thisbelief would not beinvolvedin
missionary outreaches. Surprisingly, someof them
are. Althoughthey do not promote missionsnearly
asmuch asother Christian groups, they still send
out missionaries.

Selective Sadvationistsfed privileged to be part of
the“chosen,” andthey fedl itisan honor to beable
to present the gospdl to the other chosenfew. This
iswhy they claimto have such an aggressive
missionary outreach. Believeit or not, Selective
Salvationistsactually claimto havemore missionar-
iesthanall other protestant groups. Thedtatistics,
however, don’t support thisclam. Infact, their
missionary outreachisvery small. Thechapter
Calvinismver sus Hyper-Calvinismexplainswhy
their missionary outreachismuch smaller thanwhat
they daim.

| have asked many peoplewho believein selective
salvation, “Why would aperson becomeamission-
ary if thechosen aregoing to get saved anyhow.”
Theanswer | usually receiveissomething like, “ For
thejoy of leading apersontothelLord.” Unfortu-
nately, if thisisthemissionary’smotivation, heisin
thewrong occupation. Missionary work isslow
and difficult, requiring yearsof groundwork we
often takefor granted herein the United States.
Many missionarieswill goyears, or even decades,
without ever leading apersontotheLord. Infact,
somemissionarieshave never led apersontothe
Lordwhileservingontheforeignfield. Theirtails,
of course, werenotinvain. Their yearsof work
built afoundation for futuremissionariesand
thousands have eventualy become Christians
because of their toils. For thesemissionaries,
however, therewasno “joy” of leading apersonto

theLord.

Asmentioned before, if itistrue God has chosen
who will be Hischildren, we can rest assured
peopleare not needlesdy goingto Hell. However,
if itisnot true, thenthisbelief hasleft Chrigtianswith
afasesenseof security and billionsof peopleare
needlessly goingto Hell. | believe peoplearegoing
to Hell because of thisbelief, and thisisthereason |
amaddressing it inthisbook.
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Part 2

What Does the Bible say about
Selective Salvation?
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What doesthe Bible Say?

Chapter: 14.18
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1998 -2003

Regardlessof our persond feelingson the subject
of selective salvation, we are bound to accept
whatever the Bibleteaches. Asaresult, our next
logical stepistolook at the Bibleand seewhat it
hasto say concerning thissubject. A major theme
of theBibleisGod'slovefor theworld. God's
lovefor theworld was so great that Hegave His
sonfor itsredemption. TheBible sayswhoever
believeson Jesuswill haveeternd life. Following
aresome verses (about 300) that show the gift of
savationisopentoeveryone.

Although I've created acomprehensivelist of verses
tohelpyouinyour studies, itisstill your responsi-
bility to look them up and conduct acareful study.
Don't assumel'maccurately interpreting the Bible;
check themout for yourself. Next toeachverseis
abrief summary (or description) of theverse.
Although thesesdescriptionsare often very closeto
theactual text, they areusually not direct quotes
(only descriptionswith" " marksaredirect quotes).

Originally, my goa wasonly to provideyou a
master list to useinyour research. Thislist had no
summary or descriptiontotell you what theverses
said. | thendecided toincludethewholeversein
thelist. Apart from making thelist largeand
cumbersome, it created another problem. A verse
should dwaysbestudied inthelight of itscontext.

The surrounding verses should awaysbeincluded
inyour studies. Human naturebeingwhat itis, |
wasafraid peoplewouldlook at thesingleverse
and not study theverseinitscontext. Asl stated
earlier, the purpose of thelist wasto provideyou a
tool to helpyouinyour research, it wasnot in-
tended to be asubstitutefor your research. There-
fore, | decided to only includeabrief description.
TheNIV Biblewasused when making the descrip-
tionsfor most of theverses.

Salvationisoffered to ALL men

1 Timothy 4:10 Godisthesavior of all men

1 Timothy 2:3,4God wantsall men to be saved

1Timothy 2:6 JesusgaveHimsaf tobearansom
for all men

1Timothy 2.1 Weareto pray for all men

1Timothy 224 God wantsall men to be saved

1Timothy 2:6 God gave Himself aransomfor all

men

2Cor.5:15  Jesusdiedfor all

2 Peter 3.9 God does not want any to perish,
but wantsall to cometo
repentance

Acts17:30  God commandsall people
everywhereto repent.

Isaiah45:22  “Turnto meand besaved, all you
endsof theearth.”

John1:12 Toall whoreceiveHim ... become
thechildren of God.

John12:32  When| amlifted up. | will draw all
menunto mysaif.

Luke2:10 Theangelssaid to the shepherds

that the good newswasfor all men
Matthew 11:28 Cometo me, all who areweary
and burdened
Romans8:32 God gaveHisSonfor usall
Romans3:22 Righteousnesscomestoall who
believe
Rom. 3:23,24 All havesinned ... and arejustified

Titus2:11 Salvation hasappeared to all men
Zephaniah2:3 All who seek theLord ...
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Salvation is offered to WHOEVER believes

1 John 2:23

John 10:9

John 11:25

John 11:26

John 3:15

John 3:16

John 3:18

John 3:21
John 3:36

John4:13

John4:14

John5:24

John 6:37

John 6:53

John 6:54

John 6:56

John 6:56

John 7:38

John 8:12

Lukel12:8

Whoever acknowledgesthe Son
hasthe Father

“1 amthe gate; whoever enters
through mewill besaved.”
Whoever bdievesin mewill never
die.

Whoever believesin Jesuswill
never die

Whoever believesin Him shall not
perish

Whoever bdievesinHimshall have
geand life

Whoever believesinhimisnot
condemned

Whoever livesby thetruth ...
Whoever believesinthe Sonhas
geand life

Whoever drinksthewater | give
will never thirst

Whoever drinksthewater will
neverthirst

Whoever hearsmy words... has
geand life

Whoever comesto mel will never
driveaway

Whoever estsmy flesh ... has
gand life

Whoever drinksthe blood of Jesus
haseternd life

Whoever drinksthe blood of Jesus
remainsinJesus

Whoever eatsmy flesh ... remains
inme

Whoever believesin Jesuswill have
streamsof living water flow through
them

Whoever followsme... will have
thelight of life

Whoever acknowledges Jesus
before menwill beacknowledged
beforetheangels

Luke9:24 “For whoever wantsto savehislife
will loseit, but whoever loseshis
lifefor mewill saveit.”

Whoever believes... will be saved.

Whoever doesGod'swill ismy

brother and sister and mother.

“For whoever wantsto save hislife

will loseit, but whoever loseshis

lifefor meand for the gospel will
saveit.”

Matthew 10:32 Whoever acknowledges Jesus
before men will beacknowledged
before God

Matthew 16:25 “Whoever loseshislifefor mewill
findit.”

Mark 16:16
Mark 3:35

Mark 8:35

Salvation is offered to ANYONE

1John2:1 If anyone sins, he hasan advocate
withthe Father.

Reveaion 3:201f anyonehearsmy voice... | will
comein.

1John4:15  If anyoneacknowledgesthat Jesus
isGod ...Godlivesinhim

John 6:51 If anyoneeatsof thisbread, hewill
liveforever.

John7:37 If anyoneisthirsty, let him cometo
meand drink

John 8:51 If anyone keeps my word, hewill
never seedeath.

Romans10:11 Anyonewho putshistrustinHim
will never be put to shame

Ezekid 18:32 “For | takeno pleasureinthedeath
of anyone, declaresthe Sovereign

Matthew 22:9 Gotothestreet cornersandinvite
anyoneyou find (Parable of
Kingdom of Heaven.)

Salvation is offered to the WORLD

1John2:1,2 Jesusdidn’'tdieonly for our sins,
but for the sins of thewholeworld

1John4:14  Jesusisthe Savior of theworld

1 Timothy 1:15 Christ Jesuscameintotheworldto
savesinners
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2 Cor. 5:14, 19Christ died for all and Hewantsto
bring theworldto Himself

2Cor.5:19  Godwasreconciling theworldto
himsdf inChrigt

John 1:29 Lamb of God who takesaway the
sinsof theworld.

John 16:8 Hewill convict theworld of guilt

John18:23  Jesusasked Godtolet theworld
know He sent Jesus and loved
them asmuch asHeloved Jesus

John 3:16 For God so loved theworld.

John3:17 God did not send the Son to
condemntheworld ... but to save
theworld through Him.

John4:42 Jesusisthe Savior of theworld.

John 6:51 Thisbreadismy flesh, which | will
givefor thelife of theworld.

John 8:12 | anthelight of theworld

John9:5 | anthelight of theworld

Salvation isoffered to EVERY person

1John5:1 Everyonewho believes...isborn
of God

Acts10:43 Everyonewho believesreceives
forgiveness

Acts2:21 Everyonewho callsupon thename

of theLordwill besaved
Hebrews2:9 Jesustasted death for every man

Joel 2:32 “And everyonewho callsonthe
name of theLord will besaved.”
John1:9 Thetruelight that giveslight to

everyman...
John3:14,15 EveryonewhobelievesinHimwill
haveeternd life.

John 6:40 God'swill isthat everyonewho
believesinHimshdl haveeternd
life

John 6:45 Everyonewho listensto the Father

Romans1:16 Sdvationfor everyonewho
believes

Romans10:13 Everyonewho calsupontheLord
will besaved

Miscellaneous ver ses showing anyone can
accept the gospel

1John1:9 If we confessour sins...

1John3:23  Thosewho obey Hiscommand,
liveinHIm.

1 Peter 2.6 Theoneswhotrust inHimwill
never be put to shame.

2 Peter 2.1 Eventhefalseprophetswere

“bought” by God
Ezekid 34:16 | will seek that whichislost
|saiah28:16 Theonewhotrustswill never be

dismayed

Isaiah8:14 Theonewhotrusts in Himwiill
never be put to shame.

John11:25 Hewho bdievesinmewill live.

John 6:35 Hewho bdlievesinmewill never
behungry or thirsty.

John 6:47 Hewho believeshaseverlasting
life

John 6:58 Hewho feedsonthisbread will live
forever.

Luke19:10  Jesuscameto savethelost

Luke5:32 | have cometo call thesinnersto
repentance

Mark 1:15 Repent and receive the good news

(thiswas spoken to thegeneral
public)

Matthew 18:14 God isnot willing that any of these
littleonesshould belost

Rev.22:17 Let Himwho hears, come

Romans5:6  Christ died for theungodly

Romans9:33 Theonewhotrustin Himwill never
be put to shame.

People can r g ect the gospel
(This shows people have the ability to choose to
go to Heaven or Hell.)

1Chron. 28:9 If youforsakeHim, Hewill
forsakeyou

2Chron. 15:2 If youforsakeHim, Hewill
forsakeyou
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Ezekid 18:23 Thewicked shouldreturn fromhis
waysandlive

Ezekiel 18:30 Repent and turn fromyour
transgressons

Ezekiel 18:31 Cast away your transgressions ...
makeyourself anew heart

Ezekid 18:32 Thewicked shouldreturn fromhis
waysandlive

Ezekid 3:19  If thewicked doesnot turn from
hiswickedwayshewill dieinhis
ans

Ezekid 33:19 If thewickedturnsfromhis
wickedness... heshdl live

Ezekid 33:9  If thewicked doesnot turn from
hiswickedwayshewill dieinhis

ans

John 3:18 Hethat believeth not is
condemned aready

John 3:36 Hethat believeth not shall not see
life

John 5:40 ... and you will not come to me
that you might havelife

John 8:24 Youwill dieinyour sinsbecause
you do not believe | am He.

Luke12:9 Hethat deniesmeshall bedenied

Mark 8:16:16 Whoever doesnot believewill be
condemned

Mark 8:35 Whoever will save hisown life
will loseit

Mark 8:38 Whoever isashamed of me.... |
will beashamed

Matthew 16:25 Whoever saveshisown lifewill
loseit

Great Commission
(We are instructed to preach the gospel to the
world.)

Acts1:8 We areto be God' swithessesto
the ends of theworld.
Luke24:47  Forgivenessof sinsistobe

preached to all nations

Mark 16:15 Wearetogointoal theworldand
preach the good newsto all
crestion.

Matthew 28:18 We areto go and make disciples of
all nations

Ver sesshowing God isdispleased that some
arenot saved

1Cor. 15:34 Somehave not the knowledge of
God, thisisour shame

1Timothy 2:4 God wishesthat all men besaved

and cometo theknowledge of truth

Godisnotwilling that any should

perish, but wantseveryoneto come

to repentance

2Sam14:14 “But God doesnot takeaway life;
instead, hedeviseswaysso that a
banished person may not remain
estranged fromhim.”

Ezekid 18:23 God takesno pleasureinthedeath
of thewicked

Ezekid 18:32 Godtakesno pleasureinanyone's
death

Ezekied 33:11 Godsaid, “1 takeno pleasureinthe
death of thewicked”

Matthew 23:37 Jesuswanted to gather Jerusalem
likeachicken gathersher chicks
under her wings, but they would not
haveit.

2 Peter 3:9

God islooking for those who seek Him
(Why would He be looking for thisif He has
already predeter mined who will be seeking
Him?)

Hebrews11:6 Godistherewarder of thosewho

diligently seek Him

| Samuel 13:14 The Lord sought aman after His
own heart

John4:23 Godislooking for thosewho will
worship Himintruth

Psdm14:2  GodlooksdownfromHeavento
seeif thereareany who seek Him

Psdm53:2  Godlooksdownfrom Heavento

seeif thereareany who seek Him
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Ver sesthat show some people are needlessly
goingtoHéell

Ezekie 3:16-21 If wedon’t warnthe
wicked, they will diein their sins

Ezekid 33:6-9 If wedon't warnthewicked, they
will die in their sins

Hosea4:6 For alack of knowledge my people
perish

Jeremiah8:20 Theharvest ispast and wearenot
all saved

John 4:35 Don't say that therearefour
monthsto the harvest. Look the
fieldsareripefor harvest.

Luke10:2 Theharvestisplentiful, but the
workersarefew

Luke 12:47-48 Thosewho did not know God'swill
are till punished

Matthew 9:37 Theharvestisgreat, but the
workersarefew

Rom. 1:18-2:1 All snnersarewithout excuseand
destined to Hell

Romans2:12 Thosewho sinned without thelaw
will perish without the law

Versesthat show God isno respecter of
persons

1Peter 1:17 Sinceyou call onaFather who
judgeseach man'swork
impartially ...

2Chron. 19:7 For withthe LORD our God there
isnoinjusticeor partiality ...”

Acts10:34 | now realize how trueit isthat God
does not show favoritism

Col 3:25 ... and thereisno favoritism

Deut10:17  Thegreat God, mighty and

awesome, who showsno
partiality ...”
Ephesans6:9 andthereisnofavoritismwithhim
Gdatians2:6 Asforthosewho seemedtobe
important—whatever they were
makes no differenceto me; God
doesnot judgeby externa

appearance

Job 34:19 [God] who shows no partiality ...

Romans2:11 For God does not show
favoritism

Ver sesshowingthat a person’ssurroundings
can impact hisreception of the gospel

1Cor. 15:33 Bad company corruptsgood
character

1Peter 3:1,2 Theconduct of awifemay win
over anunbelieving husband

Matthew 19:24 It iseasier for acamel to go
through the eye of aneedlethan
for arichmanto gotoHeaven

Matthew 23:13 The Phariseeshad “ shut up
Heaven.” Asaresult, not only
werethey not going to Heaven, but
they wereblocking othersfrom
goingintoo

Matthew 24:12 Becauseiniquity abounds, the
hearts of many grow cold

Proverbs 18:19 A person offended isharder towin
thanafortified city

Proverbs22:6 Raiseupachildintheway he
should go and when heisold hewill
not depart fromit

Ver sesshowing degreesof punishment in Hell
(Indicating that the severity of a person’s pun-
ishment is based on the person’s choice and
actions.)

2Cor.5;10  Judgment sest of Christ

Heb. 10:29,30 Punishment will bemoreseverefor

thosewho *tramplethe Son of God

under foot”

Judgment will be executed upon the

ungodly for their ungodly deeds

Luke12:47,48 Parableof thosewhowere
punished becausethey knew the
Lord'swill anddidnotdoit. To
thosewho weregiven much, much
isrequired.

Luke20:46,47 Fdseteacherswill bepunished
moreseverdy

Jude1:15
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Mark 12:40  Faseteacherswill bepunished
moreseverdy

Mark 14:21  For the person who betrayed Jesus,
it would have been better if hewere
never born

Matthew 11:24 Intheday of judgment, it will be
moretolerablefor Sodomthanit
will befor Capernaum

Matthew 12:36 Wewill giveaccount for everyidle
word intheday of judgment.

Matthew 23:14 Falseteachersare warned of
punishment

Rev. 20:11-15 White Throne Judgment

Rev. 20:12,13 Non-Chrigtiansarejudged
accordingtotheir ungodly deeds

Romans2:12 Thosewho have sinned without the
law will bejudged without thelaw

Romans25 A hardened heart stockpileswrath
against theDay of Wrath

Ver sesshowing God wantsusto repent
(Why would God instruct the world to repent if
they are unable to repent?)

1Kings 8:47 Repent
2Chron. 6:37 Repent

2 Peter 3:9 God wantseveryoneto repent

Acts8:22 Repent

Acts13:24  John preached repentance

Acts17:30  God commandsall people
everywhereto repent

Acts2:38 Peter preached repentance

Acts20:21  They mustturntoGodin
repentance

Acts26:20 Paul preached repentance

Acts3:19 Repent and turn to God

Acts8:22 Repent of thiswickedness

Ezekid 14:6  Repent and turn fromall of your
abominations

Ezekiel 18:30 Repent and turn fromyour
transgressons

Ezekid 18:32 Godsays, “Turnandlive’
Ezekid 33:11 God begsusto turn from our

wickedways
Hoseal2:6  Turnto God
Hoseab:1 Return untothelLord

Isaiah30:15 Repentance

Isaiah59:20 TheRedeemer will cometothose
who repent

Jeremiah 15:19 If you repent, | will restoreyou

Jaremiah3:1 Returntome

Jeremiah4:1  Returntome

Job 34:33 Why do you refuseto repent?

Job 36:10 God commands peopleto repent

Joel 2:3 TurnuntotheLord

Luke13:3 Jesussaid that you will perishunless
you repent

Lukel13:5 Jesussaid that you will perishunless
you repent

Lukel5:10  Thereisrgoicingover onesnner
who repents

Luke24;47  Repentanceshall bepreached
amongadl nations

Luke3:3 John the Baptist preached
repentance

Luke5:32 Sinnersarecalled to repentance

Mark 1:15 Jesussaidrepent andlive

Mark 1:4 John the Baptist preached
repentance

Mark 6:12 Thedisciplespreached that men
should repent

Matthew 3:2  JohntheBaptist preached
repentance

Matthew 4:17 Jesustold peopleto repent
Rev.2:16 Repent

Rev.2:21 | gave her spacetorepent ... she
repented not

Rev.2:5 Repent

Rev. 3:19 S0 be earnest and repent

Rev. 3:3 Obey and repent

Zechariah1:3 Turn untome

Ver ses showing God wantsusto seek Him
(Why would God instruct the world to seek Him
if He can't be found?)

1Chron16:11 Seek Hisfaceadways

1Chron28:9 If you seek Him, Hewill befound
by you

1 Chron. 2:8,9 If you seek Him, Hewill befound

2Chron19:3 Setyour heart on seeking the
Lord
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2Chron. 15:2 If youseek Him, Hewill befound
2Chron. 7:14 Seekmy face

Acts15:17 That the remnant of men seek the
Lord

Amos5:4 Seek meandlive

Amos5:6 Seek theLordandlive

Colossans3:1 Seek thosethingsthat areabove

Deut. 4:29 Seek theLord

Hebrews11:6 God rewardsthosewho earnestly
seek Him

|saiah 55:6 Seek the Lord whileHemay be
found

Jeremiah 29:13 Youwill seek meand find mewhen
you seek mewith all of your heart

Job 8:5 Seek God early

Lam. 3:25 God isgood to those who seek
Hm

Luke11:9,10 Seekandyouwill find

Lukel12:31  Seek Hiskingdom

Matthew 6:33 Seek God'skingdom
Proverbs8:17 Thosewho seek Mewill findMe
PsaAim 1054  Seek Hisfaceaways
PsaAm119:2 Blessed arethosewho seek Him
withall their hearts
PsAm?27:8  Godsaid seek my face
Psailm69:32 Theheart that seeksGod shall live
Zephaniah2:3 Seek theLord

Ver sesshowing that people can beled astray
from God and salvation

(This shows that our destiny has not been pre-
planned.)

1Cor.12:2  Thepeoplewereled astray by
muteidols

1John2:26  Falseteachersweretryingtolead
the peopleastray

1John3:7 The peoplewerewarned about
being led astray

1Kings11:3 Solomonwasled astray by
multiplewives

2 Chron. 21:11 Jehoram lead hispeopleastray

2Chron. 33:9 Manasseh greatly led hispeople
astray

2Kings21:9 Manassehled hispeopleastray

Amos2:4 Theinfluence of their ancestorsled
themastray

Deut13:13  Wicked people haveled people
astray
Deut17:17  Leadersarewarnedthat multiple

wivescanlead them astray
Ezekid 13:10 Bad counsdl led God'speople

astray

Gdatians2:13 TheJews hypocrisy led Barnabas
astray

Hosea4:12 A spiritof progtitution led them
astray

lsaiah3:12 Bad guidescanlead you astray

|saiah9:16 People can be misled by abad
guide

Jeremiah 23:13 False prophetshaveled God's
peopleastray

Jeremiah 23:32 God'speople areled astray by
recklesslies

Jeremiah50:6 Bad shepherdshaveled God's
peopleastray

Micah 3.5 Prophetsled the peopleastray

Prov. 22:24,25 A bad friend may lead you astray

Proverbs10:17 Anundisciplined person canlead
othersastray

Proverbs 12:26 Bad friendship canlead aperson
astray

Proverbs 13:20 Companionsof afool are
destroyed.

Proverbs 18:24 Wrong companionship canleadtoa
person’sruin

Proverbs20:1 Winecanlead aperson astray

Proverbs7:21 Pervasivewordscanlead aperson
astray

Rev. 12:9 Satan |eads people astray

Ver sesshowing | srael was a stiff-neck people
(This shows people can reject God's plan.)

2 Chronicles30:8

2 Chronicles36:13
2Kings17:14
Acts7:51
Deuteronomy 10:16
Deuteronomy 31:27
Deuteronomy 9:6,13
Exodus32:9
Exodus33:3,5
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Exodus34:9
Jeremiah 17:23
Jeremiah 19:15
Jeremiah 7:26
Nehemiah 9:16,17,29
Proverbs29:1

Ver sesshowing | srael wasa stubborn people
(This shows people can reject God's plan.)

Deuteronomy 2:30
Deuteronomy 21:18,20
Deuteronomy 9:27
Ezekid 2.4
Hosea4:16
Isaiah46:12
Isaiah48:4
Jeremiah 11:8
Jeremiah 13:10
Jeremiah 16:12
Jeremiah 18:12
Jeremiah 23:17
Jeremiah 3:17
Jeremiah 7:24
Jeremiah 9:14
Judges2:19
Leviticus26:19
Mark 16:14

Mark 3:5

Psalm 78:8

Psalm 81:12
Romans2:5
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Why, Then, do some still
Believe in Sdlective Salvation?

Chapter: 14.19
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1998 -2003

In the previous chapter welooked at over 300
versesthat say salvationisopento everyone.
Theseversesusewordslikeall, everyone, who-
ever,world, etc. If theBibleclearly statesthe gift
of salvationisopentoall, why do some Christians
believe otherwise? Why do somedenominations
make sdl ective sal vation amajor component of their
belief system?

When | wasfirst introduced to thisdoctrine, |
couldn’t understand how aperson couldn’t seethis
contradiction. | couldn’t understand how aperson
could say savationisofferedto” everyone” and il
be ableto say that salvationisnot offered to
everyone.

| would show them the versesthat clearly state God
isoffering salvationto everyoneand they would tell
methereisno contradiction. They would say these
versesare completely consistent with selective
salvation. Thistotally baffled me. | wonderedif
they weretrying to be deceptiveor if they just could
not seethe contradiction?

Their explanationwasquitesmple. They believeall

of theseversesthat say “dl,” “whoever,”
etc., areonly referringtothe
elect. For example, a
versethat says, “Christ
diedfordl” actudlyisto
beviewed assaying
“Christdiedfor dl of the
elect.” Another exampleis1John
2:1that says, “If anyonesins, hehasan
advocatewith the Father.” They say thisverse
should beviewed as, “If anyone of theelect sins,
he hasan advocate with the Father.”

| havediscoveredit didn’t matter how many verses
| had that said salvationisoffered to everyone, they
still come back withthe samereply. | soonredlized
an additiona 5,000 verseswould not make any
difference. They wouldview al of theseversesas
referringtotheelect. Infact, an additional 5,000
verseswould only bolster their position. They
would say, “ See, we have 5,000 verses supporting
our position.”

To behonest, | wasvery shocked when | first
heard thisexplanation. It reminded meof President
Clinton’sinfamousimpeachment testimony, “ 1t al
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dependsonwhat thedefinitionof ‘is is” | believe
therearemany Selective Salvationistswho arenot
being totally honest about thisissue.

Bill Clinton testifying before the Grand Jury

| want to emphasi ze that thistype of deceptionis
not limited to Selective Salvationigts. All Chrigtians
havethe potentia to distort thefactsto maketheir
positionlook morefavorable. All Christianshave
theability to selectively ignoreversesthat don’t
aignwithther theological stance. Weall, including
myself, must guard against thisproblem.

Are Selective Salvationists simply ignoring the
facts or do somereally not see the
contradictions?

Although| believetherearemany Selective Sdlva
tionistswho deliberately ignore versesthat contra-
dicttheir beliefs, | have cometo the conclusion

thereare somewho actually don’t seeacontradic-
tion. Thequestion, of course, iswhy don’t they see
thecontradiction? Basicaly, it boilsdowntoa
flawed approach to Biblical interpretation. They
have started out with the premise, “ Sincel know
selectivesalvationistrue, theseversesmust be
interpreted thisway.”

Thisapproachtointerpretationisincredibly flawed.
All datamust beinterpreted onitsown merit. Data
should awaysbeinterpreted independently of
currently held beliefs. New discoveriesshould be
investigated without the pressuresof “politica
correctness.”

It wasthisflawed approach to interpreting datathat
led to centuriesof errors, bondage, and murde.

For severa thousand yearsmankind believed the
world wasflat and at the center of theuniverse.
Even after therewas substantial evidenceto prove
otherwise, thesemythshung on. Thesemythscould
have been buried centuriesearlier except for the
fact people used the above flawed approach to
interpretation.

If people still believed the world to beflat, thisis
how our high-tech society might draw it

They would say, “ Sinceweknow theearthisflat,
thenew discoveriesshould beinterpretedas... .”
It didn’t matter that thereissubstantial datato
disprovethesemyths. Theseleadersknew their
viewswere correct, so any facts contradicting these
viewsweredtered until they conformedto their
ownviews.

We should always et the data speak for itself and
not put our owndant onit. If theevidence points
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usinadifferent direction, wemust follow it. Look
at thefollowing chapter (Interpreting the Bible) for
moreinformation onthissubject.

All versesmust belooked at individudly (inthe
context of the surrounding verses) anditsinterpre-
tation must be based onitsown merit. Itiswrong
tolook at averseand say, “ Sincel know acertain
doctrineistrue, thisconflicting versemust be
interpretedthisway.” Unfortunately, Selective
Salvationistshavemadethisviolation. They have
taken the stancethat since Selective Savationis
true, thisistheonly logical explanationfor these
Verses.

Eventhefounding fathersof selectivesalvation
madethismistake. The president of Synod of Dort
said, “Thescripturesmust beinterpreted according
tothe catechismsand confessions.” (Harrison,
Beginnings of Arminianism, p. 87.) Fancois
Windel acknowledgesof Calvin, “ Truth compelsus
to admitsfrankly that, despiteal hisfidelity tothe
Bible, he seemsto have been searching the Scrip-
turesmorefrequently for text to support adoctrine
accepted in advance, than to derivedoctrinefrom
the Scriptures.” (Wendel, Calvin: Originsand
Devel opment of His Religious Thoughts, p. 359)

Inthefollowing chapter (Does® All” mean All?)
wewill takeacloser look at the versesthat say
savationisofferedtoal.
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| nter preting the Bible

({3 ]

Chapter: 14.20
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1998 -2003

In aprevious chapter we saw the problemswith not
interpreting the Bible correctly. We saw theimpor-
tance of interpreting dataonitsown merit. Data
should awaysbeinterpreted independently of
currently held beliefs. 1t doesn’t matter how
substantiated or universally accepted abelief may
be, new discoveriesshould dwaysbeinterpreted
independently of pre-conceivedidess.

We saw how thisflawed approach hasled to many
problems. We saw how theflat-world belief could
easily have been disproved if peopleinterpreted
new discoveriesindependently of currently-held
beliefs

We must bevery careful intheway weinterpret the
Bible. All versesmust belooked at individually and
inthe context of their surrounding verses. We
cannot arbitrarily changethe meaning of words. If a
word hasacertain standard meaning, you cannot
deviatefrom the standard meaning unlessthe
surrounding context providescompelling reasonsto
interpret it differently.

Yes, itistruethereare someversesthat havea
meaning different fromwhat youwould get froma

casud reading. For example, Psalms116:15 says,
“Preciousinthesight of the Lordisthedeath of His
saints.” Althoughtheverse appearsto betalking
about physical death, areview of the surrounding
verses(12-14,17) showsit istalking about sacrific-
ing; dying to your dreamsand ambitions.

An artist’s rendition of a person
carried to Heaven after death

To help you understand the basic rules of interpret-
ing the Bible, wewill look at the processyou should
go through when studying the subject of selective
salvation. Thistypeof study iscalled aTopical

Sudy.

Thefirgt thing you should do (after bathing this
projectin prayer) ismakealist of theversesthat
deal withthissubject. You should collect verses
from booksthat both support and opposethis
subject. You should also search aconcordance (or
computerized Bible) for wordsreating tothis
subject.

Oncealist of verses has been collected, you should
St down and study themindividudly. Eachverse
should beinterpreted entirely onitsown merit and
itssurrounding context. You should make noteson
your master study sheet stating what the verse (and
itssurrounding context) appearsto be saying.

Thestudy of selective salvationwill probably takea
long timebecausethere are severa hundred verses
relating to thissubject. Onceyou haveinterpreted
eachindividua verseinlight of itssurrounding
context, you mustinterpretitinlight of thewhole
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Bible. Onlargestudiessuch asthis, it might be
helpful to asoincludeaquick taly of the number of
versesthat seem to support and oppose selective
sdvation.

Onceyou have obtained an overall view of themain
thrust of the Bible, you need to go back to the
problem verses (the onesthat appear to be* contra-
dictory”). You need to check and seeif thereare
somelogica explanationsto the contradictionsyou
might havemissed.

Onceyou havereviewed the problem verses, you
should read what other people have said about
theseverses. | redizethat some Christiansfed we
should never ook at outside sourcesfor clarifica-
tion; weshould useonly theBible. Whilel believe
weshould use only the Biblefor thefirst part of our
research, | think itisimportant to finish theresearch
by studying other peopl€ sthoughts. They may be
ableto point out somethingsyou have missed.

By thistime, most of your research should bedone.
At thispoint, you should haved| of theinformation
you need to makeafina concluson. Obvioudly,
youwill probably never beableto clarify dl of the
problemverses. Nevertheless, an overriding theme
should have emerged. Your doctrina stance should
be based on the strength of the evidence.
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Does“All” mean All

ALL

Chapter: 14.21
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1998 -2003

Asmentioned inapreviouschapter, Selective
Salvationistshave said the versesthat say salvation
isofferedtoal don’t actually mean salvationis
offered totheentireworld. To provether point,
they quote Romans 3:23 (“For all have sinned
..."). They say since Jesushad never sinned, the
word“all” doesn’t actualy meanal. They say the
word*“dl” can actualy bemuch smaller than 100%.

Theaboveinterpretation highlightstheimportance
of looking at the context (surrounding verses) of a
verse. Thesurrounding verses(v. 22,24,25)
present Jesus asthe solution to the sin problem.

Since Jesusisproclaimed to bethesolution, itis
obviousHeisnot part of the problem. Therefore,
thereasonableinterpretationistheword“al”
meansthe entireworld excluding Jesus. The
surrounding versesgive usthe authority to exclude
Jesusfromthelist.

Although | believethe 100 plusversesthat say
savationisofferedto”al” (etc.) issufficient proof
that open salvationistrue, there appearstobea
need for more proof. What weneed are verses
that explicitly say salvationisoffered tothewhole
world. Verseslikethese should settlethe question

onceandfor all becausethere can beonly onetype
of interpretationfor them.

Fortunately, thereareversesthat say salvationis
offered tothewholeworld. Infact, sincethereare
over adozen of theseverses, youwould think this
would bethe end of theargument. Incredibly,
Selective Sdvationists<till say theseversesapply
only totheéelect.

Unfortunately for the Sdlective Sdvationigs, this
type of interpretation does not work with many of
theseverses. Many of these versesdon’t make
sensewhen you apply thistypeof interpretation to
them. Listed below areacoupleof examples.

B JohnsaysinlJohn2:2,“AndHeisthe
propitiation for our sins, and not oursonly, but
alsofor thesinsof thewholeworld.” Accord-
ingto Selective Sadvationigts, thisverse should
read“ And Heisthe propitiation for thesinsof
theelect, and not only for the elect, but also for
thesinsof theelect.”

This, of course, doesnot make any sense.
Selective Savationistsarenow inabind. Either
they haveto hold to aninterpretation that
doesn’t make sense or they haveto admit that
thisverseisactualy sayingthat Jesusisthe
propitiation for thesinsof thewholeworld. If
thisisthe case, selective salvation cannot be
true.

B John3:16 (“For God so loved theworld”) is
another example of the problems Selective
Salvationistishavewhenreinterpreting theword
“world.” They say theword “world” isonly
referring totheelect. However, thisinterpreta
tion causesproblemsin thesurrounding verses.
Inverses 16-19, theword “world” isused five
times. Verse 19 says, “ And thisisthe condem-
nation, that light iscomeinto theworld, and
men lovedarknessrather than light because
their deedswereevil.” Here, theword“world”
cannot bereferringto only theelect; it hasto be
referringto thewholeworld.
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Listed below are versesthat say Jesusdied for
theworld

1John2:1,2 Jesusdidn’tdieonly for our Sins,
but for the sins of thewholeworld

1John4:14  Jesusisthe Savior of theworld

1 Timothy 1:15 Christ Jesuscameintotheworldto
savesinners

2 Cor. 5:14, 19Christ died for all and Hewantsto
bring theworldto Himself

2Cor.5:19  Godwasreconcilingtheworldto
himsdfinChrigt

John 1:29 Lamb of God whotakesaway the
sinsof theworld.

John 16:8 Hewill convict theworld of guilt

John17:23 Jesus asked God to let theworld
know He sent Jesus and loved
them asmuch asHeloved Jesus

John3:16 For God so loved theworld.

John3:17 God did not send the Sonto
condemntheworld ... but to save
theworld through Him.

John4:42 Jesusisthe Savior of theworld.

John 6:51 Thisbreadismy flesh, which | will
givefor thelife of theworld.

John 8:12 | anthelight of theworld

John9:5 | anthelight of theworld

Oneof my jobsat the prison where | work isto
strip search prisonerscoming infrom off the streets.
When aprisoner stepsintotheroom, | tell him he
hasto take everything off for the strip search.
About 40% of thetimethe prisoner will strip down
to hisT-shirt and long underwear. After several
secondsof my staring at hisface, hewill say,
“What, you want meto take more of f?’

I’1l respond by saying, “ Everything must comeoff.”

Aninteresting side story about the meaning of wor ds

Hewill strip down to hisunderwear and socks
andthenstop. Again, | say, “ Everything means
everything.”

Hewill then take off hissocksand say, “ Under-
wear too?’

Aganl will say, “Everything meanseverything.”

What wasthe source of thisconfusion? Did he
not understand what was being asked of him?
Wasthere an understandablereasonto interpret
my ingructionsdifferently fromtheobvious
interpretation? No, of coursenot. The meaning
of my ingructionswasplainandsimple. The
prisoner deliberately choseto ignoretheobvious
intent of my instructionsinthe hopes! wouldn’t
makehimdtripal theway.

| havefound most of the confusion over “inter-
pretation” of the Bible doesn’t comefrom alack
of understanding of what'sbeing said. Itis
usudly anissueof the person not wanting to
accept the clear message. Hededliberately
altered the meaning to conformto hisdoctrinal
stance or agenda.
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How Could God Make it any
Clearer?

Chapter: 14.22
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1998 -2003

In previous chapterswelooked at the versesthat
said salvationisoffered totheworld. TheBible
useswordslike“dl,” “everyone,” and“whoever.”
Inresponse, Selective Salvationists say those verses
apply only totheelect. For example, aversethat
says, “Savationisofferedtoal” should actualy be
viewed as“ Salvationisofferedtoal of theelect.”
Selective Salvationistsjudtify thistypeof interpreta:
tion by saying sincethey know sdlectivesavationis
true, thisisthe only way these verses could be
interpreted.

Our first priority and obligation, asdiscussedin
previouschapters, isto rightly interpret the Word of
God. Defending asystem of theology should never
beour goal. Wea so discussed theimportance of

interpreting each piece of information based onits
own merit, not on our preconceived ideas. Asan
exampleof this, welooked at theformer beliefsthat
theworldwasflat. We saw, although the current
discoveries showed theworld wasround, that the
leadersrefused to accept it for centuries. These
leadersknew theworld wasflat and interpreted all
of thenew discoveriesaccordingly.

Inmy opinion, the Bibleclearly statessalvationis
offered to every personintheworld; nooneis
excluded. | donot believeanyoneispre-selected
togotoHeavenor Hell. | believe God wants
everyoneto goto Heaven.

Let’'ssay, for the sake of argument, God wants
100% of theworld's population to go to Heaven.
How could Hemakeit any clearer thanwhat is
already presented in the Bible? What would God
haveto changeto show savationisopentoall
people? TheBibleaready sayssavationisoffered
toeveryone. TheBibleaready sayssalvationis
offered totheworld. TheBibleaready saysGod
doesnot want anyoneto perish. TheBiblealready
says God isgreatly troubled because some people
arenot going to Heaven. What elsecouldtheBible

say?

Thisispowerful proof thedoctrineof selective
salvationisfase. If Godwanted toinequitably
establishthat selectivesavationistrue, Hewould
haveclearly stated, “ God died only for theelect.”
Instead, Selective Salvationistshaveto re-interpret
hundreds of versesto conform themto their view.

Inan earlier chapter | quoted many Selective
Salvationigtssaying thedoctrineof sdectivesava
tionisnext to thegospel inimportance. Infact,
someof them have said selective salvationisthe
gospdl initspurest form. If thisistrue, thedoctrine
of selectivesalvation should have beenclearly
presentedintheBible.

Our former church (where |l had been amember for
33years) had along history of teaching open
salvation. Our doctrina statement, whichwas
contained inour Church Congtitution, clearly stated
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thisfact. Therewasnothinginit that supported
sdectivesdvation.

Oneday the pastor started teaching selective
salvation. Multiplesermonsweremadeonthis
subject. When we approached the Board about
how this contradicted the Church Congtitution, we
weregresatly surprised. Thepastor said selective
salvation wascompletely consistent with our
doctrina statement. We countered by saying the
doctrinal statement clearly says, “dl,” “whoever,”
and“everyone.” Hisresponsewassimple, “Those
statementsrefer only to the elect, not thewhole
world.”

We asked him, “Let’ssay, for the sake of argument,
our church only believesin open savation and they
want to make adoctrinal statement that clearly
reflected this. How would we change our doctrinal
statement fromwhat it currently says?” He, of
course, couldn’t provide an answer.

Itisimportant to clearly say what you mean. If a
person movesinto atown andislooking for a
churchto attend, hewould look at the doctrinal
statementsto see what each of the churchesbe-
lieves. It'sastraightforward process. If hewantsa
church that teaches selective salvation, hewould
usethisdocument todirect him.

If achurch believesin sdectivesavation, it would
bevery easy for themto say, “ Certain people have
been arbitrarily selected to goto Heaven and the
remainder have been selected to goto Hell.”
Likewise, if achurch believessavationisofferedto
thewholeworld, it would be easy for themto say,
“Sdvationisofferedto everyone.” Thesedoctrines
areso different from each other thereisno need for
any confusion.

The church doctrinal statement should beclear and
straightforward. Thereshould beno reasonfor
fancy or creativeinterpretations. Likewise, the
Bible should bethisway. | don’'t think God ever
intended usto befancy and creativein our interpre-
tation of the Bible. Remember theold adage, “The
mainthingsaretheplainthingsand theplainthings
arethemainthings.”
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Doesit all Add Up?

Chapter: 14.23
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1998 -2003

| havefound peopleare often carelessintheir
businessdedlings. Either they aretootrusting or
too lazy to check out all of therelevant factsina
Stuation. They don’ttry to verify that everything
addsup. They blindly assumeeverything being
presented to themiscorrect. Although | have
mentioned thissevera timesbefore, I’'mgoingto
mentionitagain: Never assumewhat I’'msayingin
thisbook iscorrect. Takethetimeto check it out
foryoursdf.

Thereisan old adage, “ L et the buyer beware.”
Everyone hasan agenda; some are honorableand
othersarenot. When someoneistryingto sell you
something, be careful not to blindly accept what
they aretellingyou. Do your homework. You need
to ask questionsand verify what you have been
told. Don't automatically assumewhat thesales-
manisshowing youisactualy what you havebeen
looking for. Seldomwill asdesman voluntarily tell
you about the problemsand deficits of theitemyou
arelooking at.

Anyonewho has shopped for acell phoneknows
how difficult atask thiscan be. Therearedozens
of companies, and each company hasawide

variety of plans. Somecompaniesliterally have
hundreds of plansto choosefrom.

Ontop of thisconfusion, most companieshave
obscurerulesthat can cost you hundredsof dollars.
Itiseasy to get hit with large phonebillssmply
becauseyouincorrectly assumed certainthings
were covered.

M ost companies have brochures explaining each of
their plans. If you carefully read thefineprint you
would find most of thethingsyou need to know.
One of the national companies| waslooking at had
anotable absence of specifics. Itwasvery difficult
to determinewhat was and wasn't covered with
each plan. Theonly way you could find out any-
thing wasby asking asadlesman. Unfortunately, |
kept getting conflicting informationfromthedifferent
sdesmen.

Finaly, | wasableto talk to the manager of the
region. When | asked him about the absence of
documentation, hewassurprised | even cared. He
wasrather put out that | wanted to know exactly

| 69
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what the planscovered. When| pressed himon
the absence of documentation, hesaid, “ They run
somany different promotions, it would bedifficult
totry tokeepthemall inprint.” Hewasn'tim-
pressed when | told him all of the other national
companieshavebeen abletodoit.

Thething | found most disturbinginmy searchfor a
cell phonewasthephrase, “1 don’'t know. I've
never been asked that before.” Many of my
guestionsthat prompted thisresponsewerebasic
guestionseveryone should have been asking.
Thesewereissuesthat could easily cost people
hundredsof dollars. | findit scary so many people
areblindly opening up cell phoneaccountswithout
knowing theimportant facts.

AsChrigtians, weshould carefully evauateall of

our doctrinal positions. We should makesure
everything addsup and fitsinwith therest of the
Bible. | havefound many Christianstakethesame
approachto their doctrinal stance aspeopledowith
their cell phoneplans. Christiansreally needto be
morecareful. They need to verify that everything
addsup.

A humorousstory

Followingisahumorous story that showsthe
importance of making sureeverything addsup. A
manwasinjured at work and put thefollowing
narrativeon hismedical insuranceclaim:

| washiredtorepair achimney at afivestory
building. When | wasfinished withthere-
pairs, | had about 500 pounds of bricksleft
over. Since | did not want to carry those
bricksdown by hand, | decided to hoist them
downinabucket.

| attached the bucket to one end of therope
and rantheropethrough apulley. Theother
end of the rope was attached to apole near
thesidewak. After | loaded the 500 pounds
of bricksinto the bucket, | went downstairs
to hoist them down. To ensurel had agood
grip on the rope, | wrapped it around my
hand acoupleof times.

Inbox 4 of thisapplication, youwill notethat
I listed my weight asbeing 150 pounds. Since
the 500 pounds of bricksweighed morethan
my 150 pounds, | was pulled upwards. As
the bucket camedown and | flew up, wemet
at the halfway point. Thisaccountsfor my
brokenarm listedin box 10a. Asl reached
thetop, my handjammedintothepulley. This
accountsfor my broken fingerslistedin box
10b.

At thesametime, thebucket of brickshit the
ground and shattered. Now the bucket
weighed only 50 pounds. Asnotedinbox 4,
| weighed 150 pounds. Asaresult, | started
tofall. Aswegot to the halfway point, | met
the bucket rising up. Thisaccountsfor my
brokenkneelisted in box 10c.

When | reached the bottom, | landed onthe
pileof bricks. Thisaccountsfor my broken
leg and sprained back (listed in box 10d and
10e). At thispoint, | let go of therope and
the 50 pound bucket fell down and landed
onmy head. Thisaccountsfor my concus-
sionlistedinbox 10f.
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Are People Perishing Despite
God’s Desirefor their
Salvation?

Chapter: 14.24
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1998 -2003

If the doctrine of selectivesavationistrue, wehave
to conclude everyonewho is supposed to get saved
will get saved. No oneisunnecessarily goingto
Hell. Everyonewho God wantsto go to Heaven
will makeit to Heaven.

If al Christians stopped witnessing and supporting
missionary efforts, therewould not be any decrease
inthe number of peoplegoing to Heaven. Article
11 and“Error VI” (Canonsof Dort) saysall of the
elect will makeit to Heaven. Noneof theeect will
gotoHell.

Isthiswhat the Bibleteaches, or doestheBible
teach peoplearegoingto Hell against God's
desire? If the Bible teaches peoplearegoing to

Hell againgt God' sdesire, sel ective s vation cannot
betrue. 1t would beacontradictionif God chosea
select few to go to Heaven whiledesiring the
salvation of theremainder. Following aresome
versesthat show people are perishing despite
God'sdesire:

Hosea4:6 For alack of knowledge, my

peopleperish

Matthew 23:37 Jesus said Helonged to gather the
Jewsto Himsdlf asahen gathers
her chicks, but the Jawswere not

willing
Lukel3:34  Similartotheverseabove
Luke13:3 “Unlessyou repent, youtoowill
peridh’
Lukel13:5 Similar totheverseabove

Ezek. 3:16-19 Wearetowarnthewicked. If we
don't, hewill diefor hissins, but
God will hold usaccountablefor his
blood. If wedowarn thewicked
and hedoesnot turn, hewill die
fromhissins, but wewon't beheld
accountable.

Ezekid 33:1-9 Similar totheverseabove

Ezekid 3355 Thisversesaysif apersonheedsa
warning, hewill besaved. If he
doesn’t heed thewarning, however,
hewill dieinhissin. Thisperson
doeshaveachoice.

Luke10:2 Jesussaid theharvest isplentiful,

but thelaborersarefew

Matthew 9:37 Similar totheverseabove

Ezekie 18:23 “Dol takepleasurein the death of
thewicked?’ declaresthe Sover-
eignLord. “Rather,am| not
pleased when they turnfrom their
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waysandlive?’

Ezekid 18:32 “For | takeno pleasureinthedeath
of anyone, “declaresthe Sovereign
Lord. “RepentandLive!”

Ezekid 33:11 “Assurely asl live,” declaresthe
SovereignLord, “I takeno pleasure
inthe death of thewicked, but
rather that they turnfromtheir ways
andlive. Turn! Turnfromyour evil
ways. Why will you die, O house
of lsrad?’

Jeremiah8:20 “Theharvestispast, thesummeris

ended, and we are not saved.”
James5:20  “Remember this: Whoever turnsa
snner fromtheerror of hisway will
save him from death and cover over
amultitudeof sins.”

1Cor. 15:34 Somehave not the knowledge of
God and thisisour shame

Matthew 23:13 The Phariseeshad “ shut up
Heaven.” Not only werethey not
going to Heaventhemselves, they
wereblocking othersfrom entering

Matthew 19:24 Itiseaser for acamel to gothrough
theeyeof aneedlethanfor arich
manto goto Heaven

2Peter 3.9  God doesnot want any to perish,

but wantsall to cometo repentance

Matthew 18:14 Godisnot willing that any of these

littleonesbelost

John 4:35 Don't say therearefour monthsto
theharvest. Look, thefieldsare
ripefor theharvest.

Luke10:2 Theharvestisplentiful, but the

workersarefew

Matthew 9:37 Sameasabove

Luke12:47-48 Thosewho don't know God'swill
aredill punished

Rom. 1:18-2:1 All sinnersarewithout excuseand
destined toHell

Romans2:12 Thosewho sinned without thelaw
will perishwithout thelaw

In the section What about Those “ Without the
Gospel?” | cover thisissueingreat detail. (This
sectionis29 chapterslong.) | show how people
areneedlessly goingtoHdll. Thereissubstantia
evidence proving the number of new Chrigtiansin
anareaisdirectly related to the number of strong
Chrigtiansinthat area. Areaswithalarge number
of solid Christianshavealarge number of new
believers, and areaswithlittle or no gospel witness
havefew or no new Christians.

Exposureto the gospel issoimportant that children
from Chrigtian homesaremuch morelikely to
become Chrigtiansthan childrenfrom atheistic
homes. Infact, childrenfrom solid and mature
Christian homesaremorelikely to become Chris-
tiansthan children from weak or incong stent
Chrigtian homes.

Onceagain, as| said before, if peoplearegoingto
Héell against God'sdesire, then the doctrine of
selective salvation cannot betrue. Thisissueof
exposure needsto be serioudly addressed by
Sdective Sdvationigts.
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Why did Jesus Cry out for
Their Forgiveness?

Chapter: 14.25
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1998 -2003

In the previous chapter (Are People Perishing
Despite God's Desire for their Salvation?) we saw
severd passagesin the Biblethat said peopleare
needlesdy goingto Hell. Many of these passages
showed God desiring the sal vation of peoplewho are
goingtoHéll. Thecrucifixion of Jesusonthecross
providesusanother example.

When Jesuswason the cross, He cried out, “ Father,

forgivethem” (Luke 23:34). Tothe honest observer

themeaning of thispleaisobvious. Jesuswasasking
Godthe Father toforgiveall of the peoplewhowere
involvedinHiscrucifixion.

Either Jesus pleawasanswered or itwasn't. If it
wasanswered, then 100% of the stiff-necked mur-

derersbecamebelievers. If Hispleawasn't
answered, then there were peoplewho went to Hell
eventhough Jesusdesired their salvation.

If itistrue peoplewent to Hell despitethe desire of
Jesus, selective salvation can’t betrue. Amain
themeof sdlectivesdvationisGod deliberately
choseto send certain peopleto Hell onan arbitrary
basis. It would beacontradiction of selective
salvation for God to send these peopleto Hell and
till desiretheir ddliverance.
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What is*“ Election” and
“Predestination?”

One of the elect angels

Chapter: 14.26
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1998-2003

What isthe Bibletaking about when it usesthe
terms*” election” and*“ predestination?’ Although
some Christiansusethesetermsinterchangeably,
they areactually two different conceptsand | will
cover them separately.

In summary, €l ection meansaperson hasbeen
chosenfor aspecial service. Predestination means
God has predetermined that those who become
Chrigtianswill have certain attributes, such asbeing
“conformed to thelikenessof HisSon.” Neither of
theseterms (el ection and predestination) have
anythingtodowith salvation.

WhentheBiblesaysapersonis“elected,” it means
he has been chosen for something special. Asyou

will soon see, when apersoniselected, heisnot
chosenfor savation, but ischosento do some
specid service. TheBibletalksabout fivegroups
that have been elected to do aspecific service.
They are:

Nationof Isradl Deut. 7:6,7
Rom.9:4
Jesus 1 Pet. 2:4,6%*
Luke9:35*1
Luke23:35*!
Thechurch Mt. 24:22,24,31
Mk 13:20,22,27
The 144,000 Rev. 7:4%2
Rev. 17:14*3
Angds 1Tim.5:21

Electionistalking about service, not salvation. In
fact, it couldn’ t betalking about salvation because
Jesusdidn’t need to be saved, nor did theangels.
Besides, not al of thelsraglitesweretrue believers.
Therefore, when the nation of | sragl waselected,
they obviously werenot elected (or chosen) for
salvation. AccordingtoArticle17, (Canonsof
Dort) God's€electionisthesameinthe New
Testament asit wasinthe Old Testament. There-
fore, if theelection of the Nation of |srael istalking
about salvation, al of the present day Jews should
bebelievers. This, of course, isnot the case.

Predestination s mply means something hasbeen
predetermined to take placeinthefuture. Although
most Christiansthink of it in connection withthe
Bible, thisconceptisalso found inthe secular
world. For example, anyonewho becomesa
policeman ispredestined to have certain attributes
(suchastheauthority to arrest people). Even
AldousHuxley usesthe concept in hisbook Brave
New World. Asyou can see, theword predestina-
tion does not need to have somemystical or divine
implication.

Just asman can predetermine certain thingsto take
placeinthefuture, so can God. So, what kind of
thingsdid God predestineto take placeinthe
future? Did He predetermineto arbitrarily send
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peopleto Heaven and Hell? No. God has prede-
termined that those who become believerswill
obtain certain attributes. For example, God has
predetermined everyonewho becomesabdiever
will “be conformed to thelikeness of hisSon”
(Romans8:29, 30) and will be*holy and blameless
inHissight” (Ephesians1:4,5). Predestinationtalks
about what will take place after aperson becomes
aChridtian.

Therecent terrorist attackson the United States
provide usagood exampleof this. Many of us
assumethe U.S. Constitution protectseveryone
resdingintheUnited States. Thisisnot true; only
American citizensare protected by the Constitution.
A foreigner livingin our country doesnot havethe
samelegal guaranteeswetakefor granted. Thisis
thereason why interrogation techniquesarediffer-
ent for many of theterrorist suspects.

It'skind of likebeing aRoman citizen 2,000 years
ago. A Roman citizen (in the Roman empire) had to
betreated differently from everyoneelse. They
enjoyed many legd privilegesthat madelifemuch
easer and safer. Thisisthereasonwhy people
would pay enormous amountsof money inorder to
purchasetheir Roman citizenship.

Fortunately, American citizenship ismuch cheaper.
Once aperson becomesan American citizen, heis
immediately entitled tomany privilegesincluding
being protected by the Constitution. Therefore, we
can say it ispredetermined (or predestined) that
anyonewho becomesan American citizenwill be
protected by the Constitution. Thispredestination
hasnothing to dowiththeir becoming American
citizens; it haseverything to do withwhat happens
after they becomecitizens. Likewise, predestina-
tionintheBiblehasnothing to dowith aperson
becoming aChrigtian; it haseverythingto dowith
what happensto aperson after he becomesa
Chridian.

| want to be as honest and objective about this
issueasmuch aspossible. Thereare someverses
dealing with predestination that could beinterpreted
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either way. A person could point to these verses
and say, “Hereisproof God has predetermined
certain peopleto besaved.” Other people, how-
ever, can say with just asmuch authority, “ These
versesare describing what God has predetermined
will happen to anyonewho becomesabeliever.”
SincetheBibleclearly and overwhelmingly teaches
that God isinviting everyoneto accept His pardon,
| haveto conclude these confusing versesdo not
teach selectivesavation.

Footnotes:

*1 Thewordsintheseversesweretrandated
“chosen” (NIV), but arethe same Greek word as
“elect,” (eklektos). The Strong’'s Concordance
number for thisword is 1588

*2 Revelation 7:4 usestheword “ sealed” and
many scholarsinterpret thisaschosen or eect.

*3 Some peoplesay theelect mentionedin
Reveation17:14isreferringtodl saints, not just
the 144,000.
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Does a Sovereign God do
Whatever He Wants?

Chapter: 14.27
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1998 -2003

GodAlmighty, by thevery definition, issovereign.
Anamighty God can do whatever Hewants. God
Almighty answersto no oneand does not haveto
givean account of Hisactionsto anyone.

Whileitistrueasovereign God can do whatever
helikes, itisnot truethat hedoeseverything. A

person’sactionsarereflectiveof hisnature. A
person actsinaway that’sconsstent with his
persondity. A loving personwill act oneway and
anunloving personwill act theopposite.

Toillustrate, let’sconsider thetreatment of apet
dog. For themost part, the owner of adogis
“sovereign” over hisdog (thisisespecialy truein
undevel oped parts of theworld). For themost
part, the owner cantreat hisdog any way hewants
and hisactionswill gounchallenged. Yet, the
owner’streatment of hisdog will be consistent with
hisnature. A good owner would never mistreat his
dog eventhough his* sovereignty” giveshimthis
freedom. Contrary to what some peoplethink,
sovereignty does not mean aperson hasthefree-
dom to do whatever hewants. Theperson’snature
dictatesthe”limits’ of hisfreedom.

GodAlmighty isaso bound by these“limits.” God
Almighty will never do anything that would contra-
dict Hisnature. Since God isrighteous, just, and
fair, Hewill never do anything that isunrighteous,
unjust, or unfair. Hisactionsare motivated by love,
compassion, and tenderness.

Yes, itistrue God could chooseto treat peoplethe
sameway Saddam Hussein does. He could be
mean, abusive, and unjust. However, acting this
way would mean Hewasnot righteous, just, or
loving.

Whenyou think about it, wearevery fortunate God
isnot like Saddam Hussein. Imaginewhat eternity
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would belikeif God wasan evil person. Itisbad
enough thinking about how close Hitler cameto
ruling theworld; think about what it would belikeif
Satan had sovereign control over everything.

L et’sgo back to the subject of selective salvation.
Would God arbitrarily select certain peopleto goto
Hell with absolutely no chance of redemption or
deliverance? Would God arbitrarily sentencea
personto eternal punishment even though hehad
not done anything to deserve Hell? (Remember, the
choice of sending aperson to Hell was not based
onany quality of the person being selected. This
death sentence wasissued long before the person
wasborn or even committed hisfirstsin.) | believe
thiswould betotdly inconsistent with everythingwe
know about God. | believethiscompletely defies
God'sjugt, righteous, and loving nature.
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The Sovereignty of God

Chapter: 14.28
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1998 -2003

GodAlmighty, by Hisvery nature, issovereign.
However, we saw in aprevious chapter, asover-
eign God will not do anything contrary toHis
nature. Weknow God'’streatment of uswill be
consstent with Hisnature.

Although God will not violate Hisnature, Heistill

sovereign. Heisstill God Almighty and Lord of al.

How, then, does God's sovereignty tiein with our
freewill?

Aswewill soon see, God (out of Hissovereignty)
haschosento giveusafreewill. Hehasgivenus
theability to makechoices. Doesthisfreewill
mean God isnot sovereign? Doesthisfreewill
mean God isnot in complete control? Asyou will
soon see, God has demonstrated Hisgreatness by
giving usafreewill whiletill maintaining complete
control.

Mankind hasafreewill and an ability to choose.
Wedo learn (at least some of us) from our mis-
takes. Selective Salvationistshavetakenthe
extreme position of saying mankind doesnot even
haveafreewill or achoice; al of our actionshave
been dictated by God. Of course, thiscannot be

true because thiswould mean God forced usto sin.
If weareforced to sin we cannot be held account-
ablefor our sins. God cannot rightfully send usto
Hell for somethingweareforced to do.

God, inHissovereignty, hasgivenusafreewill and
theability to makechoices. Thisfreewill doesnot
take away from His sovereignty nor doesit mean
Hehaslost control. The chapter The Purpose of
Choi ce examinesthe concept of choicein greater
detail.

God hasamaster plan and He hasdetermined
certainthingswill takeplace. Thesethingswill take
place and no one, including Satan, can alter these
events. Asatributeto God'sawesome power and
control, He can blend our freewill into Hismaster
plan. God' smaster plan, however, never involvesa
person’sfreewill to accept or reject salvation.

Although some of God'splansaresetin stone,
thereare other partsof Hisplan that can bealtered.
Following aresomeexamples:

B Godwasgoing to destroy Nineveh because of
their great Sin. Yet, when Nineveh repented,
God dtered Hisplanto accommodatethis
repentance (Jonah 3:10).

B When God was punishing Isragl for threedays
because of King David'ssin, He stopped
before the three dayswere compl ete because
Hewasgrieved (2 Sam. 24:15, 16).

B Godtold Moses Hewas going to destroy the
Nation of Israel because of their sins, but
changed Hismind at the request of Moses (Ex.
32:9-14).

B Godwasgoingtokill Mosesbecause hischild
wasnot circumcised, but changed Hismind
after Zipporah circumcised thechild (Ex. 4.24-
26).

B Elishainstructed Jehoash (King of Isragl) to
take somearrowsand strike the ground with
them. (Thiswasatest to see how God was
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goingtohelphiminafuturebattle.) Elishawas
angry theking struck theground only three
times. Elishasaidif hehad struck theground
fiveor six times, Hewould have defeated
Aram. God’'sresponsewas based onthe
King'sactions(2King 13:14-19).

God wasgoing to takethelsraglitesinto the
Promised Land, but changed Hismind because
of their sins. Hetook their childrenin40years
|ater.

Hell was created for Satan and hisfallen
angels, but God adjusted it to accommodate
humans (Matthew 25:41).

Inthe story of thewidow and the unjust judge,
God was saying Hewould adjust Hisplansto
accommodate the cons stent and persistent
prayersof abeliever (Luke 18:1-8).

God' sdestruction of Sodom and Gomorrah
was based on how wicked they had become
(Genesis18:20).

Abraham pleaded with God to spare Sodom
and Gomorrah. God readjusted Hisplan six
times based on Abraham’srequests. God said
Hewould not destroy thesecitiesif therewere
50 righteous people. Hethenreduced it to 45,
then 40, then 30, then 20, and finally 10 (Gen-
esis18:23-33).

God held up destroying the Land of Canaan
for 400 years (Genesis 15:13-16).

God was going to destroy the Nation of | srael
inthewilderness because of the golden calf, but
changed Hismind at the request of Moses
(Exodus32:9).

God wasgoingto alow only three of the
origina adultsintothe Promised Land (M oses,
Joshua, and Caleb). However, when Moses
sinned at Kadesh (striking therock to obtain
water), God changed Hismind and refused to
let Mosesgoin. (Numbers20:12)

For more examplesof God changing Hismind, look
at the chapter Can God be Moved by Our Sns
and Repentance? Besidesproviding moreverses
showing God changing Hismind, it also provides
verses showing God can begrieved by our actions,
moved by our requests, provoked to anger and
jealousy. Our actionsdo provokearesponsefrom
God. Not all of God'splanshave been setin stone.

Itisobviousfrom theseverses some of God'splans
can bealtered by our actions. God knowsthe
futureand He usesthisforeknowledgeto blend
complicated eventstogether. He can evenincorpo-
rateour blunderstofulfill Hiswill. | believe God
makes accommodations days, weeks, and even
yearsin advanceto compensatefor our disobedi-
ences. For example, God knew Moseswould
resist theideaof speaking directly to Pharaoh.
Therefore, before God even approached M oses,
He prompted Aaron to go into the desert to meet
Moses (Exodus4:14).

Of course, there are always consequenceswhen we
do not follow God'sinstructions. God canblend
our disobediencesinto Hismaster plan, but our sins
still producerepercussions. Sometheologians
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suggest Moses' reliance on Aaron caused peopleto
look up toAaron morethan they should have, thus
dlowinghimtoassistinther folly of creatingthe
goldencaf (Exodus32:9).

rrrrrr

e,

Aaron and the golden calf

Another example of God workinginadvanceto
compensatefor someone' ssinisthestory of Esther.
God' sforeknowledge showed Him Haman would
try to destroy the Jews. Therefore, acoupleyears
earlier Heallowed aCinderellastory to take place
whereacommoner (Esther) becamethe Queen.
Esther was put in aposition where shewasableto
intercede on behalf of the Jews. Her uncle,
Mordecal, even commented on thisby saying, “And
who knows, but that you have cometo roya
positionfor suchatimeasthis?’ (Esther 4:14)

When God choseto useAbraham and Sarah, He
knew what their failureswould be. God knew
Abrahamwouldlie, caling hiswifehissster. God
knew they would doubt Hispromiseof providing
themason, and He knew they would schemeto
produceachild through Hagar. Yet God still used
them. Infact, God used the problemsthat arose
between Sarah and Hagar asatypology (or illustra-
tion) of the“two covenants’ (Gal. 4:21-31).

Abraham, Sarah, and Hagar

Even before Jacob was conceived, God knew he
would eventually turn hisheart toward God. Asa
result, God choseto make himthefather of the 12
tribesof Isradl. Jacob, which meansdeceiver, lived
upto hisname. Heschemedto gaintheinheritance
and birthright that belonged to thefirstborn (Esau).

Sadly, Jacob didn’t need to schemeto obtain these
things. | believeif Jacob alowed God to do things
Hisway, God would have provided Jacob the
inheritanceand birthright without hisschemesand
lies. | believe Jacob could have saved himsdlf a
great ded of heartacheand pain if hewas obedient
and waited upon God. Of course, God used Jacob
despite hissins, but Jacob’searlier yearscould have
been an exampleof victory instead of an example of
behavior to avoid.

Somemay reject my observation and say, “If Jacob
didn’t deceivehisfather, hewould not haverun
away totheland of Ur of Chaldeans. Therefore, he
would not have married Leah and Rachel and, asa
result, wewould not havethe 12 tribesof Isragl.”
Part of thisisprobably true. However, canwe
actualy say itwasGod'sorigind desireto have
Jacob commit polygamy and marry both Leah and
Rachel (and their two handmaids)?

Remember, Jacob wastricked into marrying Leah
(Genesis29:22-28) and asaresult, Leah never felt
loved by Jacob (Genesis29:31-34). Rachdl’s
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infertility wasaresult of therivary between her and
her Sster (Genesis29:31). Multiple“mothers’
caused great tension between Joseph and his
brothers. Jacob’sunhedthy favoritismtoward
Joseph wasaresult of thismess. Many theologians
fedl thedeception of being tricked into marrying

L eah was aconsequence of Jacob'slife of decep-
tion.

| believeif Jacob had waited onthe Lord, God
would have provided himwithawifewhowould
havebornehim 12 sons. Just asAbraham sent a
servant to Ur of Chaldeansto find awifefor |saac
(Genesis24), itisvery possiblelsaac could have
donethesamefor Jacob. Itisasoquitepossible
thewoman brought back would have been Rachel.

When God €l ects (chooses) someonefor aservice,
Heiscapableof blending intheir good and bad
decisions. Because of Hisforeknowledge, God can
accomplish Hisultimate goa sdespite our short-
comings. Our choices(resulting fromour freewill)
will either display thebenefitsof waiting patiently on
theLord or display the consequencesof doing
thingsoutside of God'swill. Thechoiceisours.
Our livescan either end up victoriouslike Joseph,
Samuel, and John the Baptist, or we can end up
wasting most of our liveslikeKing Saul, King
Solomon, and Samson.

Some peoplewill say since God choseto usea
person to do arighteous deed, He must have aso
forced himto becomeabeliever. | don’t think this
istrue. | believe God, through Hisforeknowledge,
knowswho will and won’'t becomebelievers.
Based on thisknowledge, | think God choseto use
these peoplefor specifictasks. Thevery fact some
of these great |eadersfailed miserably isproof they
were not forced to becomebelievers. If God had
forced them to become believersto carry out a
certaintask, | think God would haveforced themto
be successful al theway totheend.

These peoplestill had afreewill and achoiceto
follow God'swill or their own. Aswe can see,
many of them made somebad decisions. Yet, God
took these bad decisionsand incorporated them

into Hismaster plan. Did God force Joseph,
Samuel, and John the Baptist to becomebelievers
andlivevery holy lives? No, of coursenot. They
each could have chosento do thingsdifferently, and
God would have blended their livesinto Hismaster
plan. Hestill would have used them, but their lives
would have been powerful examplesof what
happenswhen you don’t follow God'sleading.

Yes, God issovereign and He can do whatever He
wants. Oneof thethings He has chosen to do, out
of Hissovereignty, isto provideusafreewill. This
freewill providesusachoice. God doesnot want
anyoneto perish, but wantseveryoneto be saved.
Thereareno“chosenfew.” Hedesiresthelove of
everyone, even thosewho are currently without the

gospd.
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Failures of Great Leadersin
the Bible

King David

Chapter: 14.29
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1998 -2003

Thereare many peoplein the Biblewho were used
mightily of God. King David, Samuel, and Johnthe
Baptist arejust afew. Selective Salvationistspoint
to these people and say, “ See, thisis proof selective
sdvationistrue. God had certain missonsHe
wanted to accomplish, and Heforced these people
to carry out thesetasks. Since most of thesetasks
involved these peoplebeing believers, God obvi-
ously had to forcethem to becomebelievers.”

| discussed thisissuein aprevious chapter (Sover-
eignty of God) so | won’'t cover it again here. Yet,
thelivesof these great |eadersare proof that
selective salvation can’t betrue. If you study the
Bible, youwill find very few of thesegreat people
led consistent, pristinelives. Some of them made

somevery sgnificant blunders.

Followingisalist of someof thebelieverswholed
consgtent andfathful lives:

Samuel
Joseph
Queen Esther
Job
John the Baptist
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego
(thethree*“asbestoschildren”)
B Daniel

Danid intheLionsDen

Followingisalist of some of the peoplewho were
less cons stent and obedient

King David
King Saul
King Solomon
Adamand Eve
Samson
Moses
Abraham
Aaron

Eli
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Lot

Isaac

Jacob

Most of the 12 sons of |srael
Many of the other Kingsof Israel

-

Samson and Delilah

Let’'sassumefor themoment selectivesalvationis
true. All of these peoplewere selected by God to
doagreat service. Therewereforced to become
believers, and they wereforced to do thisservice.
If thisweretrue, you would expect each of these
peoplewould havelived cons stent, exemplary
lives. Youwould not expect any of themto make
any mgjor blunders. Thisisn’'t, however, what we
find. Many of them took their eyesoff God and fell
into deep sin. Many of these great |eadersended
their livesout of fellowshipwith God.
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God’s Foreknowledge

The time machine

Chapter: 14.30
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1998-2003

Foreknowledgeisthe ability to know what will
happeninthefuture. Apparently, being omniscient
(knowing everything) isoneof thes de benefits of
being God Almighty. Obvioudy, thereisnoway to
explain how God can know thefuture. All | cansay
isour concept of timeiscompletely irrdlevantin
eternity.

GodistheAlphaand Omega; the beginning andthe
end. Heisan eterna being who hasnever had a
beginning and will never haveanend. These
conceptsaretotally beyond our comprehension.
Following are someversesthat talk about God's
ability toknow thefuture:

Isaiah46:10 God“declaresthe... thingsthat are

not yet done.”

Psaim139:4 “Beforeawordisonmy tongue,
you know it completely.”

PsaAim139:16 *“Your eyessaw my unformed

Psaim 139:16 Our days“werewritteninYour

book before one of them cameto

be.”

God*knoweth al things.”

Peter said, “Lord, you know all

things”

Hebrews4:13 “Nothingindl creationishidden
from God'ssight. Everythingis
uncovered and laid bare beforethe
eyesof Himtowhomwemust give
account.”

1John 3:20
John21:17

Isaiah44:7 Godiscomparing Himsdlf toidols
andsays, “Lethimdeclare... what
isyet to come—yes, let himforetell
what will come.”

|saiah44.8 Inreferenceto Hisprophecies,

God says, “Did| not proclaimthis
andforetell itlongago?’

Theextremedoctrinesof both selective salvation
and Arminianism have produced someuniqueviews
onthesubject of God'sforeknowledge. Selective
Salvationiststhink thereason God knowswhat will
happeninthefutureisbecauseHeplanneditto
happen that way. They do not believe Heinherently
knowswhat will happeninthefuture. They created
thisbelief becauseit reinforcestheir doctrine of
Seectivesdvation.

Thisview of foreknowledge, of course, isnot true.
Just because God knowsthe outcome of acertain
event doesn’t mean He necessarily wantsthat
outcometo takeplace. For example, Heknowsin
advanceyou aregoing to commit acertainsin.
Does God want you to commit that Ssn? No, of
coursenot. If youwant to say God planned every
aspect of thefuture, you haveto say God planned
every oneof your sins. This, of course, opensup a
wholenew set of problems.

Arminians, ontheother hand, don't believein
God'sforeknowledge. They say God'sknowledge
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of thefutureisonly an educated guessbased on
human nature. They say since God hasan exhaus-
tive knowledge of the past and present, Heisable
to predict (prognosticate) what will happeninthe
future. They say God knowswhat people, particu-
larly large groupsof people, will doinany given set
of circumstances. Thisview isalsoknownas
presentism, neo-Arminianism, or free-will the-
ism.

Part of thereason Arminianstakethisunique
position on foreknowledgeisbecauseitisaknee-
jerk reaction to the doctrine of selective savation.
Their thought goessomething likethis: “God cannot
have absol ute sovereign control if He doesn't know
thefuture. Therefore, if He doesnot control the
future, He can’t control who'sgetting saved.”

Thisview onforeknowledge causes some serious
problemsinregard totheBiblical test of atrue
prophet. A key test of atrue prophet isthe accu-
racy of hispredictions. The Biblesays100% of the
prophet’s predictions must cometrue. It saysa
personisafaseprophetif theaccuracy of his
predictionsfallsbel ow 100%.

If God does not inherently know thefuture, thereis
no way to ensurethe prophet’spredictionswill be
100%. The prophet runstherisk of being stoned to
death every time he makesaprophecy. If Godtells
aprophettosay, “ ThussaiththeLord ...” the
prophet isdelivering apromisefrom God. If the
promiseisnot fulfilled, God becomesaliar. God,

of course, cannot be holy and righteousif Heisa
liar.

Thereason| bring up theissueof foreknowledgeis
because some Christianstry to rationalize predesti-
nationwith God'sforeknowledge. They find it
inconceivable God would arbitrarily chooseto
send peopleto Heaven and Hell. They say His

sel ection process must have something to do with
Hisforeknowledge. They say God madeHis

el ection based on Hisknowledge of who will
become repentant and humbleinthefuture.

Although thisapproach to predestinationisnot

nearly asharsh astheother view, it fill lacks
scriptural support. ThereisnothingintheBiblethat
says God used Hisforeknowledgeto select people
for salvation. Thisapproachisjust arationalization
used totry to explain away adifficult subject.

Thereason these Christianswereforced to come
up with an aternate view isbecausethey started out
withthefa seassumptionthat predestinationis
referringto salvation. If they had redlized predesti-
nation hasnothing to dowith savation, they
wouldn’'t haveneeded totry to explainit away.

The Canonsof Dort listssevera thingsthe Christian
leadersfelt wereheresy. Oneof these® heresies”
wastheissue of foreknowledge (God using fore-
knowledgeto makeHissalection). Article9 says
God'sselection was* not on the basis of foreseen
faith.” Toemphasizetheerror of thisviewpoint,
the Canonsof Dort addressed it asecond time
(under “ErrorV”). Herethey say humility, repen-
tance, holiness, and godlinesswere not the basis of
God'ssdlection.
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How do you Know you are

Chapter: 14.
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1998 -2003

Doyou ever have doubts about your salvation?
Doyou ever seethe depth of your sinfulnessand
wonder if God could really loveyou? Doyou ever
havefedingsof isolation and wonder if God even
caresabout your life? All Christians, of course,
strugglewith thesefedingsfromtimetotime.

How do you deal withthesefedings? Isthereany
way to know for certain you aregoing to Heaven?
| sthere anything tangibleyou can hold onto that
would giveyou an assurance of salvation?

Johnwritesin 1 John 5:13, “| writethesethingsto
you who believein the name of the Son of God so
that you may know that you haveeternd life.” The
Bibleprovidesusavery clear explanation of what's

necessary to haveyour sinsforgiven. Hereyouwill
findversessuchas.

Romans10:13 “For whosoever shdl call uponthe
nameof the Lord shall besaved.”
John1:12 “But asmany asreceived him, to
them gave he power to becomethe
sonsof God, evento them that
believeon hisname.”
1John 1.9 “If weconfessour sins, heisfaithful
andjusttoforgiveusour sins, and
to cleanseusfromall
unrighteousness”
Rev. 3:20 “Behold, | stand at the door and
knock; if any man hear my voice
and opensthedoor, | will comein
to him, and will sup with him, and
hewithme.”

Thesearepromisesset forthinthe Bibleand you
can take God at HisWord. They can beviewed as
acontract writtenin black and white. Just asa
contract istangible proof somethingisvalid, God's
Word istangible proof of God'spromises. If God's
Word saysyou will be savedif you do suchand
such, you canrest assured you are saved if you
fulfilled Hisrequirements.

A basic premiseof sdectivesavationisGod
randomly chooses certain peopleto goto Heaven.
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Thisselection was not based on aperson “ choosing
God.” Thisselectionwasnot based onaperson
claming God'spromisesfor himself.

If the doctrine of selectivesalvationistrue, how
doesaperson know heispart of theelect? How
can aperson becertain of hissalvation? Hecan't
get confirmationfromtheBible. Hecan't say,
“Based onwhat iswritten herein black and white, |
know God hasforgivenme.” Thereisnoway of
knowing for sure (fromthe Bible) you are one of
thechosen. Thereareno tangiblewaysof proving
you areone of theelect. | can’t seehow aperson
can havealegitimate assurance of salvationif he
truly believesin sdectivesalvation.

Some Selective Savationistshavesaid, “I know
I’mone of the elect because of thefact | becamea
Chrigtian.” Therearetwo problemswith sayingyou
must be one of the elect ssmply becauseyou
becamea*“Christian.” Firgt, the Bible saysnot
everyonewho callsGod “Lord” isgoing to Heaven
(Matthew 7:21). Just becauseyouthink you area
Christian doesn’t necessary meanyou actualy area
true Chridtian.

Second, assuming selectivesavationistrue, where
intheBibledoesit say God has chosenyou smply
becauseyou have chosen him? WhereintheBible
doesit say anything like, “ You can know for sure
you are one of the elect because of thefact you
have accepted Christ asyour Savior?’ I’m not
trying to berudewhen | say this, but it seemstome
apersonisbeng rather presumptuousto assumehe
isone of theelect simply because he had decided to
beon God'sside. Remember, if selectivesavation
istrue, aperson (whoisnot one of the elect) can be
genuingly repentant of hissinsand fill gotoHell.
Therefore, if being repentant doesnot meanyou are
oneof theelect, | ask you again, how do you know
you areoneof theelect.

Some peoplemay respond to thisby saying they
know they are God'schild becausethey fed His
presenceintheir life. They say they cantell God
has accepted them because He answerstheir
prayers. Doyourealize how many peoplein cults

and other religionsal so say these samethings? True
Chrigtianity doesnot have the monopoly onthese
feelings. A friend of mineisaMormon Bishop.
Hetold meheknowsMormonismistrue because
of dl of themiracles God hasperformedinhislife
(suchasthemiraculoushedling of hiswifefromher
death bed). Mormonism even usesthe* burning of
thebosom” asasign Mormonismistrue.

Mormonism, Hinduism, and Satanismall clamto be
thetruerdigion. Thesegroupsback uptheir clams
by listing supernatura events(miracles, healings,
gpeaking intongues, etc.) that occur inthelr religion.
| do not believewe can usethefeeling of God's
presenceinour livesasproof weare Hischild.

How, therefore, doesaperson know heisone of
theelect? Article 12 (Canonsof Dort) triesto
answer thiswiththefollowing statement:

B “TheAssuranceof Election. ... Suchassur-
ancecomesnot by inquisitive searchinginto the
hidden and deep things of God, but by noticing
withinthemsdves, with spiritua joy and holy
delight, theunmistakablefruitsof eection
pointed out in God’ sWord— such asatrue
fathin Chrigt, achildlikefear of God, agodly
sorrow for their sins, ahunger and thirst for
righteousness, and soon.”

Onceagainthey are using the samekind of at-
tributesand fedlingsthat cultsand other religions
use. Thesefedingsmean absolutely nothing.
NowhereintheBibledoesit say youwill know you
areoneof theelect because of thesefeelings.

Thedoctrine of selective salvation caused serious
problems400 years ago with those thinking about
becoming Christians. Thefear of not being one of
the elect caused agreat deal of anxiety. Since
attitude of heart, repentance, and sorrow for sins
doesnot influence God' s selection, peoplewere
terrified they were not one of the chosenfew. To
counter thisproblem, thefounding fathersof
seectivesdvationwrotethefollowing:

B “Thosewho do not yet actively experience

<O
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withinthemsdavesalivingfathin Christ or an
assured confidence of heart, peace of con-
science, azed for childlike obedience, and a
glorying in God through Christ, but who never-
thelessusethe means by which God has
promised to work these thingsin us—such
people ought not to beaarmed at the mention
of reprobation, nor to count themsel vesamong
the reprobate [those who had not been
elected]; rather they ought to continuedili-
gently inthe use of themeans, to desire
fervently a time of more abundant grace
[election], and to wait for it in reverence
and humility.”

B “Ontheother hand, thosewho serioudy desire
toturnto God, to be pleasing to him a one, and
to bedelivered from the body of death, but are
not yet ableto make such progressaong the
way of godlinessand faith asthey would like—
such people ought much lessto stand infear of
theteaching concerning reprobation, since our
merciful God has promised that hewill not
snuff out a smoldering wick and that he will
not break a bruised reed. However, those who
haveforgotten God and their Savior Jesus
Christ and have abandoned themsalveswhol ly
to the cares of theworld and the pleasures of
theflesh—such peoplehaveevery reasonto
stand infear of thisteaching, aslong asthey do
not serioudy turnto God.” (Emphasisadded)

Basically, they are saying if you want to be one of
theelect, you should fervently desireelection and

wait for itin humility and reverence. Itasosadif

you havean attitude of seeking God, God will not

snuff out your smoldering wick.

Another thing it saysisyou should be concerned
about God'swrath if you haveworldly and fleshly
desires. Yet, whenyouthink about it, thesearethe
samedesiresof all unsaved people. If selective
salvationistrue, thesearethe samedesiresthat the
“eect” peoplehavebefore God intervenesinther
lives. Why, therefore, should theseworldly desires
beacausefor concern?

Theseteachingsaretotaly contrary tothemain
premiseof selectivesalvation. Thefounding fathers
just got donesayingintheir previousparagraphs
that the attitude of the person’sheart hasnothing to
dowith God'sselection. Either theattitude of a
personisimportant or itisnot important. You can't
haveit bothways.

Onceagainl askyou, if selectivesavationistrue,
how do you know you are one of the el ect?
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Arewe Lying when we're
Witnessing?

Chapter: 14.32
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1998-2003

Taravu divesinto thewater ashe desperately tries
to elude hispursuers. Heshutterswith fear ashe
thinksof thefatethat awaitshimif heiscaptured.
Hisbody isweak with exhaustion and hislungsburn
with every breath. Taravu reachesthe other side of
the pond and scramblesthrough abriar patch. His
body isnumb and he barely feel sthethornsripping
into hisflesh.

Tenminutesearlier, whileonahuntingtrip, heran
into thehunting party of adistant village. Although
thetwo tribeshave never beenfriendly, they have
never been enemies. However, al of thishad
changed recently. Thedifferent tribesinthearea
werenow kidnapping their neighborsfor aspecia
purpose.

Somemenwithivory skinwerenow buying these
prisonersand taking them to adistant land to be
used asdlaves. Thepracticeof slavery wasnot
new inthisregion. Whenever onetribe conquered
another tribe, they would keep some of the survi-
vorsastheir owndaves. Yet, now they arebeing
paid handsomely to capture moredavesand sell
themtothedavetraders. Slavetradewashig
businessinthispart of Africa, and it wasno longer
safetowander alonetoo far fromyour village.
Fortunately, Taravu escaped thisfate, but millionsof
nativeswere not so fortunate.

A tragic thing about the despicable practice of
davery isthefact it wasdone by acountry whose
founding principlesmadeno provisonfor davery.
The Declaration of Independencesays, “ All men
arecreated equal.” 1tdidn't say all whitemenwere
created equal, but all men were created equal.

Our country’spracticewasdiametrically opposed
toitsowngoverningrules. It doesn’t matter if some
peoplefdt they couldjustify themorality of davery;
it till contradicted their country’sfounding doc-
trines. Ashypocritical asthissounds, many Chris-
tiansdo the samething. A largenumber of Selec-

tive Sdvationists practice something completely
different fromwhat they believeintheory. Thisis
especidly trueintheway they witness.
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Think about what wetell peoplewhenweare
witnessing to them. Wetell them God lovesthem
and wantsthem to spend eternity with Him. Wetell
them Jesusdied for their sinsand if they accept His
pardon, al of their snswill beforgiven. If selective
salvationistrue, however, youwould belying if
you givethis message to someonewho isnot one of
thechosen. If youtruly believein selectivesava
tion, you are obligated to change the messageyou
usefor witnessing. Godisnot glorified or honored
whenwedeliberately liewhilewearewitnessing.

Many Selective Savationistsarereluctant totalk
about thisdoctrinewhenthey arewitnessing. There
areacoupleof reasonsfor thisreluctance. First,
they areafraid the person they arewitnessing to
would beturned off and offended by such aharsh
doctrine.

Second, they areafraid the personwill takea
passiveattitudetoward salvation. For example,
they may say, “Well, if I'moneof theelect, I'm
going to get saved oneway or another. If I’m not
oneof theedlect, it doesn't realy matter. Therefore,
there’ sno reason for meto concern myself about it
now. Infact, there'snothing wrong with my com-
placent attitude. 1f I’m oneof theelect, God will
implant the correct attitude when thetime comes.
Besides, any attempt on my part to producethe
proper attitudewould betotally worthless.”

If selectivesavationistrue, it shouldn’t matter if
peopleare”turned off” or decideto procrastinate.
Thosewho arethedect will get savedin God's
timetable. Anhonest presentation of the gospel
should not makeany difference. Remember, even
thebest procrastinator can't resist God'scalling.

According to Selective Savationists, the doctrine of
selectivesavationisthegospel. Therefore, ifitis
thegospdl, it needsto be presented right away.
There should beno hesitation or avoidanceinits
presentation. Listed below are somethings Selec-
tive Salvationistshave said about thisdoctrine.
(Refer to the chapter Thisisnot an Attack for
moreinformation concerningthis.)

B “Cavinismisthe Gospel andtoteach Cavin-
ismisinfact to preachthe Gospdl.” (Custance,
The Sovereignty of Grace, p. 302)

B “CdvinismistheGospd. Itsoutstanding
doctrinesaresmply thetruthsthat makeupthe
Gospel.” (Engelsma, Defense of Calvinism, p.
4)

B “Calvinismisthe Gospel, and nothing else.”
(Spurgeon, Spurgeon’s Sovereign Grace
Sermons, p. 2)

B “Thereisnosuchthingaspreaching Christ and
Him crucified unlessyou preach what now a
daysiscaled Cavinism.” (Spurgeon, Sover-
eign Grace Sermons, p.129)

Not al Selective Salvationistsarelying whenthey
witnessto others. Thereareafew of themwho
redlizethisdoctrinemust beincluded with the
salvation message. Listed below areacoupleof
commentsmadeby Selective Salvationists:

B “Truegospel teaching and preaching must
includethedoctrinesof Grace[theword they
useto describeselectivesalvation] if itistobe
faithful toitscaling.” (Good, Evangelism, p.
14)

B “Apart fromthesereveded truths[the doctrine
of sdlectivesavation] any ‘gospd’ thatis
preached publicly or taught privately must be
serioudly defective.” (Good, Evangelism, p.
15)

Asyoucan seg, if selectivesalvationistrue, you
must includeit with thesalvation message. To
withholdthisinformationisthesameaslying. To
withholdthisinformationisthesameasteachinga

fasegospd.
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Children of the Elect

Chapter: 14.33
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1998 -2003

Inthe previous chapter we saw that global statistics
do not support the doctrine of selective salvation.
Thisisasotruewhenyoulook at Christian and
non-Christianfamilies. If selectivesdvationistrue,
achildinaChristian home should haveno more
chanceof becomingaChristianthanachildinan
atheist’'shome. Sinceonly 7% of theworld's
populationissaved, there should beonly a7%
chance (1 out of 14) that any child will becomea
Chrigtian. Thismeansmost Christian parentswill
not haveany Christian children. (Seethechapter
Parental Influencein the section What About
Those who are Without the Gospel ? for more
informetion.)

Obvioudy, thisisnot true. Childrenin Christian

familiesarefar morelikely to become Christians
thanthechildreninanon-Christianfamily. 1f you
ask most Christian parentsabout this, they will tell
youthey believether Christian exampleand
prayersgreatly influencetheir child'schance of
becoming aChrigtian. Infact, they would be
incredibly troubled if they felt their childhad only a
7% chance of becomingaChristian.

Apparently thisissue caused agreat deal of concern
to parents 400 years ago becauseArticle 17
(Canonsof Dort) saysthechildren of theelect are
alsoeect. I'm not surewherethey got thisfrom
becausethere’ snothinginthe Biblethat saysthis.
Besides, evenacasual ook at thisissuewill show
not all children of Christian parentsbecome Chris-
tians.

If selectivesavation weretrue, you should find one
of two thingshappening. Either all of thechildren
of theelect will become Christiansor only asmall
random proportion of them (7%6) will become
Christians. Wedon't, however, find either one of
these. Statisticsshow about 70-80% of the chil-
drenraised by Christian parentsbecome Christians.
Thisisexactly what you would expect to find with
open savation, not selectivesavation.

It appearsitisexposureto Christian parentsthat
increasesthelikelihood of childrento become
Chrigtians. Infact, Christian parentswho are
mature and committed to their faith haveamuch
higher percentage of Christian childrenthanimma:
ture Chrigtian parents.

AsI| mentioned in previous chapters, observations
do not provethat adoctrineistrueor false. They
should, however, be consistent with thedoctrine. If
an observation clearly contradictsadoctrine, a
closer look at the doctrineiswarranted.

Thereisanother problemwiththisissue of the
children of theelect. Article8 (Canonsof Dort)
says God'selectionisthesameinthe New Testa-
ment asit wasinthe Old Testament. Thismeans
sinceAdam and Eveweredect, al of their children
weredect. Thiswould alsomean dl of their
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descendents (including everyoneliving today) are
part of theelect. Of course, weknow thisisn't
true.

Another problemwith thisissue (children of the
elect) isthedestiny of Ishmael. If children of
Chrigtian parentsare el ect, then Ishmael (son of
Abraham) should have been part of the el ect and so
should al of hisdescendants (theArab nations).

Another problem with theissue of the children of
theelectistheeternal destiny of Esau. Both Esau
and Jacob (twins) camefromIsaac. If thechildren
of theelect areelect, Esau should a so have been
oneof theelect. Yet, oneof themain arguments of
the Selective Salvationist’spositionisthe phrase,
“Jacob | loved, but Esau | hated” (Romans 9:13).
L ook at the chapter Jacob and Esau for more
information on thissubject.

If aperson believesthe Bibleteaches selective
savation, they needto makeadecisiononthe
eternal destiny of Esau. If they believeEsauis
going to Heaven, they haveto concludethephrase
“Esau | hated” does not support the doctrine of
sdlectivesdvation. If, however, they believeEsauis
goingto Hdll, they then haveto then concludethe
children of Chrigtian parentsare not automeatically
part of theelect. You can't haveit both ways.

Findly, if children of theedect arenot automatically
part of theelect, you haveto explainwhy Christian
parents have ahigher percentage of Christian
children. Thisphenomenon providessignificant
reason to serioudy doubt thedoctrine of selective
sdvation. It showsthat being exposed to strong
positive Christianinfluencesincreasesaperson’s
chance of becoming aChristian (whichisconsistent
with open salvation).
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Satisticsdo not Support Se-
lective Salvation
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Chapter: 14.34
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1998-2003

Asl| mentioned earlier, Satisticsare not consistent
withthe doctrine of selectivesalvation. Instead of
being arandom mix of believersal around the
world, therearevast areaswith high concentrations
of believersand other areaswith very low concen-
trationsof believers.

Thisistotally incons stent with what you would
expect with selective salvation. Thisis, however,
what you would expect from open salvation. In
fact, if open salvationistrue, youwould expect
areasthat have ahigh concentration of strong
believerswill haveahigh growth of new believers
and areaswith few or no believerswill havelittleor
no growth of new believers. Thisisexactly what
wefind.

For exampl e, there have been sometribesinthe
heart of Africathat have not had any Christiansfor
thousandsof years. Yet, after missionarieshave
been therefor about 10 years, 80% of the popula-
tion had accepted Christ astheir Savior. (Of
course, many tribesrespond to the gospel dower
because of their religiousand cultural background.)
Although asovereign God can do whatever He
wants, it just seemsunlikely Hewould not have
“eected” anyonefromatribefor thousands of
yearsand then “ suddenly” elect 80% of them.
These statistics are cons stent with what youwould
expect to find with open salvation.

TheBiblemust alwaysbeour fina authority.
Therefore, these statisticsdo not disprove selective
salvation. Yet, if our observationsclearly contradict
adoctrinal position, we need to reevaluatethe
legitimacy of thedoctrine.
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Why are There so Many Religions?

Chapter: 14.35
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1998 -2003

A main premiseof sdlectivesalvationismanis
spiritually dead and hasno desirefor God. They
compare our spiritual death with that of adead
body floatinginthewater. Evenif youthrow alife
preserver to thedead body, it can’'t grab hold of it.
A spiritually dead person does not havethe capac-
ity or willingnessto receivesalvation. Look at the
Chapter Is Choice Really a Choice Without a
Choice?for moreinformation about this.

If thisweretrue, youwould expect tofind aworld
full of sninhabited by peoplewho havenodesire
for God. Thesepeoplewould not haveany desire
to do good and have no desireto stop sinning.
These peoplewould have no desireto correct their
snproblem.

Yet, thisisnot what wefind. Itistruewefinda
worldfilledwithsin. Wedon't, however, finda
world inhabited by peoplewho have no desirefor
God. Infact, wefind aworld full of peoplewho
aredesperateto resolvetheir sin problem. Wefind
aworldfull of peopleseeking God.

Thereareover 6,500 religionsintheworld. These
religionshaveavariety of waystoresolvetheir sin
problem and bring their membersback to God.
Some of these sol utions share common themes
(suchaslivegood livesand do good works) while
othersarequite bizarreand disgusting.

For example, oneof thetribesin New Guineahasa
funera ceremony wherearelativehastolieontop
of therotting dead body. They also havetoeat a
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portion of therotting flesh. Thisisal doneinthe
hopes of finding atonement for the departed. The
extremesthey go through show the desperation of
these people.

The questionsthat beg to be asked are:

B Why arethereso many religions?

B Why doesevery culture (eventhemost iso-
lated cultures) have sometypeof religious
system?

B Why areall of these non-€lect peopl e desper-
ately seeking God?

Thereasonrdigionsareauniversal phenomenonis
because everyone has been created with a®“ God-
sized vacuum” that only God canfill. Peoplehave
aninherent desireto havearel ationship with God.
People understand that our rel ationship with God
has been broken, and they want to reestablishit.
People understand they have sinned and they
desperately want to find asolutionto thisproblem.

Yes, wearespiritualy dead. Thisdeath, however,
only dealswith our ability to haveaspiritua rela-
tionship with God. 1t doesnot mean we haveno
desirefor God. It doesnot mean welack any
ability torespond to God'ssalvation.
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Can we Resist God’scall to
Repentance?

Chapter: 14.36
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1998 -2003

A previouschapter (The TULIP) detailsthefive
main pointsof selective salvation. Thefourth point
intheTULIPis"Irresistible Grace.” Listed below
istheir definition of Irresstible Grace.

“Thegracethat God extendsto the elect cannot be
refused. God putsinto the heartsof theelect an
irresstibledesireto turnto Him and accept His
salvation. Thisdesireisso overpowering that no
onecanrefuseit.”

TheBible, however, presentsacompletdly different
story. TheBibleclearly sayswecanresist and
reject God. It saysGod isgrieved whenwereect
Him. It saystheNation of Isragl (whichispart of
God'select) wereadtiff-necked and stubborn
people (whichresultedin many of themresisting
God'scall tosalvation). It dso providesnumerous
examplesof God changing Hismind when people
repented of their Sins.

Thereareover ahundred verseswhere God pleads
with usto repent and seek Him. Why would God
makethesepleasif our personal repentancewas
irrdlevant? Why would God passionately encour-
ageustocometoHimif Hewasgoingtoforceus
to comeanyhow? Listed below areversesthat
conflict with thedoctrineof Irresistible Grace:

Ver ses showing peopleresisting God

2Chron13:8 Peopleareplanningtoresistthe
Kingdom of God

Job 9:4 Job said, “Who hasresisted Him
and come out unscathed?’

Isaiah1:20 If youresist, youwill bedevoured
by the sword

Acts7:51 “You stiff-necked people.... you
awaysresst theHoly Spirit

Ver sesshowing God can begrieved by our
actionsand calamities
(Thisshows God isgrieved when wergject Him)

1Chron. 2:15 Godwasgrieved because of their

cdamity

2 Samuel 24:16God was grieved because of the
cdamity

Acts7:51 Holy Spirit can beresisted

Ephesians4:30 Holy Spirit can begrieved

Ezekid 6:9 Godisgrieved by their adulterous
hearts

Geness6:6 It grieved God that He made
mankind

Isaiah63:10  Ther actionsvexed theHoly Spirit
Isaiah63:10 God'speoplerebelled and grieved
HisHoly Spirit
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Jeremiah42:10 God isgrieved over disasters

Psalm 78:40

God'speoplegrieved Him

Peoplecanrgect God

1 Chron. 28:9

2 Chron. 15:2

Ezekiel 18:23

Ezekiel 18:30

Ezekiel 18:31

Ezekiel 18:32

Ezekid 3:19

Ezekiel 33:19

Ezekid 33:9

John 3:18

John 3:36

John 5:40

Lukel12:9
Mark 8:16:16

Mark 8:35

Mark 8:38

If youforsakeHim, Hewill
forsakeyou

If youforsakeHim, Hewill
forsakeyou

Thewicked shouldreturn fromhis
waysandlive

Repent and turn from your trans-
gressons

Cast away your transgressions ...
makeyourself anew heart
Thewicked shouldreturn fromhis
waysandlive

If thewicked doesnot turn from
hiswickedwayshewill dieinhis
ans

If thewicked turnsfromhis
wickedness... heshdl live

If thewicked doesnot turn from
hiswicked ways, hewill dieinhis
ans

Hethat believeth not is con-
demned aready

Hethat believeth not shall not see
life

... and you will not come to me
that you might havelife

Hethat deniesmeshall bedenied
Whoever doesnot believewill be
condemned

Whoever will save hisown life
will loseit

Whoever isashamed of me.... |
will beashamed

Matthew 16:25 Whoever saveshisown lifewill

loseit

Ver sesshowing God wantsusto repent
(If Godisgoing toforce usto become Christians,
why doesHe plead with usto repent?)

1Kings8:47

2 Peter 3.9
Acts8:22

Acts13:24
Acts17:30

Acts2:38
Acts20:21

Acts26:20
Acts3:19
Acts8:22
Ezekid 14:6

Ezekiel 18:30

Ezekiel 18:32
Ezekid 33:11

Hoseal2:6
Hosea6:1

Isaiah 30:15
|saiah 59:20

Jeremiah 3:1
Jeremiah4:1
Job 34:33
Job 36:10
Jod 2:3
Lukel13:3

Lukel3:5
Luke15:10
Luke24:47
Luke3:3
Luke5:32
Mark 1:15

Mark 1:4

Mark 6:12

Repent

2Chron. 6:37 Repent

God wantseveryoneto repent
Repent

John preached repentance

God commandsall people every-
whereto repent

Peter preached repentance
They must turnto God inrepen-
tance

Paul preached repentance
Repent and turn to God

Repent of thiswickedness
Repent and turn from all of your
abominations

Repent and turn from your trans-
gressons

God says, “Turnandlive’

God begsusto turn from our
wicked ways

Turn to God

Return untotheLord
Repentance

The Redeemer will cometothose
who repent

Jeremiah 15:19 If you repent, | will restoreyou

Return tome

Return tome

Why do you refuseto repent?
God commands peopleto repent
TurnuntotheLord

Jesussaid that you will perishunless
you repent

Jesussaid that you will perishunless
you repent

Thereisrgoicing over onesinner
who repents

Repentance shall be preached
amongadl nations

John the Baptist preached repen-
tance

Sinnersarecalled to repentance
Jesussaid repent andlive

John the Baptist preached repen-
tance

Thedisciplespreached that men
should repent
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Matthew 3:2  John the Baptist preached repen-
tance

Matthew 4:17 Jesustold peopleto repent

Rev.2:16 Repent

Rev.2:21 | gave her spacetorepent ... she
repented not

Rev.2:5 Repent

Rev. 3:19 S0 be earnest and repent

Rev.3:3 Obey and repent

Ver ses showing God wantsusto seek Him
(If Godisgoing to force usto become Christians,
why isHeasking usto seek Him?)

1Chron16:11 Seek Hisfaceadways

1Chron28:9 If you seek Him, Hewill befound
by you

1 Chron. 2:8,9 If you seek Him, Hewill befound

2Chron19:3 Setyour heart on seeking the
Lord

2Chron. 15:2 If youseek Him, Hewill befound

2Chron. 7:14 Seekmy face

Acts15:17 That the remnant of men seek the
Lord

Amos5:4 Seek meandlive

Amos5:6 Seek theLordandlive

Colossans3:1 Seek thosethingsthat areabove

Deut. 4:29 Seek theLord

Hebrews11:6 God rewardsthosewho earnestly
seek Him

|saiah 55:6 Seek the Lord whileHemay be
found

Jeremiah 29:13 Youwill seek meand find mewhen
you seek mewith all of your heart

Job 8:5 Seek unto God early

Lam. 3:25 God isgood to those who seek
Him

Luke11:9,10 Seekandyouwill find

Lukel12:31  Seek Hiskingdom

Matthew 6:33 Seek God'skingdom

Proverbs8:17 Thosewho seek mewill find me

PsAim 1054  Seek Hisfaceaways

Psaim119:2 Blessed arethosewho seek Him
withall their hearts

PsdAm?27:8  Godsaid seek my face

Psalm69:32 Theheart that seeksGod shall live

Ver sesshowing God changing Hismind
(Thisshows God does change Hismind in response
to OUR repentance)

1Chron. 2:15 Godwasgrieved becauseof their
cdamity

1 Chron. 21:15 God changed Hismind about
punishing Israel for David’'ssin

1Kings21:29 WhenAhab humbled himself before
God, Hewithdrew His punishment

1 Sam 13:13,14 God wasgoing to establish Saul’s
kingdom forever, but changed His
mind becauseof Saul’ssin.

1 Samue 8:19 God changed Hismind and
allowed |srael to haveaking

2Chron. 7:14  If my peopleshdl humblethem-
selves... | will heal their land

2Samuel 12 David sinned by committing adul-
tery and murder. God'spunishment
for thesesinswasdeath. Yet, God
changed the punishment and
alowed Davidtolive.

2 Samuel 24:16God changed Hismind about
punishing lsrael for David’'ssin

Exodus32:14 Godwasgoing to punishthe

|sraelitesbecause of their sins. At

therequest of Moses, God

changed Hismind.

Godisgrieved by their adulterous

hearts

Genesis6:6,7 It “repented” and grieved the Lord
that Hemademan

Isaiah63:10 God'speoplerebelled and grieved
HisHoly Spirit

Jeremiah 18:8  If they turnfromtheir evil ways,
Godwill repent fromwhat Hewas
goingtodo

Jeremiah 26:13 If they obeyed theword of the
Lord, Hewill changeHismind
concerning their punishment

Jeremiah 26:19 God changed Hismind about
punishment

Jeremiah3:12 Godtold Isradl toreturnfromtheir
snsand Hewill changeHismind
toward them

Ezekid 6:9

100



BibleHelp.org

Jeremiah42:10 God isgrieved over disasters
Job 33:27,28 God will savethosewho repent

Jodl 2:13 Turnuntothe Lord and Hewill
relent on sending calamity
Jodl 2:14 God may relent

Psaim 106:23 God swrath wasturned away
because of Moses' prayers

Psaim 106:45 God repented when He heard the
criesof thelsradlites

Psaim 107:13 They cried untotheLord and he
saved them

Psaim107:19 They cried untotheLord and he
saved them

Psaim 107:28 They cried untotheLord and He
brought them out of their troubles

PsaAm78:40 God'speoplegrieved Him

PsaAm90:13 Davidisasking GodtochangeHis
mind (relent)

Ver sesshowing | srael was a stiff-necked
people

(Thisshowsmany of themresisting God'scall to
sdvation.)

2 Chronicles30:8

2 Chronicles36:13
2Kings17:14
Acts7:51
Deuteronomy 10:16
Deuteronomy 31:27
Deuteronomy 9:6,13
Exodus32:9
Exodus33:3,5
Exodus34:9
Jeremiah 17:23
Jeremiah 19:15
Jeremiah 7:26
Nehemiah 9:16,17,29
Proverbs29:1

Versesshowing | srael wasa stubbor n people
(Thisshowsmany of themresisting God'scall to
sdvation.)

Deuteronomy 2:30
Deuteronomy 21:18,20
Deuteronomy 9:27
Ezekid 2.4
Hosea4:16
Isaiah46:12
Isaiah48:4
Jeremiah 11:8
Jeremiah 13:10
Jeremiah 16:12
Jeremiah 18:12
Jeremiah 23:17
Jeremiah 3:17
Jeremiah 7:24
Jeremiah 9:14
Judges2:19
Leviticus26:19
Mark 16:14

Mark 3:5

Psalm 78:8

Psalm 81:12
Romans2:.5
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Can We Seek theLord

Chapter: 14.37
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1998 -2003

Amos5:4 says, “ Thisiswhat the LORD saystothe
houseof Isradl: * Seek meandlive.” ” Godin-
structed thewhol e nation of Isragl to seek him.
Obvioudy, Godwanted dl of thelsraglites (not just
some) to become believers. We know, however,
not all of the Nation of Israel werebelievers.
Therefore, weknow that God wantseveryone
(including thosewho end up in Hell) to become
believers.

Ver ses showing God wantsusto seek Him
(Why would God instruct theworld to seek Him if
Hecan't befound?)

1Chron16:11 Seek Hisfaceadways

1Chron28:9 If you seek Him, Hewill befound
by you

2Chron19:3 Setyour heart on seeking the
Lord

2Chron. 15:2 If youseek Him, Hewill befound

2Chron. 7:14 Seekmy face

Acts15:17 That the remnant of men seek the
Lord

Amos5:4 Seek meandlive

Amos5:6 Seek theLordandlive

Colossans3:1 Seek thosethingsthat areabove

Deut. 4:29 Seek theLord

Hebrews11:6 God rewardsthosewho earnestly
seek Him

|saiah 55:6 Seek the Lord whileHemay be
found

Jeremiah 29:13 Youwill seek meand find mewhen
you seek mewith all of your heart

Job 8:5 Seek unto God early

Lam. 3:25 God isgood to those who seek
Hm

Luke11:9,10 Seekandyouwill find

Lukel12:31  Seek Hiskingdom

Matthew 6:33 Seek God'skingdom
Proverbs8:17 Thosewho seek mewill find me
PsAim 1054  Seek Hisfaceaways
PsaAim119:2 Blessed arethosewho seek Him
withall their hearts
Psdm27:8  Godsad, " Seek my face.”
Psailm69:32 Theheart that seeksGod shall live
Zephaniah2:3 Seek theLord
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Why Was Hell Created?
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A computer generated rendition of the
infamous War in Heaven that resulted
in some of the angels being cast out of
Heaven

Hans Memling’s 1485 rendition of Hell

Chapter: 14.38
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1998 -2003

A basic premiseof sdlectivesdvationisGod (long
beforetheworld was created) selected certain
peopleto goto Heaven and theremainder to Hell.
If thisistrue, Hell was created for these people.
This, however, isnot what wefind inthe Bible.

Matthew 25:41 says, “ Depart from me, you cursed,
into everlasting fire, prepared for thedevil and His
angels.” Herewefind Hell wascreated for the
falenangelsand not for man. Hell wasenlargedto
accommodate thefallen human race, but it wasnot
created originally for thehumanrace. It seemsto
meif selective salvation weretrue, Hell would have
been created for mankind.

| 1034
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Has God Really Selected
People at Random togoto
Hell?

Chapter: 14.39
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1998-2003

According to selective savation, God randomly
selected peopletogotoHeavenand Hell. That's
not abad deal if you are one of the peopl e selected
to goto Heaven, but it sdevastating for the people
selectedtogoto Hell for all eternity.

Thislatter part iswhat has caused so much trouble
for Selective Salvationists. It has caused so much
troublethat many Selective Salvationistsnow deny
it spart of thisdoctrine. They willingly admit God
hasarbitrarily predestined certain peopleto
Heaven, but they adamantly deny He haspredes-
tined othersto Hell. They say the Bibleteaches
only predestination to Heaven, not predestination to
Hell. They say wehavenoright to read anything
moreinto thisdoctrine.

They willingly admit these other peoplearegoing to
Hell. They admit these peoplehaveno say inthe
matter and have no chance of going to Heaven.
Yet, they say we have no right saying God predes-
tinedthemtoHell. They say itisoneof those
mattersfor God, and God a oneto resolve, and we
have no businessimplying something the Bibledoes
not clearly state.

Selective Salvationigtsfind it awkward to explain
how aloving and fair God could condemn aperson
to never ending misery and punishment when he
hasn't even doneanythingwrong. They findit
awkward to explain how aperson can be con-
demned before hewas created. Thispart of the
doctrine has become quite an embarrassment to
these people.

Despitetheir protest, thefactsareinescapable. If
God has predestined some peopleto Heaven andis
sending therest to Hell with no say inthe matter, we
have no choice but to conclude He has predestined
themtoHell. Thereisno other way tolook at this.

Thisdenia of the obviousremindsmeof the
selectiveblindnessused inthe* Separate but Equal”
doctrine. Inthelate 1900s, Homer Plessy (who
was 1/8" black) wasarrested for riding inarailroad
car reserved for whites. Hewas charged with
violating an 1890 L ouisianalaw separating railroad
carshy race. Hefought hisarrest all theway up to
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theU.S. Supreme Court (Plessy v Ferguson). In
1896 the U.S. Supreme Court ruled against Plessy
and established anew eraof discrimination. A new
legalized form of davery wascreated.

Plessy v Ferguson legalized the separation of races
inpublicaccommodations. Itlegitimizedthe
“Separate but Equal” philosophy. Blackswere
consdered equal, but different. Justice Henry
Brownwrote, “Weconsider theunderlining fallacy
of theplaintiff’sargument to consist in the assump-
tion that the enforced separation of thetwo races
stampsthe colored racewith abadge of inferiority.
If thisbe s, itisnot by reason of anything foundin
the act, but solely becausethe colored race
choosesto put that constructionuponit.” This
ruling madeit lega to givewhites|uxuriousaccom-
modations (inrailroads, bathrooms, etc.) and give
blackssignificantly inferior accommodations.

Basicaly, the court was saying if theselaws made
blacksfed likethird classcitizens, it wasonly
becausetheblacksincorrectly perceivedit thisway.
Many peoplewere shocked and outraged with this
ruling. If youfollow thislineof thinking, theblame
of any offenselieswith thevictim, not the aggressor.
For example, theonly reasonamugging victim
wouldfed victimized isbecausehechoseto
incorrectly perceiveit thisway.

Not al Selective Salvationiststakethisevasive
stance. Some Selective Salvationistscomeright out
and say God, in Hissovereignty, chose certain
peopleto go to Heaven and theremainder to Hell.

Infact, they arealittle puzzled why these other
people areembarrassed by thispart of the doctrine.
Although| strongly disagreewith their doctrine of
selectivesalvation, | respect their honesty inbeing
straightforward about their views.
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Why did the Refor mation
take Place?

Martin Luther nailing his 94 Theses on
the church door

Chapter: 14.40
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1998 -2003

When wethink of the Reformation, we usualy think
of Martin Luther’sprofound realization that people
cannot work their way to Heaven. After morethan
athousand yearsof existence, the Catholic Church
had deviated tremendoudly fromtheBible. Infact,
Churchtradition and Church doctrineamost
completely replaced the Bible. Thelargest casualty
of thisdeviationwasthe salvation message. The
truemessage of savation wasamost completely
logt.

The Church’splan of savation had completely
disintegrated to the point wherethe priestswere
telling peoplethey could get to Heaven with doing
good worksand donating large amounts of money
to the Church. They would say, “ Assoon asyour

money hitsthe offering plate, thesoul of your dead
relativewill immediately leave Purgatory.”

Shortly beforethe Reformation, acoupleof things
had happened. First, some*“radicals’ had trandated
the Bibleinto alanguagethat could beread by the
common people. Up until then, only the priestshad
accesstotheBible. Thisallowed peopletobeable
toreadtheBiblicd plan of salvationfor themsalves.

Second, someof the priests started studying the
Biblethemsealves (whichwasuncommon at the
time). Asthey studied the Bible, they beganto
realizethe Church wasteaching afa seplan of
salvation. They redlized the Churchwasleadingits
flock down apath of destruction.

Martin Luther wasone of thesepriests. Hehad
spent most of hislifetrying to please God with good
works, abstaining from pleasurableactivities, and
doing penancesthat were painful and life-threaten-
ing. Hefelt hecould only please God if he suffered
greatly for hissins. Many of hisfriendsthought the
punishmentshewasinflicting upon himsalf would
eventudly kill him.

Oneday theverseRomans 1:17 (“ Therighteous
shal liveby faith”) made perfect sense. Heredlized
apersonisnot justifiedin God'ssight by sacrificing
or doing good works. Rather, aperson canbe
justified only by having faithin what Jesushad done
onthecross. A personisjustified by faith, not
works. Onething led to another and the Reforma-
tion erupted.

The Reformation causesaproblemfor Selective
Savationigs. If selectivesavationistrue, then
peopleweregetting saved all dong. If selective
salvationistrue, the message of salvation couldn’t
have been corrupted. Therewasno needto
proclaim theforgotten message: “Therighteous
shdl liveby faith.” If no onewasbeing mided by
thefa se plan of salvation, therewasno need for the
Reformation.
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Part 4

"Choice" -The Achilles' Heel of
Selective Salvation
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Choice—Part 1. The
Contradictions of
Selective Salvation

Chapter: 14.41
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1998-2003

Oneof the greatest puzzles of the doctrine of
sectivesavationistheissueof “choice” Amain
premiseof selectivesalvationisGod arbitrarily
choosing to send certain peopleto Heaven and the
remainder to Hell. These peoplehaveno say inthe
matter, and thereisnothing they candoto dter their
degtiny.

Selective Salvationists say thisselection processis
proof of God'ssovereignty. Infact, they say God
cannot be sovereign or infull control if man hasany
say inthematter. They say if wehavetheability to
determineour destiny, it would bethe same asus
telling God Almighty what todo. “Obvioudy,” they
say, “ mortal man cannot dictate God'sactions.”
Listed below isacomment concerning this:

B “By making e ection conditional upon some-
thing that man does, evenif what he doesis
simply to repent and believethegospd, God's
graceisseriousy compromised.” (Storms,
Chosen for Life, p. 55)

Theissueof “choice’ istheAchilles hed of selec-
tivesavation. Thedoctrinefalsapart whenthis
issueisclosely examined. Therearemany aspects
of “choice” that contradict the doctrine of selective
savation. Inorder to helpyou better understand
theissueof choice, | havebrokenit downinto
multiplechapters.
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Choice—Part 2: Can You
Force Someoneto LoveYou?

Chapter: 14.42
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1998 -2003

According to selective salvation, God has chosen
certain peopleto goto Heaven. At the* appointed
time” God putsanirresistibledesireintheir hearts
to seek God. Asaresult, they will turnto God and
become Christians.

Whileitistrue God can force someoneto goto
Heaven, itisn’t trueHe can force someoneto love
Him. | redlizethereare some peoplewhowill
protest and say God can do anything. Thisisnot
true; God can’t do “anything.” Hecan't do contra-
dictory commands. Thefollowing questionsare
examplesof contradictory commands:

B Cananall-powerful God create arock so
largeHecan'tliftit?

B Cananall-knowing God make something so
small Hedoesn't know about it?

B Cananomnipresent God (aGodwhois
everywhere) throw an object sofar it landsina
location whereHeisnot located?

Asyou can see, thelimitationsare not with God but
with our question. If youincorrectly phrasea
guestion, the question becomesvoid and worthless.
Itisjustlikein math. Thereare basic mathematical
proceduresthat need to befollowed when perform-
ing calculations. If youviolatethese procedures,
your equation becomesinvaid. For example, you
can't divideanumber by zero. If youtryitona
caculator, thedisplay will read“ERROR.”

NSTRUMENTS

When | wasin college, my professor mathematically
proved“8=23." Hestarted out withavery long
equationand had“A =8." After about 30 compli-
cated calculations, “A=3.” After wesat
dumbstruck, herevealed hissecret. Half way
through the calculations, hedivided oneof the
numberswith zero. This, of course, invaidated the
wholeequation.

“Forcing someoneto loveyou” isa so acontradic-
tory statement. Loveisanemotionthat isdevel-
oped and earned. Loveisanemotional response
that developsin afreeheart. You can createa
robot that will hold your hand, bring you flowers,
and say thingslike“ |l loveyou,” but therewould be
nolove. Therobotisonly doingwhat itisforcedto
do. Itisonly mimicking actionstypically associated
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withlove. Lovecanonly developwhenthereisa
truly freewill.

You can force someone to follow you,
but you can’t force them to love you

God could createarace of robotsfor selective
salvation. He could force some of theserobotsto
go to Heaven and theremainder to Hell. Hecould
forceonegroupto say thingslike, “1 loveyou” and
theremainder to say thingslike, “Thereisno God.”
He could force onegroup to sing songsof praise
and theother group to cursehim.

Yet dl of thiswould mean nothing to God. He
would know their praisesare nothing but hollow
words. Hewould know thereisnolove. He
would know they did not choose him. Hewould
know they havenofedingsfor him. Their praises
would beasworthlessas counterfeit money. Look
at chapter Choice—Part 9: What isthe Purpose
of Choice?for moreinformation.
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Choice—Part 3: IsChoice
Really a Choice Without a
Choice?

Chapter: 14.43
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1998-2003

A basic premiseof sdectivesavationisGod
selected peopleto goto either Heaven or Hell. The
selected people have no say inthematter. Thereis
no way aperson could alter hiseternal destiny.

When aperson “chooses’ to accept Christ ashis
Savior, heactually doesnot makethe choice
himself. Thedesireto makethisdecisonisim-
planted by God. Before God implantsthisdesire,
thepersonliteraly hasno ability to decide spiritua
thingshimsdlf. Listed below aresomeof the
commentsby Selective Salvationiststhat say we
haveno choice:

B “Infact, thesinner isof himself neither capable
nor willingtoreceivesavation.” (Hoeksema,

Whosoever WI., p. 14)

B “TheBiblestressesthetotal inability of fallen
man to respond to the things of God; heisnot
abletodo so. Thisiswhat the Calvinist refers
toastotal depravity.” (Talbot and Crampton,
Calvinism, Hyper-Calvinismand
Arminianism, p. 20)

B Weareconfronted with thefact that the natural
manisunabletoloveand serve God, and the
sinner, of himsalf, cannot repent and believe.”
(Pink, Sovereignty, p. 149)

B “[Man] nolonger hastheability to choose
good (righteousness).” (Talbot and Crampton,
Calvinism, Hyper-Calvinismand
Arminianism, p. 19)

Selective Salvationists say thereason weare unable
to makethese decisionsisbecausewe are spiritu-
ally dead. They say aspiritually dead personis
unableto make any typeof response. Itislike
throwing alife preserver to adead body floating on
thewater; it can’t even reach over to grab the
preserver. Therefore, aspiritually dead personis
totally unableto do something assimpleaschoosing
to accept Christ ashisSavior. Listed below are
some quotes by Selective Salvationistsconcerning
this

B “A dead man cannot exercisefaithin Jesus
Christ.” (Clark, TheBiblical Doctrine of
Man, p. 102)

B “A dead manisutterly incapableof willing
anything.” (Pink, Sovereignty, p. 141)

B *“A dead man cannot cooperate with an offer of
healing.” (Gerstner, Predestination, p. 18)

B “Thecorpsedoesnot restorelifetoitself; after
lifeisrestored, it becomesaliving agent.”
(Dabney, Calvinism, p. 35)

B “A corpsedoesnot cry out for help.”
(Custance, The Sovereignty of Grace, p. 18)
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Selective Salvationistswill useanother anaogy to
show our total inability to accept God'ssalvation.
Basically, they say sinceababy doesnot chooseto
be born, we cannot choose to be born again.
Listed below are some quotesby Selective Salva
tionistsconcerningthis:

B “Theinfant doesnot procreateitself, but must
be born of itsparentsin order to becomea
living agent.” ((Dabney, Calvinsm, p. 35)

B “A baby never desiresor decidesto beborn.
Henever contributesaniotatoward hisown
birth. Inthewholeprocessfrom conception
through birth, heiscompletely passveand
totally unableto control hishirth.” (Palmer, The
Five Points of Calvinism, p. 17)

B “Wecannot haveabirth of ourselves; ababe
cannot be born of itself; nothing can haveits
origina fromitsdlf, for it would then be before
and after itself; it would be and would not be at
thesametime.” (Ness, An Antidote Against
Arminianism, p. 88)

B “Thenew birthissolely thework of God, the
Spirit,and manhasnopartorlotinit. This
fromthevery nature of thecase. Birth alto-
gether excludestheideaof any effort or work
onthepart of theonewhoisborn. Personaly,
we have no moreto do with our spiritual birth
than we had with our natura birth.” (Pink,
Sovereignty, p. 72)

B “What creature hasever successfully resisted
hisown creation or made any active contribu-
tionto hisown creation?’” (Gunn, The Doc-
trines of Grace, p. 23)

B “Non-being—nothingness— can never produce
itself. Thevery concept of creation necessarily
impliestota passvity andinability onthe part of
the object that isto be created. What istruein
thephysica reelmisasotrueinthespiritua
ream: individualsaretotally unableto makeof
themsavesnew creationsin Christ.” (Pamer,
The Five Points of Calvinism, p. 17)

TheBiblecontradictsthisviewpoint. Thereare
many versesthat say we have achoiceto accept or
reject salvation. A list of theversescanbefoundin
the chapter What Doesthe Bible Say?

How do Selective Salvationistsreconcilethese
verses? How can they say we have no choiceand
yet bein agreement with theversesthat say we
haveachoice? How canthey say wearetotally
incapableof making any spiritual decisonswhenwe
areableto makedecisionsto commit sin?

“Irresistible Grace” isthe central theme of selective
salvation. Basicaly, it meanswhen God chooses
(elects) certain peopleto be saved, they will be
saved. Heforcesthemto accept Him. Heputsan
irresistibledesirein their heartsto want God and
thereisnothing they candotorgect God. They
have no say inthe matter.

According to Selective Salvationists, once God puts
thisirresstibledesirein aperson’sheart, heauto-
matically startsto desire God. Asaresult of this
desire, he* chooses’ to abandon hissinful waysand
turnto God. Sincethetargeted person (unaware of
God'sintervention) seemsto cometo thisconclu-
siononhisown, heissaidto havea“choice.”

Isthistruly achoice? Canit actually besaidthis
person chose God out of atruly free heart? Doesa
personreally haveachoiceif heisforced to accept
or rgject God? Thedictionary defines” choice’ as,
“Thevoluntary act of selecting. Theright and
power of making aselection.”

Just because someone calls something achoice
doesn’'t meanitisactually achoice. In 1995,
Saddam Hussein wanted to show theworld Hewas
agreat leader and wasloved by hispeople. He
wanted to dispel the notion hewasaruthless
dictator who was hated and despised by hisop-
pressed subjects. He, therefore, held “free’
electionsfor hisoffice. Saddam Husseinrecelved
99.96% of thevotes. (In2002, Hussein held
another election, obtaining Smilar results.)
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Saddam Hussein and hisinfamousrifle

Thesedections, of course, raised many eyebrows.
No onetook these numbers serioudly. Just about
everyonerealizedtruly freeheartsdid not cast these
votes. They realized thesevotesdid not reflect the
true sentiment of the Iraqi people.

Toillugtratethis, let’sconsider two different types of
electionsof the exact samepopulationinlirag. The
first election would be an open election and the
second would be asecret closed election. Inthe
open election, everyonein Iraq hasto openly cast
their vote onalarge chakboard (in front of every-
one). Thenamesof thevoters (and their selection)
arerecorded and given to Saddam Hussein.

The secret el ection, however, isdonein suchaway
that theindividual votesarekept secret. Thereis
no possibleway for anyoneto find out how a
personvotes. Thevoter isabletotruly votehis
conscience.

If wewereto conduct both of these el ectionson the
sameday on the exact same populationinlrag, do
you think therewould beasubstantia differencein
thefinal count? Do you think Saddam Hussein
would receive 99.96% of thevotesin both elec-

tions? Do you think these peoplewould express
their truefedingsif they knew SaddamHussein
would havealist of dl negativevotes?

If you think therewill beasubstantia difference
between thetwo votes, you would haveto admit
that the lragi peoplewere not ableto makeatruly
freechoiceintheopenelection. Yes, itistruethey
didmakea*choice’ intheopen election, but it
wasn't atrue choice. That choicewasasham and
mockery of truth, fairness, and common sense. A
true choice comesonly when aperson hasthe
freedom to choose opposing views.

Likewise, when Sdlective Savationiststalk about
choice, they are not talking about atrue choice.
The*choice’ they aretalking about isamockery of
truth, fairness, and common sense. | do not believe
aGod of integrity would ever perpetuatesucha

deception.

A person doesnot haveachoicein salvation unless
hehastheredlistic opportunity to accept or reject
salvation. | seeonly two optionsfor apersonwho
believesin sdlectivesalvation. Thefirst optionisto
admit thosewho arethe elect have no choice or
freewill to accept or rgject God. If aperson
believesinthisoption, hehasto explanwhy alarge
number of verses say we have afreechoiceto
accept or reject God.

The second option isto admit that thosewho are
theelect haveareal choiceto accept or regject God.
If people have atrue choice, somewill chooseto
reject God. Therefore, someof theelect will never
become Christians. You cannot say the elect have
afreewill toaccept or rgject God if thereisn’'t the
realistic probability somewill rgject God. There-
fore, if you believein sdlectivesalvationand believe
these people have achoicein the matter, you are
then forced to accept thefact some of the“elect”
will endupinHdll.

Article 11 and Error VI (Canonsof Dort), say all of
the elect are going to Heaven and not one of the
elect will gotoHell. Therefore, if you say an elect
person cannot reject God, you are forced to accept
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thefirst option that saystheelect have no choiceor
freewill to accept or reject God. God hasthe
sovereignright todothis, but | haveto stand by my
earlier contention that you can’ t force someoneto
loveyou. If thisistrue, | haveto believetherearea
large number of peoplein Heaven who do not love
God. They may not hate Him, but they did not
choosetoloveHim.
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Choice—Part 4. Do We Really
have a Free Will?

Chapter: 14.44
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1998-2003

Asmentioned at thebeginning of thissection, a
cornerstonedoctrine of selectivesalvationisthe
sovereignty of God. Selective Sdvationistscontend
if we could choose our own destiny, it would bethe
sameasustelling God Almighty what todo. They
say God would not beasovereign God if Hedoes
not exercise control in every aspect of our lives.
Storm saysthefollowing about this:

B “By making e ection conditiona upon some-
thing that man does, evenif what hedoesis
simply to repent and believethe gospd, God's
graceisseriously compromised.” (Chosen for
Life, p. 55)

Freewill hasbecomeafour-letter word with
Selective Sdvationists(well, actualy two four-letter
words). Tosay wehaveafreewill isthesameas
saying God isnot onthethrone. Listed below are
commentsfrom Selective Sa vationistsabout free
will:

B “Freewill isnonsense.” (Spurgeon, Free W|
—Adave, p. 3)

B “Freewill istheinvention of man, instigated by
thedevil” (Wilmonth, The Baptist Examiner,
Sept. 16, 1989, p. 5)

B “Freewill makesman hisown savior and his
owngod.” (Ross, Abundant Truth, p. 56)

B “Theheresy of freewill dethrones God and
enthronesman.” (Best, Free Grace Vlersus
FreeWI, p. 35)

B “If thetheory of freewill weretrue, it would
givethepossibility of repentance after death.”
(Boettner, Predestination, p. 221)

B “Mandoesnot haveafreewill whenit comes
to thematter of salvation.” (Kober, Divine
Election or Human Effort, p. 31)

B “Thewill of thenatural manisopposed to
God, and he hasno will God ward until hehas
beenbornagain.” (Pink, John, p. 30)

Thisstanceonfreewill hasforced many Selective
Salvationistsinto avery uniqueposition. If God
controlseverything and we don’'t havefreedomto
make our own choices, then God controlsall of our
actions. If God controlsall of our actions, we have
to concludeweareforcedtosin. Thefollowing
chapter (The Choiceto Sin) provides several
guotesfrom Selective Salvationists about how God
hasforced ustosin.

Although not all Selective Salvationistshavetaken
thisextremepogtion, itisstill apredominant view.
Thisview, of course, raisessomevery serious
issues. How canwe be held responsiblefor our




BibleHelp.org

actionsif weareforced to do them? How canwe
be punished for sinswe areforced to commit?
Moreimportantly, how can God be holy and
righteousif Heisforcing usto do theseevil deeds?
Basically, it would bethe sameasif God had done
thoseevil deeds.

Obvioudy, wedo haveafreewill to make choices;
both good and evil. Aswesaw elsewhereinthis
section, God can give usafreewill and ill be
sovereign. Thefollowing chapterswill expand on
thisissuefurther. They will show our actions
actually do provoke variousresponsesfrom God.
They will show God can bemoved by our choices
and requests.
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Choice —Part 5: Can Prayer
ChangeThings?

Chapter: 14.45
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1998 -2003

Can prayer changethings? DoesGod ater His
plansto accommodate our requests? Can our
sincere petitions prompt aresponse from God?

If selectivesavationistrue, our prayerswill not
cause Godto dter Hisplans. If everythingis
already set in stone, thereisnothing we candoto
changethe course of events. Following are some
things Sel ective Salvationists have said about

prayer:

B “Prayer doesnot changethings, nor does
prayer change God or Hismind.” (David We<t,
The Baptist Examiner, Feb. 18, 1989, p.5)

B “What God has predestined to bewill always

cometo passasHe has purposed, and all the
praying one can muster will not changethat.
No, prayer doesnot changethings; it does
changeus. (Dan Phillips, The Baptist Exam-
iner, Feb. 18, 1989, p.5)

B “Nomancanbdieveintheglorious, Biblical
doctrine of absolute predestination, and believe
that prayer changesthings. Thetwo are
incompatible. They do not gotogether. If one
istrue, theother isfalse. Sincepredestinationis
true, it follows, asnight followsday, that prayer
doesnot changethings.” (Wilson, The Baptist
Examiner, June 8, 1991, p. 8)

B “ltisdifficult toreconcileprayer andthe
unchangingwill of God.” (JamesWilmoth, The
Baptist Examiner, Feb. 18, 1989, p.5)

Contrary to the above statements, the Bible does
say prayer changesthings. James5:16 says, “ The
effectual, fervent prayer of arighteousman availeth
much.” TheBible provides scoresof powerful
examplesof prayersbeing answered. Peoplelike
Hezekiah, M oses, Joshua, David, Hannah, and Paul
received specificanswerstother prayers. Eventhe
great leadersinthe Bible believed God answers
prayers. Therearehundredsof versesshowing
them asking God to changethings.

If our requests can move God to change Hisplans,
it showsthe courseof our livesisnot setin stone.

It shows sel ective salvation cannot betrue. Follow-
ing areafew examplesof prayerschanging the
courseof events.

1Chron.5:20 God respondedto Manasseh’'s

prayers

1Kings9:3  Godrespondedtotheir prayers

1 Sam. 1:9-23 God answered Hannah's prayer
and shegavebirthto Samuel

2Chron. 1:11 God gavegraciousfavorsin
answer to peopl€’sprayers

2 Chron. 32:20 God answered Hezekiah'sprayer
whileinbattle

2 Chron. 33:19 God was moved by Manasseh’s

prayers
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2Chron. 7:12 Godrespondedtotheir prayers

2Kings20:5 Godrespondedto Hezekiah's
prayers

2Sam. 21:14 God answered prayer on behalf of
theland.

2Sam. 21:25 God answered prayer on behalf of
theland.

Acts10:31 Corndlius prayerswereanswered

Acts10:45  Cornelius prayerswereanswered

Acts28:8-10 Paul healed peoplethroughhis
prayers

Deut. 9:18,20 Aaron'sgolden caf greatly angered
theLord. Asaresult of Moses
prayer, God didn’t destroy alarge
number of people.

Ezra8:23 God answered Ezra sprayers

Genesis25:21 ThelLord answered Isaac’'s
prayers

Isaiah38:4,5 Godadded 15yearsto Hezekiah's
lifeinresponseto hisprayers

Job 42:8,9 God accepted Job’sprayersfor his
friends

Josh 10:12-14 Joshuaprayed and thesun
stopped moving

Luke1:13 Elizabeth became pregnant (with
John the Baptist) because of
Zechariah'sprayers.

Mark 11:24  Wewill recelve whatever we ask
forinprayer

Mark 9:29 Certainkindsof demonscan only
be cast out with prayer

Matt. 21:22  Wewill recelve whatever we ask
forinprayer

Proverbs15:8 Prayersof the upright please God

Psaim 102:17 God will respond to the prayers of
thededtitute

Psam6:9 God accepted David'sprayers

James5:15  Theprayer offeredinfathwill
make the sick person well

James5:16 ~ Theprayer of arighteousmanis
powerful and effective
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Choice—Part 6: Can God be
Grieved by Our Sinsor
Moved by Our Repentance?

Chapter: 14.46
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1998 -2003

In previous chapterswe saw we have afreewill to
choose between good and evil. We also saw that
God respondsto our prayers. Asyou will see, God
can also be moved by our actions. Our bad
choiceswill provoke God to anger and jeal ousy,
and our good choiceswill provokeapositive
response. God can even be moved by our re-
quests.

Listed bel ow are some versesthat show God can
bemoved by our requests. Thefact God can be
moved by our requests shows everything isnot set
instone. They show God hasnot predetermined
everythinginour lives.

Psam34:17 ThelLordddiversthosewhocry
untoHim

Jeremiah 29:12 You shall call uponmeand I will
hearken unto you

Jeremiah 29:13 You shall seek meandyou shdl find
mewhen you search for mewith all
of your heart.

Lukel1:9 Askandit shal begivenyouand

seek andyou shall find

Matthew 7:7,8 Ask andit shall begivenyouand
seek andyou shall find

Psaim 106:44 Whenever thelsraglitesrepented

of their sins, God heard their cries

Listed below arealarge number of verses showing
God can changeHismind. Onceagain, if our
actions can change God’'smind, it showseverything
isnot setinstone.

1 Chron. 21:15 God changed His mind about
punishing lsrael for David'ssin

1Kings21:29 WhenAhab humbled himself before
God, God withdrew His punish-
ment

1Sam 13:13,14 Godwasgoingto establish
Saul’skingdom forever, but
changed His mind because of
Saul’'ssn.

1Sam. 8:19 God changed Hismind and
allowed |srael to haveaking

2Chron. 7:14 If my peopleshal humblethem-
selves... | will heal their land

2Samuel 12 David sinned by committing adul-
tery and murder. God'spunishment
for thesesinswasdeath. Yet, God
changed the punishment and
alowed Davidtolive.

2Sam. 24:16 God changed His mind about
punishing lsrael for David'ssin

Exodus32:14 Godwasgoing to punishthe
|sraelitesbecause of their sins. At
therequest of Moses, God
changed His mind.

Ezekid 6:9 Godisgrieved by their adulterous
hearts

Genesis6:6,7 It grievedthelLord that He made
men

Isaiah63:10 God'speoplerebelled and grieved
HisHoly Spirit

Jeremiah 18:8  If they turnfromtheir evil ways,
God will repent from what He
wasgoingtodo

Jeremiah 26:13 If they obeyed the Word of the
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Lord, Hewould changeHismind
concerning their punishment

Jeremiah 26:19 God changed His mind about
punishment

Jeremiah3:12 Godtold Israel toreturnfromthelr
sinsand Hewill changeHismind
toward them

Jeremiah42:10 God isgrieved over disasters

Job 33:27,28 God will save those who repent

Jodl 2:13 Turnunto theLord and Hewill
relent from sending caamity
Jodl 2:14 God may relent

Psaim 106:23 God swrath wasturned away
because of Moses' prayers

Psaim 106:45 God repented when He heard the
criesof thelsradlites

Psaim107:13 TheycrieduntotheLordandHe
saved them

Psaim107:19 TheycrieduntotheLordandHe
saved them

Psaim107:28 TheycrieduntotheLordandHe
brought them out of their troubles

PsaAm78:40 God speoplegrieved Him

Psam90:13 Davidisasking Godto change
Hismind (relent)

Listed below arealarge number of versesthat
show God can be provoked to anger, jeal ousy, etc.
If God hasa ready pre-determined all of our
actions, Hewould not have had thistype of emo-
tional response.

1Kings15:30; 16:2,7,13,26; 21:22; 22:53
2Chronicles28:25; 33.6; 34:25
2Kings17:11,17; 21:6,15; 22:17; 23:19
Deuteronomy 4:25; 9:7,18

Ezekid 16:26; 20:28

Hoseal2:14

Jeremiah 8:19; 11:17; 25:7;, 32:29, 32; 44:3
Judges2:12

Psalm 106:29

| srael’sactionsmade God ANGRY

2 Chronicles28:11; 29:20, 23, 24, 27, 28,

32:19,21, 22

2Kings22:13

Ezra8:22

Job 21:20

Joshua23:16

Mark 3:5

Psalms 78:17, 18, 21, 31, 38, 40, 41, 49, 50, 56,
58, 59, 62

Psalms 95:10,11; 106:23, 29, 32,33, 40, 43

Romans9:22

GodisaJEALOUSGod and ismoved by our
actions

1Kings14:22

Deuteronomy 4:24; 5:9; 6:15; 29:20; 32:16,
21

Exodus 34:14; 20:5

Ezekiel 16:38,42; 23:25; 36.6

Ezekiel 8:3,5; 35:11

Joel 2:18

Joshua24:19

Nathan 1.2

Psalms78:58; 79:5

Zechariah 1:14; 8:2

Zephaniah1:18; 3:8

God can begrieved by our actionsand calami-
ties

1Chron. 2:15 Godwasgrieved becauseof their

cdamity

2 Samuel 24:16God was grieved because of the
cdamity

Acts7:51 TheHoly Spirit canberesisted

Ephesans4:30 TheHoly Spirit canbegrieved

Ezekid 6:9 Godisgrieved by their adulterous
hearts

Geness6:6 It grieved God that He made
mankind

Isaiah63:10  Ther actionsvexedtheHoly Spirit

Isaiah63:10 God'speoplerebelled and grieved
HisHoly Spirit

Jeremiah42:10 God isgrieved over disasters

PsaAm78:40 God speoplegrievedHim
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Choice—Part 7: The
Choiceto Sin

Lootersin an Argentina riot

Chapter: 14.47
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1998 -2003

Asstated in another chapter, Selective Salvationists
say God cannot be sovereignif man hasafreewill
to choose or rgect salvation. They say thiswould
bethe samething asustelling God what to do.

Selective Sdvationistssay Godissovereignandin
completecontrol. They say Hecontrolseverything
that takesplaceintheworld. They say if wecan
control any aspect of our lives, God would not be
sovereign. God hasordered every action, including
our sins. Following aresomethings Selective
Savationigshavesaid concerning this.

B “Eventhefall of Adam, and through himthe
fall of therace, was not by chance or accident,
but was so ordained in the secret counsel s of
God.” (Boettner, Predestination, p. 174)

B “Surely, if God had not willedthefall, He
could, and no doubt would, have preventedit;
but Hedid not preventit: ergo, Hewilledit.
Andif Hewilledit, Hecertainly decreedit.”
(Zanchius, The Doctrine of Absol ute Predesti-
nation, p. 88)

B “PlainlyitwasGod'swill that sin should enter
thisworld, otherwiseit would not have entered,
for nothing happens saveas God haseternally
decreed. Moreover, therewasmorethan bare
permission, for God only permitsthat whichHe
has purposed.” (Pink, Sovereignty, p. 147)

B “Notonly did Hisomniscient eyeseeAdam
eating of theforbidding fruit, but He decreed
beforehand that he should do so.” (Pink,
Sovereignty, p. 249)

B “|tisevenBiblical to say that God hasforeor-
dainedsin.” (Pamer, The Five Pointsof
Calvinism, p. 82)

B “Nothing comesto passcontrary toHis
decree. Nothing happensby chance. Even
moral evil.” (Shedd, Calvinism, p. 37)

B “Sinisoneof the*whatsoever’ that have
‘cometopass,’ dl whichare‘ordained.””
(Shedd, Calvinism, p. 31)

B “Godjustly willsthat sinsbe committed by us,
and indeed absol utely willsthat they be commit-
ted; nay, procuresintimethesesinsthem-
selves.” (John Piscator asquoted in Newman,
A Manuel in Church History, Vol. 2. 338)

B “Theideathat God knowsthefuturewithout
having plannedit and without controllingitis
totally foreignto Scriptures.” (Gunn, The
Doctrines of Grace, p. 13)

B “If Goddid not foreordainal things, thenhe
could not know thefuture. God foreknowsall
thingsbecause Hedecreed dl thingsto be.”
(West, The Baptist Examiner, March. 18,
1989, p. 5)

B “Foreknowledgeof futureeventsthenis

founded upon God' sdecrees, henceif God
foreknowseverything that isto be, itisbecause
HehasdeterminedinHimself for all eternity
everythingwhichwill be.” (Pink, Sovereignty,
p. 110)
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They are saying God forced usto commit each and
every sin. They aresaying each of our snswere
predetermined and ordained by God to take place.
Thisraisessomevery troublingissues.

We cannot be held accountablefor sinsweare
forced to do. We cannot be punished for our
actionsif wehad no say inthe matter. More
importantly, if God doesforce usto sin, what does
thissay about God? God cannot be holy, righteous,
andjust if Heforcesustosin. Look at my chapter
DoWeReally have a Free W I? for moreinforma:
tionabout this.

Isit truewedon’t have any control over our
actions? No, of coursenot. Even acasual obser-
vation of everyday lifewill tell uswedo have
control over our actions. Although observationsare
hel pful inverifyingthevaidity of adoctrine, the
Biblemust beour final authority.

Apart from the hundreds of versesthat say we have
theability to choose, there aretwo other doctrines
from the Biblethat show we have control over our
actions. TheBiblesaystherewill bevarying
amountsof rewardsfor uswhen weget to Heaven
(2Cor. 5:10-15and Col. 3:24). Thefact that there
aredifferent amountsof rewardsmeanswehave
control over thedecisonswemake. If wehaveno
control over our decisions, wewould al receivethe
sameamount of rewardsin Heaven. Actualy, these
rewardswould haveto be called giftsbecausethey
were not earned.

TheBibleaso saystherewill bevariouslevelsof

punishmentinHell. Following areversesthat say

this

2Cor.5:10  Judgment sest of Christ

Heb. 10:29,30 Punishment will bemore severefor
thosewho *tramplethe Son of God
under foot”

Jude 1:15

Judgment will be executed upon the
ungodly for their ungodly deeds

Luke12:47,48 Parable of thosewho were pun-
ished becausethey knew theLord's
will anddid not doit. Tothose
whoweregivenmuch, muchis

required.

Luke20:46,47 Faseteacherswill bepunished
moreseverdy

Mark 12:40  Faseteacherswill bepunished
moreseverdy

Mark 14:21  For the person who betrayed Jesus,
it would have been better if hewere
never born

Matthew 11:24 Intheday of judgment, it will be
moretolerablefor Sodomthanit
will befor Capernaum

Matthew 12:36 Wewill giveaccount for everyidle
word intheday of judgment.

Matthew 23:14 Falseteachersarewarned of
punishment

Rev. 20:11-15 White ThroneJudgment

Rev. 20:12,13 Non-Christiansarejudged accord-
ing to their ungodly deeds

Romans2:12 Thosewho have sinned without the
law will bejudged without thelaw

Romans25 A hardened heart stockpileswrath
against theDay of Wrath

Thefact our actions can cause usto be punished
more severely than othersmeanswe do have
control over our decisons. Onceagain, thisproves
we have control over our choices. If wehave
control over choicesthat profoundly affect eternity,
it standsto reason we have control over our choice
to accept or reject salvation.
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Choice —Part 8: Are We Inca-
pable of Choosing God?

The infamous "shell" game

Chapter: 14.48
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1998 -2003

Selective Salvationists say we areincapabl e of
choosing God. They say being“ spiritually dead”

meanswe lack any ability to desire or choose God.

They liken usto dead bodiesfloating inthewater.
Evenif alifepreserver isthrown to the bodly, it
would not be ableto respond. We are dead and
totally incapable of responding to any rescue
atempt.

Selective Savationistssay wearetotally incapable
of desiring God or what He hasto offer. They say
theonly way wewould desire God and Hissalva
tionisby having Godimplant asupernatural desire
withinus. Oncewe have beenimplanted withthis
desiretowant God, itisimpossibletoresist or
reject thisprompting.

Arewe capable of making choices? Yes, of course,
weare. For example, let’ssay wearegivena
choice betweentwo trips. Thefirst tripwould
reguire usto spend amonth doing very disgusting
thingslike cleaning sawerswith our bare handsfor
fourteen hoursaday. Wewould haveto deep
outdoorsintherain (unprotected) and eat spoiled
food.

B i
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The second trip would require usto spend amonth
at avery plushresort. We can participateinall
sortsof activitiessuch asswimming, tennis, spa, etc.
A five-star restaurant would providedl of our
meals. Someoneelse, of course, paysfor all
accommodations.

Which of thetwo tripswould we choose? Obvi-
ously, wewould choosethe second trip. Our minds
arefully capableof differentiating between desirable
and undesirablethings. We havetheability to
choose agood destiny over abad destiny.

Sinhasravaged so many areasof our lives. Sin
bringsguilt, remorse, and sadness. It causesa
desperate strugglewithin usaswetry to compen-
satefor our massive shortcomings. Our livesare
unhappy and unstable because of thissin. Weare
at oddswith our creator, and our inner conscience
tellsuswe are going to be held accountablefor our
sns. Thisisaterrifying and dreadful prospect.
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Ontheflip side, we see Christianswho have been
ableto get their livesback into order. Thisstability
has saved their marriages, jobs, and future. They
are happy and at peacewith themsalvesand with
God. Ontop of all this, they haveevenfound a
remedy for their sin problem. They havereconciled
their differenceswith their Creator and they areno
longer goingto Hell.

Theseobservationsareplain, smple, and sraight-
forward. Anyonewhoisawareof all of thefacts
would be ableto seethe benefits of resolving their
sin problem. Thispersonwould desireto choosea
good destiny over abad destiny.

Yes, itistruewehaveasinful natureand aheart
bent on doingwrong. Yes, itistruewelack the
ability tostopsinning. Yes, itistruewelack the
ability toliveinaway thatispleasingto God. Itis
not true, however, that we can’'t comprehend the
benefitsof resolving our sin problemwith God.
Our heartsarefully capableof desiring God's
benefitsover our terriblelives. Weunderstand the
benefitsand we havethe ability to choosethem.
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Choice—Part 9: Choice and
the Moral Sandard

Adam and Eve with the forbidden fruit

Chapter: 14.49
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1998 -2003

Theonly thinginthishumongousuniversethat hasa
will and independent thought areliving creatures.
Living creatureshavethe unique ability to make
choices. Incontrast, therest of theuniverse hasno
ability tomakechoices. It movesexactly asGod
programmedit. It hasnoindependent thought and
cannot alter itscourse. 1t hasno consciousness.
The contrast between thetwo systemsisundeniably
obvious.

Although the universe sbeauty and magnitude
bringsGod glory, it doesnot bring Him love and
friendship. Theuniversecan provideasmuch
friendship asapet rock. Loveand affection can
comeonly fromaheart that istruly freeto choose.
God understood thiswhen He created Adam and

Eve. Hemadethem different fromtherest of the
universe. Thesepeoplehad afreewill that gave
them the ability to make choices.

God hascreated alarge variety of living creatures
hereon Earth. Themindsof some of these crea-
turesarevery sophigticated whilethe minds of
othersarequitelimited. All of thesecreatureswere
created with threegoverning qudities. Ingtinctive
behavior, independent thought, and the ability to
choose.

Instinctive behavior istheinternal instinct that
causes creaturesto act certainways. Pigs, for
example, inginctively act differently from cats.
Samoninginctively swim hundredsof milesto
spawnintheir birth place. Theremarkableengi-
neering of thehoneycomb isanother exampl e of
ingtinctivebehavior.

Independent thought, on the other hand, isthe
ability of acreatureto evauate hissurroundings.
For example, when adeer hearsasound and sees
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some movement, heeval uatesthe degree of threat
heisfacing. Thisindependent thought wetakefor
granted isunique compared to the vast mgjority of
theuniverse,

Ability to choose: Oncethe evaluation hasbeen
made, the creature choosesto implement are-
sponse. Sincethischoiceismadefromafreewill,
itisnot alwayspredictable. Thischoiceisnot
alwayslogica or themost appropriate responseto
adgtuation. Thecreature semotionscaninfluence
itsdecisions. Biological imbaances(suchaslow
blood sugars) cana soinfluencethecreature's
decisons.

Obvioudy, thesegoverning qualitiesvary from
speciesto species. Some have moreindependent
thought than others. Somehave stronger willsthan
others. Asaresult, somecreaturesare more* self-
controlling” than others.

When God created mankind “in Hisimage,” He
added threemorequdities. Aneternal soul, self-
realization, and amoral conscience. Our eternal
soul isthe part of usthat liveson after the death of
our physical body. Itisour trueidentity. Thisisthe
reason why thefussover racial superiority isso
ridiculous

Sf-realizationisour ability to be aware of our

existence. It'sthe part of usthat makes uswonder,
“Why arewe here? What isthe meaning of life?’

It causesusto search for answers. Just becausea
creature hasindependent thought does not mean he
hasaconsciousness of hisown existence. Obvi-
oudy, no onecanemphaticaly say, “Animd life
doesnot have self-redlization?” Thereisnoway to
substantialy proveit oneway or another. | once
asked my dog if he had self-redlization, but hewas
too busy watching Seinfeld to give me an answer.

Our moral conscienceisthe part of usthat makes
usaware of moral issues It letsusknow if some-
thingismordly right or wrong. Animalsdon’t have
amoral conscience. Whenanimalsevaluatea
Stuation, they make decisionsbased on efficiency,
safety, etc. They don’t makethelir decisionsbased
onwhether anactionismorally right or wrong. This
isthereasonanimalsdon’t“sin.” Thisisthereason
animasdon't“gotoHell.”

Humans, on the other hand, haveamoral con-
science. We understand there are certain absolute
truths. We understand thereisamoral standard
that setscertain boundaries. Weinherently know
therearerepercussionsfor violating thismora
standard. Humansknow whenthey have sinned
and understand they will be held accountablefor
thesetransgressions. Thisisthereasonyou'll find
religionintheremotest cornersof theworld.
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Choice —Part 10: The Purpose
of Choice

Chapter: 14.50
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1998 -2003

For thousands of years mankind has pondered the
ultimate questions, “Why arewe here? What isour
purpose? What isthemeaning of life?” True
Chrigtianity providessomeof theanswers.

TheBible saysthe primary reason God created our
magnificent universewasto bring Himself glory.
Neverthel ess, there was another reason God
created us. God wanted someoneto carefor and
tolove. Hewanted someonewho would recipro-
catethisaffectionandloveHiminreturn. He
wanted afriend He could cherish. Hewanted a
friend who would respond to Hisoverturesand
cherishHiminreturn. Basicaly, God wanted to
loveand beloved.

Asdiscussedinapreviouschapter, you can't force
someonetoloveyou. Loveisanemotionthat
developsfrom afreeheart. Only aheart that has
thefreedom to hate and reject can generatelove
and acceptance.

God could have created robotsthat would say and
do everything Hewanted. He could have created
robotsthat would sing praisesto Him and say things
like, “I loveand adoreyou, God.” God could have
created arobot that would do al of thetypical
thingsnormally associated withlove.

Yet thiswould not belove. Thiswould not have
any meaning or valueto God. Thiswould bringno
pleasureandjoy to Him. It would beasworthless
ascounterfeit money.

Yes, itistrue; God could showcase these robots
and say, “L ook at these magnificent robots. They
arecomplex and beautiful. They will respond
exactly theway | wish; they are completely obedi-
ent subjects. They areexamplesof my magnitude,
power, and glory. They areatestimony of what |
canaccomplish. Thisisproof that | ansovereign
andincontrol.”
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Although God could certainly do that, thereisno
need. Hehasahumongousuniversethat aready
doesthat (Seethe section Understanding God
and HisUniversefor acomprehensivelook at this
awe-inspiring creation.) Thesizeof theuniverse
declares God'sgreatness. Theenergy neededto
createtheuniversedeclaresHispower. The
complexity of theuniversedeclaresHisskill and
craftsmanship. The beauty of theuniversedeclares
Hiscreativity. Thereisno needto createrobotsto
display Hisgreatness.

Theuniversedso displays God'ssovereignty and
control. Thisfinely tuned universe obeysHisevery
command. Think about it, everythinginthisuni-
verse (except for anincredibly small speck) is
already a“robot.” It doesexactly asit was
preprogrammedtodo. Thereisnodeviation
whatsoever. Infact, 99.999999999~ % of the
universehasnowill, noindependent thought, no
ability to make choices, and no consciousness. (In
fact, if you added another billiontrillion 9'stothe
number above, it still would not come closeto the
actual number. Thishugeuniversesuppliesample
proof Godissovereignandincontrol.

Asdiscussed in aprevious chapter, God created
mankind with the capacity toloveor hateand the
ability to accept or reject. Hegave usthegift of
choice. Hewanted mankind to freely chooseto
loveHim. Inorder for “loveto mean anything, it
had to be donefrom atruly free heart.

In order to be ableto choose God, man had to
havetheoptiontorgect Him. Thisisthereason
God prohibited Adam and Evefrom eating of the
Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil inthe
Garden of Eden. God didn’t prohibit thistree
becauseit contained poison or possessed some
mystical power. Rather, thetreewasatangibleway
for mankind to accept or reject God. It wasthe
only prohibition they had. It wasaway for themto
expresstheir freewill.

Asweall know, Adam and Eve choseto regject
God. Yet, thisdid not surprise God. He knew they
would sinand rglect Himlong before He created

them. TheBiblesaysbeforetheuniversewas
created, God knew wewould sin and He prepared
asolutionfor us. Revelation 13:8 says, “ TheLamb
that wasdainfromthecreation of theworld.” This
was God' sway of showing usthe depth of His
love.

The forbidden fruit was not necessarily an apple

Some people have asked, “Why did God create us
if Heknew weweregoingto sin and makesuch a
terriblemess of things? Couldn’t Hehavecreated a
race who would not have sinned and rebelled
aganst Him?’ Yes, itistrue God could have
created araceof “robots’ who would have never
rebelled. Thisrace, however, would never have
been capableof love.

The choiceto love and accept can come only when
thereisthetruechoiceto hateandrgject. There
had to bearedlistic choiceto sinif God wasgoing
to have apeoplewho would love Him out of atruly
freeheart. Therefore, not only did God createa
racewho had the ability tosin, but Hecreated a
solutionfor thesin.

Asaresult, God had apeoplewho would choose
toloveHimout of afreewill. Hehad apeopleHe
could loveand could chooseto loveHiminreturn.
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Thisgroup of peoplebecamethe*Brideof Chrigt.”
God created aracethat would eventually be
married to God Almighty. Thismarriagewill not be
a“shotgunwedding” wherethe brideisforced to
marry someoneagainst her will. Thiswill bea
wedding of mutual loveand adoration. Thiswill be
awedding of choice.

The shotgun wedding

If, however, selective salvationistrue, noneof this
iscorrect. Therewill be no mutua love and adora-
tioninthismarriage. Our “love’ for Godwill be
totally worthlessand asvaluel essas counterfeit
money. Wearenothing but robots.

Think about it, thereisno glory inforcing someone
to say thewords, “I loveyou.” Thereisno sense of
accomplishment or satisfactionfromdoingthis. Yet,
thereistremendousglory, satisfaction, and valuein
creating apeoplewho can chooseyou out of atruly
freeheart. Thereistremendousaweand victory
when someone chooses God despite great adver-
Sty and suffering.
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Choice —Part 11: The
Suffering of Job

Chapter: 1451
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1998 -2003

In aprevious chapter we saw thereisno glory or
accomplishment inforcing someoneto say the
words, “I loveyou.” Forcing someoneto beon
your side providesno pleasure. Thereisnovictory
increatinga“loving” family that basically consstsof
“robots.”

Ontheflipside, thereistremendousglory incresting
apeoplewho can chooseyou out of atruly free
heart. Thereisgreat pleasurein beingloved by
someonewho choosesyou out of their freewill.
Thereisgreat victory when people chooseyou
despitegreat suffering and adversity. Thereis
tremendousthrill and satisfaction fromhaving
someone choose you when such achoicewill result
ingresat loss, intense suffering, or even death.

Satan understood this. When he approached God
about Job, hesaid it waseasy for Job to love God
when Job had great wealth. Satansaid, “” Does
Job fear God for nothing? Haveyou not put a
hedge around him and hishousehold and everything
hehas?You have blessed thework of hishands, so
that hisflocksand herds are spread throughout the
land. But, stretch out your hand and strike every-
thing he has, and hewill surely curseyouto your
face.” (Job 1:9-11)

Satan understood people haveafreewill and are
capableof choosingther friends. Hefiguredif Job
lost hisgreat weal th and wastormented enough, he
would chooseto reject God. Satan’s plan back-
fired. Instead of Job responding like most people,
Job remained faithful to God. Asaresult, God was
greatly glorified. | believe Job'sactionsbrought
God tremendous pleasure. To have someone
chooseyou despitegreat adversity isfar more

va uabl e than having someone choose you when
timesaregoingwell.

Job’sexperience demonstratestheimportanceand
necessity of afreewill. It highlightsthefdlacy of
thedoctrine of forced conversions. If God was
glorified with Job’sdecision, think how much Heis
glorified when aperson makestheultimatedecision
(savation).
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Choice—Part 12: Why is God
Pleased with Obedience?

Chapter: 14.52
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1998-2003

Let’ssay that by somequirk of fate, youwere
invitedto Bill Gates' birthday party. What do you
bring asagift? What do you buy for apersonwho
happensto betherichest man intheworld? Obvi-
oudly, he probably already hasany itemyou could
possibly afford.

Asyou enter Bill Gates mansion, you notice many
rich and famouspeople. You also noticeayoung
boy who seemsout of place. Although he'snot
dirty or dressed in rags, hisclothesand mannerisms
indicate he'sprobably very poor. Asitturnsout,
Bill Gatesmet thisboy whilevolunteeringwiththe
Big Brother program.

Asthegiftsare opened, you are stunned by their
vaue. Michadl Eisner (Disney) givesBill ared

Ferrari. Donad Trump givesBill a75-foot yacht.
TheRockefdlersgivehimasummer homein
Martha sVineyard.

Asthegiftsareopened, you start to fed self-
consciousabout your gift. Youwonder how
humiliatingit will befor everyoneto seeyour
inexpensvegift. Your thoughtsareinterrupted
when you seethe boy present Bill hispoorly
wrapped gift. You feel embarrassed for thechild.
You think to yoursdlf, “How could thisboy compete
with these other gifts. Obvioudy, Bill will pretendto
begrateful before he movesontothe next gift.”

Toeveryone ssurprise, Bill istruly touched by the
gift. Infact, itisobviousBill isfighting to hold back
histears. Youwonder what thisboy gavethat
could provoke such an emotional response.

Everyone moves closer to get abetter ook at the
gift. Inadethebox isasingleinexpensve basebdl
card. This, of course, only increasesthe mystery.

Asitturnsout, when Bill wasyoung, hisbest friend
moved away. Asatoken of hisfriendship, his
friend gaveBill abaseball card of Al Smmons.
Although Bill wasnot abig baseball fan, thecard
wasaspecia reminder of thefriend hemissed.
About ayear later helost thecard. It waslike
losing hisfrienddl over again.

Thelittle boy heard thisstory from Bill. Aspart of
the Big Brother program, Bill took theboy toa
baseball game. Bill told him although hedidn’t care
much for baseball, he once had abaseball card that
meant much to Him. Bill explainedthe story tothe
child.

Theboy paid close attention to Bill’sstory and
decided to buy him an Al Simmonsbaseball card to
replacetheonehelost. Eventhoughthecard cost
only $10, it wasafortuneto thisimpoverished
child. Theboy did odd jobsand saved everything
he could to pay for thecard.

Obvioudy, thecard itself isnot what touched Bill so
deeply; it wasthe thought and concern behind the
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card. Clearly, the boy cared enough to remember
something that was so special to Bill. Theboy
cared enoughtogiveBill agift that cost himhislife's
savings. Theboy’sgift showed hecared for Bill
persondly; not hisstatusin society. Eventhough
theboy waspoor, hisgift wasvaluable.

1829 - 1931 Athlatics
" )

Al Simmons OF

Thisissmilar to our Stuationwith God. What gift
doyou give GodAlmighty? Godisclearly the
richest personintheuniverse. What dowehave
that could hold any valuewith God?

TheBible saysobedienceissomething God values
highly. Our obedienceisonethingwecangive God
Almighty that Hewill cherish. Thisisespecidly true
withtota obedience.

Thelifeof King Saul providesuswith acouple of
examplesof thevaueof obedience. Inthefirst
stuation (1 Samuel 13:5-14), King Saul and his
army were surrounded by anincredibly large
Philistinearmy. King Saul’ssoldierswereterrified
and starting to scatter. Although Samuel told himto
waitfor hisarrival, King Saul gotimpatient and
performed Samudl’ stask (presenting the offerings
totheLord).

Immediately afterwards, Samuel showed up (I'm
surehislatearrival wasatest). Samuel said, “You
have donefoolishly: You havenot kept the com-
mandments of the Lord your God, which Hehas
commandedyou.” Asaresult of hisfolly, Samuel
said King Saul’ skingdom woul d not be established

forever.

Inthe second situation (1 Samuel 15:1-23) King
Saul wastold to completely destroy theAmaleks,
including dl of their livestock. King Saul, however,
gpared theAmalek’ sKing and the best livestock.
After thebattle, thefirst thing King Saul saidto
Samud was, “ | have performed the commandment
of theLord.” When questioned about dl the
animalshe had brought back from thebattle, King
Saul till ins sted hefollowed God' singtructions.

When pressed on theissue, King Saul said he kept
the best of thelivestock so he could offer themas
sacrificestotheLord. Samuel’sresponsewsas,
“HastheLord asgreat delight in burnt offeringsand
sacrificesasin obeying thevoice of the Lord?
Behold, to obey isbetter than sacrificeand tolisten
thanthefat of rams.” Asaresult of thisdisobedi-
ence, King Saul lost hiskingdomto David.

Psalm 116:15 says, “ Preciousin thesight of the
Lordisthedeath of Hissaints.” Althoughthisverse
isoften used at thefunera servicesof Christians, it
isactudly talking about Chrigtiansdying to them-
selves(or totheir dreams). If youlook at the
previousverses, itistalking about making sacrifices
totheLord. Godissayingitispreciousto Him
whenwedieto our ownwill. Itisvery preciousto
God when we choose to be obedient to Him and
give Him complete control over our will.

In aprevious chapter (The Suffering of Job) we
saw how God isglorified when someone chooses
Himinthemidst of adversity. Godisasoglorified
when we choose to be obedient when tempted.
Our obedience brings God great pleasure. If our
obedienceinthese“small” thingsmakes God
happy, think how excited Heiswhen we chooseto
makethemost important decision; becoming a
Chrigtian.

Theabovestory of Bill Gatesisfictiona
and isused only for the purpose of
illugtrating apoint.
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Choice—Part 13: The Rich
Young Ruler

Jesus and the rich young ruler

Chapter: 14.53
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1998 -2003

Another story inthe Biblethat leadsmeto believe
selective salvationisnot trueisthestory of therich
youngruler. Inthisstory arichyoung ruler asked
Jesusabout what hemust dotoinherit eternd life.
After Jesustelshim, therichyoungruler leavesin
sorrow; the pricewastoo great.

According to selective savation, God hatesall of
thosewho are not part of theelect. Yet, wefind
just the oppositeinthissituation. Mark 10:21 says
Jesus*“loved” thisrichyoungruler. Herewehavea
situation where Jesus|oved aperson who was
goingtoHell. If selectivesavationistrue, why did
Jesusloveoneof thenon-elect? Listed below are
some comments concerning God hating the non-
elect.

B “Pharaohwassovereignly hated from eternity,
evenaswasEsau.” (Hoeksema, Good Plea-
sure, p. 46)

B God*“... hated the non-elect beforetheir
birth.” (Owen, The Death of Christ, p. 227)

B “|thasbeen customary to say God lovesthe
sinner, though HehatesHissin. Butthatisa
meaninglessdistinction. Whatisthereina
sinner butsn?’ (Pink, Sovereignty, p. 200)

B “Weconclude, therefore, that the predestina-
tion of Jacob and Esauisapersonal election
and reprobation unto salvation and eternal
desolation respectively. (Haldane, Commen-
tary of Romans, p. 462)

Listed bel ow arethe passagestal king about therich
youngruler

B Lukel8:18-27
B Mark 10:17-25
B Matthew 19:16-30
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Choice—Part 14: Why was
God so excited when the L ost
Sheep wasfound?

Chapter: 14.54
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1998 -2003

Jesusgavethree parables about thethrill of finding
something that waslost. They arethe parablesof

thelost sheep, lost coin, and thelost son (prodigal
son). All three parables contradict the doctrine of

sectivesavation.

The parable of thelost sheepisabout a Shepherd
who has 100 sheep. Hediscoversoneof hissheep
ismissing, o he setsoff looking for it. Whenhe
findsthelost sheep, he putsit on hisshoulder and
rejoices. Hesendsfor hisfriendswith the message,
“Reoicewithmefor I havefound my sheep that
waslost.” Ananaogy isthen given how thereis
great joy in Heaven over the salvation of onelost
snner.

The woman looking for the lost coin

The parableof thelost coinisabout awomanwho
haslost oneof her coins. Shecontinually searches
thewholehouseuntil shefindsit. After shefindsthe
coin, sheasksher friendsto rejoicewith her.

Again, ananaogy isgiven how thereisgreat joy in
Heaven over thesalvation of alost sinner.

Thereturn of the prodigal son
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The parableof the prodigal sonisabout asonwho
decidestotake hisinheritanceand spendit onalife
of sin. After hismoney runsout, hislifehitsrock
bottom. Thingsare so bad eventhepigsareeating
better than he. He decidesto return home and see
if hisfather will take him back asalowly servant.
Hisfather, however, doesn’t take himback asa
servant. Instead, hetakeshim back asason. His
father clotheshim with the best robe, killsthefatted
caf, and throwshimaparty. Thefatherisrgoicing
because hisprodigal son hasreturned.

All three parablesshareacommontheme: The
recovery of alostitembringsgreat joy. More
importantly, the salvage of alost soul bringsgreat
pleasureto God. You would expect thistype of
reaction from God with open salvation, but you
would not expect it with selective salvation.

Infact, with selective salvation, thereisno causefor
celebration when aperson getssaved. Thereare
no lost soulswho aresalvaged. Thereareno
peoplerescued fromthe gatesof Hell. All of the
peoplewho get “ saved” wereactualy saved long
beforetheworld wascreated. These parables
don’'t makesenseif selectivesavationistrue. It
would belikeaperson pretending toloseacoin
and thenthrowing alarge party when he“finds” it.
Inmy opinion, these parablesshow selective
sdvationisnot Biblicdl.

Luke15:3-7 Parableof thelost sheep
Luke15:8-10 Parableof thelost coin
Luke 15:11-32 Parableof thelost son
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Choice —Part 15: A Man After
God’'sOwn Heart

S " > R

David facing Goliath

Chapter: 14.55
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1998-2003

TheBible says David wasaman after God’ sown
heart. Why did God call himthis? Basicdly, it was
because David chosetofollow Godwithal of his
heart. David deliberately put God first above
everythingelse. David madeit apointtokeephis
heart pure and devoted to God. It appearsthe
choices he made produced aheart that wasrare.

David holding Goliath's head

How doesthisfitinwiththedoctrineof selective
salvation? According to selectivesavation, dl of
our hearts (mindsets) have been molded by God.
They are exactly theway God wantsthem. If thisis
true, al of the elect should be peopleafter God's
own heart. Thecommentsabout David'sheart
suggest to me selective salvation can’t betrue.

In additionto theabove, thereisasotheverse
about God seeking someonewho hasapure heart.
Before David came onto the scene, the Bible says
God “ sought aman after Hisown heart.” If selec-
tivesalvationistrueand God preprogrammed all of
our hearts, therewasno need for Himto | ook.
God dready knew who had theright kind of heart.
Onceagain, thisindicatesto mesdectivesalvation
can't betrue.

Somemay counter my argument by saying, “ Evenif
seectivesalvationisfase, anomniscient (al-
knowing) God would know everyone'sheart.
Therefore, therestill isno need for God to seek
someone after Hisown heart.

Thisobservation, of course, istrue. God's
“search,” however, had nothing to dowith Hisnot
knowing the heartsof men. Peopleoftenthink this
verseissaying God was doing a person-to-person
search of people’ shearts. Inredlity, thisverseis
saying God desired aman after Hisown heart.

Theword* seeking” often meansdesiring or want-
ing, not theactual act of seeking. For example,
when | wassingle, peoplewould often ask me,
“What kind of girl areyoulookingfor?’ or “What
kind of girl areyou seeking?’ Basicaly, they were
asking, “What kind of girl doyou desire?’

Yes, itistrue; God desiresaperson after Hisown
heart. Heislooking for peoplewho will chooseto
be pure and wholly devoted to Him. Will yoube
one of these people? Listed below areverses
talking about David'sheart:

1Kings11l:4 God said Solomon’sheart was* not
perfect withtheLord hisGod, as
wasthe heart of David.”
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1Kings14:8 GodsaidDavid*“followed me
[God] withdl hisheart.”

1Kings15:3 TheBiblesaid Jeroboam’s* heart
wasnot fully devoted to the LORD
hisGod, asthe heart of David his
forefather had been.”

1Sam. 13:14 TheBiblesaysafter Saul’sfailure,
God had * sought Him aman after
Hisown heart.”

Acts13:22 Godsad, “I havefound David ... a
man after My own heart.”




BibleHelp.org

Choice—Part 16: Choose You
ThisDay

Chapter: 14.56
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1998 -2000

Near theend of Joshua slifehe madethefollowing
statement, “ Choose you thisday who you will serve
... asfor meand my house, wewill servetheLord”
(Joshua24:15). What wasthe reason Joshuagave
usthisadmonition? What wasthereason hefelt it
wasimportant to warn the | sraglites?

Joshuaknew firsthand how stubborn and rebellious
thelsragliteswere. Heknew how easily they could
beled astray. Joshuaunderstood the children of
|srael were proneto reject God and Hislaws.

If sdlectivesalvationistrue, al of our choicesand
actionshave been preprogrammed. Our spiritua
destiny hasbeen setin stone. Thereisnothingwe
candotoadlterthis. If selectivesalvationistrue,
therewould be no need for Joshua sadmonition.
Thevery fact Joshuamadethisadmonitionindicates
tomesealectivesalvation can’t betrue.
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Choice —Part 17: Being Made
Rulers Over Many Cities

Chapter: 14.57
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1998 -2003

The parablesof the Talentsand Poundstalk about
how we arerewarded when we arefaithful inthe
taskswe havebeen given. If wearevery faithful in
thesetasks, wewill begreatly rewarded (i.e. made
rulersover many cities). If wearelessfaithful, our
rewardswill bemuch smaller (i.e. maderulersover
only afew cities).

These parables show our actionsand obedience
influenceour eternd rewards. Therefore, itis
obviouswe have control over our choicesand

actions, and those choi ces and actionsimpact
eternity. Theseparablessuggest selectivesalvation
can’'t betrue. If selectivesalvationweretrue, there
would beno differencesinour rewards. Infact, we
would not berewarded at al becausewelack the
ability to makedecisonsthat impact eternity. The
existence of areward system meanswedo have
control over eterna and Heavenly issues.

[ ] Matt 25:14-30 Parableof theTaents
[ ] Luke19:11-27 Parableof the Pounds
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Part 5

Difficult Questions Answered

Part 5 of 5 parts in the Selective Salvation section
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Jacob and Esau

Chapter: 14.58
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1998 -2003

Thephrase* Jacob | loved, but Esau | hated”
(Romans 9:13) isoften used to support selective
savation. Selective Savationistspoint tothisverse
(whichisactualy aquotefromMalachi 1.2, 3) as
proof God has chosen certain peopletoloveand
certain peopleto hate. Infact, itisoften used as
the cornerstone of the doctrine of selective salva-
tion.

Was God actualy saying He personally hated Esau
or istheremoreto thisstory than what first meets
the eye? Esau and Jacob were, of course, Isaac’s
twinsons. God told Isaac hewould bethefather of
agreat nation. Esauwasthefirst-bornand was
entitled to two-thirdsof thefamily inheritanceand
thebirthright. Nevertheless, God had told | saac
that the great nation (Israel) wasto comethrough
Jacob, not Esaul.

Although Esauwasthefirstborn and I saac’ sfavorite
(Genesis25:28) God, in Hissovereignty, choseto
use Jacob. God, in Hissovereignty, choseto break

tradition and havethe older brother servethe
younger (Genesis25:23). God'schoice of Jacob
had nothing to do with salvation, but had everything
to do withwhowouldfather thenation of Isradl.
God, in Hissovereignty, choseto use Jacob’s seed
(not Esaur's) to bethe source of the Messiah.

Did God actually hate Esau? If youlook at thelife
of Esau, therewasnoindication he had thedisfavor
of God. Hewaswealthy andin good health. God
did not display any hatred toward Esau. | believe
the message being presented in Romans 9:13is, “|
have chosen to use Jacob, not Esau.”

| don’'t know why God used theword “ hate.”
Maybeit had morecultura significanceafew
thousand yearsago. Maybethe choice of words
wasto produce an emphasisor contrast. InLuke
14:26, God usestheword “hate” to contrast what
our love should betoward Him. HereHesays, “If
anyone comesto meand doesnot hate hisfather
and mother, hiswifeand children, hisbrother and
ssters—yes, even hisown life—he cannot be my
disciple” Obvioudy, Godisnot sayingweshould
actually hate our parents. Hewasonly makinga
contrast of how great our lovefor God should bein
comparisonto our lovefor our family.

Thereareacoupleof other versesthat usethe
word “hate”’ for comparison. Matthew 6:24 says,
“No onecan servetwo masters. Either hewill hate
theoneand lovetheother, or hewill bedevoted to
theoneand despisethe other.” John 12:25 says,
“Themanwholoveshislifewill loseit, whilethe
manwho hateshislifeinthisworld will keepit for
eternd life”

Using theverseabout God “ hating” Esau, Selective
Salvationistshave built adoctrinethat God actualy
hateseveryonewhoisnot elect. Infact, they say
that God hated the non-elect beforetheir birth.
Following are some of the comments made by
SdectiveSavationigts

B “Pharaoh wassovereignly hated from eternity,
evenaswasEsau.” (Hoeksema, Good Plea-
sure, p. 46)
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B God*“... hated the non-elect beforetheir
birth.” (Owen, The Death of Christ, p. 227)

B “|thasbeen customary to say God lovesthe
sinner, though HehatesHissin. Butthatisa
meaninglessdigtinction. Whatisthereina
sinner butsn?’ (Pink, Sovereignty, p. 200)

B “Weconclude, therefore, that the predestina-
tion of Jacob and Esauisapersonal election
and reprobation unto salvation and eternal
desolation respectively. (Haldane, Commen-
tary of Romans, p. 462)

Think about what’sbeing said here. Hatredisa
very strong emotion. Hatred isaresponseto
someoneelse'soffense. If | weretoopenupa
phone book from another state and blindly point to
anameof aperson | don’t know, | couldn’t hon-
estly say | hate or lovethat person. Both of these

emotionsare something that needsto be devel oped.

| findit hard to believethat God (the author of our
emotions) would have such strong emotionstoward
someonewho hasnever beeninexistence. | findit
inconceivable God would passionately hate some-
onewho hasn't even done anything to spurnthis
hatred. (Remember, accordingto Selective Salva
tionists, thishatredisnot based on anything the
person hasdone.) Moreimportantly, that type of
behavior contradictseverything we know about
God fromtheBible.

Mark 10:22 talks about the encounter Jesus had
withtherichyoungruler. After therichyoung ruler
rejected Jesus, the Bible says Jesus“loved” him.
Jesusloved thispersonwhowasHell bound. This
isthetypeof emotionyou would expect from
someone who wantsthewholeworld to cometo
sdvation.

In the chapter (Children of the Elect) | talked
about how the Canonsof Dort specifically saysthe
children of theelect areaso elect. If thisistrue,
Esau (thetwin brother of Jacob) isone of theelect.
If hewasone of the elect, God obviously doesnot
hate him. If, however, Esau wasnot one of the

elect, there are other issuesthat need to be ad-
dressed. Refer to the chapter Children of the
Elect for moreinformation.

God isnot arespecter of persons. God does not
havehisfavorite” pet students.” Wetdll our chil-
drentheBibleteachesitiswrongto havedite
cliquesat school where somekidsare shunned.
Wetell our kidsisit wrong to have groups of
friendswhere someare excluded s mply because
they arenot part of the current “in” crowd. Person-
ally, | findit hardto believethat God who saysit’s
wrong to have cliqueswould have Hisown cliques.
Listed below are some verses showing God does
not show partiaity.

Deut10:17  “Thegreat God, mighty and awe-
some, who shows no partiality

2 Chron. 19:7 “For withthe LORD our God there
isnoinjusticeor partiality ...”

Job 34:19 [God]” who shows no partiality

Acts10:34 “I now realizehow trueit isthat

God does not show favoritism”

Romans2:11  “For God does not show favorit-
ism.”

Gadatians2:6 “Asforthosewho seemedto be
important—whatever they were
makes no differenceto me; God
doesnot judge by external appear-
ance.”

Ephesans6:9 “andthereisnofavoritismwith
hm.”

Col. 3:25 “...andthereisnofavoritism.”

1Peter 1:17 “Sinceyoucal onaFather who
judgeseach man’swork impar -
tially ...”
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Har dening Pharaoh’s Heart
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Chapter: 14.59
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1998 -2003

Another passage Selective S vationistsuseto
support selectivesavationisRomans9:17,18. This
iswhere God * hardened Pharaoh’sheart.” Herman
Hoeksemasaid, “ Pharaoh was sovereignly hated
from eternity, even aswasEsau.” (Hoeksema,
Good Pleasure, p. 46)

| don’t believe, as some have suggested, God
hardened Pharaoh’sheart against salvation. |
believe Pharaoh had aready rejected God and was
not receptiveto Hisleading. Pharaoh’sheart was
only hardened against following Moses' request of
releasingthelsradlites.

-,'l! ﬁ?iul

-
‘i

God'sdesire, inthissituation, wasto show the
world Hismighty power. Heallowed thishostile,
arrogant, and stubborn Pharaoh to push the situa-
tiontotheextreme. Heonly hardened Pharaoh’'s
heart in the direction Pharaoh had aready chosen
for himself. Listed below are someversesthat talk
about God hardening Pharaoh’sheart toward
Moses' request:

Exodus4:21
Exodus7:3-4
Exodus 10:1
Exodus 10:20, 27
Exodus 14:8

| believeif Pharaoh had been receptiveto God's
leading, God would havewaited until another
Pharaoh wasonthethrone. Thereason | fed God
would havewaited for another Pharaoh, if needed,
isbecause of theexample set forthin Genesis
15:13-16. Here, God waited 400 yearsbeforeHe
sent thelsradlitesintothe Promised Land. The
reason Hewaited wasbecause*” ... thesin of the
Amoriteshasnot reached itsfull measure.” If the
condition of theAmorite’ sheart caused God to wait
400 yearsto destroy them, | think Hewould have
waited for another Pharaoh, if the current Pharaoh’s
heart were not suited for the Situation.

EvenMordecai (uncleof Queen Esther) understood
Godwasableto adjust His planswhen someone’s
heart wasnot right for aspecifictask. When
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Queen Esther wasreluctant to approach theKing
about the plight of the Jews, Mordecal said, “For if
youremainslent at thistime, relief and deliverance
for the Jewswill arrive fromanother place, but
you and your father’sfamily will perish.”

God doeswork inthe hearts of thekingsto carry
out Hisplans. | don't believe, however, Heforces
them to accept or rgect Hissalvation. | believe
God will only “harden” apersoninthedirection that
person hasa ready chosen.

When was Pharaoh’sheart hardened? Selective
Salvationists say God decided to send Pharaoh to
Héll “ before thefoundation of theworld.”
Pharaoh’slifewascast in stonelong before Pha-
raoh existed. Pharaoh’sheart washardened long
beforetheworld was created.

Yet thisisnot what the Biblesays. Several times
during Pharaoh’ sencounter with M oses, the Bible
says God hardened Pharaoh’sheart. Pharaoh’s
heart was hardened at thetime hewas dealing with
Moses. Nowheredoesit say anything about it
being hardened before theworld was created.

Thetiming of Pharaoh’shardeningiscrucia. Even
if selectivesavationistrue, these passages could
not betalking about Pharaoh’sheart being hard-

ened toward salvation. (Thishardeningwould have
taken place beforetheworld was created.) There-
fore, theonly thing these passages can betalking
about wasthe hardening that took placetoward the
requests of Moses.

Evenif sdlectivesavationistrue, Selective Sava
tionistscannot usethelife of Pharaoh asan example
of thisselection process. Although thishasbeenthe
flagship of selectivesavation, it needsto bere-
moved fromtheir list of proofs. Thelifeof Pharaoh
isanexampleonly of God controlling the politics of
man, not the sal vation of man.
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"1 have Chosen You"

Chapter: 14.60
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1998 -2003

Another verse used to support selective savationis
John 15:16, which says* You did not choose me, but
| choseyou.” Beforel explainthisverse, let me
present ascenariotoyou. Let'ssay | embezzled al
of your money (savings, retirement, etc.). | then
took this$500,000 and lost it all gambling. A couple
of monthslater | comeknocking at your door saying
| want usto befriendsagain. | tell youl amwilling
to let bygonesbe bygonesand amwilling to over-
look any differencesthat might be between us.

Sincel amthe offending party with no meansof
compensation, | havenoright toinitiateafriend-
ship. Thechoiceof initiating reconciliationisupto
you, the offended party. Thisscenarioissimilar to
our Stuationwith God. Sincewearetheoffending
party (with no means of compensating for our
wrongdoings), we have no right to request reconcili-
ation. Thechoiceisnot ours; it belongsonly to
God.

Despitetheway we have abused God; Hetill
lovesus. Infact, hisloveissogreat Heiswillingto
gotoincredible extremesto resolvethe problem.
Heinitiated theresolution. Hechoseto bring us
back to Him. He choseto do morethanresolve
our sin problem; Hechoseto alow ustolivein
Heaven and to becomeHisbride.

Yes, God has chosen usand we have not chosen
Him. Thisverseisnot saying He haschosento
forceusto becomebelievers. Rather, itissaying
Hehaschosento offer salvationto us.

Another verse peopl e useto support selective
salvationisJohn 17:24. Here Jesustalksabout
those God hasgivento Him. They say thisshows
God hasgiven some peopleto Jesus. Thisverse
says, “ Father, | want those you have givenme....

Whoisthisspecia group of peoplegivento Jesus?
Thisgroup isthewholehumanrace. If youlook at
thepreviousverse (v. 23), Jesussays, ... let the
world know that you sent me and loved themeven
asyou haveloved me.” Yes, God the Father has
givenagroup of peopleto Jesus, thisgroupisthe
world.

Another verse used to support selectivesavationis
2Thessalonians2:13,“...fromthe beginning, God
choseyoutobesaved... .” Thisisoneof those
versesthat could beviewed either way. Without
the context of therest of the Bible, either viewpoint
could haveavalid clam. You may ask, “How isit
valid bothways? | can seehow itisconsistent with
selective salvation, but not the other way.”

Sometimesweforget that God choseto savethe
falen humanrace, but not thefallen angdlicrace.
Theangels, too, haverebelled against God, but it
appears He has made no provision to redeem them.
Yes, God choseusto besaved. Hedidn't haveto,
but He choseto make salvation availableto the
human race. Beforethe beginning of time God
knew weweregoing to sinand He knew Jesuswas
going to haveto dieonthe crossto provideus
salvation (Revelation 13:8 and 1 Peter 1:20).
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Nation of | srael

Chapter: 14.61
Copyright © Michael Bronson 1998 -2003

Peoplewho believein selective savation will point
totheNation of Israel asproof God haschosena
group of peoplefor salvation. | seethree problems
withthis. First, snceavery largenumber of these
|sraeliteswerenot believers, this selection could not
have beenfor salvation. Following are somethings
God hassaid about I srael:

B Godsadlsrael was*“ignorant of God'srigh-
teousness’ (Romans10:3)

B |srad was" adisobedient and gainsaying
people’ (Romans10:21)

B Thingswere so bad with Isragl that “thewrath
iscomeupon themtotheuttermost.” (1 Thes.
2:16).

Second, if their selection wasfor salvation, then all
of the present day | sraglites should also be Chris-
tians. This, of course, isnot true. Selective Salva
tionistsmay say Israel’ sgreat sin 2,000 yearsago
(thergection of Christ) caused God to select others
for salvation instead of the Jews, but thiscan’t be
true. Themain premiseof selectivesavationisa
person’sheart, and repentance has nothing to do
with God' sselection. Therefore, al of the present
day Jewsshould also be believers. Besides, Article
8 (Canonsof Dort) saysthat God'selectionisthe
sameintheNew Testament asit wasin Old Testa-
ment times.

Third, “ Outsiders’ (in Old Testament times) were
welcomed to partakein God'ssavation. TheBible
providesplenty of examplesof outsidersbeing
included into God'sredemption. Ruth, whowasa
Gentile, had awholebook inthe Biblewritten
about her. Infact, Joseph, thefather of Jesus, was
her descendant. Outsiderswerewelcomed and
accepted.

God did not select the Nation of Israel for salvation,
but for service. Therewere certainthingsGod
wanted to accomplish through these people. One
of themain things God wanted to do wasto create
apeoplefromwhom the Messiah would come.
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Romans 9:20-24 says, “ Shall thething formed say
to Himthat formed it, why hasthou made methus?
Hath not the potter power over theclay, onthe
same lump to make onevessal unto honor and
another unto dishonor?’ Thisverseisoftenusedto
support selectivesalvation. Selective Sadvationists
say thisisproof God creates certain peoplefor
eterna damnation. Hoeksemasaysthefollowing:

B “God'sabsolute sovereignty to determinethe
fina destiny of men either to honor or dishonor,
to salvation and glory or to damnation and
desolation.” (Hoeksema, Good Pleasure, p.
60)

Aretheseversestalking about God creating people
just for the sake of damning themto Hell, or are
they talking about something else? Theillustration
of thepotter and clay isused severd timesinthe
Old Testament (seethefollowing list).

B |saiah29:16

B |saiah45:9

B |saiah64:8

B Jeremiah18:1-6

Sincenot al of thelsradlitesbecamebelievers,
thesereferences could not have beenreferring to
salvation (look at the chapter Nation of Israel for
moreinformation). When God referredto Israel as
clay, Hewastalking about forming it to be used to
bringtheMessiahinto theworld. Itistalking about
service, not salvation.

The passagein Romans9isal so talking about
service. Godissaying He can do whatever He
wantswithus. Heoftenintervenesinour livestofit
thingsinto Hismaster plan. Hehasaplanfor each
of our lives. We often choosetoignoreitandasa
result, we missout on many blessingsand rewards.
Yet, therearetimeswhen God stepsin and inter-
venes. Sometimesit’sfor the purpose of punish-
ment and sometimesit’sfor the purpose of redirect-
ing our livestoward abetter path.

All Godissayingin Romans9isHehastheright to
dowhatever Hewantstodoinour lives. Hehas
theright to mold our livesinto whatever Hedesires.
If Hewantsto makeuslivein deplorable poverty,
Hehastheright. If Hewantsto makeusliveas
kings, Hehastheright. If Hewantsto makeyoua
successful world-renowned Christian leader or a
lowly janitor at arest stop, Hehastheright.
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Appendix

Foundational Documents used
by Selective Salvationists

Appendix for the Selective Salvation section

Canonsof Dort

Belgic Confessonof Faith
Hedelberg Catechism
Westminster Catechism

Since each of these documentsis about 20
pages long, they are not included in this
book. They can be viewed at my website:

http://www.biblehelp.org/dort.ntm
http://www.biblehel p.org/belgic.htm
http://www.biblehelp.org/heidel .ntm
http://www.biblehel p.org/west.htm




If Selective Salvation is True ...

B How doyou know you areoneof theelect?

Thereisnothing inthe Biblethat says, “ You will know you are one of the el ect because
... .” Some people say they know they are one of the el ect because of the fact they
havebecomeaChristian. “BeingaChristian” doesn't prove anything. TheBiblesays
that not everyonewho callsGod “Lord” and performsmiracleswill goto Heaven. If
Sdective Sdvationistrue, you can only hopeyou areoneof thedect. Thereisabsolutely
nothing you can doto verify you aregoing to Heaven. Infact, your chance of being one
of theelectisabout 1in 13.

B Arewelyingwhen wewitness?

Whenwe share Christ with others, we usudly say thingslike, “ God lovesyou and wants
toforgiveyou. If you accept Him asyour Savior, youwill spend eternity withHim.” If
Selective Salvationistrue, wearelying to thepersonif heisnot one of theelect.

| redlize some peoplesay that sincethey can'tidentify theelect, they witnessto everyone
asthoughthey aretheelect. Thislack of knowledge, however, doesnot justify lying.
Godisnot glorifiedif weliewhenwearewitnessng. Moreimportant, God would never
createasystem of evangdismthat requirescontinued lying. If Sdlective Sdvationistrue,
we need to completely revamp the way wewitness.

B Can weinfluenceour children’sresponsetothegospel?

Most Chrigtian parentsassumethat their prayers, godly influence, and Biblical training
will increasetheir child’schanceof becoming aChristian. However, if Selective Salvation
istrue, achild fromaChristian homeisno morelikely of becomingaChristianthana
childfroman atheist home. Infact, each child hasonly about a 7% chance of becoming
aChrigtian.

If you are like most Christians, you find the subject of Selective Salvation confusing,
contradictory, and intimidating. Most churches, asaresult, arevery reluctant to cover this
subject indepth. Thislack of teaching only increasesthe confusion.

Although | think thisbook will clear up much of thisconfusion, that isnot thereason | wrote
it. I wroteit becauseof my concernfor thelost. If selectivesalvationistrue, everyonewho
issupposed to get saved will get saved. If, however, itisnot true, thentherearebillionsof
peopleneedlesdy going to Hell.
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